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Making teachers 
redundant 

Over a billion dollars has been spent in the last de- 
cade to comprehensively computerize the workplace at 
the nation's largest HMO, where I work. For the execu- 
tives, it's as if the line between the virtual and the real 
has finally been eliminated. Not so for us rank-and-file 
workers, trying to provide real healthcare. 

The contrast in the way we and management see 
reality has never been more stark. This opposition has 
made our work day more miserable, not more conve- 
nient. We have become less respected and more indig- 
nant. Our jobs are made more and more meaningless, 
as doctors, nurses, and technicians alike have to con- 
stantly enter vast amounts of data. This accumulation 
of data was sold as a way to enhance healthcare, but 
the data is used to cut costs, imperiling our ability to 
improve healthcare delivery. 

CAPITALIST TECHNOLOGY WORSENS WORK 

Now teachers like Ann Rosenbaum, in Post Falls, 
Idaho, are fighting a similar battle. Last year, the Idaho 
state legislature overwhelmingly passed a new law that 
requires all high school students to take some online 
classes to graduate, and requires students and their 
teachers be given laptops or tablets, after heavy lob- 
bying from Apple and Intel. How will this program be 
paid for? By cutting tens of millions of dollars from the 
teachers' budget. 

As the governor bragged, the beauty of the plan is, 
"the teacher doesn't have to be in the classroom." They 
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EDITORIAL 


Occupy 
defies attacks 


As 2012 opened, governments from federal to lo- 
cal grabbed more powers of repression, reflecting the 
failure of their attempts to crush the Occupy Movement 
with brute force, despite their success in clearing many 
occupations. The National Defense Authorization Act, 
signed on New Year's Eve by President Obama, allows 
indefinite military detention of citizens and non-citi- 
zens without trial. The epitome of local moves is Chi- 
cago Mayor Rahm Emanuel's proposed ordinance to 
make it much easier for police to harass, fine and jail 
demonstrators. 

Police have repeatedly raided occupations across 
the U.S. A new level of violence was achieved in mid- 
November, as raids from Portland, Oregon, and Salt 
Lake City to Oakland and Eureka, California, culmi- 
nated in the Nov. 15 rampage of New York City police in 
and around the camp at Liberty Plaza. 

POLICE ATTACK OCCUPY MOVEMENTS 

Their rage, their unprovoked attacks on nonvio- 
lent protesters from coast to coast, their casual pepper- 
spraying of seated students and octogenarians, recalled 
the attack that left Oakland occupier Scott Olsen, an 
Iraq War veteran, in critical condition. 

The enforcers' rampant lawlessness made clear 
how seriously the rulers take the threat posed by the 
Occupy movement to the status quo, however much 
their media ridicule it. They are fully aware that 2012 
promises to continue 2011's year of revolution — a year 
when the Arab Spring's mass revolts and occupations 
overthrew three dictators, when revolts and occupa- 
tions erupted across Europe, when discontent in the 
U.S. moved from the Georgia prisoners' strike through 
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Widening labor and peasant 
revolts threaten Chinese rulers 



Xue Jinbo addressing a meeting in Wukan, China, before his murder by the state. 


the villagers' demands reasonable. As in every dem- 
onstration, the protesters had to pay lip service to the 
authority of the Party, but Zhu's conciliatory words 
were reinforced at the highest national levels as Prime 
Minister Wen Jiabao proclaimed: "China can no longer 
sacrifice farmers' land rights for the sake of reducing 
the cost of urbanization and industrialization." 

Nearly a month later, it appeared that the agree- 
ment with the authorities was just another police club. 
The villagers in Wukan had demanded the return of 
Xue Jinbo's body — police are still holding it for further 
"investigation." They demanded all protest leaders be 

released — police released 
the other three, but only 
on bail, still facing charg- 
es. They demanded that 
the old village bosses 
leave, and the last elec- 
tion early in 2011 that 
had kept them in power 
was officially canceled — 
but now pressure is be- 
ing brought to bear for 
Wukan to re-elect the 
same hacks. 

Most importantly, 
despite a promise to buy 
back the land from de- 
velopers, there is no sign 
that the land sale will be 
reversed, even though it 
was officially declared il- 


legal. Either the official concessions to end the blockade 
of Wukan were empty from the start, or higher-up Par- 
ty officials overturned that settlement. The question of 
how forcefully to quash dissent will play into winners 
and losers in the leadership succession of 2012. 
PEASANT AND WORKER REVOLTS ESCALATE 


by Bob McGuire 

Open rebellion in the village of Wukan in Decem- 
ber revealed the forced land seizures that have under- 
pinned China's industrial expansion as it has risen to 
serve as the world's workshop. What rulers in Europe 
and the U.S. want to see is only uninterrupted pro- 
duction from China, in a desperate hope of putting the 
brakes on fears of global depression. 

But the global recession which slowed demand for 
exports from China pulled China's GNP growth below 
double digits and flattened industrial production. It 
has forced China's workers living below subsistence 
into renewed chal- 
lenges to the state- 
capitalist regime. 

Protests had 
begun in September 
in Wukan, a village 
of 20,000 people in 
Guangdong prov- 
ince on the South 
China Sea, against 
seizure of more 
than 100 acres of 
Wukan' s common 
land to be sold to 
those with insider 
ties to the village 
Communist Party 
leadership. Village 
authorities esca- 
lated the conflict by 
identifying protest leaders and hauling them to jail, 
where one of the protest leaders, Xue Jinbo, was killed 
in custody. 

Even as police blamed Xue's death on his sup- 
posedly poor health, refusing to explain the extensive 
bruising covering his body, on Dec. 11 villagers physi- 
cally evicted all the Party hacks and their security 
forces who had controlled Wukan for decades, and then 
barricaded roads into the village. For a week Wukan 
was a free village, with no authority beyond the newly- 
elected village council — but with the police and the 
armed might of the Chinese state gathered outside the 
boundaries. 

GOVERNMENT AGREEMENT A SHAM 

Police did not repeat their initial forceful inter- 
vention in Wukan of beating demonstrators and jail- 
ing identified strike leaders. Instead, the villagers only 
took down barricades on Dec. 22 after high-level nego- 
tiations with Zhu Mingguo, the deputy Party chief of 
Guangdong. 

Zhu called the land seizure illegal, and deemed 


For peasants, what the government called illegal 
land seizures did not define the problem. Last year the 
government called 1,485 land grabs officially illegal, 
but peasants barricaded themselves in and otherwise 
protested 75 times that many. The incentive for land 
grabs has only increased since 2006, as land sales have 
represented 40% of the budget. The casualties of land 
grabs, now-landless peasants, each year join the work 
force in internal migration to the export factories. 

Peasants and workers have continually escalated 
resistance to the "so-called primitive accumulation of 
capital," as Karl Marx called it, while China had two 
decades of double-digit GNP growth by making la- 
bor power, forced labor power, available to the world's 
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Durban climate summit: sellout, revolt 


"2020 is too late to wait!" rang out the words of Abi- 
gail Borah, a 21-year-old college student/activist from 
Vermont. She was interrupting U.S. climate negotia- 
tor Todd Stern's speech at the latest yearly UN climate 
summit, held this time in Durban, South Africa, Nov. 
28 to Dec. 11. Her passionate intervention, drawing 
applause from many delegates, cut through the happy 
face Stern tried to paint over three decades of U.S. 
sabotage of any effective international action since the 
1992 Earth Summit. 

The Durban summit was as devoid of real accom- 
plishments as the previous ones. On paper, targets for 
reducing greenhouse gas emissions are totally inade- 
quate. In real life, the emissions keep growing at a fast- 
er rate. After a temporary recession-caused dip in 2009, 
emissions rose by a half billion tons of carbon in 2010. 
Scientists pointed out that even the non-binding pledg- 
es that nations have made are not enough to prevent 
a rise of 2°C, which in itself is considered dangerously 
high by leading climatologists like James Hansen. 
KYOTO A COMPLETE FAILURE 

One day after Durban ended, Canada announced 
its withdrawal from the Kyoto Protocol, which had once 
been hailed as a milestone. The U.S. never ratified it, 
and Japan, Russia, Australia and New Zealand de- 
clined to make any commitments for a proposed exten- 


sion after Kyoto expires this year. 

While doing nothing to protect humanity's future, 
the industrialized countries did, as always, carefully 
protect the markets for emissions permits, and promote 
land grabs, dispossession of inhabitants, and capitalist 
industrialization of forests and farmland in the name 
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Frantz Fanon and women's liberation 


by Terry Moon 

Blogger L Boogie has written part one of "Fanon, 
Alienation and Sexual Harassment," exploring Frantz 
Fanon's 1952 Black Skin White Masks in an exciting 
way for feminism, by relating his thought to street 

harassment. (See 
http ://nothingbuta- 
human . wordpre ss . 
com/201 1/12/04/fanon- 
alienation-and-sexu- 
al-harassment/) 

She begins by 
relating several inci- 
dents of harassment, 
noting that recollect- 
ing them reminded 
her of "how violent 
street harassment of 
female-bodied people 
can be. It also remind- 
ed me," she writes, "of 
the contours and re- 
lationship of gender, 
patriarchy and alien- 
ation which comes out in harassment." She relates four 
incidents and notes that "the toll of years of harassment 
is stunning" and that it shapes her activity. It is the fact 
that she is "made to not feel safe in my own body," and 
that she is "alienated from my own physical 
self' that made her turn to Fanon. 

THE THINGIFICATION OF WOMEN 

She goes on to quote several paragraphs 
from his chapter "The Fact of Blackness," 
including the expression that what we find imposed 
upon us is a "crushing objecthood." She concludes, in 
part, "There is much more complexity to the ideas that 
Fanon is presenting in this text, but I want to pick up 
on this point about the bodily experience of alienation. 
Fanon at one point describes it as one's body being 
given back to them sprawled out, distorted, re-colored, 
clad in mourning. 

"Street harassment has the same effect. Every 
time I'm harassed, I'm reminded that my body is not 
my own..." 

Boogie is expressing anew what it is about Fanon 
that has spoken to the oppressed since his works ap- 
peared in the 1950s and 1960s. His articulation of 
alienation is profound, perhaps because it is grounded 
in his lived experience as a Black revolutionary thinker, 
activist and writer from Martinique, and in the philo- 
sophical thought of Marx and Hegel. 

I was not alone discovering, at the beginnings of 
the Women's Liberation Movement, that Fanon ex- 
pressed women's alienation in a profound way. Women 

Deadly breast implants 

The 40,000 British women who received defective 
breast implants at private clinics are being betrayed by 
their government, which refuses to require the clinics 
to provide free consultation, removal and replacement. 
Only about 3,000 women who received the implants 
under the National Health Service can receive free re- 
moval and replacement of the Poly Implant Prothese 
(PIP) implants, manufactured by a now-defunct French 
company that deliberately deceived quality-control in- 
spectors. Doctors and patients have reported leaks, 
ruptures and diseases since 2005 but not until 2010 
did Britain ban PIP implants because the silicone was 
industrial non-medical grade — not for use in humans. 

Globally, 300,000 women in 65 countries received 
the implants in the past 12 years. France will pay for 
removal but not replacement. In January 2012, Germa- 
ny and the Czech Republic also recommended removal, 
but are not offering to pay for it. 

These events are just the latest chapter in a com- 
plex saga of conflicting interests: women's health, in- 
fluence of the profitable cosmetic industry, and inad- 
equate regulatory agencies. Although silicone implants 
have been used since the 1960s and regulated since 
1992 in the U.S., in 2006 the U.S. based National Wom- 
en's Health Network reported that the Food and Drug 
Administration had "caved" on approval of new silicone 
breast implants, despite a lack of adequate studies on 
the long-term safety risks of these products, (http:// 
nwhn.org/silicone-gel-breast-implants) In 2011 the 
French government reported that 5.5 % of the implants 
had ruptured in the first two to three years, five times 
the "industry standard." Ruptures increase over the ex- 
pected 15 year "lifetime" of an average implant. 

There can be no question that women and all who 
care about them worldwide must demand thorough in- 
dividual medical counseling, removal and replacement, 
free of charge, for all who received PIP implants. The 
whole situation makes one wonder: are women really 
free when choosing breast implantation? What if wom- 
en were free to redefine what "beauty" and "attractive- 
ness" mean in a truly new human society? Wouldn't we 
then redefine "medical necessity"? 

— Susan Van Gelder 


were working out that the oppression we were experi- 
encing was because we were women , not because there 
was something wrong with us as individuals, but that 
we did not meet the expectations of our society, or we 
railed against those expectations, because society con- 
sidered and treated us as less than human, as an ob- 
ject. This is what Boogie was describing with street ha- 
rassment. Those who consider you a person don't think 
you're there to meet their needs, and if you dare to re- 
fuse, scream in your face that "you're a f _ing bitch." 

The violence that meets women when they refuse to 
play games on the street is because we have asserted 
our humanness. How dare we upset the status quo! 
NEEDED DEEPENING OF HEGEL'S DIALECTIC 

The founder of Marxist-Humanism, Raya 
Dunayevskaya, though she never met Fanon, consid- 
ered him a co-thinker, not only because he too was a 
revolutionary humanist, but because he was part 
of the fantastic milieu of the 1950s when revolution- 
ary thought and activity changed the world with the 
beginnings of the Civil Rights Movement in the U.S., 
the East European revolts and the start of new African 
revolutions. She saw Fanon challenging Sartre, who 
considered labor — the worker — the focus of change, and 
the Negro only a particular in that greater struggle, 
a minor term. Dunayevskaya turns also to "The Fact 
of Blackness," to show "the difference of the dialectic 
when it comes not from knowledge but from anguish. 

In Hegel's mas- 
ter/slave dialectic, 
the slave, the la- 
borer, gains a mind 
of his own through 
his labor — through transforming reality. To Hegel, 
Dunayevskaya says, paraphrasing Fanon, " you would 
he able to force some recognition of yourself as man, as 
woman, and not just as slave, from the master. But says 
Fanon, Hegel didn't consider the Black, and it isn't the 
least hit true that the master is interested in the Black 
at all. The really Absolute, where there is no reciprocity, 
is this slave who in addition to being a slave, in addi- 
tion to being the exploited labor, is Black, and is not at 
all recognized by the Other. " Then Dunayevskaya makes 
her own development of the discussion: "Therefore, the 
dialectic would have to be much sharper, and see a cer- 
tain transformation of reality which was deeper, than 
that of Hegel. "* 

How deep does the dialectic need to become when 
the subject is woman, is Black woman? 

Women's interest in Fanon is part of that passion 
for philosophy that Dunayevskaya recognizes as a "pas- 
sion for freedom." I'm looking forward to seeing how the 
discussion that L Boogie has begun again continues. 

* Raya Dunayevskaya, The Power of Negativity: Select- 
ed Writings on the Dialectice in Hegel and Marx (Lexington 
Books, 2002), pp. 192-194. 



by Artemis 

In December, Ina May Gaskin was awarded the 
Right Livelihood Award for pioneering the modern 
midwifery and home birthing movements and for call- 
ing attention to the U.S. maternal death rate — one of 
the highest in the industrialized world, especially for 
Black and Hispanic women. The award sparked fierce 
controversy within the feminist community between 
those for home births and those like Dr. Amy Tuteur, 
a retired obstetrician, who stated that homebirth has 
killed more women and babies than hospital birth. 

❖ ❖ ❖ 

On Nov. 7, the UN Committee on the Elimination of 
Discrimination Against Women ruled that Peru amend 
its laws to allow abortion in cases of rape and guaran- 
tee access to abortion when it is already legal — when a 
woman's life or health is endangered. Women's groups 
sued on behalf of a 13-year-old-girl, raped by neighbor- 
hood men for four years. Upon becoming pregnant, she 
attempted suicide by jumping off a roof. She survived 
with a broken spine, but doctors refused to operate as 
it might harm her pregnancy. She miscarried, but the 
delay in her care decreased the success of the surgery, 
and she is now a quadriplegic. 

❖ ❖ ❖ 

On Nov. 17, Congresswoman Jackie Speier (D- 
Calif.) announced the STOP (Sexual Assault Train- 
ing Oversight and Prevention) act to create a military 
Sexual Oversight and Response Office to remove the 
handling of sexual assaults from the chain of com- 
mand. Now, women must report sexual assault to their 
immediate supervisors, who must then go up the chain 
of command. But most assailants are of higher rank 
than their victims, who in some cases must report to 
the rapists. Also, victims have often been punished by 
commanders trying to protect their reputations from 
scandal. Military rape is rampant, with nearly one in 
three women sexually assaulted, under 20% of assaults 
reported, and a mere 8% of assailants prosecuted. 


'A Survivor's Story' 

Reform at Victory: a Survivor's Story by Michele 
Ulriksen (Pizan Media, 2008, 300 pages) 

Reform at Victory is the memoir that sparked the 
creation of Survivors of Institutional Abuse (SIA), an 
organization of adult survivors of abuse at facilities 
that purport to help troubled teens. The organization's 
main focus is fundamentalist Christian "treatment" 
programs. Its mission is both personal healing and ac- 
tivism. Jodi Hobbs, the president of SIA, states that it 
"would not be here without Michele" because she "in- 
spired others to speak out and share their own testi- 
mony of what happened to them." 

Michele Ulriksen (aka. Tresler-Ulriksen) wrote 
about her horrific incarceration at age 16 at Victory 
Christian Academy, a residential program for girls. 
She spent her adult life as a public speaker and activist 
to change the laws that allow these institutions to get 
away with severe, unconstitutional and illegal abuse 
by being unlicensed and unregulated by the state. She 
also spoke out against the faith-based initiative started 
by the Bush administration that continues to funnel 
money to them. Ulriksen tirelessly pursued Michael 
Palmer, who ran Victory, and she was instrumental in 
shutting down institutions that he continued to open. 
Like the other survivors of these places, she was left 
with PTSD, depression, and alcohol and drug addic- 
tion. Just when she seemed to have overcome them, she 
committed suicide from a drug overdose at the age of 41 
in March of 2011. 

'CHRISTIANS' USE CULT-LIKE TACTICS 

Although Ulriksen' s 

experiences took place in 
the 1980s, the same tactics 
continue to be used by fun- 
damentalists in programs 
for teens. They are the 
same tactics used by cults 
to break people down 
and make them accept 
control and abuse. Ul- 
riksen's parents told her 
they were taking her on 
a family outing. When 
they arrived at Vic- 
tory, the staff dragged 
her from the car and 
locked her in a small, 
dark room, where she 
was forced to listen to 
Christian music and sermons 

at full volume. When she was finally let out, it was ex- 
plained that she would stay there for a year and would 
not see her family for four months. 

For two weeks, she was not allowed to speak to 
or look at the other residents except for her "buddy" 
Kathy, who was one of the Helpers. These were a few, 
select girls who were trusted to explain the rules to the 
new inmates. The staff pressured the Helpers to police 
the behavior of the girls, and all were expected to report 
on each other. Intercoms allowed the staff to overhear 
conversations. A long list of forbidden words included 
not only swear words but slang. Everything in the secu- 
lar world was considered sinful, and forbidden topics 
of conversation included pants (considered sinful for 
women), boys, rock music, and celebrities. 

The residents were told what to do every minute 
of the day, much of which was Bible study. Their three 
hours per day of "school" consisted of Bible stories and 
creationism. The educational certificates they issued 
were not recognized by the outside world. The daily 
"chapel services" consisted of Palmer ranting about un- 
submissive women and their sexuality as well as ho- 
mosexuality. The girls were also subjected to "rap ses- 
sions" in which one girl was singled out and the others 
encouraged to criticize her misdeeds and mannerisms 
such as how she laughed, ate, or smelled. The staff fre- 
quently called the girls names such as "whoremonger" 
and "slut" and inflicted physically abusive punish- 
ments. Girls were in such a state of anxiety that they 
got "saved" over and over and felt guilty if they didn't 
really believe in fundamentalist Christianity. 

LAWS SHOULD PROTECT NOT HARM TEENS 

Like many teens incarcerated in these programs, 
Ulriksen's only "problem" was typical teenage misbe- 
havior. Girls with mental illnesses or eating disorders, 
and even those who attempted suicide were not given 
therapy but simply punished. Psychiatric medications 
were treated the same as illegal drugs, and there were 
no doctor visits because physical illness was considered 
the result of sin. 

In spite of the fact that over a hundred deaths 
as well as sexual assaults and constant physical and 
emotional abuse have occurred at these facilities, each 
reported case is treated as an individual incident by 
the courts and media. Republicans have been success- 
ful in stopping regulation of these places. A few activ- 
ist groups have attempted to change the laws and raise 
public awareness, but SIA has had the most success 
because, using the internet and other media, it has 
brought survivors together to tell their stories. 

— Adele 
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Dockers, Occupy dose Western ports 


Oakland, Calif. — Following a shutdown of the Oak- 
land Port on Nov. 2, whose success took the port and 
city authorities by surprise, Occupy Oakland called an- 
other shutdown for Dec. 12. 

This time, Occupy Oakland linked the shutdown to 
demands for which port workers have been fighting: in 
support of the Los Angeles non- 
unionized truck drivers who 
were fired for wearing union 
T-shirts and the Longview, 

Washington, longshoremen in 
their struggle against EGT. 

EGT has built its own termi- 
nal, and insists on hiring only 
non-union longshoremen, at- 
tempting to break ILWU. 

The call for a port shut- 
down in solidarity with port 
workers was answered so 
widely that it became a West 
Coast shutdown. On Dec. 12 in 
Oakland, at least 1,000 people 
came out at 5:30 AM to picket 
the entrance to the port, preventing the workers and 
truck drivers from entering for the day shift. Thou- 
sands more came in the afternoon, shutting down the 
evening shift. People stayed most of the night, continu- 
ing the shutdown. Seattle, Portland and Long Beach all 
participated in the West Coast port shutdown, which 
stretched from Anchorage to San Diego. 

We heard rumors that Houston port protesters 
had a tent dropped on them and gas fired into the tent 
before they were arrested. New York City and Denver 
held protests in solidarity with port workers. 

The port and the government did all they could 
to prevent the shutdown. The media interviewed truck- 
ers who complained that even a one-day shutdown cut 
into their wages. Oakland Mayor Jean Quan decried 
the hit the city's empty coffers would take from a one- 
day break in port traffic, and California Governor Jerry 
Brown wanted to use the police to keep the port open. 
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will merely "assist" by remote in delivering to students 
lessons predetermined by the computer. As there are 
no lectures, curriculum is seen strictly as information 
delivery to be regurgitated by students to earn credits. 

Like healthcare workers, Rosenbaum insists teach- 
ers are not against this technology but want to have 
a say in how it is used. While politicians and pundits 
keep saying that youth need to be educated for the 
technology jobs of the future, teachers keep getting 
handed pink slips and technology promises even more 
pink slips. Replacing teachers as a cost-saving device is 
the real motivation for introducing computers in Idaho. 
Those teachers and healthcare providers who remain 
working complain that rampant computerization se- 
verely diminishes critical thinking, which is only pos- 
sible through dialog and human interaction. 

THE DEHUMANIZATION OF EDUCATION 

I learned more about the shocking dehumaniza- 
tion of education when I asked my 15-year-old niece in 
North Carolina why she hadn't come outside her house 
for weeks on end and she told me it was "unnecessary." 
She said she is being "home schooled" by a commercial 
internet-schooling website approved by the state de- 
partment of education. When I asked, "Who keeps track 
of your progress?" she replied, "The computer." There 
are no lectures, no adult supervision. The computer has 
become the sole teacher, mentor, and companion. There 
is no physical education, no field trips, no art or music. 

I saw an indication of what the future holds for the 
teachers missing from my niece's life when Donna, a re- 
tired Oakland teacher, had to be admitted to the hospi- 
tal because she recently developed a disabling condition 
since becoming homeless after a foreclosure. She told 
me, "I used to think that working all my life teaching 
kids was all I needed to do to feel I was contributing 
something valuable to society, and society would take 
care of me in return. I thought it was a profession ev- 
eryone respected. I don't feel that respect anymore." 
BRAVE NEW WORLD OF WAGE LABORERS 

Karl Marx in his Communist Manifesto anticipated 
our brave new world when he saw that, through con- 
stantly revolutionizing instruments of production, the 
capitalists keep adding to the proletarian class. "The 
bourgeoisie," he wrote, "has stripped of its halo every 
occupation hitherto honored and looked up to with rev- 
erent awe. It has converted the physician, the lawyer, 
the priest, the poet, the man of science, into its paid 
wage laborers." 

The Occupy movement is demonstrating what 
Marx wrote over 160 years ago in the Manifesto. "We 
are the 99% " highlights that nearly everyone now has 
been drawn into the vortex of proletarianization, that 
is, dehumanization by capital. 


Governments' coordinated attacks on many Occupy 
Movements' encampments meant that the movement 
has grown in other ways. It includes expressing solidar- 
ity with workers. Occupy Oakland actively supported 
striking American Licorice factory workers in Union 
City. All 178 employees walked out on Dec. 5 over un- 
fair take-aways 
in medical ben- 
efits. On Jan. 9 
about 100 Oc- 
cupy Oakland 
protesters pick- 
eted the factory 
between 5:00 
and 6:00 AM, 
forcing manage- 
ment and se- 
curity to sneak 
in through the 
back door. One 
strike supporter 
said, "We see 
any situation in 
our area where people are being scared by the 1%, and 
if we have time for it, we're going to help." A worker at 
the factory said, "We're happy. We want more Occupy 
people to come." 

Another form solidarity takes is defending those 
whose houses have been stolen by banks through fore- 
closures. Victims of police violence are offered trauma 
support services. Occupy Oakland's feminist/Queer 
bloc is organizing to occupy/decolonize a building and 
establish a collective space in Oakland. (To get up-to- 
date information see occupyoakland.org) 

And while solidarity with prisoners has been a 
theme all along, Occupy Oakland General Assembly 
voted on Jan. 9 to participate in a National Occupy Day 
in Support of Prisoners by co-sponsoring a demonstra- 
tion in front of San Quentin on Feb. 20 (see http://occu- 
pyoakland.org/2012/01/7-at-18-ga-national-occupy-day- 
in-support-of-prisoners/). — Shutdown supporter 

Blaming P.0, workers 

Battle Creek, Mich. — For nearly 200 years the U.S. 
Post Office Department functioned as a public service 
agency. The delivery of the mail relied almost exclusive- 
ly on manual labor, with management in the hands of 
politically appointed individuals. More recently, howev- 
er, it looks as though the renamed United States Postal 
Service may go the way of the horse and buggy. 

The post office lost the parcel post business to Unit- 
ed Parcel Service 50 years ago. Over 20 years ago it 
lost out again to Federal Express, which created a new 
"overnight" class of mail. 

Angered over unsafe working conditions and low 
wages, postal workers took matters into their own 
hands in 1970 with a nationwide strike — the only gov- 
ernment workers to strike during the Vietnam War. 
Afterwards the government treated them like "the en- 
emy." The government's response to the strike was the 
passage of the Postal Reorganization Act of 1971. 

The replacement of human labor by machines and 
"scientific" management of the workplace became the 
order of the day. The centers of the 1970 wildcat strike 
had been in the major postal facilities in large cities. In 
Detroit, Pittsburgh, Philadelphia, and New York City, 
some 50-75% of the workers — and strikers — had been 
Black. Moving the postal facilities to the suburbs al- 
tered the racial composition of the workforce. 

Beginning with the 1986 massacre at the Edmund, 
Okla., Post Office by postal worker/army reservist Pat- 
rick Henry Sherrill, a ten-year series of shootings and 
mass murders occurred at post offices across the coun- 
try. The PO became the definition of a toxic work en- 
vironment. Postal workers were depicted in the mass 
media as objects of derision. 

One of these mass killings happened near where 
I worked on Valentine's Day 1998. Gary Hicks, model 
postal worker who was getting divorced, doused his 
house in Vicksburg, Mich., with gasoline and lit the 
incendiary, killing himself and his three young daugh- 
ters. They are all buried in the Fort Custer National 
Cemetery near Battle Creek. Today, perhaps the opera- 
tive phrase is "e-mail is the new snail mail." 

The PO's business model is obsolete. The main aim 
of the 1971 reorganization was to weaken the unions 
and destroy the social networks that existed in the 
old downtown post offices and the surrounding neigh- 
borhoods so that a 1970-style strike could not happen 
again. In this they have succeeded, but in the process 
they destroyed the post office. It reminds me of that 
gem of wisdom from the Vietnam War — "We had to de- 
stroy the village in order to save it!" 

If the politicians manage to finally kill (privatize) 
the postal service, it will certainly prove to be a gold 
mine for whatever vulture venture capitalist firm takes 
it over. It will mean the end of universal service — the 
glue that bound this country together. 

It will also mean another spark for the bellows. 

— Retired Postal Worker 



Occupy protesters on Nov. 2. on their way to shut down the port of Oakland. 


Miners' lives bought 
at discount rates 

Detroit — A $209 million settlement, and a record 
$10.8 million in fines: that's what newspaper headlines, 
TV and radio news reports throughout the nation pro- 
claimed on Dec. 7 for the mine safety violations that 
killed 29 coal miners on April 5, 2010, at the Upper Big 
Branch mine in West Virginia. It was then owned by 
Massey Energy and headed by the notorious safety vio- 
lator Don Blankenship, known widely also for breaking 
unions and environmental pollution laws. 

Massey Energy has been bought by Alpha Natu- 
ral Resources, which paid the fines under the condition 
that it would not be prosecuted. This ruse is a common 
corporate practice: to change the name of the company 
involved in a national scandal to remove public remem- 
brance of the name of the scandal originator. 

The final reports of the Justice Department and 
the Mine Health and Safety Agency confirmed what 
the coal miners in that mine had known for years: that 
Blankenship placed coal profits far above the safety and 
lives of the miners. The reports revealed 369 safety vio- 
lations, with nine of those being so lethal and obvious 
that they contributed directly to the deadly explosion. 

The reports also concluded that the cause of 
the explosion was "unlawful policies and prac- 
tices" that included worker intimidation, ignor- 
ing safety equipment failures, unlawful coal dust 
accumulations, inadequate air circulation and 
the use of two sets of safety records to hide vio- 
lations, one set for safety investigators and the 
other with real information for the company. 

That $209 million covers $35 million to pay for 
previous administrative penalties, $80 million for safe- 
ty and infrastructure at Massey mines, $48 million for 
a mine health and safety trust fund and $46.5 million 
for families of victims of the explosion. But that $46.5 
million includes $16.5 million in payment for individual 
lawsuits already filed. This leaves $30 million for the 
remaining victims, which establishes a limit on how 
much each individual can get. 

What is more startling is the Justice Department's 
announcement that Massey will not be criminally 
charged and will not have to admit to any wrongdoing. 
Clearly, the existing mine safety laws leave many loop- 
holes for mine companies to wiggle through. Republi- 
cans in Congress and coal lobbyists have blocked all 
efforts to legislate stronger mine safety laws that were 
introduced following the Upper Big Branch explosion. 

All mine safety vioations are misdemeanors 
under present laws. Proposed mine safety reform 
laws would make some safety violations a felony. 
New laws would also make intimidation of min- 
ers, a common practice at Massey for reporting 
safety violations, illegal. But there is agreement 
from all observers that no mine safety laws will 
even be allowed to come up in an election year. 
So miners and their families remain victims of a 
political system that puts politics before the lives 
of people. 

Despite the many loopholes that coal mine opera- 
tors use to escape penalties for unsafe practices, there 
is one criminal provision that exists to bring criminal 
charges against Blankenship and other Massey policy- 
making executives, and that is for falsifying records. 

This clearly happened at the Big Branch mine. The 
individuals responsible for the deaths of the 29 miners 
and the remaining horrors the survivors must endure 
should all be charged with criminal offenses and pros- 
ecuted to the full extent of the law. 

— Andy Phillips 



For Black History Month — 


A classic of labor history: 
Indignant Heart: a Black 
Workers Journal 


"When the Black com- 
munity in Watts, California, 
exploded in 1965, it was 
clearly Blacks against 
'whitey'...but when it hit 
Detroit in August 1967... 
the revolt was primarily 
against the police and 
shop owners— large 
and small— who were 
known or believed to 
be gouging Blacks 
and poor people." 

—Charles Den by 


To order, see page 7 
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Dialectics of revolution in Africa, Asia 


FROM THE WRITINGS OF 

RAYADUNAYEVSKAYA 


Editor's note: The upsurge of freedom struggles 
from Arab Spring to Occupy Wall Street makes it 
imperative to learn from the revolutions of a half- 
century ago in Africa, Asia and Latin America, not 
alone as the excitement of masses in motion but as 
illuminating the role of theory and organization, and 
the dangers of a void in the philosophy of revolution. 
The piece excerpted here, written in 1984 as the intro- 
duction to a new edition of Nationalism, Commu- 
nism , Marxist-Humanism, and the Afro-Asian 
Revolutions, was a new essay in the philosophical 
comprehension of history and in the dialectics of or- 
ganization and philosophy. The full introduction can 
be found in the Raya Dunayevskaya Collection 
#8102. All footnotes are the author's. 

"Our epoch is a birth-time and a period of transi- 
tion. " — G.W.F. Hegel, Phenomenology of Mind 

"When the narrow bourgeois form has been peeled 
away, what is wealth, if not universality of needs... the 
evolution of all human powers as such... the absolute 
movement of becoming. " — Karl Marx, Grundrisse 

The emergence in our age of a new Third World, 
not only Afro-Asian but Latin American and Middle 
Eastern, was no mere geographic designation, as mas- 
sive and substantive as that was. Rather, Third World 
became synonymous both with new forces of revolu- 
tion and with those new forces as Reason. These new 
revolutionary forces — peasants as well as proletar- 
ians, Women's Liberationists as well as youth anti- 
war activists — saw in that most exciting color, Black, 
so deep a revolutionary dimension and so intense an 
internationalism imbedded in their national liberation 
struggles that, far from being a "Third" World, it en- 
compassed the whole world.... 

JUST AS THE AFRICAN DIASPORA meant 
not only South Africa but South USA, and Black 
meant not only Africa — South, West, East and North — 
but also Latin America, including the Caribbean, so 
Black Consciousness, plunging into the struggle for 
freedom from Western imperialism, did not stop at the 
economic level anymore than did the East European 
freedom fighters struggling against Russian totalitari- 
anism calling itself Communism. By no means did this 
signify a forgetting of the economic impoverishment of 
the masses; while man does not live by bread alone, he 
must have bread to live. 

Once in power, however, the division between the 
leaders and the masses, whose revolutionary spon- 
taneity had achieved power for them, widened. What 
increased the distance between leaders and ranks 
was the problem of how to industrialize non-capital- 
istically, private or state; of how, at the same time, to 
expand political liberties and maintain worker control 
of production and the state. What was disclosed was 
a void in the philosophy of revolution. The banner of 
Marx's theory of liberation, which had been so great 
a pole of attraction, so powerful a force of mobilization 
and solidarity, was now narrowed to staying in power. 
Indeed, all sorts of shortcuts and substitutions, reli- 
gion included, were indulged in. The revolutions were 
aborted. 

As I put it in this pamphlet in 1959 1 : "So powerful 
and polarizing a force is the Marxist theory of libera- 
tion that throughout the Middle East, the Orient and 
Africa, there are attempts by various religions, Bud- 
dhism, Christianity and Mohammedanism, to find a 
bridge to it, even as there is a similar attempt on the 
part of Communist China and Russia." I warned that 
because the petty-bourgeois leaders had not faced the 
realities of the new stage of capitalism — state-capital- 
ism — and had not grasped the meaning of what the 
masses were doing in opposition to that new tyranny, 
they would inevitably fall into the old trap of thinking 
the workers backward and mislead them. 

IT WASN’T ONLY AYATOLLAH KHOMEINI 
who transformed the 1979 massive Iranian revolution 
into its total opposite — a counter-revolution. 2 It was 
the Left itself in Iran who aided in that usurping of 
their revolution by bowing to the religious substitute 
for philosophy, whether that affected the workers, the 

1. First published by News & Letters in Detroit in August 
1959, this pamphlet was republished in England in May 
1961 by the Left Group, Cambridge University Labour Club 
with a new Introduction and added material. 

2. See the collection of my eight Political -Philosophic Letters 
on "Iran: Revolution and Counter-Revolution," written be- 
tween Nov. 13, 1978, and Sept. 25, 1981, and translated into 
Farsi by Iranian revolutionaries. See also English transla- 
tion of the Introduction to the Farsi edition of this pamphlet 
on the Afro-Asian Revolutions by Raha, which was printed 
in News & Letters, August-September 1983. Of the many cri- 
ses in the Middle East, the most horrifying is the disintegra- 
tion and destruction of Lebanon, which began even before Is- 
rael's genocidal 1982 invasion. I am referring to the 1975-76 
Civil War. See my Political-Philosophic Letters of 1976, espe- 
cially Letter Number 6, "Lebanon: The Test Not Only of the 
PLO but the Whole Left." ( News & Letters, Detroit, Mich.) 


peasants, the Women's Liberationists, or the question 
of education. For that matter, the same attitude of ca- 
pitulation characterized the national liberation leaders 
in power who hung onto the state-capitalist Communist 
orbit of nuclear power. 

The Communist world, parading its state-capital- 
ism as "Marxism-Leninism," still serves as a pole of 
attraction for some revolutionaries in the Third World. 
And while Ronald Reagan's description of Russia as the 
"evil empire" convinces none outside of Reagan's capi- 
talist-imperialistic co-rulers, because U.S. imperialism 
is today's reigning world Behemoth, even an Ayatollah 
Khomeini has succeeded in presenting himself as "anti- 
imperialist" and the U.S. as the "Great Satan." None 
have faced world crises and realities from the vantage 
point of the freedom of the masses. It has resulted in the 
degradation of the national liberation movement itself. 

TAKE GRENADA, which won power on its own 
and maintained it for more than three years, and yet 
tailended one of the world superpower orbits, which 
meant silence on the crucial question of dialectics 
of revolution. The result was both that philosophy of 
revolution was degraded to the question of "leadership 
methods" and that they were so dominated by the view 
of the "backwardness of the masses" that all discussions 
were kept a secret from them. Can the Left possibly not 
face the fact that the first shot of counter-revolution 
came from within the new Party, which thus opened 
the road for U.S. imperialism's invasion? 3 Nothing can 
erase the stark fact that the shot that murdered Mau- 
rice Bishop came from his co-leaders in the Party, led 
by Bernard Coard and Hudson Austin. Nor can anyone 
skip over the infantilism of making the point of debate 
a question of Maximum Leader vs. collective leadership 
and "leadership method," instead of the dialectics of 
revolution and the question of which road to take out 
of the crisis in their country, a crisis determined by the 
myriad world crises. 

As the analysis of the battle of ideas in National- 
ism, Communism, Marxist-Humanism and the Afro- 
Asian Revolutions shows, from the very first emergence 
of the Third World, I held that to assure the forward 
movement of this new world it is as important to work 
out the new stage of cognition as the new stage of eco- 
nomic realities. It now becomes imperative for the Left 
to face itself; to take a deeper look at what was truly 
new in the last two decades since the first publication 
of this pamphlet when a new world had arisen. None of 
the mass revolts have suffered either from lack of dar- 
ing or of initiative. Nor, for that matter, have they suf- 
fered from lack of sacrifice by both masses and leaders. 
Nevertheless, what the past two decades have revealed 
is a failure to meet the challenge from the masses. What 
was demanded was a totally new relationship of theory 
to practice which was grounded in the new movement 
from practice that was itself a form of theory. 

...[T]he theoretician's task is to work out a new 
point of departure in theory, a philosophy of revolution. 

THE TASK IS NOT SIMPLY to go in for ever 
more activism as if that alone could achieve a full, suc- 
cessful social revolution. Theory is a rigorous as well as 
creative activity that cannot be picked up "en route." It 
gives action its direction. Each age must work out for 
itself the principles of Marx's Humanism. 

The new generation of revolutionaries cannot 
avoid responsibility for that by indulging in shortcuts 
and weightless abstractions. When, in the last decade 
of Marx's life, he witnessed the unprincipled, empty 
rhetoric for unification of two socialist organizations, 
he insisted, in his sharp critique, that only an interna- 
tionalism unseparated from principles of revolution-in- 
permanence could become the ground for organization. 4 
Otherwise, Marx cautioned, the unity should be limited 
to unity of action against what is, while one continued 
to work out theory as ground for principled unification. 
First of all, it was necessary to clear one's head. 

To meet the theoretic challenge of a new stage of 
cognition, one has to have full confidence in the masses, 
not only as force but as Reason — that is to say, confi- 
dence that their movement from practice as a form of 
theory does, indeed, signify that they can participate in 
the working out of a new theory. That is exactly what 
was lacking in the leadership in Grenada as they de- 
bated so-called "leadership methods" instead of the dia- 
lectical methodology which flows from a philosophy of 
revolution. Without that, leaders inevitably fell into the 
trap of hanging onto one or another state power. 

There are signs of a new direction in the attempts, 
East and West, North and South, to restate Marx's 
Humanism for our age. Thus, in Nigeria, among other 
African countries, the Marx centenary brought out no 
less than a thousand scholars, trade unionists, and rev- 

3. See my Political-Philosophic Letter of Nov. 28, 1983: "Coun- 
ter-Revolution and Revolution: Grenada, the Caribbean 
Today, and the Challenge from Thirty Years of Movements 
from Practice That Were Themselves Forms of Theory," 
available from News & Letters. 

4. See Marx's Critique of the Gotha Program and my analysis 
of this profound document in Chapter XI of Rosa Luxem- 
burg, Women s Liberation, and Marx's Philosophy of Revo- 

lution: "The Philosopher of Permanent Revolution Creates 
New Ground for Organization." 


olutionary activists, to discuss the "body of theories, 
founded by Karl Marx," a discussion which was broad 
enough to also focus "on the way in which patriarchal 
and sexist prejudices are being increasingly propagat- 
ed in Africa." 5 This recognition of a new revolutionary 
force is a beginning but a beginning only. 

THAT THIS PAMPHLET can aid in grappling 
with the task today of articulating, rethinking, how to 
develop the unification of theory/practice with these 
new forces of revolution has been proved by what we 
have learned from Marx's last writings — his Ethno- 
logical Notebooks. 6 That is to say, the presentation of 
Marx's Marxism as a totality, as a new continent of 
thought and of revolution, has been verified by the pub- 
lication of those writings which touch on the problemat- 
ic of our day — the Third World. They round out Marx's 
break with capitalist society and his first discovery of 



Dec. 23 "women's march" in Alexandria, Egypt, protesting military rule 
and condemning recent attacks on women activists. 


a whole new continent of thought as Marx articulated 
it in the 1844 Humanist Essays, which did not limit 
his revolutionary challenge to capitalism only to what 
he was against and meant to overthrow. Rather, in un- 
furling the banner of revolution, Marx's magnificent 
vision disclosed the new human relations he was for, 
from a new relationship of Man/Woman to the end of 
the division between mental and manual labor. In the 
1850s that vision pointed to the need for a "revolution 
in permanence"; and by 1857 his Grundrisse projected 
humanity's as well as the individual's development as 
an "absolute movement of becoming."... 

This trail to the 1980s is not any blueprint, nor was 
it fully worked out for his age. It is there for us to work 
out for our age. This pamphlet has laid the ground for 
that task. When the capitalistic (private and state), 
exploitative, crisis-ridden imperialistic world of 1984 
threatens to unloose a nuclear holocaust that would 
put an end to humanity as we have known it, it is clear 
that it is the urgency of the times which demands that 
this generation of revolutionaries turn to revolutionary 
praxis, to philosophy as action and action as philosophy. 

Let us put an end to substitutionism and return to 
Marx's philosophy of "revolution in permanence" to cre- 
ate nonexploit ative, non-sexist, non-racist, totally new 
human relations. 

—Raya Dunayevskaya, Feb. 15, 1984 

5. See report by Saidu Adamu, Conference Coordinator for 
the Steering Committee, in Journal of African Marxists, Is- 
sue 4, September 1983. The Conference was held March 14 
to 19, 1983. 

6. See Chapter XII of my work, Rosa Luxemburg, Women's 
Liberation, and Marx's Philosophy of Revolution: "The Last 
Writings of Marx Point a Trail to the 1980s," especially 
Section 2, on "The Unknown Ethnological Notebooks, the 
Unread Drafts of the Letter to Zasulich, as Well as the Un- 
digested 1882 Preface to the Russian Edition of the Com- 
munist Manifesto." 



Islam kotb http://www.flickr.com/photos/ifcc2000/6562359583/ 
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ESSAY 


Absolute 


by Ron Kelch 

[Absolute negativity] is the simple point of the neg- 
ative relation to self, the innermost source of all activ- 
ity, of all animate and spiritual self-movement, the dia- 
lectical soul that everything true possesses and through 
which alone it is true; for on this subjectivity alone rests 
the sublating of the opposition between concept and re- 
ality. 

— Hegel on second negation in the Absolute Idea 
You cannot abolish [Hegel's] philosophy without 
realizing it. — Karl Marx 


The Occupy Wall Street (OWS) movement that 
swept the country created, as Bay Area activist Ken 
Knabb put it, a "radical situation" that is "just a be- 
ginning." Further, no single demand captures the 
movement's sense that "every aspect of the system is 
problematic." This movement, Knabb suggests, drew 
its inspiration not only from the Arab Spring and the 
demands for "real democracy" in the public squares 
of Europe, but also "situationist theories and tactics" 
("The awakening in America," Slingshot , 2011). 

The Situationist International (SI) existed from 
1957 to 1972. Si's central theoretical work, Guy 
Debord's 1967 Society of the Spectacle (Black and Red, 
1983, further ref. as SP), attracted many who partici- 
pated in the May 1968 revolt in France. Knabb edited 
and translated Situationist International Anthology 
(Bureau of Public Secrets, Berkeley, Ca., 1981, further 
ref. as SIA), theoretical exchanges and SI publications, 
which young participants raised in discussions I had at 
Occupy Oakland. 

Anarchist youth helped orient the occupy move- 
ment toward Si's anti-statist, non-elitist Marxism, 
rejecting prevailing politics and economics in favor of 
asserting their own democratic relations and everyday 
practice. This total rejection is the idea the forces of 
"order" wanted to evict when they brutally crushed the 
peaceful "Oakland Commune" and other encampments 
in public squares. The occupiers created their own "sit- 
uation" and self-organization opposed to the prevail- 
ing mode of being spectators of reality as images and 
representations. 

It awoke a new generation to the possibility of over- 
coming decrepit capitalism. If this bold self-assertion, 
which has just begun, can't be evicted, how can it com- 
plete itself? How can it go beyond France 1968, which 
saw 10 million workers join occupying students, creat- 
ing a moment when suddenly "All things are possible," 
but which nevertheless saw Charles de Gaulle, who 
had been frightened enough to leave the country, even 
more securely in power with an overwhelming election 
victory on June 23, 1968? France 1968 underscored the 
problem: how to sustain a new beginning which comes 
out of activity as total opposition to what is? What is 
totality, not just as an opposition to the old, but posi- 
tively in relation to the new, including organization? 
PRACTICE, THEORY AND ORGANIZATION 

How did SI respond to this challenge from prac- 
tice in their revolutionary theory and organization? 
In 1969, then Situationist Rene Riesel discussed how 
SI saw its own role even as it singled out spontaneous 
workers' councils (soviets) as "the sole power... where 
people learn how to become conscious of their own 
action, where they 'realize philosophy'" (SIA, p.360). 
Should councilists, as they called themselves, dissolve 
their "organizations the very instant the councils first 
appear"? For Riesel, the answer "will be found only in 
practice" (SIA, p. 361) which means 3/4 of the partici- 
pants have to be workers, not workers in general but 
those "who have 'become dialecticians,' as they will 
have to become en masse in the exercise of the power of 
the councils" (SIA, p. 362). 

Here the council alone is the "necessary mediation 
between theory and practice": "Everything ultimately 
depends on how the new revolutionary movement re- 
solves the organization question; on whether its or- 
ganizational forms are consistent with its essential 
project: the international realization of the absolute 
power of workers councils as prefigured in the proletar- 
ian revolutions in this century" (SIA, p. 426). 

In other words, one becomes a dialectician through 
practice alone as in the emergence of soviets in the 
Russian Revolution. Once masses from below create 
councils, the universal, the goal, is "generalized self- 
management" (SIA, p. 363). How does a vision of "gen- 
eralized self-management" assure "becoming dialecti- 
cians" and "realizing philosophy"? 

For councilists, this vision was the opposite of the 
"Leninist theory of organization," the vanguard party 
to lead, which became the locus of a new state-capi- 
talist class and a counterrevolutionary repression of 
workers' struggle for self-determination. However, the 
same Lenin, as a minority opinion in the party, pro- 
claimed in 1917 "All power to the soviets!" and saw so- 
viets as the way to bring each one, "to a man, woman, 
and child," into running the whole society. 

A dramatic moment leading to Lenin's vision of 
universal self-management through soviets, came 


Negativity, Occupy and Situationists 


when he studied Hegel and broke with vulgar materi- 
alist Marxism, including his own. He saw in Hegel's de- 
piction of the practical Idea — "the self-certainty which 
the subject has... is a certainty of its own actuality and 
the non-actuality of the world" — a "pure materialism" 
that could achieve a "union of cognition and practice" 
(Lenin Collected Works, vol. 38, 212-14). 

This self-certainty resonates with the Si-oriented 
youth's irreverent rejection of the actuality of the pre- 
vailing world in favor of their own self-organization. 
What Lenin didn't heed, and perhaps needs under- 
scoring for today, is Hegel's warning that the practical 
Idea's fixation on the "intrinsically worthless" external 
world gets in the way of realizing its own power of cog- 
nition as it creates a new world, including organiza- 
tion. 

LENIN'S ORGANIZATIONAL DUALITY 

While SI ascribes "ulterior motives" (SIA, p. 427) 
to Lenin, his vision of universal self-management ex- 
isted transparently along side his holding to a van- 
guard party-state organization. Lenin's new apprecia- 
tion of Hegel 
was as well a 
new apprecia- 
tion of sponta- 
neous practice 
and organiza- 
tion. Lenin 

didn't give up 
on his idea of 
universal self- 
management. 

In the 1920-21 
dispute over 
trade unions 
after the civil 
war ended, 

Trotsky and 
Bukharin 
wanted to keep 
workers militarized and have the state control their 
unions because now they lived in a "workers' state." 
Lenin countered that no such "workers' state" had been 
achieved in reality and said the dialectic, in opposition 
to Bukharin's eclecticism, could only emerge in work- 
ers' own organizations where they could learn to self- 
manage the whole economy. 

Against Trotsky and Bukharin, Lenin saw the 
revolution as an alliance of workers with another dis- 
tinct class of toilers, Russia's predominantly peasant 
population, whose struggle to determine their every- 
day working lives was also integral to universal self- 
management. 

Lenin didn't make it easy to recognize the philo- 
sophic context for his appreciation of spontaneous or- 
ganization. Debord reduces the April Theses, with its 
electrifying exclamation "All power to the soviets!" to 
Lenin adopting Trotsky's theory of permanent revolu- 
tion (SP, para. 103). Not only philosophy but the open 
point of contention between Lenin and Trotsky, the 
peasantry as a distinct subject, simply vanishes. 

In his 1922-23 Testament, Lenin questioned 
whether the revolution had a future if differences with- 
in the party reflected objective differences between the 
workers and the peasants. Of Lenin's devastating cri- 
tiques of his co-leaders, the most provocative but least 
comprehended was that Bukharin, the party's favor- 
ite and most prolific theorist, did not comprehend the 
dialectic. Again, what exactly is "dialectic" once revolu- 
tionary practice demonstrates its total power over the 
actuality of the old? 

THEORY BEYOND THE PRACTICAL IDEA 

Post- 1968 exchanges within SI reveal a similarly 
undefined need to get beyond the limits of pure practice 
with a total dialectical perspective. In a self-critical 
evaluation of SI in 1970, Paolo Salvadori says the new- 
ness of the post- 1968 situation demands "beginning 
over again" to "deepen theory in a decisive manner" by 
which he meant the need for "our 1844 Manuscripts' 
and "our Critique of the Gotha Program." Salvadori 
asks, what is a new beginning that totally breaks with 
the old, but asks that in relation to past revolutions 
whose possibilities only "correspond[ed] to the level at- 
tained by the productive forces" (SIA, p. 467-8)? 

Debord answers that "it is necessary to dialec- 
tize...the question of the relation of Bolshevism to the 
backwardness of productive forces in Russia" claiming 
that Lenin's Bolshevism retarded the "central part of 
the productive forces: the revolutionary class's con- 
sciousness." Apart from this assessment of Lenin, is 
the force of "class consciousness," which is still bound 
up with opposition to the old, sufficient when a new 
actuality emerges with popular and revolutionary self- 
organization? 

When Marx analyzed the emergence of the "pro- 
ductive power of social labour" under capitalism, he 
singled out not "class consciousness" but a universal 
of the kind he first introduced in 1844. With "co-op- 
eration," says Marx, the worker "strips off the fetters 
of his individuality, and develops the capabilities of 


his species" ( Capital , p. 447, Fowkes trans.). The total 
lie of isolated individuality perpetuated by capitalism 
is a fetter that can only be fully, consciously, broken 
when workers' co-operation becomes freely associated, 
as in the Paris Commune (PC), the 1871 revolutionary 
"workers' council" singled out by Marx. 

Far from making the PC the sole "mediation be- 
tween theory and practice" Marx returns in his 
1875 Critique of the Gotha Program to his 1844 
Manuscripts to lay out the principles of a Marx- 
ist organization which are inseparable from 
principles of a post-capitalist society. The post- 
capitalist concerns singled out by Marx, like the need 
for labor to go from "mere means to prime necessity of 
life," echo themes in his recreation of Hegel's dialectic 
in the 1844 Manuscripts. 

SI didn't deepen theory with their own 1844 
Manuscripts. Further, they took no hints from how the 
content of those manuscripts spoke to the 1956 Hun- 
garian revolutionaries whose workers' councils fought 
official Communism. Answering Salvadori on how 
to begin anew in a new reality, Debord 
brings in Magritte's painting of a pipe 
with its notation "This is not a pipe," re- 
turning to the Situationists' theme that 
the old reality is the self-alienation of 
human beings from one another through 
images or representations. Debord then 
criticizes Si's "underuse of theory," their 
failure to unite theory and practice. By 
1971, Debord felt SI should no longer exist 
because it "has not applied its own theory 
in the very activity of the formulation of 
that theory..." (SIA, p. 478) Debord never 
looks to the 1844 Manuscripts' new dia- 
lectical sense of reality that could speak 
to a mass awakening created in practice. 

A central idea of Marx's 1844 Manu- 
scripts is that humans are species beings 
whose innate capacities are constantly 
externalized and expanded, continuously 
transforming their own nature as well as external na- 
ture. Key is not only the negation of the given, whether 
external nature or human nature, but a second nega- 
tion, an ongoing negative return to self as confirma- 
tion of those innate human capacities. What distin- 
guishes humans from other species is that their labor 
or engagement with nature is "free conscious activity." 
This species character is violated when labor becomes 
a mere means to make a living as under capitalism 
which creates a class of people who have no way to sur- 
vive except by selling their ability to labor. 

Marx's positive concept of labor encompasses all 
the ways humans materially and spiritually recreate 
their humanity, including working the fields. In this 
context Marx reasserts Hegel's absolute "negation of 
the negation", absolute negativity, as an internally 
generated movement that finally overcomes being de- 
fined by what one is against. Communism, for exam- 
ple, cannot be the goal of human development because 
as the opposite of private property, it is still another 
form of property. Negation of the negation in a univer- 
sal sense of negative return to self is "positive human- 
ism beginning from itself." 

After the collapse of the highpoint of 1960s' pure 
activism, Raya Dunayevskaya turned to Hegel straight 
as the only one who, in his critique of the practical 
Idea, sees negation of the negation explicitly shaping 
a new unity of theory and practice. (See "From The 
Archives" column, opposite page.) 

HEGEL'S ABSOLUTE DIALECTIC 

An awakening like OWS that radically shifts the 
prevailing discourse, reveals what Hegel meant when 
he insisted absolute method is not esoteric, it is the 
most objective and real of sciences. "Becoming dialecti- 
cians" and "realizing philosophy," however, cannot be 
taken for granted when all the old ways of thinking 
keep attaching a truncated meaning onto the new mo- 
ment. Now is the time not just for more activity but 
to seriously engage Hegel's absolute method that 
recognizes the power of thought in every new moment 
of externalization, including organization. 

Beginning from the immanence of the idea in re- 
ality, Hegel says theory that reaches absolute method 
can never be something that is used. Using theory im- 
plies it is applied externally in the manner of a tool. 
No, the negation of the negation in the absolute is a 
negative self-relation shaping a totally new unity of 
theory and practice. Far from shutting down, a revo- 
lutionary organization's responsibility to engage the 
idea immanent in practice becomes most urgent when 
the idea reveals its power in new organizational forms. 
Stopping at the practical Idea or actuality as the sub- 
ject's self-certainty against the old, which both SI and 
Lenin did, cannot reveal reality as the idea immanent 
in practice, that is, the power not only of conscious- 
ness but cognition. In both cases, a failure to spell out 
the dialectic in-and-for-itself makes organization an 
enclave separate from realizing the Hegelian-Marxian 
philosophy of freedom. 



Ceci TL’eMpjcu turn ftifue. 

Magritte's painting with a notation "This is not a pipe" chal- 
lenges representational reality. How does the Hegelian-Marx- 
ian dialectic of freedom, aiming to go beyond "picture think- 
ing," answer that challenge? 
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THE STATE OF THE WORLD AS WE BEGIN 2012 


I'm deeply enamored of the contents 
of every issue of N&L. This is because 
the articu- 





t* BEGINNING 



lation of 
the various 
issues ad- 
dressing the 
multitude 
of socioeco- 
nomic crises, brought on by economic 
contraction affecting capital relations, 
points to how deep the revolution must 
go. In addition, one is given a very clear 
and concrete perspective that all those 
issues combining to make our lives 
so miserable are related to one direct 
source: capitalism. But the most crucial 
element of N&L has to do with its advo- 
cacy for the unity of theory and practice, 
and its evolving into a philosophy of lib- 
eration. Faruq 

Pelican Bay, Calif. 


Here are some plain facts. We live 
in a carnival of mirrors. The images that 
we, the 99%, take to be representations 
of ourselves are, in unreality, images of 
beasts of burden, or conforming pup- 
pets. We shake off the nightmare, exit 
the circus carnival and claim ourselves: 
Spontaneous combustion: the igniting of 
substances through the body of our own 
Subjectivity. Paul 

New York City 


The National Defense Authorization 
Act (NDAA) which President Obama 
signed into law on New Year's Eve 
gives an alarming warning about what 
2012 holds in store for us. It contains a 
sweeping worldwide indefinite detention 
provision. It has no time or geographic 
limits. It can be used by our current and 
future presidents to militarily detain 
people captured far from any battlefield. 
Obama signed this despite having ear- 
lier declared that he would veto this out- 
rageous bill. Now he will become known 
in history as the president who signed 
into law indefinite detention without 
charge or trial. Happy new year. 

Alarmed 

Midwest 


After the ejection of the disastrous 
Socialist government of Zapatero from 
the government, the rightist Partida 
Popular (PP) of Rajoy won a majority. 
Its remedy for Spain's failing economy 
is an attack on the workers by freez- 
ing the minimum wages at 641 Euros/ 
month ($932), which is almost nothing 
to live on with the high cost of food, 
energy and rent; and increasing local 
taxes. Rent has increased 66% over the 
last ten years. Many youth are going to 
other countries for work, and 77% of the 
remaining population believe that the 
economic crisis will get even worse. 

The only glimpse of hope for the 
country is the voice of the Indigna- 
dos who raised the banner of "No Home, 
No Job, No Pension, No Fear." They are 
questioning the root cause of the chaos 


brought by free market thinkers and 
leaders who only pay lip service to the 
masses and follow the rules of the rich 
and corporations' demands. It depends 
on the masses to tear up these horrific 
conditions of free enterprise for the 
haves over the enslaved workers. 

Manel 

Spain 

I want to tell my Egyptian broth- 
ers: Do not give up your revolution! The 
same thing happened in my country. 
The military generals claimed they were 
here only as a "caretaker" government, 
until elections. They haven't left for 
more than 50 years! We are still under 
a military dictatorship. Field Marshall 
Tantawi is Mubarak's dog, just like 
President Thein Sein is General Than 
Shwe's pet dog. He is our Burmese Tan- 
tawi. President Obama, call off your 
dogs in Egypt and Burma! 

Burmese Exile 
West Coast 

In a recent visit to Iran, it was evi- 
dent in the faces of people of Tehran that 
the bad economy, the political repres- 
sion, unemployment and the Western 
embargo against Iran are taking their 
toll. Many people are dispirited trying to 
make a living under a regime that in the 
name of religion has taken happiness 
out of the spirit of the nation. There is 
hardly anyone who reads the newspa- 
pers since they are so insulting to the 
intelligence of the average man that in 
protest no one wants to read the lies of 
the government of Iran, such as compar- 
ing their jail to best-rated hotels! 

Iranian Exile 
USA 

Resistance is growing among stu- 
dents, educators, and AARP members 
against an extreme effort to cut access 
to community colleges in California. The 
"California Community College Student 
Success Task Force," financed by private 
interests with deep links to big business, 
propose to scrap non-credit courses, add- 
ing restrictive placement tests, incapaci- 
tating local college boards, and sharply 
raising fees for students seeking second 
degrees and those not transferring to 
four-year colleges. 

An estimated 200,000 California 
students will be excluded from higher 
education if the recommended legisla- 
tion passes. To sign a petition against 
the Task Force, go to: http://tinyurl.com/ 
c3aj4kc and email both Governor Jerry 
Brown and California Community Col- 
lege Chancellor Jack Scott. Save higher 
education for those who aren't rich! 
Keep posted! D. Cheneville 

Oakland, Calif. 

*** 

An elderly friend of mine was talk- 
ing about how much difference there 
is now in how people look at the police 
compared to when he was a kid. Back 
then, he said, police were looked at as 


NEW DEVELOPMENTS IN RUSSIA: IN REVOLT, IN THEORY 


I heard the news of the largest 
protests in Russia since the dissolution 
of the USSR twenty years ago at just 
about the same time I heard about a 
new Russian edition of Marxism and 
Freedom by Raya Dunayevskaya get- 
ting off the press in Moscow. 

Whether or not that can be consid- 
ered merely a coincidence, it raises the 
question of how successful this historic 
work will be in showing students and 
workers there that Marx's Marxism 
was the very opposite of the Stalinism 
they had suffered after the Russia Rev- 
olution was turned into its opposite. 

The protests there today are one 
more proof of the impact of the world- 
wide wave of revolt that began with 
Arab Spring last year and now faces 
how to continue to the deep uprooting 
needed. 

Octogenarian 

Illinois 

I'm so excited about the new Rus- 


sian edition of Dunayevskaya' s Marx- 
ism and Freedom. In his letter about 
the beautiful cover of the new edition, 
Richard Greeman wrote: 

"I think Raya would have loved the 
cover, which was specially designed by 
Julia Guseva, an ardent feminist, the 
Russian translator of Victor Serge and 
librarian of the Victor Serge Library in 
Moscow. The sans-culotte woman ties 
Marx in with the French Revolution." 

It really is wonderful and I too 
think that Dunayevskaya would have 
been thrilled by it. Can you tell me and 
other readers how to order a copy? 

Feminist 
Bremerton, Wash. 

Editor s note : The new Russian 
edition of Marxism and Freedom can 
be ordered directly from the publish- 
er, Praxis Research and Educational 
Center, at http://www.praxiscenter.ru/ 
about_us/publikatsii/. See page 11 for 
more information on the book. 



good people trying to help you out if you 
got into a bad situation. He referred to 
friendly advice a police officer gave him 
when he had gotten into trouble as a 
youngster. That is completely different 
now, he noted, referring specifically to 
the extreme police power in the Patriot 
Act that can throw people in jail for go- 
ing on strike if that strike is declared to 
be a national emergency, and also noted 
the increasing amount of surveillance 
and invasion of privacy that permeates 
the whole of society. Old Radical 

Detroit, Mich. 

*** 

I hope nobody misses the impor- 
tance of the graphic printed in the last 
issue with the Readers' Views on "Voices 
from the Inside." While hard to read, 
its words, printed with a picture of the 
Statue of Liberty, are a powerful indict- 
ment of U.S. reality today: "Welcome 
to America, home to 5% of the world's 
people & 25% of the world's prisoners." 

Kei 

Los Angeles 


OCCUPY EVERYTHING 

Through the N&L class series I've 
attended ("Dialec- 
tics of organization 
and philosophy in 
today's freedom 
struggles, Karl 
Marx, and Marx- 
ist-Humanism"), 

I am beginning to 
get a better understanding of the mis- 
interpretations of Marx and Hegel that 
abound and that I think may be deliber- 
ate. How the classes related to Occupy 
Wall Street (OWS) helped me begin to 
understand some of the terms we use. 

The occupy movements are one lo- 
cale to work out the dialectic. It is only 
one locale and a lot of people will try to 
hijack it. Occupy Oakland is attracting a 
lot of people who don't go to demonstra- 
tions. It is proof that people can get to- 
gether and make things happen. It will 
have consequences in a lot of lives. 

Black woman 
Oakland, Calif. 

The "archives column" in the Nov.- 
Dec. 2012 issue on "Spontaneity and new 
beginnings," written by Dunayevksya in 
1977, illuminates what is going on in the 
world right now, giving crucial meaning 
to the front-page article on the Occupy 
movement by Gerry Emmett and Susan 
Van Gelder. 

Woman revolutionary 
Los Angeles 

On Nov. 15 we witnessed a 21st 
century capitalist counter-revolution in 
New York. The weapon of choice for may- 
ors from here to Oakland is "concern for 
public health and safety." Yet visit any 
neighborhood of working people and 
people of color and you'll have to look 
hard for this concern. Although OWS up 
to now has self-organized on the basis 
of its principles, it will surely face in- 
ternal pulls to disregard philosophy in 
favor of practical matters as it defends 
itself against external threats. This is 
the kind of discussion to which those in 
News and Letters Committees can con- 
tribute a Marxist-Humanist concept. 

Teacher 
New York City 

*** 

How have all the world's develop- 
ments come to the historic stage we have 
reached today? OWS has had a huge ef- 
fect on the entire country. It has affected 
everyone's thinking. I can't remember 
when tension was this high, includ- 
ing during the 1960s. Today's intensity 
seems to be a new kind. 

Activist 

California 


In following a chat room, I see re- 
vulsion at the whole system, but every 
conceivable idea is floating around from 
Rand Paul to left liberalism. There is a 
critique of capitalism but no consistent 
philosophy. Many OWS participants are 
unemployed but the real power resides 
in the working people. They have tre- 
mendous power which is held in check 
by "false consciousness." This country 
would shut down if every worker stopped 
working. Laid off 

New York 

There are many approaches to OWS, 
not all helpful. I see my old Trotskyist 
friends out there trying to take over 
OWS. I see SEIU out there offering fried 
chicken, as they did when we had an in- 
dependent strike. My friends from ILWU 
and others are out there trying to spread 
the general strikes. 

Healthcare worker 
East Bay, Calif. 

The strengths of OWS — its diver- 
sity, participatory direct democracy, 
connection to all social justice issues 
and movements, and the support of 
thousands outside the camp in marches, 
teach-ins, donations, and discussions — 
will not allow the movement to knuckle 
under to the class interests represented 
by the "1%." But we should entertain no 
illusions that the capitalist system will 
give up easily. Despite its power, we, 
too, have power: numbers, experience, 
principles and ideas about what kind of 
world we want to create. Let the discus- 
sions continue! OWS participant 

Northern New Jersey 


WOMEN CONFRONT REPRESSION 

"It is not acceptable that little girls 
must pass through a gauntlet of angry 
men who are armed with bags of excre- 
ment..." But until an Israeli TV broad- 
cast the story of an eight-year-old girl 
afraid to attend her Modern Orthodox 
girls' school, near-total silence prevailed. 

In a Dec. 30 editorial titled "Shame 
on us all," the Teaneck, N.J., newspaper 
Jewish Standard reported that it had 
received NO responses to its Oct. 13 edi- 
torial denouncing the violence. After the 
broadcast, leaders of Israel and "those 
who claim leadership of American Jew- 
ry" proclaimed their horror, demanding 
an end to Haredi violence. In late De- 
cember, 2,000 secular and Modern Or- 
thodox defenders of the girls rallied at 
the school against attempts to exclude 
women from public spaces. Signs read: 
"Free Israel from religious conversion," 
"Stop Israel from becoming Iran." In Is- 
rael, ultra-orthodox men have shunted 
women onto separate sidewalks and 
created gender-segregated buses and 
health clinics. 

U.S. support for the Israeli fight- 
back against ultra-right repression of 
women is an important development. 
Hopefully all involved will also see the 
need to support the human rights of 
non- Jewish Israelis, thus strengthening 
both freedom movements. 

Susan Van Gelder 
New York 

*** 

I really liked the article "To Yemenis 
'rape is worse than death'" (Nov. -Dec. 
2011 N&L). Coming from the Mexican 
culture, I feel that it needs to be widely 
read. It was not so long ago that this sort 
of sentiment would have been common 
in "Western" countries as well. And such 
attitudes are similar to the "well, she re- 
ally wanted it" justification for rape, or 
that AIDS is a punishment from God, 
and so on. Such articles expose how tru- 
ly reactionary some "Western" attitudes 
towards sex remain. A. Cabrera 

Louisiana 
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FROM FUKUSHIMATO NEW YORK 

Shut Down Indian 
Point Now! is calling a 
press conference imme- 
diately prior to a New 
York State Assembly 
hearing to determine 
energy alternatives to 
the Indian Point plant 
in January. As the Fu- 
kushima, Japan, meltdown shows, nucle- 
ar power can never be made safe. 

People are becoming increasingly 
aware of the madness of maintaining In- 
dian Point, a potential Fukushima-on- 
the-Hudson, located just 24 miles north 
of New York City. More than 20 million 
people live within 50 miles of the plant, 
and a meltdown would create an un- 
imaginably horrific health, environmen- 
tal, social and economic catastrophe for 
the region, the country and the planet. 

A new Synapse Energy Economics 
report states, "Even if Indian Point is 
retired, there is no need for new capacity 
until 2020 for meeting reliability needs, 
either in New York State or the City." We 
don't need Indian Point ! 

The New York State Assembly is 
holding a public hearing to determine 
if the energy generated by Indian Point 
can be provided through other sources. 
We must not allow this hearing to de- 
generate into a forum for those who 
wish to maintain the status quo. We 
must be allowed to make our case: re- 
place Indian Point with safe, renewable 
energy sources. 

Tom S. for Shut Down Indian Point Now! 

New York 

*** 

The myth of a "safe nuclear power 
plant" was broken completely by the 
Great Disaster of March 11 last year. 

Narihiko Ito 
Japan 


LABOR ISSUES 2012 

In a recent article you printed on 
the auto contract negotiations, there 
was a reference to local union contracts 
that might result in strikes. 

I noticed in a recent newspaper arti- 
cle that a GM local union near Lansing, 


representing 3,430 workers, had autho- 
rized a strike if the local's unresolved 
grievances were not settled. 

This doesn't mean there will be a 
strike, but it also means that there could 
very well be one. 

Auto labor observer 
Detroit, Mich. 

On Dec. 15, over 1,000 of us activ- 
ists gathered at La Placita (the his- 
torical center of Mexican history in Los 
Angeles) to protest ICE's (Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement) raids, de- 
tentions and deportations of Mexican 
and Latina/o immigrant workers. Union 
workers and leaders joined Immigrant 
Rights and Occupy L.A. protesters 
against ICE's criminalizing and sepa- 
rating families of immigrants. 

Workers were from CLEAN Car- 
wash, Justice for Janitors, the grocery 
and healthcare industries, Airport 
Workers Unidos, United Service Work- 
ers West, the U.S. Postal Service, Good 
Jobs L.A. and others. 

In high spirits Occupy LA youths 
chanted, "We are the 99%, " as immi- 
grant workers answered with, "El Pueb- 
lo Unido, Jamas Sera Vencido." The 
spirited noontime rally ended with a 
walk back to La Placita. 

Basho 
Los Angeles 

The solidarity statement sent to the 
unions in Iraq by "U.S. Labor Against 
the War" recognized that the end to 
formal U.S. military occupation of Iraq 
does not automatically end "continuing 
U.S. interference in the internal affairs 
of Iraq." 

It would be important to hear from 
workers here what thoughts they might 
have on such a solidarity statement. I 
hope that kind of dialogue can appear in 
Readers' Views in future issues. 

Long-time reader 
Philadelphia 

I always enjoy reading N&L as it 
refrains from the usual crude-vanguard 
style of telling everyone how mean and 
nasty capitalism is and how we should 
now all join them for "revolution." 

The fact that it's open to the work- 


ers themselves reflects its continuity to 
the positive Iskra tradition, something 
which I pay a lot of attention to. 

Dan 

England 


LIVING FAN0N 

A new special issue of Pambazuka, 
dated Dec. 6, 2011, has as its theme "50 
years on: Frantz Fanon lives." The 18 ar- 
ticles include activist and scholar Nigel 
Gibson's reflection on Frantz Fanon's 
interpretations of postcolonial politics 
within the context of current revolutions 
in North Africa. Gibson's article begins: 

"What better way to celebrate, com- 
memorate and critically reflect on the 
fiftieth year of Fanon's The Wretched of 
the Earth than with a new North African 
syndrome: revolution — or at least a se- 
ries of revolts and resistance across the 
region." 

More can be found about this im- 
portant publication and event at http:// 
www.pambazuka.org/en/issue/561. 
Comments are requested online. 

Fanon fan 
Chicago 


HAVE-NOTS FIGHT BACK 

Somebody asked what I think of 
the American Economic Association. 
Well, I don't think very much of them. 
That's why we're here protesting. These 
are people, who themselves are privi- 
leged, who want to crush the have-nots. 
Protesting this economic injustice is 
continuing what we began in the Civil 
Rights Movement. 

Black Senior 
Chicago 

It is disgusting that some on the 
Left are willing to ally with Ron Paul's 
supporters, especially now that his rac- 
ist and anti-Gay history is better known. 
It shows what they will be willing to set- 
tle for when they give up on the idea of 
revolution. 

Bolshevik Youth 
Chicago 


I think that Mayor Emanuel is 
stepping far across the line in trying 
to curb the Constitutional rights to as- 
semble and protest at the NATO/G-8 
Summits. To me, he seems to be inviting 
confrontation in a way that will distract 
attention from his own cuts of funding 
for schools, libraries and mental health 
clinics, which would certainly be a no- 
table part of the protest. These are the 
same type of cutbacks that others from 
around the world will be here opposing. 
But I think the Mayor might prefer a 
simpler, law-and-order narrative even if 
he has to provoke it into existence. 

Fred M. 
Chicago 


Welcome to America, home to 
5% of the world’s people & 
25% of the world’s prisoners. 
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PRISONERS SPEAK 

I enjoy the articles from all the 
towns and cities. I don't have a TV so 
you are the only news I get. Please keep 
up the good work! 

Prisoner 
Bridgeton, N.J. 

Fortunately, the prison administra- 
tion allows this most important publi- 
cation, which allows me to stay in tune 
with the free world's resistance — which 
is just as much a concern of the prisoner 
as the prisoner should be a concern of 
the free world. 

Prisoner 
Huntingdon, Penn. 

*** 

The "Arab Spring" really helped 
me begin to understand the principles 
of perpetual revolution, with the revo- 
lutionaries creating the theory as they 
proceed. Thanks for all your lucid ar- 
ticles and to the donor who paid for my 
sub. Prisoner 

Huntsville, Texas 

TO OUR READERS: Can you do- 
nate the price of a sub ($5) for a prisoner 
who cannot pay for one? It will be shared 
with many others. 
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by Andy Phillips and Raya Dunayevskaya $5 
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World Development 

Full description of 17,000-page microfilm collection $4.50 

□ The Raya Dunayevskaya Collection— Marxist-Humanism: A 
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A 17,000-page microfilm collection on 9 reels available from 
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Unique combination of worker and intellectual published 6 times 
a year. (Request information about gift subscriptions.) $5/year 

□ Bound Volumes of News & Letters 
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N&L is also available on microfilm. 
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Phone (312) 431-8242 
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Rights for immigrants! 


VOICES FROM THE INSIDE OUT 


What next in 201 2? 


Los Angeles — On Dec. 10, International Human 
Rights Day, 250 to 300 people, mostly youth, demon- 
strated against "Secure Communities" (SC), Sheriff 
Baca and President Obama's attack on Mexican and 
Latino/a immigrants. SC forces local police to act as 
federal Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) 
agents, supposedly against undocumented immigrants 



who have committed serious crimes here. Besides work- 
ing with ICE, the sheriffs have been setting up traffic 
checkpoints on the pretext of looking for driving viola- 
tions and then impounding immigrants' cars. 

Signs read "Stop Breaking Up Families," "Baca, 
Alto a la Poli/Migra," and "Stop the Repression, Sher- 
iff Baca, Stop the ICE/Police Attack." A young Asian 
woman's sign read, "No borders, No nations, Freedom 
for all, with or without papers." 

We marched to the nearby Federal Detention Build- 
ing and held a brief rally. A solidarity speech was given 
by a Filipina from Bayan USA (New Patriotic Alliance). 
We then marched and rallied outside the central jail. 
The sheriffs retaliated with a lockdown of all inmates 
announcing that visitors would not see their families 
and friends that day. 

Speakers at the rally included: 

• A woman who told of her unarmed son, Jonathan 
Cuevas, who was shot in the back and killed by a Lyn- 
wood sheriff on Oct. 10, 2010. 

• A Black man who said "Immigrant rights are hu- 
man rights, one country, one humanity, with rights for 
everyone. We stand with you." 

• A woman from the Center for Constitutional 

Rights who said they have filed a lawsuit to get docu- 
ments on SC. She said Obama is carrying out the worst 
of the right-wing agenda by shifting the immigration 
issue into the criminal justice system. — Basho 


Chicago — Twenty-four Black men are still in jail 
almost 40 years after the first allegations of torture 
were brought against the Chicago Police Department. 
In every case, their confessions were obtained illegally 
through torture. 

On Nov. 5, 30 people, including the mother of Javan 
Deloney and family members of four or five other tor- 
ture victims, met at the Chicago Alliance Against Rac- 
ist and Political Repression (CAARPR) and developed 
strategies for bringing these cases up. 

KEEPING INNOCENTS IN JAIL 

Mark C. Clements, an activist who was himself tor- 
tured as a 16-year-old and released only two years ago 
after spending 28 years in jail, spoke about Javan De- 
loney, whose request for a hearing was continued over 
and over in the court of Judge Paul P. Biebel, Jr. 

Joey Mogul, an attorney, said tortured confessions 
are illegal by Illinois, U.S., and international law. They 
must be suppressed even if the confessor is guilty. But 
for these 24 Black men, their confessions were not sup- 
pressed, though many told the court they had been tor- 
tured. 

Attorney Standish Willis pointed out that the 
NAACP brought U.S. mass incarceration and the death 
penalty as human rights violations before an interna- 
tional body. Two months after the UN instructed the 
U.S. to end torture at Abu Ghraib, Guantanamo and 
Chicago, the FBI arrested Jon Burge, a Chicago police 
detective who oversaw the torture of scores. 

Mr. Willis made many suggestions regarding local 
organizing. He also said a legal proceeding can force the 
judge to bring cases forward. We should prosecute the 
Police Brotherhood for their staunch denial and "code 
of silence" regarding criminal activity. Messages about 
Burge torture can be sent out over social media. 

PROSECUTE THE TORTURERS 

A major concern was torturers who have not been 
brought to justice: John Byrne, Peter Dignan, John Yu- 
caitis, and others. The Goldston and Sanders reports 
stated that police torture in Chicago was planned, not 
spontaneous, and was designed to elicit confessions re- 
gardless of guilt and reserved for Blacks only. 

The National Coalition of Black Lawyers states: 

No less than seven independent investi- 
gations and numerous courts have concluded 


by Robert Taliaferro 

In 2011 we witnessed one of the most revolution- 
ary years in our times. Like dominoes, from Yemen to 
Syria, Libya to Egypt, to the U.S. and elsewhere, men 
and women rose up in solidarity against the status quo 
in their respective countries, demanding justice, equal- 
ity, economic parity and an end to both political and 
capital-driven regimes. 

The "Occupy Wall Street" movement and its vari- 
ous branches around the world were a serendipitous 
spontaneity potentially creating a new beginning. The 
question "What next?" prevails and needs a response in 
those countries. The Arab Spring and Summer of 2011 
and the Occupy Wall Street Movement now must figure 
out ways to sustain themselves. Acts of civil disobedi- 
ence are one thing; an active and continuous movement 
that promulgates sustained revolutionary change is 
quite another. 

Despite all the changes and support of growth that 
this country involves itself in around the world, 46.2 
million U.S. citizens are at or below the poverty level 
and 40% of Black children live below the poverty level. 
Additionally, nearly one in six Americans has to rely on 
some form of non-cash benefit from the government or 
private entities to sustain even a minimal standard of 
life. Meanwhile, 46 million are out of work, and about 
11 million are underemployed. Most U.S. families, even 
those with some form of healthcare, can't afford to get 
sick, especially in households close to the poverty line. 

A single parent who cannot afford childcare and 
who has to maintain employment at all costs due to 
draconian requirements in their state's welfare system, 
is under monumental stress, which is often a factor 
in more severe problems like homelessness, and even 
prison. 

As for prisons, corporations have found a new cash 
cow in the present-day slavery of the Prison Industri- 
al Complex. Their political allies pad the bottom line. 
Take Wisconsin: various companies overcharge prison- 
ers and their families and kick back money to the state 
to keep their monopoly intact; U.S. banks maintain a 
perpetual prison tax charged to prisoners, families and 
friends under the farcically designated "release fund." 

Ironically, many states have budget shortfalls in 
part because of the heavy investment they made in the 
Prison Industrial Complex in the 1990s. Currently over 
two million U.S. citizens are incarcerated, and nearly 
10 million are under some type of extrajudicial sanc- 
tion. Eventually, the fear-mongered prison building 
boom was realized for the farce that it was. 

tortured confessions 

that the detectives under Burge's command 
committed acts of torture, which included 
electrically shocking men's genitals, ears and 
lips with a cattle prod or an electric shock box, 
referred to as 'the n — box,' suffocating indi- 
viduals with plastic bags, mock executions, 
and beatings with telephone books and rubber 
hoses to extract confessions. 

Yet not a single officer has ever been pros- 
ecuted for these acts, which violate criminal 
laws, the victims' Constitutional rights, and in- 
ternational treaties banning the use of torture. 

Willis continued, we want to get rid of the stat- 
ute of limitations on torture. By the time Burge was 
brought to trial, his crimes were more than 20 years 
old and he could not be tried for them. He was convicted 
of obstruction of justice and lying to the FBI (the fed- 
eral prosecutor had to prove he had tortured in order to 
prove he lied about it). His sentence of four years means 
he could be free before the 24 men. 

At the meeting we resolved to demand reparations 
for the men and their families. Besides the 24, many 
more have served long sentences and suffer lasting ef- 
fects of torture, including post-traumatic stress disor- 
der. Torture cases involved more than 110 Black men 
and women; 11 ended up on death row. They and their 
families deserve compensation, counseling and educa- 
tion for their children. 

Finally, there is Richard M. Daley. From his tenure 
as Cook County States Attorney in 1981 to his retire- 
ment as Mayor of Chicago in 2010, Daley gave a wink 
and a nod to the police department, said Willis. His suc- 
cessor in the chief prosecutor's office, Richard Devine, 
turned a blind eye to the complaints. The current States 
Attorney, Anita Alvarez, is dragging her heels when it 
comes to pursuing evidentiary hearings for the 24 men. 

Chicago will continue to suffer if officials refuse to 
bite the bullet on past crimes that have been ignored. 
Standing up to Richard M. Daley would not be easy, but 
it must be done. 

Willis ended his talk by saying, "If we continue to 
come together and organize, victory is certain." 

For a history of 35 years of Chicago police torture 
accusations, go to http://humanrights.uchicago.edu/chi- 
cagotorture/timeline . shtml 

—January 


Reverse convictions by 


Meanwhile, schools and state and national infra- 
structure suffer. Despite efforts to the contrary, today, 
with the collapsed economy, aspects of our society may 
never recover. 

The Occupy movement must take a uniquely un- 
American approach to change, one that radicalizes ev- 
ery aspect of the culture. The idea for change embraced 
by Arab Spring is the same idea that sparked the Oc- 
cupy Movement here and around the world. 

Ideas are always the instigators of change and the 
foundations of revolutionary thought. The one constant 
in all the monumental movements that permeated 2011 
were youth of all colors, genders and creeds. If there 
is to be a revolution in permanence, then it must be 
imbued within the psyche of our youth, for it is their 
future that is in question. 

Hirabayashi proved 
ancestry is no crime 

On Jan. 2, Gordon Hirabayashi died at age 93. He 
was the last of three Nisei men who defied the 1942 
War Relocation Authority's (WRA) edict ordering all 
persons of Japanese ancestry on the West Coast to as- 
sembly centers. He was convicted of both curfew and 
evacuation violations. In mid- 1943 the U.S. Supreme 
Court reaffirmed Hirabayashi' s convictions as well as 
those of fellow resisters Fred Korematsu and Minoru 
Yasui. 

Forty years later the three filed petitions 
for a writ of error coram nobis in federal court. 
In 1987 a three-judge panel of the Ninth Circuit 
Court ruled in Hirabayashi’s favor. Because the 
government did not appeal, Hirabayashi was ex- 
onerated without a Supreme Court ruling. 

The Supreme Court dodged a bullet, since they 
would have had to concede what Gordon Hirabayashi 
knew all along and stated on the day of his exoneration: 
"Ancestry is not a crime." A finding of error coram nobis 
would mean that the Supreme Court erred in uphold- 
ing the racist rationale for the curfew, evacuation and 
the internment itself. 

All of the WRA actions, even the executive order 
9066 authorizing them, would have been found uncon- 
stitutional and hence illegal. To this day, despite the 
1988 Civil Liberties Act, which provided a formal apolo- 
gy and monetary reparations to former internees, those 
actions remain legal and eminently repeatable. 

Hirabayashi’s long struggle with the Justice 
Department’s Alien Enemy Control Unit (AECU) 
paid off because he found attorneys who believed 
in social justice and because there were laws on 
the books that adhered to the principle "innocent 
until proven guilty." 

The recently enacted National Defense Autho- 
rization Act (NDAA) bodes ill for future Gordon 
Hirabayashis and for all of us. What has been autho- 
rized is indefinite military detention of terrorism sus- 
pects. The key word is "suspect": even U.S. citizens can 
be detained on mere suspicion. Legal impediments like 
habeas corpus, probable cause and timely trials will no 
longer burden those eager to get on with punishment. 
The NDAA is a very thin cloak for a more insidious ver- 
sion of the AECU. 

— David M'oto 
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| Martina Noel Davis-Correia, 1 967-201 1 


I want people to know that we didn't fail. As long 
as we keep hammering away at this thing , as long as 
we refuse to give up, we haven't failed. We'll he doing 
what Troy Davis wanted us to do. Our efforts made an 
impact and will continue to make 
an impact. — Martina Correia 

A woman who symbolizes 
all that is meant by "protester," 

Martina Noel Davis-Correia 
died of chemotherapy complica- 
tions Dec. 2, 2011. She battled 
the inhuman system that is the 
U.S. in its darkest manifesta- 
tion: state murder of a defense- 
less man. People the world over, 
from former prosecutors/judges 
to coerced eyewitnesses, believed 
Ms. Correia's brother, Troy Da- 
vis, to be innocent. Nevertheless, 
the state of Georgia killed him on 
Sept. 21, 2011. 

During the 18 years of her 
brother's incarceration, Correia's 
powerful voice catapulted her 

into the boards and upper echelons of major human 
rights organizations. She served as chair of the steer- 
ing committee for Amnesty International's USA pro- 
gram to abolish the death penalty. In 2010 AI's Irish 
Section awarded her the Sean McBride Award for Out- 
standing Contributions to Human Rights. And in 2009 
the ACLU presented her the Georgia Civil Liberties 
Award while The Southern Center for Human Rights 
granted her the Frederick Douglass award. 

Homeless Queer Youth 

Chicago — About 30% of homeless youth in the U.S. 
are Queer. Many become homeless after being thrown 
out of their homes by families who reject them. And 
Queer youth are outing themselves at younger ages. 

As homeless Queer youth Jeremiah Beaverly, who 
grew up in Wisconsin and Illinois, told NPR: "The day 
after my 18th birthday this year, my adopted parent 
kicked me out. I was really infatuated with this guy, 
and she was listening to my phone calls. She started 
telling my family, 'He is this, he is that, he is gay,' and 
talking about me as if I wasn't part of the family." 

There is so much homophobia and transphobia 
that there is little assistance for Queer youth. They of- 
ten are locked into a cycle of instability and poverty. 
They are not safe in group homes. Many federally-run 
homes have long-established discrimination. 

Zero, a homeless Gay youth in Utah, described 
street life to a Q Salt Lake reporter as dangerous and 
painful but homeless youth treat one another like fam- 
ily: "We had been on the streets in one city for less than 
a week. I was hungry and hadn't slept for days. I found 
another homeless youth who had some crackers. We 
found another who had half a gallon of milk. In no time, 
we had a small group of strangers gathered on a street 
corner, each offering what they had in their pockets." 

Queer homeless youth are more likely to be sexual- 
ly assaulted, abuse alcohol and other drugs, suffer from 
depression, have unprotected sex and attempt suicide. 

There are those taking actions to help: 

• Writer and photographer Samantha Box has 
been documenting homeless Queer youth for seven 
years. Most recently she wrote of the Metropolitan 
Community Church's Sylvia's Place in New York City. 
Named for the Stonewall Rebellion's heroine Sylvia 
Rivera, it is the only emergency shelter specifically for 
homeless Queer youth. 

• The Atlantan Sisters of Perpetual Indulgence, in 
Atlanta, Ga., run a six-bedroom shelter, the Saint Lost 
& Found hotline, and a fund for homeless youth to get 
HIV/STD testing and counseling and to find safe haven. 

• Singer Cyndi Lauper, together with West End 
Intergenerational Residence in New York City, opened 
the city's first permanent residence specifically for 
Queer youth ages 8 to 24. 

• Chicago's Howard Brown Health Center runs the 
Broadway Youth Center. Counseling, GED and mentor 
programs, youth-led workshops, and medical services 
are among the programs offered for all young people 
aged 12 to 24, including the homeless. 

Those doing day-to-day work with homeless Queer 
youth help show the kind of world that is possible: a 
world where all are regarded as truly human and treat- 
ed as such, including getting the help they need. 

— Elise Barclay 
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Correia was also honored for work to raise aware- 
ness in the prevention of breast cancer: President of 
the National Black Leadership Initiative on Cancer 
and member of the National Breast Cancer Coalition. 

Martina's day job as 
lab manager at OB/GYN 
Associates Savannah, con- 
tinued up to her own diag- 
nosis in March 2001. She 
was a student, a nurse, 
and a veteran of the first 
Gulf War and followed the 
demanding profession of 
Army Flight Nurse. She 
singly raised her sons An- 
tone Dejaun Davis-Correia 
and Ricardo Chambers. 

Virginia Davis, mother 
of 10 of whom Martina was 
the eldest, was also an ac- 
tivist who protested until 
her death at 65. Virginia's 
death was shocking be- 
cause, in good health, she 
took a nap and didn't wake up. This occurred after the 
U.S. Supreme Court refused to hear Troy's case, pav- 
ing the way for his execution. 

Martina never gave up her battle against injus- 
tice, the death penalty, poverty and lack of opportu- 
nity. "She was prepared to go every round and never 
back down." "Wherever people are demanding justice 
and freedom, her echo will be nearby." 

To hear her passionate voice as she struggled to 
save Troy's life, go to http://atlanta.indymedia.org/lo- 
cal/georgia-america-and-world-loses-martina-correia 
When philosophers and political theorists inter- 
pret current events or the movement from below, peo- 
ple like Martina Correia will be guiding their thoughts 
as they restructure their ideas on human possibilities. 

—Jan 


QUEERNOTES 



Martina Correia being interviewed on prison grounds hours be- 
fore a last-minute stay saved Troy Davis from execution in 2008. 


❖ ❖ ❖ 

Eighty thousand people in over 124 countries have 
joined a campaign on Change.org calling on Ecuador's 
Minister of Health to investigate and close more than 
200 Lesbian "ex-Gay clinics" that allegedly use torture 
techniques to turn homosexuals straight. A coalition of 
leading Ecuadoran women's rights activists is leading 
the campaign. 

❖ ❖ ❖ 

In England, a petition was started to ask the gov- 
ernment to formally pardon the late Gay mathemati- 
cian/World War II code-breaker Alan Turing. Turing 
was prosecuted for his sexual orientation in 1952 and 
forced to undergo chemical castration. He committed 
suicide two years later at the age of 41. 


by Suzanne Rose 

After six days of 24-hour-a-day activism, LGBT oc- 
cupiers, activists, and human rights groups in Seoul, 
South Korea, won the Seoul Student Rights Ordinance, 
with all clauses in the original draft included. The 
draft that calls for non-discrimination against LGBT 
students as well as their active protection passed the 
council with a vote of 54 in favor, 28 against and four 
abstentions. The Educational Committee of the Seoul 
Metropolitan Council had tried to delete the clauses on 
LGBT students. This is a significant event in the LGBT 
history of Seoul because the activists fought face to face 
against homophobic individuals and groups. 

❖ ❖ ❖ 

More than 1,000 members of the LGBT community 
marched in Manila, Philippines, to demand equal rights 
and an end to discrimination as well as more support 
for an AIDS program. Progressive Organization of Gays 
in the Philippines spokesperson Goya Candelario said 
that the organization is pushing for a law against the 
discrimination that denies LGBT people jobs and social 


Pariah and Brother to Brother uxe up Queer film 


Wherever the bird with no feet flew she found trees 
with no limbs. — Audre Lorde 


It is audacious for Dee Rees to begin Pariah with 
an image of Black women that today's film is all too 
comfortable with, a scantily-clad pole dancer, and then 
cut to her film's protagonist, Alike, a character that 
has little precedent in commercial film — a thoughtful, 
searching Black Lesbian teenager who feels out of place 
among the strongly defined gender roles of the Lesbian 
club she is at with her best friend from the neighbor- 
hood, Laura. It is part of Pariah' s success that writ- 
er-director Rees builds these 
questions about race and gen- 
der representation into the 
film naturally, as a reflection 
of Alike's own exploration of 
her identity and desire. 

The funniest such scene involves a "white" strap- 
on dildo that leads to a disastrous attempt at romance. 
And if it is impossible to discuss that without sounding 
kind of nasty, in fact it is an incredibly touching, inno- 
cent moment. That strap-on represents desire displaced 
and twisted, much as the switchblades and hot rods in 
Nicholas Ray's Rebel Without a Cause (1955) did, before 
those images became teen movie cliches. 

Pariah actually has a lot in common with Rebel 
Without a Cause , including the pained family dynam- 
ics — with the super-uptight mother as the weakest 
characterization in either film, although Kim Wayans 
does a good job in an unsympathetic part. Adepero 
Oduye is as much a revelation as James Dean. She por- 
trays Alike with all the luminosity required for a new 
type of character. When she smiles, shyly and know- 
ingly, you might be watching the first-ever filmed smile, 
or some classic moment of Lillian Gish or Nina Mae 
McKinney. Her performance is about as far from cliche 
as one can go. 

Pariah also touches upon class differences, even as 
between A-student Alike's ability to impress teachers 
with her poetry and go on to college contrasted with 
Laura's struggle to stay off the streets by working low- 
paying jobs and to get her GED. This is the world as 
most of us experience it — with relatively few real "bad 
guys," but lots of hurt and precious little warmth to go 
around. 

Leaving home for college won't be the end of Alike's 
story. The tangle of pathologies — capitalism, racism, 
sexism, homophobia — that make up so much of Ameri- 
can life today will continue to surround her as they do 
all of us. But we see the beginning of her voice, as she 
struggles to speak for herself — a true daughter of Au- 
dre Lorde, and all who fought to create the space for 
Black Lesbians' voices to be heard. With any justice, 
the revelations in Pariah should become a beginning of 
a generation's story. If not then the worse for us all, as 
usual. But see it, you'll be blown away. 

— Tim Finnigan 


I recently watched Brother to Brother, a partly fic- 
tional/partly true story about a radical Queer artist 
circle within the Harlem Renaissance that called them- 
selves the Niggerati. It was a surprisingly good film 
that attempts to introduce an important tendency from 
the 1920s to a younger audience today.... 

Well-known artists like Langston 
Hughes and Zora Neal Hurston were in 
this milieu, as well as lesser known art- 
ists like Wallace Thurman and Richard 
Bruce Nugent.... 

[I]t represents (as far as I know) 
one of the first openly Queer tendencies 
within the Harlem Renaissance and it 
had an explicit class critique of the Black middle class 
(what the artists called the Black bourgeoisie). This 
tendency should be contextualized in important histori- 
cal developments of their period that were shaping a 
new generation of Black folks, a "new negro".... 

The film Brother to Brother portrays their critique 
as total. The Niggerati were frustrated by the self-cen- 
sorship as well as white-imposed censorship on Black 
artists, which they felt reflected efforts by the Black 
middle class to present an acceptable Black art that fit 
the image of Black folks that the white establishment 
wanted to see. The Niggerati desired instead an open 
exploration of issues in the Black community, from 
Queer sexualities to interracial relationships to the 
lived class experience of Black proletarians. 

What I especially like is the ethos among the Nig- 
gerati artists.... They were bold, undaunted by the con- 
demnations from Black "leaders" and middle class art- 
ists. This is an important reminder for us today, in a 
climate where militant ideas and actions are frowned 
upon by the right and much of the left, that it takes 
passion, conviction and confidence to advance and ex- 
pand the struggle for, and expression of, liberation.... 

So that's the partly true story within the film. The 
partly fictional story is about the developing relation- 
ship between an elderly Richard Bruce Nugent and a 
younger Queer Black artist who is going to school in 
New York City. The younger character, Perry... gets 
kicked out of his family's home for being Gay. He gets 
ridiculed by his Black classmates for bringing up ques- 
tions of homophobia and sexual oppression rather than 
focusing solely on racial oppression. (Perry questions, 
are the two mutually exclusive?) He gets physically at- 
tacked for being Queer. He is objectified by white lovers 
and friends who either knowingly or unknowingly fe- 
tishize his skin color, his supposedly racial features, etc. 

The film is a little mechanical at certain points but 
overall presents a compelling historical and fictional 
account of the complex relationships between race, gen- 
der, sexuality and class. So go peep it! 

— From Nothing but a Human, by L Boogie 

To see the entire post on L Boogie's blog, visit: http:// 
nothingbutahuman.wordpress.com/2011/10/02/brother- 
to-brother-queer-voices-from-the-harlem-renaissance/ 
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Widening labor/peasant revolts threaten Chinese rulers 


continued from p. 1 

capitalists. The government acknowledged 8,150 "mass 
incidents," a substantial number, back in 1992. By 
2004 they tallied more than 70,000, and fully 180,000 
in 2010. Actions by peasants resisting land grabs even 
outnumber factory strikes. 

As the shaky global economy has slowed down or at 
least flattened China's manufacturing for export, work- 
ers have accumulated fresh grievances that they have 
been able to settle only by going on strike. Strikers face 
not only factory management, but the police forces de- 
fending the state-capitalist regime against local strikes 
that might resonate elsewhere, as did the auto parts 
strikes in 2010 that shut down all Honda auto produc- 
tion. (See "Strikers in China demand own unions, defy 
capitalism," Sept.-Oct. 2010 N&L.) 

In December, companies slashing year-end bo- 
nuses — not Wall Street-style, but part of annual wages 
paid before migrant workers' return to their homes for 
New Year's — forced workers to strike at, among others, 
Guangzhou Aries Auto Parts in Guangzhou and LG 
Display in Nanjing. The more than 2,000 workers at LG 
Display went on strike not only because their bonuses 
were slashed, even as they worked overtime and infla- 
tion increased, but because the Korean-owned company 
issued bonuses more than five times larger for its Kore- 
an-national employees. Strikers returned to work after 
the company restored and doubled their bonuses. 

Workers at state-owned Chengdu Steel in Sichuan 
province went on strike on Jan. 4. They were demand- 
ing not only higher wages, but also full disclosure of the 
salaries of the factory managers. According to China 
Labour Watch, the picketing steelworkers marched 
thousands strong and blocked traffic at an expressway 
for several hours until police dispersed them with pep- 
per spray — as if they were part of Occupy UC-Davis. 
OCCUPY MOVEMENT INSPIRES WORKERS 

Strikers too adopted lessons learned from the Oc- 
cupy movement, and returned to establish a tent camp 
at the steel plant. Police attacked them again, with pep- 
per spray and billy clubs, but strikers held out three 
days before they were forced back to work. They did 
not get the 30% wage increase they had demanded, but 
were promised around 15%, a success that only partial- 
ly covers raging inflation. 

The spark for workers to strike at a Hitachi factory 
in Shenzhen on Dec. 4 was the plant's impending sale 
to U.S. company Western Digital. With no guarantee 
that their seniority would carry over — which threat- 
ened their right to severance pay — workers at Hita- 
chi's Hailiang Storage Products went on strike, while 
more than 2,000 workers began a sit-in to prevent the 
already-produced disk drives from leaving the factory. 

When 100 police in riot gear forced their way into 
the plant, 1,000 workers, primarily women, surrounded 
the police and stopped them. Workers from other fac- 
tories had joined in against the police attack, cursed 
them for intervening for a foreign capitalist, and bore 
witness to the blood shed by the police. 

Hitachi, after the police attack failed, tried divid- 
ing the production workers from the office workers the 
sit-ins were blocking. Hitachi leaned not only on "the 
rule of law" (the rioting police) but on the union, since 
every strike in China has to be a wildcat strike. On Dec. 

24 an official of the Shenzhen branch of the workers' of- 
ficial union, the All China Federation of Trade Unions, 
sharply warned striking workers of their illegal occupa- 
tion. The sit-in continued. 

Little wonder that China's authorities live in fear 
that Wukan, or Chengdu Steel, or Hailiang Storage, or 
the next demonstration against an ecological disaster, if 
not quashed, might be the one that could not be stopped 
from spreading. Provinces and cities have had to raise 
the minimum wage as much as 27% (the minimum 
wage is often the maximum wage) as the standard of 
living has continued to crash and factories face a short- 
age of young workers. Yet the province at the center of 
production, Guangdong, has postponed implementing 
its 20% increase, as a sop to foreign capitalists, no mat- 
ter the consequences. 

CHINESE LEADERS FEAR ARAB SPRING 

In the year that the revolutions of Arab Spring 
have toppled or threatened regimes throughout North 
Africa and the Middle East and beyond, Chairman Hu 
Jintao's regime has been spooked by the mere threat of 
Arab Spring spreading East. The regime even blocked 
all references on search engines to "Jasmine Revolu- 
tion" after activists from abroad called for demonstra- 
tions under that name. 

But they know the threats to their control remain 
from within, and from below. The National People's 
Congress is working to change the law to allow police 
to secretly detain suspects accused of corruption or of 
threats to state security for six months, which would in- 
clude opposing Party leadership, or terrorism, the kind 
of charge we are becoming familiar with in the U.S. 

The reason for their fear is doubled because exactly 

25 years ago month-long demonstrations beginning in 
Hefei, in Anhui province, by young students and work- 
ers under slogans like "No democracy, no moderniza- 


tion," shook the regime. By the time demonstrations 
spread to the factories of Shanghai (and even Shen- 
zhen, the new city created to join foreign capital to the 
labor power of China's proletariat) and then to Beijing, 
the Communist Party of China was still in power, but 
the Party succession for Deng Xiaoping was shaken up 
as Chairman Hu Yaobang was purged. 

Two years later in 1989, marches that began as me- 
morials for Hu Yaobang took hold across China and led 
to thousands occupying Beijing's Tiananmen Square. 
Popular support stopped a military attack in May, but 
the army on June 4 massacred thousands in Tianan- 
men Square and Chengdu. The Party leadership, again 
in shambles, settled on the boss of Shanghai, Jiang Ze- 
min, as Chairman and successor. The one use the Com- 
munist Party makes of Marxism, from Mao Zedong till 
today, is to be able to identify movements of liberation 
and co-opt or crush them. 

STATE-CAPITALIST DRIVE FOR PRODUCTION 

The demands of production are what drive the 
state-capitalist regime. The demand for resources, es- 
pecially for coal, oil and gas, has driven domestic and 
foreign policy. At home it means aggressively pushing 
back Uyghur land rights in Xinjiang to maximize ex- 
traction of oil and gas, and pushing aside the December 
environmental protest against building another coal- 
fired power plant in Heiyuan. 


Palestinian solidarity 



In Chicago on Dec. 31, well over 100 demonstrators came to show soli- 
darity with Palestinians by releasing 300 black balloons in downtown 
Grant Park — one balloon for each child killed during Israel's 22-day as- 
sault on the Gaza Strip three years ago. 

On the International Day of Solidarity with Pales- 
tinian people, Nov. 29, we reflected on the current situ- 
ation and what needs to be done to achieve peace in the 
Middle East. While the world commemorates this day 
and shows support for the Palestinian people with spe- 
cial events, meetings and vigils, Israel continues to defy 
the international community by granting new approv- 
als for expanding settlements in the occupied territory. 

The so-called "peace process" has once again 
reached a cul-de-sac after the recent construc- 
tion of hundreds of housing units, which seri- 
ously damages the credibility of the negotiations, 
and increases mass despair in the region. 

To commemorate this day, the Secretary-General 
of the UN Ban Ki-moon stated: "An overwhelming in- 
ternational consensus exists on the need to end the oc- 
cupation that began in 1967, address the fundamental 
security concerns of both parties, find a solution to the 
refugee issue and see Jerusalem emerge from negotia- 
tion as the capital of two States." 

With respect to Ban Ki-moon's statement, the 
Palestinian Working Woman Society for Development 
(PWWSD) believes that resolving the roots of the con- 
flict relies on resolving the issue of the Palestinian refu- 
gees, by applying UN Security Council Resolutions 194 
and 181. Mr. Ban Ki-moon has to take the necessary 
measures to force the Israeli government to abide by 
International Law, and to be held accountable for its 
regional and international responsibilities. 

The Palestinian president Mr. Abbas addressed 
the UN Security Council in September to apply for full 
membership of Palestine in the UN. However, the pro- 
posal was rejected in the Security Council due to pres- 
sure from the U.S. -Israeli lobby. 

Palestinians continue to struggle against the 
Israeli Occupation. PWWSD persists to cross all 
physical and mental borders enforced upon us by 
the occupation, in order to obtain self-determina- 
tion and build independent sovereignty. As an es- 
sential player of the national social and political 
arena, PWWSD aims to build a free democratic 
Palestinian society based on social justice and 
gender equality. In order to facilitate a broad civ- 
il development, PWWSD is committed to spread- 
ing awareness among men and women on issues 
relating to human rights and gender issues. 

PWWSD would like to express our deepest grati- 
tude to our international friends and partners, and 
encourage you all to participate in public observances 
for justice and peace in the Middle East and the entire 
world. —PWWSD 


Even as the need for world capitalists' access to 
China's factories for outsourcing jobs blunted attempts 
at international sanctions over the last 25 years, China 
has been a prime destination for resources from outlaw 
military juntas like Burma and theocratic Iran. China 
has used its veto in the Security Council to limit sanc- 
tions on Iran's ally Bashar al-Assad in Syria. For that 
reason an anti-Assad demonstration in Chicago in De- 
cember was held in front of the Chinese Consulate. 

Supporting North Korea under Kim Jong-il, and 
presumably now under his son Kim Jong-un, has left 
the tail sometimes wagging the dog. U.S. -China fric- 
tions or not, President Obama's decision to reorient 
U.S. defenses against China, including stationing fresh 
troops in Australia, has created remarkably little de- 
bate. 

Obama has now made "insourcing" — reversing out- 
sourcing and returning jobs to U.S. workers — a goal of 
his administration. Capitalists have voiced such a goal 
for a year or two as labor costs in China, both in wages 
and in the increasing rebelliousness of Chinese work- 
ers, have risen. But they want insourcing only on their 
own terms: first of all a race to the bottom in the right- 
to-work mostly Southern states, then the push last year 
to strip union rights and benefits from workers in Rust 
Belt states like Wisconsin, Indiana and Ohio. All the 
more reason for workers in the U.S. and China to be in 
solidarity. We have a common enemy to overcome. 

Flint's emergency 
manager targets labor 

Flint, Mich. — In November, Flint was placed under 
the control of an emergency manager for the second 
time. This time is different, because under a law passed 
in March of last year the financial manager can end 
collective bargaining agreements (with state approval), 
run up debt, increase property taxes and sell property. 
The first time around Flint was put under the control of 
an emergency financial manager. The word "financial" 
is dropped from the new law because the powers of the 
manager are much broader than finances. (See "Vetoing 
city elections," May-June 2011 N&L.) The emergency 
manager has a contract that requires the City of Flint 
to pay him $170,000 per year. 

It is too early to tell if the manager will break col- 
lective bargaining agreements. The experience of Pon- 
tiac, a smaller city 35 miles south, may be instructive. 
The manager there received state approval to end the 
collective bargaining agreement for 11 police dispatch- 
ers last June. Last month, the Pontiac manager listed 
city property for sale, including five fire stations, two 
cemeteries, two landfills, 11 water pumping stations, 
the public library and the police station. The police de- 
partment has been abolished and the city has contract- 
ed with the Oakland County Sheriff for police protec- 
tion. The manager plans to increase property taxes by 
5.4 mills to fund police and fire pension and healthcare 
funds, and possibly to raise taxes more this year to com- 
pensate General Motors for "overpaying" its taxes. The 
Pontiac manager's contract requires the City of Pontiac 
to pay him $150,000 per year. 

Detroit, which the state is reviewing for pos- 
sible appointment of an emergency manager, is 
trying to cut $330 million from a $1.2 billion bud- 
get. The Detroit public schools system already 
has an emergency manager. 

The small cities of Benton Harbor and Ecorse also 
have emergency managers who are each paid $132,000 
per year from what is left of their city's money. Except 
for Ecorse, all of the cities in question, Detroit, Flint, 
Pontiac, and Benton Harbor, have majority African- 
American populations. 

There has been plenty of protest, from public em- 
ployee unions and others. A lawsuit was filed on behalf 
of 28 residents and there is an active effort to overturn 
the emergency manager law. The real problem is not, 
for the most part, that the local governments have been 
mismanaged, it is that they are poverty stricken. The 
state has cut business taxes by 86%, which has had 
an impact on school financing. Racing to the bottom is 
not an answer. There was a time when "reform" meant 
improving the lives of people. The inability of capital- 
ism to reform itself is clearer every time a new crisis 
emerges. — Dan B. 
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Haiti two years after the earthquake 


Two years after the devastating earthquake, Hai- 
ti's disaster continues: 

More than half a million Haitians live in displace- 
ment camps, primarily in tents and plastic tarps. Vast 
numbers, particularly women, live in great insecurity. 
Only a little over 10,000 new homes have been con- 
structed; barely several thousand old homes restored. 

Cholera has infected 500,000, killing close to 7,000. 
Though access to clean water has improved, decent san- 
itation is lacking for hundreds of thousands. 

With no prospect of work, thousands upon thou- 
sands are fleeing their country, often in unsafe boats. 
Recently dozens died as their boat sank near Cuban 
waters. Thousands of others have crossed into the Do- 
minican Republic and migrated to South America. An 
estimated 4,000 have arrived in Brazil. 

At the same time, within the misery of the last two 
years, Haitian activists and masses have once again 
sought to determine their own lives: 

Housing: A housing rights movement has devel- 
oped. Among its demands is that the government needs 
to create public housing on the claimed land; not alone 
building houses, but insuring access to water, electricity 
and sewage. In many areas activist groups have local ini- 
tiatives to repair old housing and construct new homes. 

Agriculture and Food Subsistence: Today there 
is a new movement to return to the countryside. Peas- 
ant organizations, including many women activists, are 
calling for restoration of small-farm sustainable agri- 
culture. "Restoration" because after the slave rebellion 
and Haitian revolution (1791-1804), the Haitian masses 
resisted any continuation of slavery-era large planta- 
tions. Foreign ownership of land was prohibited. The 
Haitian masses wanted no return of a slave economy. 
A rural economy of small subsistence farms and decen- 
tralization was the Haitian reality in the 19th century. 
With the 20th century U.S. occupation of Haiti, servi- 
tude was restored in a new way and continues to this 
day. (See the newly published Haiti: The Aftershocks of 
History , by Laurent Dubois.) Twenty-plus years of neo- 
liberal economic policies devastated the countryside, 

Speakout for the 99% 

Chicago — Dozens of activists from Occupy Chicago, 
Jobs with Justice, the Jane Addams Senior Caucus, 
Iraq Veterans Against the War, News and Letters Com- 
mittees and other groups rallied outside the American 
Economic Association (AEA) conference here on Jan. 6. 
The establishment economists were invited to share a 
sidewalk meal of Rahm-en noodles (named in honor of 
anti-labor Mayor Rahm Emanuel). A banner was hung 
across from the Hyatt Hotel showing "Trickle Down 
Economics" as Mr. Moneybags pissing on the poor. 

Spokespeople of the 99% delivered stories of how 
their lives have been harmed by the economic policies 
promoted by the AEA as apologists for the 1%: 

Ruth Long: "I'll be 86 years of age in March. I am 
a leader of the Jane Addams Senior Caucus here in 
Chicago. I depend upon SSI, Medicaid and public hous- 
ing to meet my basic needs. Last week I got an increase 
of $24 in my monthly SSI allotment — but that is more 
than offset by the cost of living, which is going up high- 
er and faster than funds are being allocated. 

SHAME ON THE ONE PERCENTERS 

"I know lots of vulnerable and defenseless Amer- 
icans who depend on these safety net programs, and 
who are suffering because of the greed and selfishness 
of the 1%. There are 34 million children dependent on 
Medicaid. There are seniors — indeed whole families — 
living in abandoned vehicles and under viaducts, with 
no insurance if they fall ill. 

"Shame on the one percenters for standing atop 
and perpetuating this economic gulag. Shame on the 
one percenters whose hearts are so closed that they 
don't recognize the needs of ordinary people struggling 
to survive. And shame on those economists whose work 
renders such people and their suffering invisible." 

Fred M., News and Letters Committees: "Having 
been homeless, you learn that too many people are will- 
ing to step right past your body on the street. To the ex- 
tent that the Occupy movement has given the homeless 
a place to be heard, it is a revolutionary development. 
WHAT KIND OF WORLD TO LIVE IN? 

"Homelessness is a world condition, and includes 
Mohamed Bouazizi with his vendor cart being brutal- 
ized by police, the landless movement of Brazil, the 
shackdwellers' movement in South Africa, and the pris- 
on strikes in Georgia and Pelican Bay — the movement of 
those most dispossessed by the capitalist economy in its 
deep and bottomless crisis. We are rising up to demand 
our rights and dignity, not charity, which is a joke." 

Vince Emanuele: "I am a member of Iraq Veter- 
ans Against War. We support improved benefits for vets, 
and we also see the need for reparations being paid to 
the people of Iraq and Afghanistan for the damage we 
have done to those countries. 

"There's a very real human consequence to our gov- 
ernment's actions. This is not simply a financial issue. 
It's a question of what kind of world do we want to live 
in." — Marxist-Humanist Participant 


compelled migration into Port-au-Prince for survival, 
and left Haiti more and more dependent on imported 
food. Where farming was 40% of the economy a decade 
ago, it is only 25% today. More than 50% of Haitian food 
comes from abroad, whereas several decades ago only 
20% was imported. 

Jobs and Port-au-Prince: Today the national 
government barely functions, while hundreds of non- 
governmental organizations (NGOs), a mixed bag of 
good and bad intentions and effort, continue their dom- 
inant role. Now private investment has entered with a 
host of projects from schools to promises of manufactur- 
ing and assembly factories. There is no doubt that Haiti 
needs jobs. Hundreds of thousands in Port-au-Prince 
barely survive. 

But who decides? Who decides what kind of jobs, 
what kind of housing and development in the city, what 
kind of farming and shelter in the countryside? "Good- 
hearted" businessmen? "Well-intentioned" NGOs? Hai- 
tian elites and governmental bureaucrats? U.S. eco- 
nomic-political, and if need be, military intervention? 
Or will the Haitian masses once again, as they did in 
their early 19th century revolution, be able to take mat- 
ters into their own hands, and strive to determine their 
own future? — Eugene Walker 


EDITORIAL 


Occupy 
persists despite raids 


continued from p. 1 

the partly Tahrir Square-inspired Wisconsin actions 
and the California prisoners' hunger strikes to the fully 
national and international Occupy Movement. After 
the successful Nov. 2 general strike in Oakland and 
its shutdown of one of the country's biggest ports, the 
threat to the rulers loomed even larger. 

The coast-to-coast pattern of brutality against 
peaceful occupiers, supporters and observers left no 
room for illusions that the police, as part of "the 99%, " 
will disobey the rulers' orders to smash the movement. 
The ongoing attacks on the movement are the visible 
edge of counter-revolution. 


NATIONALLY COORDINATED STATE TERROR 


Local authorities did not act alone. Reporters un- 
covered evidence of national coordination of the attacks 
on occupations. Like the political system, the economic 
system, and the mass media, the legal system func- 
tions to perpetuate the dominance of what is rhetori- 
cally called the 1% over the 99% — that is, the rule of 
the capitalist class over all society and the subjection of 
the working class, employed or unemployed. This is un- 
separated from its disproportionate impact on people of 
color, women, transgendered people, homeless people, 
and other groups. 

Far from killing the movement, these attacks 
fueled the already planned international Nov. 17 Day 
of Action marking the two-month anniversary of Oc- 
cupy Wall Street. Over 10,000 rallied in New York City 
alone, with thousands more in dozens of cities across 
the country and around the world. Student strikes took 
place in nearly 100 campuses nationwide. Labor unions 
converged with Occupy protesters to take bridges in 
several cities. 

Protests, general assemblies and many occupations 
are still ongoing. Major actions include the Dec. 12 West 
Coast port shutdown called by Occupy Oakland. (See p. 
3.) In December Occupiers in 25 cities helped occupy 
homes to block evictions and reclaim vacant houses for 
the homeless. 


WHAT NEXT FOR THE OCCUPY MOVEMENT? 

Many liberals and leftists advised the Occupy 
movement to give up occupations altogether and settle 
into the timeworn patterns of political organizing. The 
form of organization worked out in city after city — 
drawing inspiration from Arab Spring and the Spanish 
M15 or indignados movement — cannot be dismissed as 
"camping." Even the apparently simple act of occupying 
public space involves a challenge to the way the state of 
the "1%" controls "public" spaces and "public" resourc- 
es, and, as Karl Marx pointed out, is willing to share 
only one thing with the "99%": the public debt. The gen- 
eral assemblies that are part of the occupations are a 
move toward direct democracy, as against capitalism's 
fake democracy with its corporate-financed campaigns, 
corporate media, national security state, burgeoning 
prisons, and disenfranchisement of so many people 
of color. This kind of self-organization is a necessary 
part of the process of masses transforming themselves 
and transforming society from the bottom up, without 
which no social revolution can succeed. 

The form of organization is not a be-all and end-all, 
but without listening to the movement from practice it 
would be impossible to grasp the meaning of the occu- 
pations. Other forms may be worked out — or occupa- 
tions may proliferate even more, into neighborhoods, 
schools, and workplaces. This is no time to cut short the 
self-development of this vital movement. It is rather a 
time to deepen its reach in both thought and activity. 


New Russian edition 

Marxism and Freedom 


The first Rus 
sian language edi- 
tion of the foun- 
dational work of 
Marxist-Human- 
ism by Raya 
Dunayevskaya, 
Marxism and 
Freedom: from 
1776 Until To- 
day, has been 
published. 
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Praxis 
Center, 
must ap- 
peal for funds because 
most of the books are being held by the 
printshop which is awaiting payment, money that 
Praxis does not have. They have turned to News and 
Letters Committees and our friends and supporters 
for help in raising the needed $3,000. Exciting events 
are taking place in Russia including new revolts 
against the leadership. Getting Marxism and Freedom 
in the hands of the Russian people could not be more 
urgent. Please help in this effort in taking responsibil- 
ity for the idea of freedom. 
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□ Enclosed is $ 


to help pay printing costs 


| for the Russian edition of Marxism and Freedom 

| Send your contribution to: News & Letters, 228 S, 
Wabash Ave., Room 230, Chicago, IL 60604 
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Durban climate chaos 

continued from p. 1 

of saving the climate. Especially pernicious is REDD+ 
(Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Forest 
Degradation), which allows multinational corporations 
to claim tradable credits for "preserving" forests so that 
they can continue to pump carbon into the air. 
WOMEN, FARMERS, OTHERS FIGHT BACK 

Against this, a Global Alliance of Indigenous 
Peoples and Local Communities against REDD+ was 
formed. Indigenous peoples and small farmers have 
long been fighting land grabs made in the name of bio- 
fuels and environmental protection. As Berenice San- 
chez of the Mesoamerica Indigenous Women's Biodiver- 
sity Network pointed out, "The UN climate negotiation 
is not about saving the climate, it is about privatization 
of forests, agriculture and the air." 

Similarly, small farmers organized in Via Campe- 
sina denounced Durban's "opening of the doors for agri- 
culture to be included in the carbon markets," and the 
continuing industrialization of agriculture as opposed 
to peasant-based agro-ecological agriculture. 

In the summit's host country, the National Union 
of Metalworkers of South Africa issued a statement re- 
jecting market-based solutions to climate change, and 
pointing out the "need to link our struggles around cli- 
mate change with global anti-capitalist struggles." 
OCCUPY MOVEMENT JOINS IN 

The summit preparations themselves illustrated 
this linkage. The shackdwellers' movement Abahlali 
baseMjondolo started Occupy KwaMashu to claim 
housing for 31 families illegally evicted by the munici- 
pality of KwaMashu (having previously been evicted 
due to the 2007 World Cup) so they would not make the 
town "look bad" for the summit. They also started Oc- 
cupy Hillary and Occupy Pinetown for people forced out 
of homes in other areas near Durban. Solidarity came 
from Occupy COP 17, which held protests and daily gen- 
eral assemblies during the summit. 

A number of other protests took place, including 
a march of 5,000 on Dec. 3 calling for climate justice. 
Over 150 people were thrown out of the conference hall 
after various actions, including Occupy-style people's 
mic communications. 

What this latest summit made clear yet again is 
that, while the rulers and their political representa- 
tives only push us toward climate catastrophe, a hu- 
man solution can only come from below. 

— Franklin Dmitryev 
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Syria and revolution 


WORLD* VIEW 


by Gerry Emmett 

Nothing has posed the old truth that "the opposite 
of revolution is war" more starkly than the ongoing 
struggle for freedom by the people of Syria. In bring- 
ing the mass mobilizations 
that have become known 
as the Arab Spring, or al- 
Thawra (the Revolution), up 
against the imperialist ma- 
neuverings of all major state 
powers, an unprecedented 
situation has been created. 

The U.S. naval maneu- 
vers in the Persian Gulf, 

Iranian threats to block the 
Strait of Hormuz, and Israeli 
threats to attack Iran's nucle- 
ar program (which they are 
already doing clandestinely 
through assassinations and 
cyber warfare) are now being 
driven by the rulers' need to respond to the ongoing 
Syrian Revolution. All imperial powers would have pre- 
ferred the Revolution burn itself out, so that the status 
quo — a relatively stable regional Cold War — could be 
preserved. Having accepted that this may not be pos- 
sible, the U.S., Israel and Saudi Arabia are trying to 
make sure it is Iran that ends up the biggest loser by 
the overthrow of Syria's Assad. At the same time, they 
are trying to fit this effort into the overall strategic re- 
sponse they've crafted to the Arab Spring. 
IMPERIALIST SABERS RATTLE 

It is a delicate balancing act and could easily spin 
off into a regional war — or worse. The regional Cold 
War has occasionally become a brutally hot war with 
Israeli attacks on Lebanon and Gaza. The U.S. has al- 
ready fought two devastating wars in the Gulf. 

After a year of revolutionary upheaval, the failure 
by much of the Left to think through this situation is 
abysmal, as some have fallen into a hopeless, retrogres- 
sive defense of the Syrian Ba'athist regime simply be- 
cause the U.S. or European powers have paid lip service 
to its removal. As the farce of the Arab League observ- 
ers demonstrated, very little help of any material kind 
has come to the heroic Syrian people who have contin- 
ued to demonstrate despite over 6,000 killed. No state 
power on earth has welcomed the revolutionary pas- 
sions unleashed in the Middle East. 

A revolution in Syria would be a huge blow to all 
these reactionary powers. For them, the Arab Spring is 
a life and death challenge. 

ISRAEL, IRAN AND SAUDIS THREATENED 

Assad's billionaire cousin Rami Makhlouf was 
silenced last year when he said the overthrow of the 
Ba'athist regime would threaten Israel. But he was 
correct in the sense that Assad has always been more 
ready to massacre Palestinians than help them. The 
cynical Assad regime has also served as an excuse for 
Israel's own imperialism, sometimes in co-ordination 
with the Assads. The panic among Israel's rulers as 
the Arab Spring has reached the West Bank shows the 
reality: Palestinian resistance is Palestinian existence, 
imported from nowhere else and ultimately dependent 
upon no outside state actors. 

To recognize this, as the democratizing Arab Spring 
uprisings demand, would force a rethinking of the en- 
tire history of Israel. This is dawning upon more and 
more Israelis. The way their state has developed — be- 


coming ever more reactionary, and at times even geno- 
cidal — was not their only possible historic development. 

The challenge to the Islamic Republic of Iran if 
the current Syrian regime falls is no less profound. All 
pretenses of genuine revolution having been cast away, 
the Iranian rulers have staked all on the ability to proj- 
ect their legitimacy 
^ through military 
o5 means. This has been 

CO 

cR whittled down to their 

K 

| Lebanese clients, 
s Hezbollah, and the 
v go-between Assad re- 
| gime. If Assad falls, it 
1 strips away even this 
| facade. The restive 
■% people of Iran — work- 

0 ers, women, national 
minorities, those who 

§ made the Revolution 

1 of 1979 — will have 
more ability to defy 
the rulers. 

Finally, the reactionary Wahhabi royals of Saudi 
Arabia are aware that any spread of democratic ideas 
in the region is a challenge to their truly archaic, reli- 
gious fundamentalist state. 

RULERS' STRATEGY VS. AL-THAWRA 

The strategy that is being pursued by the world's 
rulers in relation to the Arab Spring is the promotion 
of a "moderate Islamist" politics modeled after Turkey's 
Justice and Development Party, as seen in Tunisia's 
Ennahda Party. Funds have been provided by the Sau- 
dis, which may help explain why the Salafists, who are 
more reactionary than the Muslim Brotherhood, did so 
well in the Egyptian elections. It can only succeed by 
limiting the movement to an electoral one, with elec- 
toral demands — not the desire for a whole new way of 
living seen in Tahrir Square. 

This is the field that a newly energized regional 
Left will be fighting on. The battle of ideas is being 
defined in Tunisia, Egypt, and beyond, a year after 
Mohamed Bouazizi's and Hussein Nagi Felhi's actions 
declared the necessity of a new world. 

Kim dynasty drags on 

The body of late North Korean dictator Kim Jong-il 
will be placed on display in Pyongyang, beside that of 
his father Kim Il-sung. The official news agency report- 
ed "natural wonders" following Kim's death, including 
that "...a Manchurian crane was seen flying around 
[Kim's] statue three times before alighting on a tree. 
The crane stayed there for quite a while with its head 
bowed and flew in the direction of Pyongyang." 

His son Kim Jong-un has been named new head 
of state and will be surrounded by advisers, like uncle- 
in-law Chang Song-taek. They will make sure that the 
system stays intact, including the doctrine of "military 
first" when it comes to appropriating food and other ne- 
cessities. For them there is too much at stake to allow 
divisions to show, which might encourage rebellion. 

The North Korean state has managed to reduce its 
"materialism" to that one idea, military first. It is what 
ties the alleged miraculous deeds of the Kims to the 
tacit non-existence of the people, who are left to starve 
when the leaders deem it necessary. A brutal example 
of the failure of Stalinist state-capitalism that contin- 
ues to exist largely because no other capitalist state 
wants to pick up the expenses of its collapse. 


Breivik whitewash? 

Norway may not try Anders Behring Breivik for 
murdering 69 young people on Utoya Island last July 
22. He was first declared psychotic and unfit to stand 
trial. After wide public outrage, the government has 
agreed to seek a second opinion. A no-trial decision 
would deny a reckoning with Breivik's motives and the 
ideology that inspired his massacre. 

Norwegian police have confirmed that Breivik was 
in Liberia, Africa, in 2002 at the time he claimed to 
be meeting there with his true role models, Serb war 
criminals. He wrote in his book: "I had the privilege of 
meeting one of the greatest living war heroes of Europe 
at the time, a Serbian crusader and war hero who had 
killed many Muslims in battle." 

At the time Serbs were supplying weapons to the 
regime of Charles Taylor, warlord-president and pro- 
tege of Muammar Qaddafi, and ally of U.S. televan- 
gelist Pat Robertson, who diverted Christian "relief' 
money from Rwanda to finance Taylor's blood diamond 
mines. Taylor was removed from office under pressure 
from various insurgents and today resides in the Hague 
where he is being tried for crimes against humanity. 

A Breivik whitewash would show how far some 
in Europe are from coming to terms with its own war 
criminals. He dreamed of continuing the work of mon- 
sters like Radovan Karadzic and Ratko Mladic in the 
mass murder of Muslims and their "sympathizers." He 
envisioned millions dead. He was not any more insane 
than those war criminals, or current hate-mongers like 
Robert Spencer. 

2012 is the 10th anniversary of the start of the Bos- 
nian genocide. We have not forgotten. 

Free Angye Gaona! 

I collect the rootlets of thought. 

I carry them on my eroded back 

next to the wild oblivion falling from me. 

— Angye Gaona 

The U.S. -allied Colombian government has falsely 
charged Surrealist poet and activist Angye Gaona with 
"drug trafficking" and "rebellion." She is being held un- 
der house arrest, her trial scheduled to begin Jan. 23. 

Gaona is an accomplished poet, and her voice 
is taken seriously by a wide public. The state 
wishes to silence her for her eloquent support 
of the rights of Indigenous people and workers. 
She has charged that Colombia has an essentially 
genocidal policy toward the Indigenous, who are 
commonly driven off their land through violence 
so corporations can exploit the mineral or agri- 
cultural resources. 

This phony prosecution is in itself an act of ter- 
rorism. The Colombian government held Gaona for six 
months last year without formal charges. She was re- 
leased then due to international pressure. 

The absurdity of the drugs charge shows the des- 
peration of the authorities. Thousands of political pris- 
oners are currently held in Colombia, trade unionists 
continue to be killed on a regular basis, and violence 
continues toward Indigenous people and Afro-Colombi- 
ans. 

Protests can be sent to: 

A1 Sr. Juez de Conocimiento, 

Centro de Servicios Juzgado Unico Penal 

del Circuito Especializado De Cartagena Adjunto 

Centro Barrio San Diego, 

Calle De La Cruz No 9-42, 

Antiguo Colegio Panamericano 2 Q Piso, 

Cartagena de Indias, 

Colombia, South America 



NEWS AND LETTERS COMMITTEES 

Who We Are And What We Stand For 


News and Letters Committees is an 
organization of Marxist-Humanists that 
since its birth has stood for the abolition 
of capitalism, both in its private property 
form as in the U.S., and its state prop- 
erty form, as it has historically appeared 
in state-capitalist regimes calling them- 
selves Communist as in Russia and Chi- 
na. We stand for the development of new 
human relations, what Marx first called 
a new Humanism. 

News & Letters was founded in 1955, 
the year of the Detroit wildcat strikes 
against Automation and the Montgomery 
Bus Boycott against segregation — activi- 
ties which signaled a new movement from 
practice that was itself a form of theory. 
News & Letters was created so that the 
voices of revolt from below could be heard 
unseparated from the articulation of a 
philosophy of liberation. 

Raya Dunayevskaya (1910-1987), 
founder of the body of ideas of Marxist- 
Humanism, became Chairwoman of the 


National Editorial Board and National 
Chairwoman of the Committees from its 
founding to 1987. Charles Denby (1907- 
83), a Black production worker, author 
of Indignant Heart: A Black Worker's 
Journal, became editor of the paper from 
1955 to 1983. Dunayevskaya' s works, 
Marxism and Freedom, from 1776 until 
Today (1958), Philosophy and Revolu- 
tion: From Hegel to Sartre and from 
Marx to Mao (1973), and Rosa Luxem- 
burg, Women's Liberation, and Marx's 
Philosophy of Revolution (1982) spell out 
the philosophic ground of Marx's Hu- 
manism internationally, as American 
Civilization on Trial concretizes it on the 
American scene and shows the two-way 
road between the U.S. and Africa. 

This body of ideas challenges all 
those desiring freedom to transcend the 
limitations of post-Marx Marxism, be- 
ginning with Engels. In light of the crises 
of our nuclearly armed world, it becomes 
imperative not only to reject what is, but 


to reveal and further develop the revolu- 
tionary Humanist future inherent in the 
present. The new visions of the future 
which Dunayevskaya left us in her work 
from the 1940s to the 1980s are rooted in 
her discovery of Marx's Marxism in its 
original form as a new Humanism and 
in her re-creation of that philosophy for 
our age as Marxist-Humanism. This is 
recorded in the documents on microfilm 
and open to all under the title The Raya 
Dunayevskaya Collection — Marxist-Hu- 
manism: A Half-Century of Its World De- 
velopment. 

Dunayevskaya' s philosophic com- 
prehension of her creation and develop- 
ment of Marxist-Humanism, especially 
as expressed in her 1980s writings, pres- 
ents the vantage point for re-creating 
her ideas anew. Seeking to grasp that 
vantage point for ourselves and make 
it available to all who struggle for free- 
dom, we have published Dunayevskaya' s 
original 1953 philosophic breakthrough 


and her final 1987 Presentation on the 
Dialectics of Organization and Philoso- 
phy in The Philosophic Moment of Marx- 
ist-Humanism (1989), and donated new 
supplementary volumes to the Raya Du- 
nayevskaya Collection. News and Letters 
Committees aims at developing and con- 
cretizing this body of ideas for our time. 

In opposing this capitalistic, racist, 
sexist, heterosexist, class-ridden society, 
we have organized ourselves into a com- 
mittee form of organization rather than 
any elitist party "to lead." We partici- 
pate in all class and freedom struggles, 
nationally and internationally. As our 
Constitution states: "It is our aim... to 
promote the firmest unity among work- 
ers, Blacks and other minorities, women, 
youth and those intellectuals who have 
broken with the ruling bureaucracy of 
both capital and labor." We do not sepa- 
rate mass activities from the activity of 
thinking. Send for a copy of the Constitu- 
tion of News and Letters Committees. 





Syrian revolution fights Assad's 
genocide, world powers watch 


WORKSHOPTALKS 


Chinese model is 
not workers' 

by Htun Lin 

As I watched the news of a state visit by the des- 
ignated next President of the People's Republic of Chi- 
na, Xi Jinping, sealing important trade deals with the 
U.S. President, I couldn't help but think about another 
"state visit," to China, by Andy Stern, former President 
of Service Employees International Union (SEIU). 

Stern penned a love letter, a sort of ode to state- 
capitalist planning, in an Op-Ed piece entitled "China's 
Superior Economic Model" ( Wall Street Journal , Dec. 1, 
2011). He confessed his gushing admiration of a symbol 
of China's success — a skyline of cranes, continuously 
erecting new factories and other real estate, "building 
roughly 1.5 million square feet of usable floor space 
daily." 

Stern exclaimed that, "The Global Revolution — 
coupled with Deng Xiaoping's government-led, growth- 
oriented reforms — has created the planet's second-larg- 
est economy. It's on a clear trajectory to knock America 
off its perch by 2025." Stern lectured, "While we debate, 
Team China rolls on. The ability to plan is what is miss- 
ing in America." 

WORKERS 1 VIEWS MISSING 

Stern curiously omits, in his exaltation of the 
Chinese economy, the point of view of Chinese work- 
ers: they have no rights and suffer rampant labor and 
human rights abuses. There is no collective bargaining 
and workers are forbidden to strike or form indepen- 
dent unions. It is no mystery that in order to enforce 
work rules, company thugs have the backing of the Chi- 
nese government, corrupt local bureaucrats and state- 
sponsored unions. 

As Li Qiang, executive director of China Labor 
Watch, points out, labor policy in the PRC is set exclu- 
sively by the government. "Economic growth in China 
happens through the sacrifice of workers' lives.... The 
few people in China who benefit the most from Chinese 

continued on p. 3 
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by Gerry Emmett 

The unprecedented uprising in Syria has been 
called the "orphan revolution" because it seems that 
the Syrian people have stood almost alone in their 
epic struggle for freedom. The Arab League observers 
achieved nothing. The UN has been stymied by Rus- 
sian and Chinese vetoes in the Security Council. Most 
recently, the meeting in Tunis Feb. 24 of the 80-nation 
"Friends of Syria" failed to produce anything concrete 
in the way of aid to the revolution. 

The Syrian Revolution is a serious challenge to 
the order in the region and beyond. Israel, Iran, and 
Saudi Arabia all 
have much to lose 
from the overthrow 
of Bashar al-Assad's 
Baathist family dy- 
nasty, as do their im- 
perialist patrons. 

The Arab Spring 
lives on in new strug- 
gles emerging in 
Egypt and Tunisia. 

Somewhere in the 
upper atmosphere 
the smoke of Syria's 
tortured cities min- 
gles with the smoke 
of burning Athens. 

As well, the 
Egyptian, Tunisian, 

Palestinian, Libyan 
masses and others clearly see this revolution as their 
own. 

The opposition Syrian National Council has been 
unable to gain concrete solidarity from state powers, 
in part because it is unable to guarantee the "stabil- 
ity" that al-Assad has provided. For instance, there is 
no possibility that free Syrian people would turn their 
backs on the Palestinian people's struggle. Nothing 
spells that out more clearly than Hamas finally being 
forced to turn its back on its former patron, al-Assad. 

Revolution will not come from above. 

BANKRUPT ASSAD TURNS TO GENOCIDE 

What is needed is for all to support the Syrian 
people's just and heroic struggle. 

There is no question that Assad has lost any "le- 
gitimacy" his regime had. His family's rule in Syria 
has always been based on violence and intimidation. 
The phrase "Hama rules," after his late father Hafez 
al-Assad's murder of 40,000 people in that city in 1982, 
entered the world's vocabulary to signify the ultimate 
in ruling class cynicism and brutality. 


Now, over 8,000 have reportedly been killed since 
the start of the Revolution one year ago. Countless 
thousands more have been injured, beaten, detained 
and threatened. Torture is common, including the tor- 
ture of children. Cultural figures have been singled out 
for attack: cartoonist Ali Ferzat, his hands broken; the 
songwriter Ibrahim Qashoush, his throat cut out. Qas- 
housh's defiant words ring at demonstrations from Da- 
mascus to Chicago, " Screw you, Bashar, and screw those 
who salute you. Come on, Bashar, time to leave! Free- 
dom is at our doors. Come on, Bashar, time to leave!" 

The assault on Homs, a center of resistance, has 
been merciless. The geno- 
cidal nature of Assad's 
regime is clear. Apt com- 
parisons have been made 
to 1990s Bosnia and the 
1943 Warsaw Ghetto Up- 
rising. 

SYRIANS' RIGHT TO 
FIGHT BACK 

The Syrian people 
have the right to armed 
self-defense, which didn't 
come from outside plot- 
ters. It began in the vil- 
lages and working-class 
communities where guns 
were more likely to be 
available, and men with 
some previous military 
experience to use them. 
Resistance began in defense of the largely peaceful 
demonstrations. 

Massive, peaceful demonstrations took place week 
after week in the face of brutal assaults from the re- 
gime. Throughout 2011 the Syrian branch of the Arab 
Spring manifested one of the most profound, coura- 
geous and sustained nonviolent freedom movements in 
memory. Given orders to attack unarmed men, women 
and children, many members of the Syrian army de- 
fected in disgust and horror. They justly turned their 
guns around. Thus the armed resistance grew. 

The armed resistance — whether in the form of the 
Free Syrian Army or the more informal local defense 
forces — has received little aid from outside. Instead, 
there has been a one-sided fight in which the Syrian 
regime forces are supplied with heavy weaponry by 
Russia. The Russian naval base being reconstructed in 
Tartus on Syria's Mediterranean coast gives the con- 
flict an aspect of classic imperialism. 

Assad, in return, has not scrupled to use the same 

continued on p. 10 



EDITORIAL 


New attacks on women take fascistic turn 


The depths of this society's inhumanity have been 
laid bare by the intensity of the war on women's bodies, 
minds and lives. Poor women are taking the brunt as 
those in power in state and federal governments mount 
an assault so reactionary that birth control, something 
considered a settled fact of life, is actually in jeopardy. 
While women have always fought back, these new out- 
rages have brought more women to the fore, enraged by 
the invasive and uncaring Taliban-like onslaught. 

That is seen in: 

9 The escalating anger and widespread dem- 
onstrations over the religious Right's attack against 
President Obama's Department of Health and Human 
Services mandate requiring employee insurance plans, 
with the exception of houses of worship, to cover wom- 
en's contraception. (See page 2.) While Republicans 
tried to frame it as a question of "religious liberty," few 
women saw it that way. Their view was confirmed by 
the refusal of California Congressman Darrell Issa to 
allow any woman to testify before his all-male panel to 
discuss the question. Casting aside pretensions that 
this is about religion, Senators Roy Blunt and Marco 
Rubio's bill would exempt both insurance purchasers 
and providers — be they religious or not — from covering 
any services that go against either their "religious be- 
liefs or moral conviction." Luckily the bill — a license to 


let prejudice reign — was defeated in the Senate. 

9 The overwhelming condemnation of Susan G. 
Komen Breast Cancer Foundation's bow to right-wing 
anti-abortion fanatics in their move to defund Planned 
Parenthood. Their reversal because of the outraged re- 
sponse was greeted with skepticism. (See page 2.) 

9 The proposed Virginia law mandating that 
women be compelled to have an invasive transvaginal 
ultrasound before an elective abortion, brought out over 
1,500 furious women and men who stood, arms linked, 
at the Virginia State Capitol in Richmond in silent but 
seething protest. Even Vice-President wannabe Gover- 
nor Bob McDonnell recognized he'd stepped over the 
line, so he had his minions craft a bill only slightly less 
oppressive because he thought the backlash might hin- 
der his political aspirations. 

9 Taking the tactic from the Arab Spring, two an- 
gry women decided to plan a "We Are Woman March 
on Washington DC April 28th, 2012." It caught fire. In 
only a few days 12,000 joined and by the time you read 
this it will be thousands more. Remarkably, this does 
not come from the National Organization for Women or 
NARAL Pro-Choice America, who act as if the only way 
women can do anything is to send them money. This is a 
grassroots effort and is comprehended as such. You can 
find them at: http://www.facebook.com/UniteWomen. 

THERE IS CERTAINLY MUCH for women to 


unite against, beginning with the almost unbelievable 
hoops they must jump through to get an abortion, such 
as: "burdensome" waiting periods of 24 hours and lon- 
ger; forced viewing of unnecessary ultrasounds; and 
state constitutional amendments defining life as begin- 
ning at conception, thus treating abortion as murder. 

Kansas, ever the sewer of anti-abortion actions and 
legislation, is considering a bill that encourages doctors 
to lie, giving them the right to withhold needed medical 
information from a pregnant woman. Doctors would not 
have to tell a pregnant woman if her health would be 
compromised or her fetus damaged if she continued her 
pregnancy. The law protects the doctor from malprac- 
tice for refusing to tell her the truth about her medical 
condition so that she wouldn't seek a needed abortion — 
even if it results in harm to the woman or baby. 
FORCED CHILDBIRTH AND NO HELP AFTER 

The biggest and most sustained attack in this war 
on women has been waged against poor women, start- 
ing with the Hyde Amendment in 1976 that cut all pub- 
lic funding for abortions. Laws that require women to 
make two trips to clinics, often hundreds of miles away 
from their homes, increase the cost. Congress has kept 
the District of Columbia, poorer and Blacker than al- 
most any state in the nation, from using its own tax 
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Komen & capital vs. self-development 


by Terry Moon 

Over 40 years ago, 12 Boston women got together 
to talk about women's health. This was in 1969, when 

no one talked about wom- 
en's sexuality. Abortion 
was illegal and birth con- 
trol had been legalized 
nationally — for married 
couples — only in 1965. 
Breast cancer was an 
embarrassment and 
not discussed; it was 
viewed as a shameful 
disease. 

Those 12 women 
approached the sub- 
ject as critics, mak- 
ing what they did a 
revolutionary act. 
As they tell their 
own story: "At a work- 
shop on 'Women and Their Bodies,' we 
discovered that every one of us had a 'doctor story,' that 
we had all experienced feelings of frustration and anger 
toward the medical maze in general, and toward those 
doctors who were condescending, paternalistic, judg- 
mental, and uninformative in particular. As we talked 
and shared our experiences, we realized just how much 
we had to learn about our bodies, that simply finding a 
'good doctor' was not the solution to whatever problems 
we might have. So we decided on a summer project: we 
would research our questions, share what we learned in 
our group, and then present the information in the fall 
as a course 'by and for women."'* 

They ended up self-publishing a 136-page booklet 
on newsprint that cost 400. It was so popular — and im- 
portant — that they formed the Boston Women's Health 
Book Collective and over the years published eight 
more editions of what became Our Bodies Ourselves. 



SELF-DEVELOPMENT VS. CAPITALISM 

This was not about money, this was about self- 
knowledge and self-development, about spreading the 
word that women could take control of our healthcare 
and bodies, and we could become the "experts." 

It didn't take long for capitalism to try to fill the 
obvious need revealed by the feminist self-help health 
movement that flourished in the late 1960s and early 
1970s, trying to submerge a movement driven by wom- 
en's desire to become whole, thinking, acting human 
beings under one driven by profit and more profit. 

We've seen this history made explicit in the few 
days it took for a supposed charity created to raise 
awareness about breast cancer, to reveal itself as play- 
ing politics with Republicans, anti-abortion fanatics, 
and others who actually oppose women's right to con- 
trol our own bodies and health. 

It may be true that when Nancy Brinker formed 
the Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer Foundation in 
1982, it was to bring awareness of a disease that had 
taken the life of her sister, Susan Komen, when she 
was only 36. And there is no question that it did bring 
awareness of breast cancer front and center. But its de- 
cision to defund Planned Parenthood shows that it long 
ago transformed into its opposite and is now a barrier 
to helping women. 

TRANSFORMATION INTO OPPOSITE 

It is not that Komen "caved" to anti-abortion fanat- 
ics who demanded that they defund Planned Parent- 
hood. It is that they agreed that they should, despite 
the fact that Planned Parenthood is a leader in testing 
poor women for breast cancer. 

Their agreement was 
shown in hiring anti-abor- 
tion politician Karen Handel 
as their Vice President. She 
was the brains behind their 
defund-Planned-Parenthood 
strategy. Not only is Handel 
willing to sacrifice poor wom- 
en's health for her anti-abortion ideals, as the secretary 
of state for Georgia she was successful in disenfranchis- 
ing thousands of Blacks, Latinos and the elderly. All 
this had to be known to Komen. Handel was simply a 
good fit for them. 

Komen recently also pulled funds from embryonic 
stem-cell research centers. Its investment portfolio in- 
cludes several drug companies, which is probably one 
reason it has worked diligently to undermine research 
aimed at finding the cause of cancer, not alone a cure, 
for example fighting "behind the scenes" to kill the 
Breast Cancer and Environmental Research Act.** 

This isn't alone a question of the transformation 
into opposite of Komen. It is what happens when a 
movement has to co-exist with capitalism, when in- 
stead of revolution, we get counter-revolution. Even 
many of those who begin with good intentions are co- 
opted. Nancy Brinker and her organization no longer 
work for women, they work to maintain their own power 
and influence and for the companies that fund them. 


WOMAN 

REASON 


We can't roll time backwards, but we can work to 
retake control of our bodies and lives. That is a revolu- 
tionary act. 

* http ://www.ourbodiesourselves . or g/ about/j amwa. asp 
** Daily Kos, "Behind the Pink Curtain — Komen's Political 
Agenda," by Betty Pinson, Feb. 1, 2012, http ://www. daily kos. 
com/story/2012/02/01/1060885/-Behind-the-Pink-Curtain- 
Komen-s-Political-Agenda 


'Let women speak!' 



Chicago — On Feb. 23 women's health advocates 
gathered at 230 S. Dearborn downtown at 12:45 PM, 
in front of Senator Richard Durbin's office to demon- 
strate support for women's access to health insurance 
that covers birth control, regardless of where we work. 

The gathering was organized by the Illinois Choice 
Action Team, the all-volunteer group representing 
NARAL Pro-Choice America in this state, with support 
from the Coalition to Protect Women's Health Care, a 
national group of more than 40 diverse organizations 
devoted to the common cause of protecting women's ac- 
cess to preventive care. 

The advocates said they're gearing up for addi- 
tional fights in Washington, including a vote on Sen. 
Blunt's (R-Mo.) amendment to allow any employer or 
insurance plan, with or without religious affiliation, to 
refuse to cover any essential health service for virtually 
any reason. 

Our demonstration focused on asking Senator 
Durbin for his support to oppose the Blunt Amendment 
and to demand that Congress "Let Women Speak" — a 
reference to the House Oversight and Government Re- 
form Committee hearing last week on the new women's 
contraception policy where the panel was all-male and 
opposed to birth control coverage. — Benita Ulisano 

Illinois Choice Action Team 



by Artemis 

Pakistan's first Academy Award nomination, the 
documentary Saving Face, follows the successful strug- 
gle by the Acid Survivors Foundation to introduce a law 
ensuring a minimum 14-year prison sentence for per- 
petrators of acid attacks. There are 150 such attacks, 
mostly on women and children, reported each year in 
Pakistan. This type of violence is spreading worldwide. 
The film follows plastic surgeon Mohammad Jawad, 
who holds free clinics to repair victims' faces, and Za- 
kia, a survivor who attempts to bring the husband who 
attacked her to justice. 

* * * 

Ugandan first lady Janet Museveni, who threw a 
"virgin party" for 70,000 young Ugandans last year, 
is now proposing a nationwide "virgin census." She 
changed her focus from promoting condoms to pro- 
moting abstinence after her conversion to evangelical 
Christianity and an increase in U.S. funding for absti- 
nence programs under the Bush Administration. This 
especially harms women who contract HIV through 
marriage and can't use condoms for fear of being la- 
beled unfaithful, or for poor women doing sex work to 
survive. HIV had declined due to the "Abstain, Be faith- 
ful, use Condoms" (ABC) program, but is now rising. 

* * * 

For 30 years, the Argentinian activist group 
Grandmothers of Plaza de Mayo has been demanding 
the return of the children of some of the 30,000 citizens 
executed for being supposed "leftist subversives" during 
the "Dirty War" of 1976 to 1983. The 400 to 500 chil- 
dren given to families loyal to the military dictatorship 
who often murdered their parents are now in their 20s 
and 30s and are mostly unaware of their true identi- 
ties. Since 2007, a series of trials has been seeking to 
document human rights abuses during the dictator- 
ship. Currently, 11 former military leaders are accused 
of kidnapping. U.S. Democratic Congressman Maurice 
Hinchey is seeking the declassification and release of 
U.S. government records that could prove a systemat- 
ic plan to appropriate the children sanctioned by the 
highest levels of power. It could as well help identify 
the children. 


Fanon and Marx 

When Terry Moon in her column in the last is- 
sue asks, "How deep does the dialectic need to become 
when the subject is woman, is Black woman?" she calls 
for more discussion of Fanon and Women's Liberation. 

Fanon, in breaking with Sartre's Existentialist 
Marxism — which acknowledged only one Subject, labor, 
and consigned the Black dimension to a "minor term" — 
did not merely pose the "opposite," Black as the Sub- 
ject. A movement at the time which did pose Black as 
Subject was Negritude. Fanon criticized the "cultural 
nationalism" of its spokesman, Aime Cesaire, as pro- 
moting a "vanguardism and a top-down" approach. 
FANON SPEAKS TO WOMEN'S ALIENATION 

L Boogie is remarkable in seeing how profoundly 
Fanon's description of Black experience as "crushing 
objectification" also applies to women. She means being 
"made to not feel safe in my own body" and being "alien- 
ated from my own physical self." 

Even as Fanon rejected Sartre’s truncated 
concept of labor as the only universal, he turned 
to labor anew starting from the way Hegel worked 
it out in his master/slave dialectic. Fanon pointed 
to the fact that, whereas in the master/slave dia- 
lectic the master needed the slave’s recognition, 
once the element of race is introduced, the mas- 
ter does not want recognition from the slave, but 
only work. 

For Hegel the development of humanity comes only 
through the slave, not the master. The slave gets a mind 
of her own because she experiences the power of ideas 
that shape the world through being disciplined by so- 
cial relations of slavery and the actuality of her work. 

A NEED FOR A DEEPER DIALECTIC 

Fanon's dialectic, with the introduction of race, is 
deeper and sharper than Hegel's, because one can no 
longer take for granted the master's recognition of the 
slave's humanity. There is no reciprocity. In Fanon, the 
struggle of the laborer whose ideas shape the world in- 
cludes the struggle to be recognized as a human being. 

Fanon here has something in common with Marx, 
who began with labor in a universal sense, very differ- 
ent from Sartre's. Labor, which is humans' metabolism 
with nature in any society, is always shaped by abstrac- 
tions that determine human relations. The extent to 
which we become fully aware and freely choose the ab- 
stractions that mediate our relations with each other 
and with nature is the extent to which we realize our 
essential human nature. For Marx this was true not 
only about labor under capitalism, but in the struggle 
against Black slavery in the U.S. and in the most fun- 
damental relation: man/woman. 

For Fanon, the colonial Subject's struggle was "an 
untidy affirmation of an original idea propounded as 
an absolute," a radical affirmation of the Subject's hu- 
manity in their social being. Fanon's break with Sartre 
was a reconnection with Marx, with his recreation of a 
universal which has to manifest in the particulars but 
is not exhausted in them. — Urszula Wislanka 


EDITORIAL 


continued from p. 1 

revenues to pay for poor women's abortions. 

The attack on poor women runs deeper than an at- 
tack on their reproductive health as Congress and the 
states cut programs for the poor, including the federal 
Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) nutrition program 
that helps poor mothers feed their children. Republicans 
want to slash at least 10% of WIC's funding, throwing 
700,000 women and children off the program. 

The Texas Department of Health and Human Ser- 
vices will enforce a law in March prohibiting doctors 
and clinics affiliated with organizations that provide 
abortion services from receiving state Medicaid fund- 
ing. The rule denies funding even to institutions that 
do not directly provide abortions. It could shut down 
the Women's Health Program and deny health services 
to approximately 130,000 impoverished women. These 
are only two examples, but there are plans to cut food 
stamps, all funding to Planned Parenthood, Medicaid 
and Medicare — all programs that women depend on 
more heavily than men. 

A NEW SOCIETY OR BARBARISM 

What brings this onslaught against women to such 
an inhuman crescendo is multifaceted. Partly it is that 
those trying to control women's bodies and minds con- 
sider women as less than human — as things that should 
do their will. They see women's liberation as well as 
Black, Gay — really all genuine liberation movements — 
as a threat to the way they think things ought to be. 
It is more than just despicable misogyny of Republican 
politicians. It is a sign of the degeneracy of 21st century 
capitalism as it moves faster and faster toward fascism. 

The stakes are always, in the end, either freedom 
in a new society based on new human relations, or fas- 
cism. The forces arrayed against women and others 
fighting for freedom have chosen fascism. They have 
not yet given it that name, but that is the path they've 
chosen. 
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Justice still overdue for 29 murdered coat miners 


Detroit — A new break in late February signaled a 
giant step forward in the prosecution of officials at the 
Upper Big Branch coal mine in West Virginia, where 
a methane gas and coal dust explosion two years ago 
killed 29 miners in the worst mine disaster in 40 years. 
The break came when federal prosecutors filed charges 
against a superintendent at the mine at the time of the 
explosion who is apparently cooperating with prosecu- 
tors. 

While charges have already been filed against a 
mine foreman and the security chief, they are small 
potatoes compared to a superintendent, who has great 
authority and responsibility in determining the opera- 
tion of a mine. That he is cooperating indicates that 
his testimony may lead to future charges being brought 
against higher Massey executives of the mine — and this 
is crucial to bring those who were the real safety viola- 
tors to justice. 

BLANKENSHIP IS THE REAL CRIMINAL 

The chief architect of those deadly violations is 
Don Blankenship, then head of Massey Energy, which 
was recently bought by Alpha Natural Resources on 
the condition that Alpha not be prosecuted for Massey's 
crimes. Blankenship has much to answer for, not only 
the more than 360 safety violations reported that led to 
the death of the 29 miners. Equally important is the vi- 
cious culture of fear and terror that he created at all of 
his mines and in the communities of the miners. 

To enhance his ominous aura of intimidation, he 
drove a black Mercedes, flew to the several mines he 
owned in a black helicopter, and wore black clothing. 
The refusal of miners and their families to talk to re- 
porters following the explosion is an indication of their 
fear of Blankenship. They knew that if their names ever 
appeared in any paper, any family member working at 
Massey would be fired immediately. They were so fear- 
ful that, even when reporters promised not to use their 
names, they still refused to talk. 

As for the miners themselves, Blankenship toler- 
ated no hint of opposition to anything he dictated and 
ordered that a miner be fired on the spot for daring to 
point out a dangerous safety violation or question any- 
thing he decreed. Unfortunately, he was able to destroy 
any attempt to form a union, leaving the miners at his 


WORKSHOPTALKS 
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economic growth may agree it's a great system, but not 
for migrant workers in factories." 

If one is willing to listen, workers speak well 
enough for themselves in innumerable wildcat strikes 
(see "Widening labor and peasant revolts threaten Chi- 
nese rulers," Jan. -Feb. N&L). Stern surely is aware of 
the punishing work environment that is common in 
Chinese factories, yet he says not a word about the role 
of multinational corporations or of the global supply 
chain in fostering such conditions. Technology giants 
like Apple, Dell and Hewlett-Packard offshore their 
manufacturing to China and other developing countries 
to capitalize not only on the low wages but on the power 
of the state to suppress workers' independent voices. 
TOP-DOWN PLANNING FAMILIAR IN U.S. 

Li's description of the Chinese model has an eerie 
parallel in the "Labor-Management-Partnership" 
(LMP) in my shop. Over a decade ago, in collabora- 
tion with our company CEO behind closed doors, Stern 
planned the LMP from the top. It soon became clear 
that its mission was to suppress workers' independent 
voices in the name of meeting company goals — to mini- 
mize cost and maximize revenue. 

Kaiser management successfully stole a recent 
union election for the SEIU, its "partner" union. Like in 
China, we have no independent voice through the LMP, 
with company union SEIU as the ruling party. 
'RIGHT-TO-WORK' STATE WORKERS' FUTURE? 

For Stern, China is but a reflection of our right- 
to-work future. He urges us to partner with American 
corporations and their efforts to outsource our jobs to 
help cut costs so they can "stay competitive." 

Stern has witnessed the growing labor unrest in 
protests by the Occupy Movement, Wisconsin public 
employees, and elsewhere. His remedy for America is "a 
streamlined government as a partner with the private 
sector" — a plan the Wisconsin governor would heartily 
endorse. 

Stern's love for state-capitalist planning represents 
what Karl Marx called the "despotic plan of capital." He 
admonished the rank and file to "learn to adjust to new 
economic realities" and said that we should be glad that 
we even "have a job." My co-workers and I wondered 
how often Chinese workers must have to listen to that 
kind of lecture by their production foremen. 

Today Team China rolls on, in partnership with 
Pennsylvania Avenue and beyond. They think rank- 
and-file democracy belongs in the "ash-heap" of history. 
We rank-and-file workers of the world beg to differ. We 
are united in that difference. 


complete mercy — of which he had none. 

This pattern goes back to the 1960s and his first 
Massey mine in West Virginia, when he refused to re- 
new a union contract with the United Mine Workers 
union. After months of a strike marked by horrible 
violence on the part of Blankenship, he succeeded in 
breaking the strike and the union. 

INSTILLING A CULTURE OF TERROR 

Blankenship refined this anti-worker, anti-union 
pattern in the years that followed. He expanded his 
mine holdings and instilled the same culture of fear 
and terror wherever he went. He became a violent anti- 
environmentalist, recklessly and aggressively polluting 
his mine areas with toxic mine wastes. He vehemently 
supported mountain-top removal mining, as well as re- 
actionary political policies. 

What must be understood is that the culture of 
fear and terror that he instilled in his mines and min- 
ers required an unquestioning bureaucracy, from the 
executive boardroom to the mines themselves. There 
were many miners, foremen and superintendents who 
could not follow his illegal or dangerous orders and quit 
working for him, but those who remained obeyed him 
unquestioningly. It was this blind obedience on the part 


of the foremen and superintendents at the Upper Big 
Branch mine that resulted in the explosion. 

The extent to which Blankenship blatantly ig- 
nored his responsibility is seen in the charges brought 
against the cooperating superintendent, which include 
conspiracy to defraud the government by blocking a fed- 
eral agency, which is a felony. This is important because 
present laws classify a "mere" safety violation as a mis- 
demeanor, with little punishment involved. 

Supporting evidence of the charge is the revelation 
that workers were directed to falsify safety records and 
to use code words to warn when mine safety inspectors 
were coming so that safety corrections could be made. 
The charge also notes that safety equipment on a min- 
ing machine to detect the presence of methane gas had 
been rewired to render it inoperative. These violations 
were routinely practiced, placing the miners' lives in 
deadly danger. 

Until these felony charges continue to go up to the 
executives, especially Blankenship, there can be noth- 
ing even approaching justice for the dead miners and 
their families. Even this, of course, cannot bring those 
dead miners back to life or ease the pain of their fami- 
lies. 

— Andy Phillips 


Immigrant workers 'March for Dignity 1 


Berkeley, Calif. — On Feb. 17 over 500 people joined 
a "March for Dignity," endorsed by Occupy Oakland, 
in support of the over 200 mostly Latino workers fired 
the previous month, despite Berkeley being a "sanctu- 
ary" city (meaning the city pledged to not cooperate 
with discrimina- 
tion based on le- 
gal status). An 1-9 
(Employment Eli- 
gibility Verification 
Form, for checking 
on resident status) 
audit of Pacific 
Steel Casting Com- 
pany, concluded in 
January, found 214 
incongruences. 

My husband 

and I were among those fired. Although the law was 
supposed to punish employers hiring undocumented 
workers, we are the ones punished by it. 

At the beginning it looked as though our union, 
headed by Oakland's councilmember Ignacio De La 
Fuente, was going to help us. The company posted an 
E-Verify poster on the human resources office last Jan- 
uary and started hiring new "legal people." The union 
assured us that nothing would happen to us because we 
were already inside. Eventually the union provided us 
the name of a law firm to help those of us who could get 
legal documents like a U visa. 

But that was not enough. The union promised to 
provide a representative to be with us during the au- 
dit interviews. I called the union many times, but one 
never came. They didn't even answer the phone. Most 


of us were fired, and I am not aware of anything the 
union may be doing after that. For example, they are 
not providing us with a list of jobs we could apply for. 
They only delayed any action on our part. The delay let 
the company hire our replacements, whom we trained 

before being fired. 

We started to 
organize at first 
just to get our pen- 
sion money back. We 
know we will not get 
another job in this 
industry; we will not 
continue to be repre- 
sented by this union, 
so we wanted back 
the money we con- 
tributed for our pen- 
sions. Frankly, we need it: we don't have a job, we don't 
even have a hope of getting another job like it. 

Once we started organizing, others joined us with 
their ideas of what we could do. We know that we will 
not continue to be a minority. In the future we will be 
a majority. We have to do things for all of us, starting 
right now. 

We are looking for wider perspectives. This march 
is a march for dignity because we feel we don't have 
anything else. We don't have access to education, we 
don't have a way to survive without a job. We don't have 
anything here. But this is our country now. We have 
our families here, we have friends, we are a community. 
This is our place, our home now. So dignity is what we 
are fighting for. 

— Ana Castano 



Rally for locked out sugar, tire workers 


Chicago — Locked out workers from American Crys- 
tal Sugar plants in North Dakota, Minnesota and Iowa 
joined locked out workers from Cooper Tire in Findlay, 
Ohio, and came to Chicago on Feb. 25 as one stop in 
their regional tour to raise support, "From Fargo to 
Findlay: A Journey for Justice." Workers from Chica- 
goland met them at Wal-Mart in the West Loop to hear 
their testimony and march in solidarity in front of the 
store. 

We heard from speakers that American Crystal 
Sugar workers, beet sugar processors and members of 
the Bakery, Confectionery, Tobacco Workers and Grain 
Millers have been locked out since Aug. 1, 2011. Tire 
builders at Cooper Tire, members of United Steelwork- 
ers 207L, have been locked out themselves since Novem- 
ber, after they rejected a tentative contract. Despite the 
hundreds of miles separating the two companies, both 
of them contracted with the same supplier of scabs to 
replace the long-time workers. 

Chicago-area workers who came out in support in- 
cluded not only steelworkers in the USW and bakers 
in the BCTGM, but also electrical workers, teachers, 
teamsters, grocery store workers and others along with 
Jobs with Justice. One American Crystal Sugar worker 
from North Dakota let us know that locked out workers 
in his state had been denied unemployment benefits, in 
a state where the governor was one of the largest stock- 
holders in the company. For news of the struggle and 
to support workers financially, go to crystalgreed.com. 

Before the rally word had filtered out about a new 
tentative contract negotiated by Cooper Tire and USW 
Local 207L, but Cooper Tire workers at the rally were 
only about full solidarity for themselves and for the 
locked out BCTGM workers. The following Monday, 
locked out tire builders did, indeed, ratify the contract 
and will return to their jobs. 


Wal-Mart was the target because it is the largest 
distributor of American Crystal sugar, which is now 
being processed by scabs. Workers and labor support- 
ers had rallied at the same Wal-Mart just nine days 
earlier, that time in solidarity with 65 fired Wal-Mart 
warehouse workers. They were fired because they pro- 
tested to their boss, a Wal-Mart subcontractor, over be- 
ing paid far less than the minimum wage — unbeliev- 
ably, $4.62 an hour! Wal-Mart shrugs off responsibility 
for the wages and working conditions of their suppliers, 
but squeezing its subcontractors guarantees substan- 
dard conditions. 

Like the national tour of Hormel strikers of Local 
P-9 in Austin, Minn., a quarter-century ago, this tour 
"From Fargo to Findlay" invites solidarity from work- 
ers when the news media and many union bureaucrats 
would like to bury the workers with silence. 

—Teamster supporter 
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Women as thinkers & revolutionaries 


FROM THE WRITINGS OF 

RAYADUNAYEVSKAYA 


Editor s Note: For International Women s Day 
and Women's History Month, we print below brief ex- 
cerpts from Raya Dunayevskaya's 1975-76 lectures on 
"Women as Thinkers and as Revolutionaries , " which 
were also excerpted in Women's Liberation and the 
Dialectics of Revolution: Reaching for the Future. 


I. Mass Creativity and the Black Dimension 

What today we call Women's Liberation, as an 
Idea whose time has come, are movements from prac- 
tice, from below, that have been accumulating through 
the ages. 

Take the so-called Aba "riots" in Eastern Nigeria 
in 1929, some 30 years before anyone thought seriously 
of Africa, much less African women, as a new devel- 
opment of world freedom. It was in that inauspicious 
year that the market women in Eastern Nigeria were 
suddenly taxed by the occupying British Empire.... 

The self-organization of the wom- 
en established a totally new form of 
struggle which transcended all tribal 
divisions — Ibo, Yoruba, Hausa, as well 
as the smaller tribes. So united, power- 
ful, and violent was the opposition of 
the women to the edicts, to their own 
chiefs, as well as to the British impe- 
rial rule, that it became impossible to 
contain the revolt. . . . 

Has any historian, or even revolu- 
tionary, seen that historic act as ground 
from which a great leap into freedom 
as well as leadership was achieved in 
the 1960s? Nor can the neglect be ex- 
plained only by the fact that the event 
occurred in far-off Africa, back at the 
outbreak of the Great Depression. 

Take the Women's Rights Convention in this coun- 
try in 1848, at Seneca Falls, N.Y., a fact often enough 
recorded by women historians of today. All underesti- 
mate the Black dimension which inspired the white, 
middle-class, educated women to strike out on their 
own. Sojourner Truth and sometimes also Harriet 
Tubman are dutifully mentioned, condescendingly ad- 
mitting their bravery — and of course their suffering as 
slaves — but never as Reason which drove the educated 
to face reality: that the Black women were the orators, 
generals, and, yes, thinkers, whereas they, the middle- 
class intellectuals, were but subordinates.... 

HAVE WE EVEN TODAY, as we inveigh against 
"male domination," compared that to Sojourner Truth's 
separation from Frederick Douglass after the Civil 
War for being "short-minded" because he did not wish 
to burden the struggle for passage of the 14th Amend- 
ment by demanding also the right of women to vote? 
And have today's women theorists built on that move- 
ment from below, not only as force, but as Reason? Nor 
have any analyzed it within the context of that year of 
revolutions, 1848.... 

Other than Marx's genius, what was in the air 
that led to Marx's discovery of a whole new continent 
of thought? Can we today afford to let the ruling ide- 
ology keep us hemmed into American pragmatism? 
Shouldn't we, as women, at least be aware of the fact 

Philosophic dialogue 


that the year Marx first broke with bourgeois society 
and worked out a philosophy of liberation which he 
called "a new Humanism" — 1843 — was also the year 
when a woman, Flora Tristan, proclaimed the need for 
an International of men and women that would put an 
end to the division of mental and manual labor?... 

II. Russia, February 1917; Germany, January 
1919; and Rosa Luxemburg 

Now let's turn to the 20th century and see, firstly, 
what we can learn from women as masses in motion, 
initiating nothing short of the overthrow of that reac- 
tionary Russian colossus, Tsarism — the dramatic, cre- 
ative, empire- shaking five days in February 1917 ; and, 
secondly, let's turn to the 1919 German Revolution, and 
its greatest theoretician, Rosa Luxemburg. 

That first day, Feb. 23, in Russia, appeared simple 
enough as a celebration of International Women's Day 
by the textile workers in Petrograd. But was it that 
simple when they insisted it become a strike, despite a 
raging world war in which their country was doing very 
badly? Was it that simple when all revolutionary par- 
ties — Bolsheviks, Left Mensheviks, So- 
cial Revolutionaries, Anarchists — were 
telling them that they were courting a 
massacre, and they shouldn't go out on 
strike? Was that first day of the revo- 
lution, when 50,000 women marched 
despite all advice against it, a "male- 
defined" revolution? Was the letter they 
addressed to the metal workers, which 
the metal workers honored by joining 
the strike — and 50,000 grew to 90,000: 
men and women, housewives as well 
as factory workers — a proof of the fact 
that they didn't really "know" what 
they were doing?... 

WHAT HAD HAPPENED in ac- 
tion, what had happened in thought, 
what had happened in consciousness 
of the mass participants — all this is 
ground on which we build today. Or should be. But 
even if some still insist on playing down women both 
as masses in motion and as leadership, let them consid- 
er the German Revolution, January 1919, led by Rosa 
Luxemburg. None questioned that she was the leader. 

From 1898 when she fought the first appearance 
of reformism in the Marxist movement, through the 
1905 Revolution in which she was both a participant 
and out of which she drew her famous theory of the 
Mass Strike; from 1910-13 when she broke with Karl 
Kautsky — four years in advance of Lenin's designation 
of Kautsky as not only opportunist but betrayer of the 
proletariat — and when she first developed her anti- 
imperialist struggles and writings, not only as political 
militant but carving out her greatest and most original 
theoretical work, Accumulation of Capital, to the 1919 
Revolution, she made no division between her theory 
and her practice. . . . 

Luxemburg was not only involved in lecturing and 
developing an anti-imperialist struggle over the 1911 
Morocco crisis which would, in turn, lead to her great- 
est theoretical work, Accumulation of Capital, but she 
also turned to work on the "Woman Question," which 
heretofore she had left entirely to Clara Zetkin, who 
was editing the greatest German women's magazine, 
Die Gleichheit, from 1891 to 1917. 

The magazine's circulation rose from 9,500 in 1903 


to 112,000 in 1913. Indeed, by the outbreak of the war, 
the female membership in the German Social Democ- 
racy was no less than 170,000. It is clear that, as great 
a theoretician as Rosa Luxemburg was, and as great 
an organizer as Clara Zetkin was, they were not ex- 
ceptions to the alleged apathy of German women. On 
the contrary, it would be more correct to say that there 
wouldn't have been as massive and important a revo- 
lution in Germany were there not that many women 
involved in the revolution. . . . 

Has the Women's Liberation Movement noth- 
ing to learn from Rosa Luxemburg just because she 
hadn't written "directly" on the "Woman Question"? 
Outside the fact that the latter doesn't happen to be 
true, should not the corpus of her works become the 
real test of woman as revolutionary and as thinker and 
as someone who has a great deal to tell us as Women's 
Liberationists of today? Are we to throw all that into 
the dustbin of history because she had not written on 
the "Woman Question"? 

III. An Ongoing Revolution and Today's Women 
Theorists 

The plunge into revolutions is being undertaken 
because they not only are exciting events of the early 
20th century, but will also illuminate the problems of 
our day. We need to examine, if only briefly, today's 
ongoing Portuguese Revolution to see the historic con- 
tinuity of working-class women in motion as shapers 
of history. As far back as two decades ago, when the 
totally new movement from below began with the out- 
break of the East European revolt against Russian to- 
talitarianism, signaling a new world stage of struggle 
for freedom from under totalitarianism, and no one was 
paying attention to the fascist regime in Portugal, there 
were struggles of workers, of women, of peasants.... 

Women became especially important in 1973 when 
a labor shortage sent them into textiles and electron- 
ics, and directly into the fight against multinationals. 
It is in textiles and electronics and shipyards where the 
grassroots workers' movement first erupted, and where 
none questioned the militancy of women workers. But 
they were asking not only for a fundamental change in 
labor conditions, but for different relations at home, as 
well as raising totally new questions of revolution and 
new human relations. . . . 

Women's participation became critical as three 
movements — the rebellion within the army, and the 
wildcats of industrial workers covering the length and 
breadth of the country, as well as the peasant occupa- 
tion of the land — coalesced. It was no accident that one 
of the revolutionary political movements that arose, 
PRP/BR, was headed by a woman, Isabel do Carmo.... 

WORKING-CLASS WOMEN HAVE a very spe- 
cial reason for their passionate interest in revolutions, 
not simply because they're exciting events, but because 
they show working-class women in motion as shapers 
of history. The dialectical relationship of spontaneity 
to organization is of the essence to all of us as we face 
today's crises. It is not only Portugal which is under the 
whip of counter-revolution that began Nov. 25, 1975. 
The global struggle for power between capitalist impe- 
rialism and state-capitalist societies calling themselves 
Communist, all nuclear-armed, has put a question 
mark over the very survival of humanity. 

Creativity that can really tear things up at their 
roots and genuinely start something new, humanly 
new, can only come from mass creativity. It is only then 
when it is totally revolutionary, is not hemmed in by the 
concept and practice of the "Party to lead," and it is only 
then it can once and for all end aborted and unfinished 
revolutions.... 


Situationists and Absolute Negativity 



Art by Paul Tanzawa 


It was good to have Ron Kelch's Essay, "Absolute 
Negativity, Occupy and Situationists," in the Jan. -Feb. 
News & Letters open an overdue philosophic dialogue. 
As someone who discovered the work of Guy Debord 
and Raya Dunayevskaya at about the same time, I've 
given a lot of thought to their relation. 

I consider Debord' s work, especially The Society 
of the Spectacle (1967), as valuable. Further, the Situ- 
ationist International's (SI) influence in the Occupy 
Movement is real. My first night at Occupy Chicago I 
heard SI slogans and ideas, even if the people using 
them didn't know the history. 

I like the way Kelch discusses the question in light 
of Absolute Method. The Occupy Movement needs to 
grasp its own logic in terms of second negativity — not 
only what are we against, and wish to destroy, but what 
are we for, and wish to create. This includes the dialec- 
tics of the American Revolution and the vanguard role 
of Black freedom struggles. 

The dialogue with the ideas of the SI, particularly 
Debord, can also help with this, even if there is a dis- 
tinction to be made between Debord and Dunayevskaya 
in terms of method. Marxist-Humanism has rooted 
itself in the idea that revolutionary Subjects' activi- 
ties, whether "labor, Women's Liberation, youth, Black, 
etc. — will be inseparable from the meaning of that 
activity... because in meaning, i.e. philosophy, is both 
ground and roof of all we do, survey, strive for, as we 
prepare for that 'revolution in permanence'" ( The Philo- 
sophic Moment of Marxist-Humanism, p. 18). 


This has always been the project of News and Let- 
ters Committees. The aim is for each to experience Ab- 
solute Negativity as Marx first grasped it in 1844 — his 
philosophic moment. 

Debord has a different approach. Rather than the 
Humanism of 1844, his writings are steeped in Marx's 
cultural critiques, like the "Contribution to a Critique 
of Hegel's Philosophy of Right " of 1843, and through 
them the section on "Culture" in Hegel's Phenomenology 
of Mind. As Kelch points out, for Debord the workers' 
councils the SI called for remained more a normative ab- 
straction — although the Si's impassioned and ruthless 
anti- Stalinism kept the abstraction potent, and they 
never compromised the idea of "freely associated labor." 

This was Debord's specific route of approach to 
Marx's "fetishism of commodities" in Capital, Chap- 
ter 1. What is most important for today is that Debord 
grounded the critique of capitalism and the "Spectacle" 
in an Absolute. As Dunayevskaya writes of the fetish- 
ism of commodities in Chapter 1 of Philosophy and Rev- 
olution: it "...cannot be relegated to a place 'below' the 
theory of value and surplus value. Or, for that matter, 
below other economic laws Marx analyzed — the law of 
the centralization and concentration of capital or the 
'general absolute law' of capitalist development, the un- 
employed army, which bourgeois economists were not to 
concern themselves with till the Depression!" (Philoso- 
phy and Revolution, p. 83). Debord's influence thus cre- 
ates an important opening to discussion within Occupy 
Wall Street. — Tim Finnigan 


Celebrate International 
Women's Day 

"No doubt we will not fully overcome male chauvin- 
ism so long as class society exists. But we can and 
will break up its monolithism. We 
can and will witness the devel- 
opment of women themselves 
not only as force but as reason. 

We can and will be a catalyst 
not only for our development 
as all-round human beings, 
but also for that of men. The 
first step in that direction is 
to meet the challenge as it 
appears, everywhere it ap- 
pears, any time it rears its 
head, under no matter what 
disguises. The first act of liberation is 
to demand back our own heads." 

—Raya Dunayevskaya 
From: Women's Liberation 
and the Dialectics of Revolution 

To order yours, see page 7 
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Istvan Meszaros and the Dialectic 


ESSAY 


by Eugene Walker 

Istvan Meszaros, Social 
Structure and Forms of Con- 
sciousness. Volume I, The Social 
Determination of Method. New 
York: Monthly Review Press, 2010. 

Global depression conditions 
have once again brought to the 
fore capitalism's grave contradic- 
tions, and with it, new interest 
in the work of Karl Marx. This 
is not alone a theoretical question. The massive pro- 
tests in Greece, Spain, Italy and England, as well as 
the Occupy Wall Street protests across the U.S., have 
meant that activists have been questioning the system, 
protesting against the cutbacks in social services, the 
massive unemployment, the growing inequality every- 
where. TINA, "there is no alternative," has become a 
bankrupt expression while the ideas of Marx, if not 
front and center, have entered the discussion. 

Which Marx is being explored and debated? After 
the distorted practices of what passed for Marxism for 
much of the 20th century, this is no minor point. One 
needs to return to Marx's ideas in and of themselves, 
crucially their re-creation for our specific moment, es- 
pecially after the collapse of so-called Communism. 

Here the labors of Istvan Meszaros have a particu- 
lar relevance. His Beyond Capital (1995) was an im- 
portant critical study of the social metabolic form of 
capital as elucidated by Marx. As well, it showed that 
the deeply contradictory efforts of 20th century revolu- 
tions in the name of communism failed to move beyond 
capital. One could take issue with Meszaros' refusal 
to designate such societies as state-capitalist, but his 
return to Marx's analysis of capital and capitalism was 
a contribution in the last decade of the 20th century. 

However, Meszaros' study came with a most pecu- 
liar philosophic framework — Hegel as the defender of 
"universal permanent capital." His focus was primarily 
on Hegel's political philosophy in Philosophy of Right. 
He recognized Marx's indebtedness to the Hegelian 
dialectic, but subordinated that to Marx's comment: 
"Hegel's standpoint is that of modern political econo- 
my" ("Critique of the Hegelian Dialectic"). 

In The Social Determination of Method, Vol. I of 
Social Structure and Forms of Consciousness, Meszaros 
focuses on the Hegelian dialectic itself, directly attack- 
ing how Hegel uses a number of philosophic categories: 
measure, mediation, negation in relation to Spinoza, 
object-subject identity, the Absolute Idea. What is at 
the center of Meszaros' critique of Hegel's development 
of these philosophic categories is his full-blown attack 
on the heart of the Hegelian dialectic: ''negation of the 
negation," or second negativity. He is determined to 
demonstrate that the Hegelian dialectic itself is concil- 
iatory to bourgeois society, and not a radical rupture in 
the manner of Marx. Let's examine his claim. 

"ALL DETERMINATION IS NEGATION" 

At first negation, we find the source of Hegel's 
praise for Spinoza: ' Determinateness is negation — this 
is the Absolute principle of Spinoza's philosophy, and 
this true and simple insight is the foundation of the 
absolute unity of Substance." In the same moment, 
Hegel critiques the limitation of Spinoza's insight for 
stopping at absolute substance: "But Spinoza does not 
pass on beyond negation as determinateness or quality 
to a recognition of it as absolute, that is, self-negating 
negation.... Therefore, Substance lacks the principle of 
personality" {Science of Logic, Vol. 2: 168). 

Hegel's point was that the dialectic is not alone 
negation, but negation of the negation; not alone sub- 
stance but Subject, including "personality"; that dia- 
lectics is movement and self-movement. Negation of 
the negation contains the positive emerging from with- 
in the negation. 

Rather than seeking to grasp both Hegel's appre- 
ciation and critique of Spinoza, Meszaros makes a cari- 
cature of Hegel's commentaries, quoting tiny phrases: 
"negatively self-negating negation," "circle of circles," 
and "return to the beginning," that are meaningless 
without context and serious examination. Hegel's ini- 
tial praise of Spinoza is, in Meszaros' view, related 
to the fact that "Spinoza sums up in a most striking 
fashion the inescapable negativity of the philosophical 
conceptions which are representative of capital's social 
formation." 

To Meszaros, the Hegelian dialectic contains no 
movement to potentially transcend capital: "The Hege- 
lian conceptualization of the world from the standpoint 
of political economy" (77) is the one and only truth. As 
a result, there is no serious exploration of Hegel's dia- 
lectic of second negativity, only ridicule of isolated ex- 
pressions in a manner that borders on cynicism. 
NEGATION OF NEGATION IN THE ABSOLUTE 

Meszaros seeks to bolster his critical reading of the 
Hegelian dialectic with an examination of paragraphs 
of the Absolute Idea chapter of the Science of Logic. 
Meszaros asserts that Hegel is not interested in remov- 
al of contradictions but only in their reconciliatory pres- 


ervation; that Hegel's use of the negative as mediator 
is a hopeless task because real extremes and opposites 
cannot be mediated; that absolute negativity and abso- 
lute mediation based on subjectivity are brought in as 
merely semantic solutions that solve nothing. However, 
Meszaros' analysis seems colored by his determination 
to take every philosophic category of Hegel and look for 
the hidden political root of "universal permanent capi- 
tal." Hegel almost becomes reduced to an ideologue. 

On one occasion, Meszaros strings together iso- 
lated sentences to make his point. His reductive view 
of the Hegelian dialectic reaches an absurd level when 
the rich, complex dialogue of the 20-page Absolute Idea 
chapter of Science of Logic is dismissed in four isolated 
sentences quoted from various pages. This is suppos- 
edly to demonstrate that the Absolute Idea chapter is 
part of "determinations and contradictions of capital's 
constraining horizon... reproduced in [Hegel's] philoso- 
phy at the highest level of abstraction" (72). 

Most telling of Meszaros' critiques is his failure to 
fully grasp Hegel's concept of "negation of the negation." 
At times he characterizes it as "pseudo-positivity of 
apologetic inversion," or "a formula problematically ex- 
tended far beyond its validity." Meszaros does recognize 
the need not just for negation, the negation of capital- 
ism, but the necessity for posing the positive: "In order 
to succeed in the envisaged historic sense, the socialist 
approach must define itself in inherently positive terms. 
Marx made this absolutely clear when he insisted that 
'Socialism is man's positive self-consciousness (391). 

But for Meszaros, "negation of the negation" relies 
only on negativity and thus positive self-consciousness 
cannot emerge from it. He rejects a reading of nega- 



Istvan Meszaros 


tion of the negation as containing a positive within the 
negative, which we can "translate" in revolutionary 
terms as the destruction of the old, capitalism (first ne- 
gation), and the construction of the new, the creation 
of a humanistic socialist society (negation of the nega- 
tion), which moves beyond a dependence on the old and 
emerges on its own ground. 

Marx did not view negation of the negation in such 
a narrow, undialectical manner. In "Critique of Hege- 
lian Dialectic" he wrote: "communism is humanism 
mediated with itself through the supersession of pri- 
vate property. Only through the supersession of this 
mediation — which is itself, however, a necessary prem- 
ise — does positively self-deriving humanism, positive 
humanism, come into being." This is second negation, 
self-negating negation, that is far from only a return to 
the old or reconciliation, or a simple wishing away of all 
the real contradictions. Marx discerned the methodology 
for this within the Hegelian dialectic. It became one of 
the keys for his conceptualizing and practicing the over- 
coming of the world's real, concrete contradictions in a 
manner that expressed an emerging new Humanism. 

If Meszaros wants to criticize Hegel for his ab- 
stractions, for his reconciliatory political writings, well 
and good. But when he claims that the dialectic itself 
only has this reconciliatory end as its foundation, not 
only is he flying in the face of Marx's view, but, most 
crucially, he has cut himself off from the philosophic 
construction that can most profoundly assist us in the 
destruction of capital and the creation of a humanist, 
socialist, future society. 

DISMISSAL OF HEGEL'S ABSOLUTES 

Meszaros' reductive view of negation of the nega- 
tion is one with his dismissal of the Absolute Idea in 
Hegel: "The fundamental methodological orienting 
principle of the Hegelian philosophy, centered on the 
Absolute Idea, is inseparable from its deeply recon- 
ciliatory ideological orientation" (305). What is most 
problematic here is Meszaros' attempt to conflate the 
revolutionary dialectic of Science of Logic (as well as 
Hegel's Phenomenology of Spirit and Philosophy of 
Spirit) with Hegel's reactionary writings on the state, 
etc., and thus to define the Hegelian dialectic as at 
heart reconciliatory and apologetic for capital: 

[E]ven a great philosophical genius, Hegel, 
who identified himself with capital's stand- 
point of political economy, had to terminate 
history in the present: by postulating coloni- 
ally dominant Europe as "absolutely the end 
of history" in his own version of the perfect 
" organic system ' corresponding to the his- 
torically objectified, and fully realized, eternal 
present of the Absolute Idea. 


While Marx did not extensively comment on the 
totality of Hegel's Absolutes, he did explore Absolute 
Knowledge in Phenomenology, and never dismissed the 
Absolutes in the manner Meszaros does. What is at is- 
sue is not alone theoretical. It is whether Hegel's Abso- 
lutes have crucial points of departure for a theory of 
transition, for the overcoming of capital today, in the 
first decades of the 21st century. This is what Meszaros 
has cut himself off from, even as he profoundly critiques 
the persistence and death logic of capital, and the fail- 
ures of what he terms post-capitalist capital societies. 

Put another way, as crucial as is what Meszaros 
identifies as the "Marxian Reorientation of Method" — 
as opposed to all the methods that he importantly cri- 
tiques in Social Determination of Method as pre-Marx 
in the era of capital — Meszaros has not fully grasped 
Marx's method because he minimizes and fails to fully 
explicate Marx's indebtedness to and revolutionizing 
of the Hegelian dialectic. 

He is not open to the possibility of returning to 
the Hegelian dialectic in and for itself for our day. His 
view is that after Marx's settling accounts with the 
Hegelian dialectic, there is no need to return to Hegel, 
no need for Hegel's dialectic as a way to critique bour- 
geois society, in either its classic form or its so-called 
socialist form. Unlike Marx, Meszaros chooses not to 
use the Hegelian dialectic against Hegel's political con- 
clusions, against his false positivism. 

We are not arguing the Absolute Idea contains the 
key for overcoming capital. One needs Marx and the 
revolutionary subjectivity of masses in motion. But 
that too does not alone solve the problem. The question 
is whether a return to the Hegelian dialectic in and 
of itself, and not alone via Marx, can assist us at the 
present moment. Meszaros does not believe so, and ar- 
gues that an active rejection of the Hegelian dialectic 
in the Absolute Idea can help us clear away mystifying, 
obscuring debris. 

ABSOLUTE NEGATIVITY AS NEW BEGINNING 

Can we have a more illuminating way to explore 
"negation of the negation" and the Absolutes of Hegel 
than Meszaros offers? In a vastly different interpreta- 
tion, Raya Dunayevskaya, the founder of Marxist-Hu- 
manism, saw Hegel's Absolute Idea not as an apologia 
for capital, but rather as ground upon which to create 
new beginnings — "Absolute Negativity as New Begin- 
ning" — for social transformation. In her 1961 "Rough 
Notes on Science of Logic' she wrote: 

[I]n reaching this final chapter, the Absolute 
Idea, [Hegel] is through with all which we 
would politically describe as "taking over"; 
that is to say, capitalism will develop all tech- 
nology so perfectly for us that all the prole- 
tariat will have to do will be to "take over." As 
we reject this concept politically, Hegel rejects 
it philosophically. He has now so absorbed all 
the other systems that, far from taking over, 
he is first going back to a totally new begin- 
ning. 

The challenge she saw was the need to discern and 
concretize that dialectic within humanity's struggle for 
freedom. For decades, Dunayevskaya labored on "the 
specific of self-liberation" in the world of here and now. 
Three strands were crucial: (1) Marx's dialectic of revo- 
lution in permanence in the entire body of his writings 
from the 1840s to the 1880s, was both a transcendence 
and a revolutionary appropriation of the Hegelian 
dialectic. (2) She sought out the revolutionary hu- 
man subjectivity of her day, what she expressed as the 
movement from practice that is a form of theory, and 
which she saw in the action and thought of workers, 
women, Black masses and other minorities, and youth. 
(3) She returned to the Hegelian dialectic in and of it- 
self, to his Absolutes rooted in negation of the nega- 
tion. She found there a new philosophic moment. For 
her, Absolute Negativity as New Beginning became the 
universal that determined her philosophic-political- 
organizational labors. 

The contrast with Meszaros' view could not be 
sharper: Where he finds only "universal permanent 
capital" in Hegel's dialectic, Dunayevskaya found a 
vantage-point for comprehending the totality of Marx's 
"new continent of thought and revolution." Where 
Meszaros fails to see the Hegelian "negation of the ne- 
gation" as expressing a positive reaching for the future, 
she found the needed "translation" of revolution's dual 
rhythm, the destruction of the old and the creation of 
the new. Where Meszaros dismisses Absolute Idea as 
only the "fully realized, eternal present," Dunayevs- 
kaya grasped Absolute Idea as "free creative power," 
enabling "the unity of the theoretical and the practical 
idea," the preparation for "the drive to transform real- 
ity itself' (Dunayevskaya, "Absolute Negativity as New 
Beginning," Chapter 1, Philosophy and Revolution). 

Today's activist generation needs to view the total- 
ity of Marx, particularly his dialectical roots in Hegel. 
For this, Meszaros' recent writings, despite their many 
brilliant insights, create unfortunate barriers. 
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REVOLTS AND HOPE FROM CHINA TO TEXAS 


Your Jan.-Feb. lead on China ("Wid- 
ening labor and peasant revolts threaten 
Chinese rulers") was very interesting. I 
had seen videos of police beating up any- 
one who recorded such revolts. I am so 
tired of police with guns, e.g., in Oak- 
land recently, but even at the airports. 
It is literally a police state, just like in 
China. I felt so sorry for the people there 
and here. 

Kathy 

Oakland 

It is important to see how integral 
the "other China" is to humanity's lib- 
eration from global capitalism. Sweated 
alienated labor concentrated in Chinese 
factories is still the foundation of capi- 
tal's extraction of surplus value which 
sets the global standard for job creation. 
There has been a persistent call for 
global solidarity from Chinese workers. 
That was the plea we heard in Seattle in 
December 1999 from independent Chi- 
nese trade unionists. It didn't get much 
attention at the time. 

The specter haunting China's rul- 
ers today is the movement for self-deter- 
mination from below in peasant commu- 
nities and the factories in the face of the 
global capitalist system. The persistent 
struggle of the Chinese workers and 
peasants is a crucial link in the effort to 
overcome global capitalism. 

Observer 

California 

Although the reality is barbaric to- 
day, there appears to be a hopeful awak- 
ening of the people worldwide — what I 
would call an emerging hopeful collec- 
tivism of the working class. The chal- 
lenge is not to give up. 

I keep wondering what will happen 
in May? Will we see another 1968, when 
the near-revolution in France was, how- 
ever, aborted? What will the G8/NAT0 
events bring about? Will the world's 
working class this time collectively use 
their mental and muscle power to cre- 
ate a truly human civilization? One that 
is biophilial (loving creation and con- 
struction) to replace today's necrophilial 
(loving death and destruction) — to para- 
phrase Erich Fromm. We will see. 

Octogenarian 

Wisconsin 

The current potential — to move ac- 
tivists from a shallow liberalism into the 
deeper waters of socialism — gives me 
goose bumps. We can be confident that 
all the state actors will react predict- 
ably, with repression in various ways, 
depending on the local circumstances, 
from Europe, Syria, Egypt, to the U.S. 
(whether that be Austin, Oakland, New 
York, or Memphis). Many will have the 
opportunity to test the limits of a shal- 
low democracy in a voting booth. Some 


will retreat into defeatism, but some 
may take the opportunity to test new 
ideas of freedom. Hopeful 

Texas 

*** 

A year ago, on the same day I'm 
writing this, Feb. 24, Yemen's then-pres- 
ident, Ali Abdullah Saleh, told me and 
others at a meeting that he is not leav- 
ing power and if we want him to leave we 
have to force him to, and bring our own 
president. Really amazing how things 
end up. Goodness wins after all. 

Shatha Al-Harazi 
Sanaa, Yemen 

*** 

I find it hypocritical that we con- 
demn China for workers' oppression, 
without looking at what the U.S. has 
done. I think we want to blame them for 
our problems, saying, for example, that 
China is taking our jobs. But the fact is 
that the U.S. is sending the jobs there. I 
condemn China for their policies but feel 
they are just as guilty as we are. 

Subscriber 

Chicago 

*** 

Your Jan.-Feb. lead on the widening 
labor and peasant revolts talks about 
peasants and workers being forced to 
resist. I don't think they were forced 
but resisted anyway. The capitalists in 
China were forced into the land grabs 
to perpetuate capitalism. The point is 
to see the resistance dialectically, not 
mechanically. In the popular portrayal, 
Rosa Parks refused to sit at the back of 
the bus because she was tired. But that 
wasn't it. She was tired of racism. 

Reader 
San Francisco 

*** 

Turning people into factory workers 
is what capitalism demands, without re- 
gard to what it means to be human. This 
is also the story in Haiti, which has had 
crises because their native agriculture 
has been decimated, and imported rice 
prices have risen so much. It is very true 
that we are all connected to the struggle 
of Chinese peasants and Chinese labor. 

Reader 
Northern California 


RAMPANT RACISM 

Racism is running rampant. I have 
not seen it like this in my whole life. 
Schools, hiring practices, language and 
behavior are blatantly anti-Black and 
anti-Latino. Talking about it infuriates 
white people. Talking about it scares 
people of color. If we do not stand up to 
it, we will perish. Elena Herrada 

Detroit 

A petition has been circulated 
seeking to repeal the recent Arizona 
State Government ruling outlawing 


IN MEMORIAM FOR MARIE COLVIN 


n 


The death of 
Marie Colvin, the 
British war cor- 
respondent killed 
in Syria Feb. 22 by 
bombs raining down 
from Assad's army, 
is a tragedy. It is a 
tragedy because she was determined 
to report what was happening in the 
most dangerous parts of the world, but 
also because of why she did so. As her 
friend Roy Greenslade wrote in The 
Guardian : "She was not interested in 
the politics, strategy or weaponry; only 
the effects on the people she regarded 
as innocents. 'These are people who 
have no voice,' she said. 'I feel I have 
a moral responsibility towards them, 
that it would be cowardly to ignore 
them. If journalists have a chance to 
save their lives, they should do so.'" 

While News & Letters tells the 
truth by being a forum for people in- 
volved in struggle to speak for them- 
selves and tell their own stories, Ma- 
rie Colvin reflected the voices of those 
"who have no voice" in a powerful way 
few others have. 


She died in Homs from Assad's 
shelling precisely because of her com- 
mitment to let the world know what 
the people of Syria are suffering. 

In 30 seconds on the night before 
she was killed, she did just that in 
an ITV news report from Homs: "The 
Syrians are not allowing civilians to 
leave... anyone who gets on the street is 
hit by a shell. If they are not hit by a 
shell they are hit by snipers. There are 
snipers all around on the high build- 
ings. I think the sickening thing is the 
complete merciless nature. They are 
hitting the civilian buildings absolute- 
ly mercilessly and without caring and 
the scale of it is just shocking." 

Colvin wanted the world to be 
shocked along with her, a courageous 
political act, the kind of act that has 
made reporters targets of repressive 
regimes the world over. The silencing 
of her fearless voice reminds us of the 
importance of knowing the truth, and 
the preciousness of Colvin and her 
comrades who face death to give it to 
the world. 

Terry Moon 
Managing Editor, News & Letters 



the teaching of Ethnic/Racial Studies. 
This racist Arizona ruling not only ap- 
plies to Mexican American Studies, but 
also Black/African American/Africana 
Studies, Latino/Hispanic Studies, Na- 
tive American and Asian Studies within 
public schools and state and city colleges 
and universities. Given their records, 
there is no presidential candidate — 
Democratic or Republican — who will 
support the fight to repeal this ruling. 

That's why we created our pe- 
tition. You can sign it here: http:// 
signon.org/sign/repeal-the-arizona- 
governmen?source=c.url&r_by=588262/ 
National Black Education Agenda 
New York 



Librotraficante, a cara- 
van of banned books, will 
go through Texas and 
New Mexico in March, 
dropping off books to 
a network of "Under- 
ground Libraries." On 
March 17 in Tucson, or- 
ganizers will hold a lit- 
erary celebration. Partici- 
pants include Tucson high 
school students affected by the abrupt 
shutdown of their Mexican-American 
studies program last year, as well as La- 
tino authors, educators and activists. 

Tony Diaz, founder of Nuestra Pal- 
abra: Latino Authors Having Their Say, 
stated: "When we heard that Tucson ad- 
ministrators... in front of young Latino 
students, during class time, removed 
and boxed up books by our most beloved 
authors... that offended us down to our 
soul... politicians in Arizona have become 
experts in making human beings illegal. 
We did not do enough to stop that, thus 
anti-immigration legislation spread... 
now they want to make thoughts illegal. 
If we allow this to happen, these laws, 
too, will spread." 

To read a list of the banned books 
and support this latest chapter in 500- 
plus years of resistance, visit http:// 
www.librotraficante.com/Press-Release. 
html. Supporter 

Nueva York 


VOTING AND FREEDOM 

Obama represents a party that 
wants to run capitalism. Republicans 
are "purists" identifying unbridled capi- 
talism as freedom. The need is to project 
what freedom is. It would be great if the 
Occupy Wall Street movement mounts 
a real challenge to capitalist "freedom." 
Politics is only a reflection of issues in 
real life. Urszula 

Bay Area 

David Letterman sarcastically en- 
dorsed Santorum for president. Stating 
that the Republican Party was looking 
for the most "crazy" candidate, he said 
Santorum clearly beat Romney in that 
department, and went on to list all his 
incredible positions. The most frighten- 
ing revelation, however, is not the hor- 
rifying parade of openly racist, xeno- 
phobic, classist, homophobic, misogynist 
retrogression represented by the Repub- 
lican candidates. It is the support they 
are receiving from a significant portion 
of the population! Teacher 

Illinois 

While I am disappointed with 
Obama's politics, I would still crawl on 
my knees through broken glass to vote 
for him. I see what is arrayed against 
him. He doesn't realize that technology, 
too, is war, and that there is no way to 
reconcile with it. I am offended by people 
who don't vote. It's a small thing, but it 
is important. There are many countries 
where people get killed for that right. 

Malcolm 
Bay Area 


*** 

In a recent emailed "alert" from the 
ACLU, I was startled to read: "Rather 
than working to protect and expand the 
right to vote, politicians in Springfield, 
111., are considering legislation that sup- 
presses the right to vote, and hurts low- 
income individuals, racial and ethnic 
minorities, senior citizens and voters 
with disabilities. Tell legislators to op- 
pose repressive Voter ID requirements." 

I had not known that millions of 
Americans lack the narrow category of 
"permissible IDs" under proposed new 
legislation. Those who lack it include 
people who happen to have moved, were 
born at home, and even veterans who 
served the country. What is happening 
today is truly insidious. Forewarned 

Chicago 

Obama's election signaled a new 
moment in that a segment of the white 
working class broke with prevailing no- 
tions and for a moment overcame the 
racist determinant of U.S. politics. Amer- 
ican Civilization on Trial points out that 
when Black and white get together, there 
is real movement forward. The Left now 
has two positions: Obama represents a 
real movement and we should partici- 
pate in politics (after all, Marx support- 
ed Lincoln); the other position critiques 
him for being a Black face for capitalism. 
News and Letters Committees' position 
is neither. It does not confuse the aspi- 
rations of people who participate in an 
election with the narrow arena of bour- 
geois politics. Ron Kelch 

Bay Area 


WOMEN'S LIBERATION 

I found "Frantz Fanon and women's 
liberation" (Jan.-Feb. N&L) interesting, 
particularly "the thingification of wom- 
en," or, as I would put it, "the objectifi- 
cation of women." Since both men and 
women objectify their own bodies, as 
well as the bodies of others, this is very 
precarious territory. Many of us like a 
little "objective" attention. I know I do. 
Unfortunately, society serves to alienate 
us from our bodies. Nevertheless, no one 
should be harassed on the streets. Wom- 
en are more exposed, thus more vulner- 
able to this. Much easier for a man to 
remain armored in these situations. I'd 
like to see a wide discussion of this in 
the pages of N&L because I've found 
that being in love with a woman goes to 
the very essence of my being as a man. 

Rand W. Gould 
Lapeer, Ml 

Thanks to N&L for keeping true to 
Dunayevskaya's standard for a "deep and 
sharper dialectic." Often the condition of 
girls and women is a side issue. It was a 
relief to read Moon's "Frantz Fanon and 
Women's Liberation" and the Reader's 
View by Van Gelder, which, taking up L 
Boogie's analysis of street harassment 
and the harassment of Israeli girls on 
their way to and from school, seriously 
engage the business of everyday liv- 
ing — the front on which human libera- 
tion, in practice and theory, ultimately 
is battled. Dawn Perkins 

California 

For years the U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops has tried to stay out 
of the papers as "bishop" became a syn- 
onym for pedophile enabler. But now, 
just as the Komen Foundation felt the 
time was right to attack Planned Par- 
enthood, the Bishops are feeling embold- 
ened by current political talk to return 
to the attack on the long-settled issue 
of birth control. One can only hope they 
have misread the mood of the country to 
the same extent that the Komen Foun- 
dation did. Bob McGuire 

Chicago 
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A LOOMING WAR 

The ad- 
ministration is 
warning that 
Iran will at- 
tack the U.S. if 
Israel attacks 
them. Israel is 
warning that it 
may attack Iran 
and will not 
tell the U.S. be- 
forehand. Iran 
warns that if 
attacked it will 
shut down the world's busiest oil ship- 
ping lane and retaliate so as to cause Is- 
rael's collapse. Presidential candidates 
bluster about taking military action 
against Iran. In such an environment, 
war becomes very likely, and the admin- 
istration's soothing reassurances can't 
erase the fact that war quickly spirals 
out of anyone's control. When you teeter 
on the edge of a cliff, it's pretty hard not 
to fall all the way to the bottom. Stop the 
war before it's too late! No war on Iran! 

Anti-war activist 
Chicago 


FOR CLARENCE SCOTT, 

"THE BUTTON MAN" 

Clarence Scott, aka bluesman Li'l 
Scotty, aka "the button man" to anybody 
who attended a demonstration in Chi- 
cago in the last 30 years, passed away 
Feb. 1 from a heart attack suffered in 
January. 

Scott was born in Florence, S.C. A 
house fire in his early years, blamed on 
the Ku Klux Klan, left him with scars. 
It didn't stop him from playing guitar or 
singing. 

He was a supporter of civil rights 
and freedom struggles. He would be 
seen at most rallies here — sometimes 
performing, but more often standing be- 
side his button display. His Blues Revue 
played local clubs, and also did shows in 
nursing homes. 

In recent years health problems 
forced Scott to undergo a tracheotomy. 
He taught himself to sing again, using a 
marking pen to block off the tube in his 


throat. The blues in action. 

I last saw him a few months ago at 
Occupy Chicago. Scott wasn't talking 
then. But he always had a hug or fist 
bump. He had the light of humanity in 
his eyes, always, and as history shows, 
that's the spark of revolution. He will be 
missed. 

Blues lover 
Chicago 


SITUATIONISTS 

Oakland stands out in the Occupy 
Movement for its radicality, largely 
thanks to a mix of young anarchists, 
council communists and anti-state 
Marxists thoroughly familiar with the 
writings of the Situationists. 

In his essay in the Jan. -Feb. N&L, 
Ron Kelch zeroes in on how Debord and 
company seem to fetishize the idea of 
workers' councils. But the councils are 
not the end-all/be-all for the Situation- 
ists. Beyond the councils is "generalized 
self-management." Beyond "general- 
ized self-management" is the realm of 
freedom where all can try their hand at 
"creating situations." They named them- 
selves with this idea and soon saw that 
no one is free until everyone is. 

Kelch strikes a false note when he 
states, "They took no hints from how the 
content of [Marx's 1844 Manuscripts] 
spoke to the 1956 Hungarian revolution- 
aries whose workers' councils fought of- 
ficial Communism." I believe the exact 
opposite is true. 

Kelch is right to lament that the 
Situationists did not deepen theory with 
their own 1844 Manuscripts, as they had 
intended to do. Let's hope that "Hella 
Occupy Oakland" produces such a thing 
along with an "Oakland Commune"! 

Lew Finzel 
Oakland 

I agree with the content of the Jan.- 
Feb. N&L essay article, "Absolute nega- 
tivity, Occupy and Situationists," but it 
is present in reverse. What is important 
is not to answer Guy Debord and other 
Situationists, but to answer the ques- 
tions of the Occupy activists and revo- 
lutionaries. Those activists are looking 
to Situationists because they are looking 


for a total philosophy which expresses 
the experience of their lives and their 
dreams. Raya Dunayevskaya put it as 
movements "looking to be taken over," 
not in the sense of being co-opted, but to 
make it part of a greater idea. 

Situationism started in 1957 but 
took hold in the 1968 French revolts and 
still has currency because of a similar 
void in thought today. 

It does little good to show the inade- 
quacy of Situationists unless we are able 
to project a positive humanism, a "sec- 
ond negation." That "second negativity" 
can only come about through listening to 
the movement itself. "The Left" has not 
been listening very well since the 1970s, 
which is part of why we are in the situa- 
tion we are in today. If we start with the 
real lives of those in the Occupy move- 
ment and the millions more who have 
been moved by it, then we will find our 
way to the full philosophical expression 
of the striving for freedom and univer- 
sality. D. Cheneville 

Oakland 


BIG BROTHER IS WATCHING 

In a recent Charlie Rose program, 
Rose interviewed the New York chief of 
police on the surveillance going on there. 
It is apparently very pervasive and con- 
tentious, with many complaints. I'm 
sure this kind of surveillance is happen- 
ing everywhere. It reached enormous 
heights during the 1960s — and must be 
increasing again now, although it seems 
little talked about. It needs to be recog- 
nized and stopped while that's possible. 

Veteran of the 1960s 
Detroit 


CRIME AND PUNISHMENT 

Christian Gomez was only 27 years 
old when he died while on hunger strike 
on Feb. 2 at Corcoran State Prison in 
California. The strike of over 30 prison- 
ers began Jan. 27 after the prison failed 
to keep promises it had made in order 
to end an earlier, larger hunger strike. 
Corcoran is known for medical neglect, 
and reportedly they cut off hunger strik- 
ers from medication and other care. It 
appears that they knew of pre-existing 


health problems and let Gomez die. 
Prisoners nearby were yelling and bang- 
ing on bars to try to get guards to check 
on Gomez as he lay dying. 

Prisons, which supposedly exist to 
punish people for wrongdoing, face no 
punishment for their own crimes: con- 
tributing to the death of a human be- 
ing. Gomez's death added urgency to the 
Occupy Movement's Feb. 20 nationwide 
Day in Support of Prisoners. The strike 
may have ended, but a communication 
from inside implied future strikes will 
take place. More information and links 
to the prisoners' demands can be found 
at prisonerhungerstrikesolidarity. word- 
press. com. Occupier 

Chicago 

Queer Notes cites a petition in Eng- 
land to pardon the brilliant cryptolo- 
gist Alan Turing. In the U.S. a pardon 
means you did indeed commit the crime. 
It is the British government who should 
ask for a pardon for driving Turing to 
suicide for being gay. David M'Oto 

Oakland 


PRISON VOICES 

Your pa- 
per is a great 
outside view 
of a world and 
its policies that 
need attention 
and immediate 
change for the 
better. Keep 
shining the 

light on the real and important issues. 

Prisoner 
Crescent City, Cal. 

Thank you for providing me with 
News & Letters , which is shared with 
fellow prisoners. Through your publica- 
tion, we are kept abreast of events that 
are normally suppressed through the 
capitalist media. Prisoner 

Susanville, Cal. 

TO OUR READERS: Can you do- 
nate the price of a sub ($5) for a prisoner 
who cannot pay for one? It will be shared 
with many others. 



SELECTED PUBLIC A TIONS FROM NEWS & LETTERS 


Books 

by RAYA DUNAYEVSKAYA 

□ Philosophy and Revolution: From Hegel to Sartre and from 

Marx to Mao 30th Anniversary edition, 2003 $24.95 

□ Marxism and Freedom: from 1776 until Today 

2000 edition. Foreword by Joel Kovel $24.95 

□ Rosa Luxemburg, Women's Liberation, and Marx's Philosophy 

of Revolution 1991 edition. Author's new introduction. Foreword 
by Adrienne Rich $24.95 

□ Women's Liberation and the Dialectics of Revolution: Reach- 
ing for the Future $14.95 

□ The Power of Negativity: Selected Writings on the Dialectic in 

Hegel and Marx $24.95 

□ The Marxist-Humanist Theory of State-Capitalism: Selected 

Writings by Raya Dunayevskaya $8.50 

□ The Philosophic Moment of Marxist-Humanism: Two 
Historic-Philosophic Writings by Raya Dunayevskaya 

Contains "Presentation on Dialectics of Organization and Philoso- 
phy of June 1 , 1 987" and 1 953 "Letters on Hegel's Absolutes" 

$3 paperback, $10 hardcover 

by CHARLES DENBY 

□ Indignant Heart: A Black Worker's Journal 

Includes Afterword by Raya Dunayevskaya $14.95 

En Espanol 

por RAYA DUNAYEVSKAYA 

□ Marxismo y libertad $10 

□ Filosoffa y revolucion: De Hegel a Sartre y de Marx a Mao.. .$10 

□ Rosa Luxemburgo, la liberacion femenina, y la filosoffa marx- 

ista de revolucion $10 

□ La liberacion femenina y la dialectica de la revolucion: tratan- 

do de alcanzar el futuro $10 

□ El Poder de la negatividad: Escritos sobre la dialectica en 

Hegel y Marx $10 

□ Dos ensayos por Raya Dunayevskaya $2 


! See our website or contact us for fuller listing 

Pamphlets 

□ Bosnia-Herzegovina: Achilles Heel of Western 'Civilization' 

(Expanded edition) $5 

□ Kosova: Writings from News & Letters , 1998-1999 $3.50 


□ News and Letters Committees Constitution 44 cp postage 

□ Marxist-Humanist Literature Catalog 

A full list of publications (includes many not listed here) available 
from News and Letters Committees 61 1 postage 

Archives 


□ American Civilization on Trial: Black Masses as Vanguard, 
by Raya Dunayevskaya, 40th anniversary edition 

□ Dialectics of Black Freedom Struggles: Race, Philosophy & 
the Needed American Revolution by John Alan 

Each $8, Special: Both for $15, including postage. 


□ Guides to Collection and Supplement to the Raya Dunayevs- 
kaya Collection: Marxist-Humanism: A Half Century of Its 
World Development 

Full description of 17,000-page microfilm collection $4.50 

□ The Raya Dunayevskaya Collection— Marxist-Humanism: A 
Half Century of Its World Development 

A 17,000-page microfilm collection on 9 reels available from 
Wayne State University, Detroit, Ml 48202 $165 


Newspaper 

□ Explorations in Dialectical and Critical Theory 1 f 

From Hegel to Derrida and from Marx to Meszaros $5 □ News & Letters subscription 

Unique combination of worker and intellectual published 6 times 

□ Marx s Capital and Today s Global Crisis a year. (Request information about gift subscriptions.) $5/year 

Includes critiques of Ernest Mandel and Tony Cliff $4 

□ Bound Volumes of News & Letters 

□ Myriad Global Crises of the 1980s and the Nuclear World since 1977 . 84 , 1984 . 87j 1987 . 94 1994 . 99j 20 00-2010 $70 each 

World War II A/<SZ_ is also available on microfilm, 

by Raya Dunayevskaya $4 

Mail orders to: 

□ Nationalism, Communism, Marxist-Humanism and the News & LetterSj 228 South Wabash; Suite 230 Chi , L 60604 

Afro-Asian Revolutions phone (31 2) 431 , 8242 

by Raya Dunayevskaya $4 

Enclosed find $ for the literature checked. 

□ Voices from within the Prison Walls Please add $2 postage for each pamphlet, $4 postage for books, 

by D. A. Sheldon. Prisoners' views of (in)justice system and orga- m inois residents add 7 o /o sa | es tax 

nizing from within $8 

For pamphlet plus donor copy for a prisoner $16 

Name 

□ Working Women for Freedom 

by Angela Terrano, Marie Dignan, and Mary Holmes $5 

Address 

□ The Coal Miners' General Strike of 1949-50 and the Birth of 
Marxist-Humanism In the U.S. 

by Andy Phillips and Raya Dunayevskaya $5 ^ ^ tate ^ 

□ On the 100th Anniversary of the First General Strike in the U.S. 

by Terry Moon and Ron Brokmeyer $5 tma " Address 

3 - 4/12 
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Biblioteca Popular needs your support! 


Editor s note: Biblioteca Popular has been an im- 
portant anti- authoritarian institution in the Chicago 
Pilsen community, holding cultural events and forums 
on issues from war to immigration, revolution in Tahrir 
Square to femicide in Ciudad Juarez. Now under attack 
by Mayor Emanuel's Chicago, the Biblioteca Popular 
Collective released a statement, "They are afraid we can 
dream without them": 

On Oct. 15 Biblioteca Popular received a "cease and 
desist" letter, along with multiple fines from the City 
of Chicago's Department of Business Affairs, for unli- 
censed "live creative expression." The notice cites the 
lack of a Public Place of Amusement License, intended 
for for-profit venues with a capacity of more than 100 
people. However, this license does not reflect the activi- 
ties of Biblioteca Popular, and the capacity requirement 
alone makes it exempt. 

We have no illusions of the city's intentions. This 
is an act of aggression meant to disrupt an effort to 
build alternative institutions for self-determination. 
It reminds us of how spaces like Biblioteca Popular, 
where communities dialogue and forge bonds of soli- 
darity, can challenge the logic of state and capital, and 
are a threat to those in power. The city wants a mora- 
torium on "creative expressions" it cannot control and 
claims our poetry, love songs, and war cries should be 
purchased, approved and surveilled. It is evident the 
city is not meeting the needs of our communities and 
that it will not tolerate efforts to self-organize around 
meeting those needs. 

After filing a Freedom of Information Act request 
we have discovered an ongoing investigation launched 
by Chicago's Bureau of Organized Crime since April, 
along with documents indicating the city's desire to 
shut down Biblioteca Popular. We were facing thou- 
sands of dollars in fines on trumped-up charges. After 
notifying the City that we are shutting our doors and 
haggling with them about the gravity of these alleged 
offenses, we were offered to settle for a fine reduction of 
$1,000. After receiving legal counsel, we realized con- 
testing the fines would likely result in a $10,000 ver- 
dict, total fines adding up to $12,000. Though the fines 
are bogus, the city is determined to push forward with 

The Black trek north 

The Warmth of Other Suns: The Epic Story of 
America's Great Migration , by Isabel Wilkerson, Vin- 
tage Books, 2011. 

Isabel Wilkerson, the first Black woman journalist 
to receive a Pulitzer Prize (1994), spent 15 years creat- 
ing this book, the title of which is taken from Richard 
Wright's Black Boy. It traces the Great Migration last- 
ing 55 years and ending only "in the dragged-out, be- 
lated response to the Civil Rights Act of 1964" (p. 539). 

Wilkerson distilled over 1,200 oral histories into 
three biographies, representing the broad range of 
origins and outcomes for Southern Blacks who moved 
north. She intertwined their stories with literature, 
history and government reports, enriching her moving 
description of their lives. 

The book beautifully reveals the human face of the 
Great Migration. Wilkerson challenges commonly held 
views of the six million Black people who moved north. 
She asserts that the deliberate Southern construction 
of Jim Crow segregation — "the violently enforced codes 
of the Southern caste system" (p. 10) after the Civil 
War — created the deep-seated racism in the North. 

Although Wilkerson concludes that the "common 
denominator for leaving was the desire to be free" (p. 
536), her protagonists achieved only limited freedom, 
beset with contradictions, like the crime-ridden Chi- 
cago neighborhood of former sharecropper Ida Mae 
Gladney. But some migrants' individual quests for free- 
dom were unseparated from a burning drive to create a 
whole new society. 

That burning drive animated Charles Denby, who 
migrated from Alabama to Detroit in the 1920s, worked 
in auto factories and became the first Black worker- 
editor of a Left newspaper, News & Letters. He is not 
taken up in this book, but his autobiography, Indignant 
Heart: A Black Worker's Journal (Wayne State Univer- 
sity Press, 1989), chronicles his pursuit of freedom. His 
philosophy grew to include what he titled his last chap- 
ter, "Worldwide Struggle for Freedom": 

"I consider my life story as part of the worldwide 
struggle for freedom. As a Black from South USA and a 
Black auto production worker in Detroit, my experience 
has proved to me that history is the record of the fight 
of all oppressed people in everything they have thought 
and done to try to get human freedom in this world. I'm 
looking forward to that new world, and I firmly believe 
it is within reach, because so many others all over the 
world are reaching so hard with me" (p. 294). 

The Warmth of Other Suns is worth reading for 
the human stories that the U.S. still doesn't want to 
acknowledge and for showing us the reach of Jim Crow 
into the 21st century, as it enabled capitalism to divide 
and exploit all of us. Far as we have come, there is a 
lot of hard work to do before we will achieve a deeper 
freedom. — Susan Van Gelder 


all of them. We have decided to accept the settlement. 

In light of this repression we have decided to close 
up shop at 1921 S. Blue Island. 

We still need your support fundraising, packing 
and moving. We also ask your help in finding venues for 
the activities and projects which currently make up the 
space and invite you to meet with us to organize toward 
their survival. Get in touch with us at pilsenradical- 
space@riseup.net. 

In Love, Rage, Solidarity and Friendship, 

— The Biblioteca Popular Collective 


Maldives coup defied 



In the Maldives, a country of hundreds of islands 
in the Indian Ocean, a Feb. 7 coup overthrew the coun- 
try's first democratically elected president, Mohamed 
Nasheed. 

As a long-time pro-democracy activist, Nasheed 
was imprisoned 16 times and tortured under the pre- 
vious Gayoom regime. As president, he was an inter- 
nationally recognized leader on climate issues, speak- 
ing on behalf of small island states like the Maldives, 
whose highest natural elevations are about three feet 
above sea level, facing extinction from rising sea levels. 
He had set the Maldives on a path to become the first 
carbon-neutral nation. 

The coup was headed by Vice President Mohamed 
Waheed Hassan, backed by a mutiny of elements in 
the police and military, who attacked the main mili- 
tary base in Male', the capital, and took over the state 
broadcaster. 

As the new president, Waheed has appointed fig- 
ures from the former dictator Gayoom's government, 
which had been agitating against Nasheed' s attacks on 
judges who protect corrupt Gayoom allies. Whipping 
up a violent atmosphere, Waheed adopted their anti- 
Semitic, Islamist rhetoric and branded Nasheed sup- 
porters traitors and terrorists. 

Within a day after the coup, 500 democracy sup- 
porters had been thrown in jail, and dozens more were 
in intensive care in the hospital. The headquarters of 
Nasheed's Maldivian Democratic Party (MDP) was 
trashed, and its staff was brutally beaten. 

Thousands of people, including a large num- 
ber of women, flooded the streets to oppose the 
coup. An arrest warrant was issued for Nasheed, 
and the new home minister pledged to send him 
to jail for the rest of his life, but hundreds of sup- 
porters massed outside his home, preventing his 
arrest. Protests are continuing. On many islands, 
anti-coup protesters attacked police officers and 
burned or closed down police stations. 

In a "Women's rally for justice" on Feb. 24, hun- 
dreds of women joined by dozens of men marched 
across Male' chanting, "Tyrant Waheed, Resign," before 
joining a MDP rally of 8,000. 

Following a Feb. 26 protest in Addu City, women's 
rights activist Shiyara Mohamed said, "It was just 
around 100 people, and most were women. We were 
standing near the police barricade and calling for Wa- 
heed' s resignation when all of a sudden the Star Force 
charged from behind us and tear gassed the whole area 
without any warning." Women were beaten with batons 
and boots. 

The U.S. and India immediately recognized the 
coup as "constitutional." They are pressuring Nasheed 
to call off protests and join in a "national unity govern- 
ment." Soon China too expressed support for Waheed. 
India, with U.S. backing, is competing with China for 
a commercial and military foothold in the strategically 
located Maldives, just southwest of India's tip. 

In an op-ed piece in The New York Times, Nasheed 
acknowledged his mistake in not purging the military of 
Gayoom allies. He warned the people of Tunisia, Egypt, 
Libya and Yemen, "Long after the revolutions, powerful 
networks of regime loyalists can remain behind and can 
attempt to strangle their nascent democracies." 

However, he is betting on new elections to bring 
him back to power. He has not confronted the fact that 
democratic elections in themselves cannot substitute 
for a revolutionary self-organization of the masses from 
below. Elections are not enough to dismantle the ex- 
ploitative economic relations and corresponding organs 
of violent coercion, which are what enabled the coup. On 
Feb. 7, when military "officers on my side then begged 
me to open the weapons vault," Nasheed refused in or- 
der to avoid bloodshed. It was already too late. 

— Franklin Dmitryev 


'Shootout' in the back 

Los Angeles — My name is Alicia Alvarez. I'm the 
mother of Jonathan Cuevas, who was 20 years old when 
he was shot and killed by the Los Angeles County Sher- 
iff s Department in the city of Lynwood on Oct. 10, 2010. 

He was walking with two friends from a party. He 
called me when he was almost home. I told him to call 
me back when he made it to the house because it was 
almost midnight. In the morning his father knocked on 
my door, saying he was called by the Sheriff s Homicide 
Bureau. At the Lynwood Century Sheriff station Homi- 
cide detective Torres told him that Jonathan had been 
fatally wounded. 

At the morgue, I was really upset to see what 
we saw when they pulled Jonathan out of a draw- 
er. His eyes were open, there was a bullet hole in 
his chest. According to the autopsy report, that 
was an exit wound — he had been shot three times 
in the back, starting from the lower back up to 
almost the shoulder blades, and once in the side 
by the hipbone. 

Detective Torres told me he was fatally shot be- 
cause he had a shootout with the officers. He wouldn't 
tell me where the crime scene was, but my son had told 
me he was on Long Beach Blvd. I drove around, and 
when I came to Josephine St. and Long Beach Blvd, I 
saw the puddle of blood. Then people started coming 
to us, telling us what they saw. What they told me and 
what the detectives said, was different. 

People told us they had heard gunshots and Jona- 
than had fallen to the ground. The officers handcuffed 
him and left him there lying on the ground without ren- 
dering any aid. According to witnesses, an ambulance 
came with no lights or sirens. The paramedics were not 
allowed to go to him immediately. 

Two nurses came to me with their faces cov- 
ered and told us that deputies got in a physical 
altercation with doctors and nurses in the ER 
and would not allow them to perform CPR on my 
son. I saw in the medical records that they did 
give my son all the medical attention he needed, 
but unfortunately it was too late. I know there 
were precious moments that were wasted. This is 
where I saw a violation of my son's civil rights in 
not receiving medical care immediately. 

After the autopsy report came out, showing that 
the gun residue test was negative, they changed the 
first story they gave us, that Jonathan had a shootout 
with the deputy, to say he was reaching into his waist- 
band. The story they are sticking to now is that they 
had received a 911 call that three men were brandish- 
ing a weapon and terrorizing motorists. 

I have not received the police report because, ac- 
cording to the police, it's an ongoing investigation. Vid- 
eos from street cameras have not been released. I've 
asked for them at City Council meetings, I've talked to 
the mayor one-on-one. 

I've had a lot of harassment and break-ins into 
my house after my son died. My daughter was beat up 
along with my cousin by the same deputy sheriff that 
was there at the time. We're going to Juvenile Court 
still fighting that case, because they said she assault- 
ed the officer. I asked for the officer's background and 
that's where I found out he had killed someone before. 

A lot of organizations come out and try to help you 
because the family doesn't know where to start. Yes, 
it was my son that was killed, but it affects the whole 
community because the officers continue to work here. 
We need an independent review committee to do these 
investigations. I wish we could do something to hold 
these officers accountable for their actions. 

— Alicia Alvarez 

Protest prison abuse 

Los Angeles — On Feb. 20, over 150 protestors gath- 
ered at the Los Angeles County Jail and the adjacent 
Twin Towers County Jail against the ongoing oppres- 
sive treatment of prisoners. This is a continuation of 
growing support for the prisoners' hunger strike that 
began July 1, 2011, at Pelican Bay Security Housing 
Unit (SHU). (See News & Letters , Sept.-Oct. 2011.) 

This renewed strike spread throughout California 
prisons, with 12,000 participating in the first week. 
Extended solitary confinement is based on a prisoner's 
alleged gang status based on someone else's "debrief- 
ing," or snitching. Those that don't cooperate are given 
extended time in solitary confinement. 

A Latina whose husband is in Pelican Bay said, 
"Treat prisoners humanly." And a Latino student said, 
"Prisons don't make us safer. Prisons don't solve human 
problems." — Basho 

• 

San Quentin, Calif. — On Feb. 20 over a dozen rallies 
and demonstrations were held throughout the U.S. for 
a "National Occupy Day in Support of Prisoners," in- 
cluding in the San Francisco Bay Area, Los Angeles, 
Austin, Denver, Baltimore, Philadelphia and New York. 
In the Bay Area, over 1,000 people gathered outside 
the gates of San Quentin to hear mostly from former 
prisoners and statements read from current prisoners 
including Mumia Abu- Jamal. — Urszula Wislanka 
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The return of the Russian Revolution? 


by Alexei Gusev 

Moscow, Russia — The demonstrations of Dec. 10 and 
Dec. 24 in Moscow, in which tens of thousands of people 
took part, show clearly that the period of social passiv- 
ity in Russia is over; the Putin era is nearing its end. 
The last time such large demonstrations took place in 
Moscow was in 1990-91 at the height of the democratic 
wave directed against the domination of the Commu- 
nist Party of the Soviet Union (CPSU). Then, as a result 
of these mass actions, the whole 
party-state system of the USSR 
began to crumble. Those who par- 
ticipated in those events 20 years 
ago are again feeling revolution is 
in the air. 

The rising wave of protest 
has demystified the myth of Puti- 
nism as a durable "consensus" be- 
tween the people and the authori- 
ties in Russia. It was not just a 
few small "marginal" groups but 
the mass of ordinary people 
who no longer were willing to 
exchange their civil and po- 
litical rights for Putin-style "stability." Many were 
surprised by such an awakening after ten years of so- 
cial hibernation. But in fact it was inevitable. 

...[Dlespite the explicitly pre-revolutionary situa- 
tion in Russia, the victory of the democratic revolution 
in the near future is not assured. The death-throes of 
the Bonapartist regime could last. But the revolution 
is ripening, sooner or later it will break out. 

And if this revolution succeeds? 

Objectively speaking, today the revolution can 
only be political and democratic. Russian society is not 
ready to go further, given long decades of totalitarian 
atomization, a serious economic recession and then 
Bonapartism. The revolution will not solve social-eco- 
nomic problems right away, but it can create the po- 
litical and institutional conditions for their solution. 
Political freedom and democracy are not a panacea — 
but without them no serious improvement of the social 
order is possible.... 

The Stalinists and some of the right-wing liberals 
claim, erroneously, that a "bourgeois mob" was in the 
streets of Moscow. According to a poll, 75% of the par- 
ticipants in the demonstration on Dec. 24 were salaried 
workers in nonmanagerial positions; 68% were low and 
medium-low income. On the other hand, their level of 
education was rather high: 83% had degrees. One of the 
main forces in the struggle for democracy is this 21st 
century proletariat — skilled, educated, but deprived of 
a decent share of the public wealth. 

...The "Putin decade" has witnessed a large growth 
of nationalist ideas of the type that turn easily into Na- 


QUEERNOTES 


by Elise 

A California Girl Scout put out a YouTube video 
asking the public to boycott Girl Scout cookies because 
she objects to a troop admitting a Transgender girl. 
While three Louisiana troops disbanded over the issue, 
a national Girl Scouts spokeswoman for the 100-year- 
old organization said to the Washington Post: the Girl 
Scouts "prided itself on being an inclusive organization 
serving girls from all walks of life.... We handle cases 
involving transgender children on a case by case basis 
with a focus on ensuring the welfare and best interests 
of the child in question and the other girls in the troop 
as our highest priority." 

* * * 

Kuwaiti police justify torturing and sexually abus- 
ing Transgender women because of a 2007 law which 
makes it a crime to imitate the opposite sex. Even males 
dressed in male clothing have been arrested by police, 
forced to dress in female clothing and then police report 
they were arrested in that attire. Human Rights Watch 
documented these abuses in their report "'They Hunt 
Us Down For Fun': Discrimination and Police Violence 

Against Transgender Women in Kuwait." 

* * * 

Discrimination against LGBTQ people by the own- 
ers and operators of Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD) housing and their lenders is now prohibited be- 
ginning in March. GLBTQ individuals in, or perceived 
to be in, Queer relationships will be included in the def- 
inition of family. HUD Secretary Shaun Donovan made 

these liberatory announcements in late January. 

* * * 

One week after Uganda's anti-homosexuality bill 
was re-introduced, Ugandan police raided a workshop 
for LGBT human rights defenders. Women Living Under 
Muslim Laws' Violence is Not Our Culture Campaign 
vehemently protested the raids ordered by Minister for 
Ethics and Integrity Simon Likodo. Kasha Jacqueline 
Nabagasera, founder of Freedom and Roam Uganda, the 
only Lesbian organization in Uganda, was arrested. 


zism. The regime is responsible for much of this, since 
it has no other ideology than "statism" tinged with na- 
tionalism. The lack of freedom in social life and the lack 
of developed political culture favor the propagation of 
such crude ideological substitutes. This has resulted in 
xenophobia, inseparable from nationalism, ethnic po- 
groms against migrants from the Caucasus, Nazi ter- 
ror in the streets, thuggish violence of nationalist foot- 
ball hooligans, etc. The mass protests against electoral 
fraud called forth feverish 
activity among the national- 
ists, who tried to attach them- 
selves to the democratic move- 
ment. Their main goal is to be 
recognized as a political force. 
But behind the "democratic 
nationalists" hide genuine 
Nazis. "Democratic national- 
ism" is the claim of superior- 
ity of "true Russian national- 
ity" over other ethnic groups, 
profoundly incompatible with 
the principles of democracy. 

In the membership of the 
organizing committee of the protest demonstrations are 
apologists for the assassins of Stanislav Markelov and 
Anastasia Baburova. This is a serious mistake on the 
part of the leaders of the democratic movement. The 
participation of the far Right, with their flags and their 
spokesmen on the platform, can have serious conse- 
quences. In the hope of attracting new protesters from 
the camp of the far Right, the movement's organizers 
run the risk of discrediting their cause.... 

However, it is highly improbable that the victory of 
the democratic revolution will reinforce the national- 
ists. Their target audience is already divided between 
the nationalist Liberal-Democratic Party (of the notori- 
ous Zhirinovsky) and the CP, which leaves little ground 
for "new" nationalists. According to polls, 75% of the 
Russian population does not feel hostility towards other 
ethnic groups. The majority of people in Russia real- 
ize that xenophobia is disastrous for their multi-ethnic 
country. The rank-and-file activists of the protest move- 
ment strongly rejected nationalism by booing the far- 
Right speakers at the big Moscow demonstrations.... 

The objective task of the democratic revo- 
lution in Russia is to liberate civil society from 
the authoritarian and bureaucratic yoke and to 
create a political space where all social forces 
can express their interests. The absence of an or- 
ganized Left movement (outside of tiny Trotskyist and 
anarchist groups) cannot continue, and the different 
Stalinists and phony "social democrats" of "Just Rus- 
sia" party parading as Leftists are not up to filling the 
bill. Today already, 17% of the protesters identify with 
the non-Communist Left. Their position is not yet rep- 
resented politically. Sooner or later, the consolidation of 
the democratic Left forces that are anti-totalitarian, in- 
ternationalist and defend human rights and the rights 
of the workers must begin. 

Although it may upset the prudent "Communist" 
Gennady Zyuganov, Russia has not "used up her sup- 
ply of revolutions." History knows no limits to this sup- 
ply; revolutions continue as long as their tasks have not 
been accomplished. In France it took four revolutions 
over 80 years to establish a democratic system. The 
ruling group may well stage-manage demonstrations 
by street-sweepers under the slogan "Fuck the Revolu- 
tion!" Such feeble ploys only indicate the febrile agita- 
tion that precedes death, the senile fear of the ineluc- 
table end. "The laws of history are more powerful than 
any bureaucratic apparatus." 

29 December 2011 

Editor's note: For a full version see http : / / www.praxis- 
center.ru / files / _editor_Return=20Rus=20Rev.pdf 




'We are all Greeks' 

On Feb. 12, open rebellion broke out in Athens. 
"Layoffs! Layoffs... You will save Greece without the 
Greeks!" protesters proclaimed against the Greek par- 
liament's approval of a new round of austerity mea- 
sures, dictated as conditions for a new 130 billion euro 
loan by the European Central Bank, the International 
Monetary Fund and especially the European Union's 
(EU) rich creditor nations like Germany. The rage that 
fueled the burning of 50 buildings at the center of Ath- 
ens and looting of shops peddling luxury goods was over 
the unending downward spiral pushing the majority 
of Greeks into ever more severe material deprivation. 
They see no end to the cycle of austerity measures, eco- 
nomic contraction, and more austerity. 

The Greek economy has been contracting, especial- 
ly since the 2008 financial meltdown, while finance cap- 
italists who caused the global economic crisis drained 
the public treasuries. Austerity measures mandated by 
a 2010 loan caused Greece to suffer a much deeper de- 
pression, leaving it with less ability to get out of debt. 
Now unemployment is over 20%, 50% among the youth, 
and public services like healthcare have been gutted. 
Without a new loan Greece will go into default in mid- 
March when a big bond interest payment is due. To get 
the loan, both major parties in the government had to 
agree to a long list of conditions including huge new 
pensions cuts, cutting an additional 150,000 jobs in the 
public sector and reducing the minimum wage by 22%. 

Far from being a ’bailout," this deal, con- 
structed by Greece’s financial masters, is another 
totally cynical ploy designed to fail. The Greek 
economy, which contracted 7% in 2011, will, by the fi- 
nanciers' own estimates, shrink at least another 4% in 
2012 and will have no capacity to meet debt repayment 
conditions. The financial overlords and creditor states 
think that by sacrificing Greece they can save them- 
selves. With this contemptible move to micromanage 
the Greek economy and to hamstring any new govern- 
ment that may come to power, the last bit of "solidarity" 
that could be attached to the word "Union" in the EU's 
name has been shredded. 

German Finance Minister Wolfgang Schauble at 
first suggested that Greece delay April elections and 
install a technocratic government. When this was met 
with outrage in the birthplace of democracy, Schauble 
insisted on structuring the loan so that most of it goes 
into an escrow account to be first used to pay bond in- 
terest because his only concern is managing the Greek 
default in the interest of the financiers. 

Within a few months a new calamity of home- 
lessness, ever more massive lines at soup kitch- 
ens, and deaths from lack of healthcare awaits 
the Greek people. The search for "real democracy" in 
the public squares in Europe in the wake of Arab Spring 
was nowhere more deep and persistent than in Syntag- 
ma Square in Athens, which has been rife with general 
strikes and mass action demanding the overthrow of 
the "dictatorship of capital." On Feb. 18 solidarity ral- 
lies were held throughout the world from Occupy Wall 
Street to Berlin, exclaiming, "We're all Greeks." In 
Syntagma Square, Manolis Glezos, a national hero for 
his role in the resistance to Nazi occupation, asked for 
global solidarity to "overturn a rotten system." 

Greece is only the weakest link in capital's stalled 
accumulation after the financial meltdown revealed a 
much lower rate of profit in the real economy. The scar- 
city in opportunities for accumulation drives nations, 
who can get away with it, to try to save themselves at 
the cost of others. Thus, Germany uses its economic 
power to keep other nations in Europe from bringing 
their trade into balance. Portugal, Spain, Ireland and 
even Italy are not far from the same austerity-induced 
death spiral inflicted upon Greece. 

New massive demonstrations have erupted 
again in Spain, where in many areas teachers and 
garbage collectors haven’t been paid since De- 
cember. Spain's EU-mandated cuts were supposed to 
address the problem of its public debt but, predictably, 
the resulting economic contraction made their level of 
public debt much worse. The Eurozone as a whole, as 
well as EU countries outside the Eurozone like Britain, 
are now in the midst of a new recession which threatens 
to bring the global economy down with it. 

While European nationalism, which precludes Eu- 
rope from acting as an economic unit, exacerbates the 
crisis, even the U.S. economy, which is growing again, 
has anemic job growth and is still in the midst of the 
most severe long-term unemployment since the Great 
Depression. Governments of other major world econo- 
mies are trying to force Europe to better use the levers 
of finance to manage the general collapse in the rate of 
capital accumulation in the real global economy. 

That collapse, as Marx predicted, is inherent to 
capitalism because of a tendency for the amount of cap- 
ital needed to employ each unit of living labor to rise. 
Global capital accumulation's absolute is a future of 
growing permanent unemployment and pauperization. 
Only freely associated human solidarity between work- 
ers, not governments drifting toward war and national- 
ism, can pave the way to a different future. "We are all 
Greeks!" —Ron Kelch 






Page 10 


NEWS & LETTERS - www.newsandletters.org 


MARCH-APRIL 2012 


Syrian revolution fights Assad's genocide 


continued from p. 1 

genocidal tactics used by Russia against the Chechens. 
Homs has been bombarded using 240mm "Tulip" mor- 
tar rounds, the largest in the world, supplied by Russia 
and previously used to level the Chechen capital, Gro- 
zny. They are being fired indiscriminately into working- 
class and poor neighborhoods like Baba Amr. 

From the midst of carnage, the internet has al- 
lowed the human cost to be put before the world. Fig- 
ures like the late Rami al-Sayyed, killed in Baba Amr, 
and Danny Abdel Dayem presented on-scene reports 
and pictures unprecedented in war and revolution. 
There are no excuses. The 
world knows. 

HUMANISM OF THE 
SYRIAN MASSES 

The Syrian people have 
fought the ideological traps 
laid by the regime. Assad 
has made every effort to stir 
up religious sectarianism 
in his own favor. But dem- 
onstrations, largely Sunni 
Muslim because that is the 
country's oppressed major- 
ity, have continued to in- 
clude groups of Christians, 

Druze and Alawites, Assad's 
own sect. As reported by 
Nir Rosen, "...I have met 
many activists from Druze, 

Christian and even Alawite 
backgrounds.... I have met 
many secular activists, who 
for example drink alcohol or 
date the opposite sex. There 

are female activists who dress in western fashions. But 
undeniably, Islam is playing a role in the revolution.... 
But very few in the opposition are struggling for an Is- 
lamic state. Islam is not the goal. But it does provide a 
creed or inspiration and it colors the discourse for many 
protesters and fighters" (At Jazeera, Feb. 16). 

This contradicts the blanket portrayal by Assad, by 
some in the Western media, and by some on the Left 
that the Revolution is dominated by religious funda- 
mentalists, and even al-Qaeda. 

As in all of Arab Spring, women have been activists. 
Even in conservative areas, there have been women's 
demonstrations. "Nour," an activist in al-Maadamiya, 
near Damascus, described some of the things women 
have been involved in: "Some prepare demonstration 
signs. Others take charge of the communication among 
group members. We are strongly involved in our move- 
ment's exposure and communication tools, like Face- 
book. And we provide special medical care to demon- 
strators who get injured during the protests" (Adel 
Mansur, "Syrian women recruit resisters in flashpoint 
town," WeNews, Jan. 31). Women have provided much of 
the movement's logistics, and compared to some other 
branches of the Arab Spring, have been better repre- 
sented in the movement. 

Young women, especially, have been active outside 
Syria in building concrete support — from organizing 
flash mobs to collecting medicines and iPhones for the 
resistance. 

As has been pointed out in Egypt and elsewhere, 
the Arab Spring can't be allowed to fall into the pattern 
of 1979 Iran, with counter-revolution emerging from 
inside the revolution specifically attacking women as 
its opening move against the entire revolution. In that 
regard, Iran's reactionary theocratic regime has much 
to lose from a successful Syrian Revolution. Millions 
of Iranian women and men await their chance to over- 
throw their own oppressors. 

NO ATTACKS ON IRAN! 

Nothing could serve the Iranian rulers better than 
threatened attacks by Israel or the U.S. This would 



In commemoration of the Hama Massacre in 1982, a flash mob was held 
Feb. 11 on Michigan Ave. in Chicago to help spread awareness and raise 
solidarity for Syria. Signs included "Stop genocide in Syria!" and "In Syria, 
detention is worse than death," as well as "Dear Syria, Egypt is with you!" 


Philosophy and Revolution: 
From Hegel to Sartre, and from 
Marx to Mao 

" For everyone who is 
seriously interested 
in the forces which 
form and deform 
the present and 
the future, this 
book is to be 
most warmly 
recommended . " 

— Erich Fromm 

See literature listing, page 7. 



only serve to unify the people behind the regime, and 
prolong its life. Israel's threats, in particular, are being 
driven by the panic its rulers feel toward the prospect 
of a free Syria which would genuinely support the Pal- 
estinians. Nothing terrifies Israel's reactionary rulers 
more than the Arab revolution. 

The Iranian people challenged their own rulers in 
the mass protests following Ahmadinejad's stolen elec- 
tion in 2009. They have done so continually. The Ira- 
nian people's freedom is not an industrial by-product 
of the nuclear industry, no matter what the Iranian 
rulers or U.S. and Israeli right-wing militarists would 

have the world believe. 
The Iranian masses are 
closely watching Syria. 

Like al-Assad, 
Iran's ruling hypocrites 
have sometimes masked 
themselves as support- 
ers of Palestinian free- 
dom. That masquerade 
is over. 

Palestinian youth 
have introduced the 
ideas and tactics of the 
Arab Spring into their 
own struggle. The im- 
pact has already been 
felt. Khader Adnan's 
66-day hunger strike 
against Israel's inhuman 
policy of "administra- 
tive detention," a Brit- 
ish colonial inheritance, 
received national sup- 
port. At the same time, 
Adnan, a spokesman for Islamic Jihad, announced his 
support for nonviolent resistance. 

Threats by Israel or the U.S. to attack Iran are de- 
signed to kill off these manifestations of freedom and 
self-development. They are designed to keep events at 
the level of state power and military threat. 
REVOLUTIONARY RESPONSIBILITIES 

Revolutionaries need to maintain a focus on wom- 
en's liberation. Far from being a diversion from revolu- 
tion, women's struggles reveal how deep and permanent 
it must become if all are to experience liberation. That 
is why the question, "What happens after revolution?" 
must be addressed now, even in the midst of battle. 

The Syrian Revolution calls for grasping sec- 
ond negativity — that is, not just what the struggle is 
against, but what it is for. Anything less risks falling 
into an "enemy of my enemy is my friend" mentality, 
all too characteristic of that part of the Left which sees 
Assad, delusively, as an "anti-imperialist." Journalist 
Khalil Issa put it this way in Jadaliyya, Feb. 24: 

"They are oblivious to the fact that fighting fascist 
oppression was and continues to be an inseparable part 
of what it means to be a leftist.... However, it appears 
that each and every one of these currents prefers the 
continuity of Iranian and Syrian authoritarianism for 
the sake of endlessly reproducing both themselves and 
their discourses." 

These Leftists ignore the real difficulty this revolu- 
tion presents for a capitalist world order in deep eco- 
nomic and social crisis. In truth, Syria isn't just the 
place Arab Spring was always heading, toward life- 
and-death confrontation with the world's rulers. But it 
is where the world itself — history itself — is heading as 
long as the capitalist system prevails. 

CUTTING EDGE OF WORLD REVOLUTION 

The Syrian people are fighting for their own free- 
dom. They are also fighting for the Palestinian people, 
who have every interest in a democratic Syria. They are 
fighting for the people of Iran, who have risen up time 
and time again to reclaim their own stolen revolution. 
They are fighting for the hundreds of thousands of Rus- 
sians who have come out to protest Vladimir Putin's 
authoritarian regime, and they are fighting for the mil- 
lions of Chinese workers who are exploited and denied 
representation. 

The Syrian people are fighting for us, here in the 
U.S., beside Occupy Wall Street and the Pelican Bay 
prison hunger strikers. An "anti-imperialism" that 
stops at the call for "Hands off Syria!" undercuts soli- 
darity with the Syrian revolution. 

History has assigned to our generation the task of 
not stopping at any such first negation. Second nega- 
tion, the creation of the new, begins with working out 
the new ideas that have been coming to birth in the 
revolutionary year opened by the Arab Spring. 

This is a potential turning point that could move 
history forward in a way fitting the heroism shown by 
the masses in motion. It recalls what Raya Dunayevs- 
kaya, the founder of Marxist-Humanism, wrote about 
the freedom struggles of the 1960s: 

"It was as if Hegel's Absolute Method as a simul- 
taneously subjective-objective mediation had taken on 
flesh. Both in life and in cognition, 'Subjectivity' — live 
men and women — tried shaping history via a totally 


new relationship of practice to theory. It was as if the 
'Absolute Universal,' instead of being a beyond, an ab- 
straction, was concrete and everywhere" ( Philosophy 
and Revolution, p. 42). 

The goal is the revolution in permanence, in which 
the free development of each of us is the condition for 
the free development of all. Supporting the Syrian Rev- 
olution is a vital part of the world revolution. History 
doesn't often afford such opportunities, or responsibili- 
ties. 


Iranian critiques 
'anti-imperialist' Left 

London — Since 2009, the first wave of revolutions 
in the Middle East was started by the marching of 
millions in Iran. For many years, the Middle East has 
been run by the capitalist dictatorial regimes in which 
the working class is exploited to the maximum. People 
live in misery while the less than 1% swim in gold and 
money. 

In 2009 we reached that stage in Iran. As a result, 
not only did the deprived in Iran rise up but the up- 
rising caused a crack in the whole Middle East ruling 
class. Since 2009, the ruling class has not been able 
to rule as usual. That created an opportunity for the 
working class in the whole region. Once the revolution 
in Iran was cracked down on, revolt came in Tunisia 
and spread all over the Middle East and then back 
again to Iran. 

IRANIANS FIGHT OWN REGIME 

The revolution in Iran was repressed but never defeat- 
ed. The mainstream media tried to portray the revolu- 
tion as defeated with only minor troublemakers left on 
the streets. As we have witnessed elsewhere in the Mid- 
dle East, the capitalist system sacrificed a few top fig- 
ures in Tunisia, Egypt and Libya but encouraged a co- 
alition of Islamic and military forces (including NATO) 
to substitute for them in order to defeat the revolutions. 
However, the Middle East is still boiling. 

From Iran to Libya, from Egypt to Tunisia, from 
Syria to Bahrain and Yemen, people are organizing 
and preparing for the second and third phases of the 
revolution. Ultimately, either the ruling class will mas- 
sacre the revolutionaries and re-establish their bloody 
system or the people will succeed. There is no middle 
ground. 

'ANTI-IMPERIALIST' VIEW OF MIDDLE EAST 

According to the nationalist Left, the so-called 
anti-imperialist groups in North America, the United 
Kingdom, and elsewhere, there are two types of coun- 
tries and dictators in the Middle East and two types of 
revolutions. 

’Good Dictator’ and CIA Revolution 

The Good Dictators are the ones who murder, tor- 
ture and kill people, exploit the working class, cut their 
livelihoods and implement all the IMF recommenda- 
tions. But from time to time they bark at the U.S. and 
other Western countries. These Leftists think the revo- 
lutions in these countries are all CIA-made. The CIA is 
able to organize and bring millions of people into the 
streets (do not ask me how, ask them). From revolution 
in Iran to those of Libya and Syria, all are CIA-orga- 
nized! What genius thinking! 

’Bad Dictator' and Conditional Revolution 

The Bad Dictators are similar to the first group in 
their killing, torturing and exploiting the population, 
but they have close relationships with the U.S. and 
other Western countries. Conditional revolutions, such 
as the ones in Tunisia, Egypt, Bahrain and Yemen, are 
considered good by these Leftists. The "reasoning" for 
the revolution, according to these "anti-imperialists," 
just so happens to be an echo of the Mafioso govern- 
ment in Russia, the Islamic regime in Iran, and China: 
"Just get rid of the Bad dictator, the puppet of the U.S., 
and go home. Let our anti-U.S. Islamic friends take 
care of the rest." — Abbas Goya 

Editor s note: The author created a "Marxists expose 
the Leftists who support the Islamic regime of Iran! 
Syria " page at https: / / www.facebook. com / pages / 
Marxists-expose-the-Leftists-who-support-the-Islamic- 
regime-of-IranSyria / 253014821448008 to discuss this 
analysis. 


NEWS & LETTERS 

VOL. 57/N0. 2 March-April 2012 


News & Letters (ISSN 0028-8969) is published bi-monthly. Subscriptions are $5 a 
year (bulk order of 5 or more, 25c each) from News & Letters, 228 South Wabash, 
#230, Chicago, IL 60604. Telephone 312-431-8242. Fax 312-431-8252. Periodical 
postage paid at Chicago, Illinois. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to News 
& Letters, 228 South Wabash, #230, Chicago, IL 60604. Articles may be reprinted 
verbatim if credited to "News & Letters." 

Raya Dunayevskaya 

Chairwoman, National Editorial Board (1955-1987) 

Charles Denby, Editor (1955-1983) 

Olga Domanski, Franklin Dmitryev, Co-National Organizers, News and Letters Com- 
mittees. Terry Moon, Managing Editor. Felix Martin, Labor Editor (1983-1999), John 
Alan, National Editorial Board Member Emeritus (2008-2011). 

PRESS 

News & Letters is printed in a union shop. @ 5 7 

News & Letters is indexed by Alternative Press Index. 



MARCH-APRIL 2012 


NEWS & LETTERS - www.newsandletters.org 


Page 11 


Parents, students 
protest schools hit list 

Chicago — Several hundred people rallied against 
Chicago's school "turnarounds" on Feb. 20 and marched 
to Mayor Rahm Emanuel's house. Many marchers wore 
stickers over their mouths that read "Silenced" or "Ex- 
cluded," symbolizing how the mayor and his school 
board have run roughshod over schools without listen- 
ing to parents, students, teachers or other school em- 
ployees. 

The board, obeying the mayor's corporate agen- 
da, periodically picks several schools to close or "turn 
around," that is, privatize. The politically connected, 
union-busting Academy for Urban School Leadership 
(AUSL) has taken over 25 schools already. 

This was part of a series of protests. One was at 
the Winnetka home of Timothy Cawley, chief admin- 
istrative officer for the Chicago Public Schools (CPS). 
Another was a four-day sit-in outside Emanuel's office. 
Earlier, an Occupy-style mic-check took over a school 
board meeting for 20 minutes. 

And on Feb. 17-18, parents and students occupied 
Piccolo School, slated for turnaround. After Occupy 
Chicago and others answered their call for support, 
nearly 100 people had gathered to defend the occupa- 
tion from the police, who backed off. 

"Piccolo has failed because CPS has refused to in- 
vest in public education," occupiers said in a statement. 
"The school has struggled for years but you have taken 
out all the programs, classes and opportunities to learn." 

To no one's surprise, on Feb. 22 the board rubber- 
stamped this year's plan, closing seven more schools 
and "turning around" ten — all on the Black and Latino 
South and West Sides and Humboldt Park. 

Quite a few marchers were from Occupy Chica- 
go, Teachers for Social Justice, Communities United 
Against Foreclosures and Evictions, and other groups. 
Following is some of what we heard from a variety of 
speakers. — Franklin Dmitryev 

This is a civil rights issue. They are segregating 
our schools for their own personal use. We want a real 
investment in our neighborhood schools. We are taught 
that we live in a democracy where we have equal rights 
and living conditions, but it's not true. We have been 
silenced, excluded and pushed around. 

— Diamond McCullough, sophomore at Dyett High 

We don't have money for books, resources, pro- 
grams, and computers. But we have $2 million to turn 
over your school to a private company and throw away 
the teachers and principals. 

— Latina community activist 

Only 18% of the schools that have replaced closed 
schools are high-performing. Of that 18%, 50% are se- 
lective-enrollment schools. It's the new form of segrega- 
tion. Black and Brown children are blocked from having 
a quality education. 

— Jitu Brown of the Kenwood-Oakland Community 

Organization 

Who are the biggest gangbangers in Chicago? Rahm 
Emanuel and [CPS Superintendent] Jean-Claude Briz- 
ard. Just like drug dealers, they don't care how they 
get their money. Where are Rahm's kids? In a private 
school. This isn't a race issue. This is about money. Your 
kids are just meat to Emanuel and Brizard. 

— Brian Jackson, parent of a Tilden Academy High student 

It's no education plan. It's a business plan. It's a 
1% plan. We need decent working conditions for teach- 
ers, decent learning conditions for students, equitable 
resources, support and funding for all schools. We need 
an immediate moratorium on all proposed school ac- 
tions. — Rico Gutstein of Teachers for Social Justice 


Occupy Wall Street, Oakland, Chicago 


Oakland, Calif. — In the past I have been involved in 
a lot of struggles: workers' and immigrants rights, ani- 
mal rights, etc. They were all single issues, isolated by 
their demands. The Occupy Movement brings them all 
together and addresses the cause of the problems, the 
whole system. 

What was most important during the encamp- 
ment of Occupy Oakland 
was getting together to 
figure out how to do it. 

How will we deal with 
garbage, provide health- 
care, etc.? The solution 
has to start with people 
getting together and 
making their own deci- 
sions. 

People have to 
start thinking for 
themselves and take 
back their own power. 

If a revolution is to 
succeed it will have 
to succeed before the 
revolution, during 
and after. 

Too often, when a 
system is replaced by 
another system, the new 
system becomes equally 
oppressive. I don't see 
how a system can work 
on a big — national or in- 
ternational — scale. 

A part of the revo- 
lution has to be how to 
do things for ourselves 
without a global econ- 
omy that spits out mass-produced things. Most of the 
things we use we don't really need. Everything seems 
to be disposable, including workers. We are destroying 
the planet. We have to have a change or we won't last 
much longer. And where are the human beings? Hu- 
man beings are just parts of the machine to produce 
stuff we don't need. Being a part of Occupy is different 
from having a job, though it's more than full time. It is 
doing things for your community. 

The encampment brought together various folks, 
some of whom were not used to living in such a huge 
group so close together. Some were not used to sleeping 
in tents, some had been sleeping in the plaza before 
the encampment started. We had to figure out how to 
live together, how to resolve bad experiences, how to im- 
prove good ones, how we have each other's backs. How 
do we deal with people with mental health issues, or 
disabilities (an area that still needs to be improved)? 

But the idea was not to keep the encampment for 
its own sake. It was a spot for organizing. The capitalist 
system makes you wrapped up in ahistorical individu- 
ality. It's all about "me," my profits, etc. We have to re- 
learn to live together. 

We proved that we can get people out for a day of 
action. It is fun, especially when the weather is nice. 
But we are not going to change the world by having an 
action here and there. Actions are important to get peo- 
ple together, to get people thinking and listening and 
talking to each other. But at the same time, the work 
that needs to be done is right here, right now, starting 
locally from the real basics. We're done trying to change 
laws. It's fruitless. 

Republic Windows and Doors in Chicago was the 



Chicago— About 100 people came out for the Feb. 28 rally to STOP the Sup- 
pression of the Occupy Movement! Protests were held nationwide, includ- 
ing in New York, where hundreds marched and ten were arrested for reoc- 
cupying Liberty Plaza. Occupy Chicago has been supporting occupations at 
City Hall over mental health center closings, at Piccolo School, and by work- 
ers at the Serious Energy factory, formerly Republic Windows and Doors. 0C 
has held actions against the mayor's "Sit down and shut up" ordinance and 
protested on the nationwide Day in Support of Prisoners. Occupy's "Chi- 
cago Spring," starting in April, will lead up to the NAT0/G8 protest in May. 


Romanians take to the squares 


Bucharest, Romania — Romania and many European 
countries are living in times of an unprecedented crisis. 
Politics of economic austerity combined with populist 
and nationalistic rhetoric occurring in a constant realm 
of corruption have increased the growing distance be- 
tween citizens and authorities throughout the conti- 
nent. Street protests in various countries showed the 
level of popular disenchantment with a political system 
made to reduce the citizens to simple tools used only for 
electoral purposes. Police brutality and repression have 
been the answers to street protests in Valencia, Athens, 
Bucharest, Moscow, and beyond. 

In Eastern Europe, the 1989 revolutions failed in 
actively engaging citizens in politics and led to a sense 
of exclusion and lack of representation for the masses. 
Small elites gathered the political and economic mo- 
nopoly, and gradually excluded citizens from policy 
making. 

In Romania, ever since Jan. 13, citizens of various 
socio-economic backgrounds are gathering daily, and 
demonstrating in streets and squares. Their voices, 
shouted and sung in incredibly cold temperatures going 
as low as -4°F, displayed a high disenchantment with 
an entire political class that has ignored their interests 
and demands for over 22 years. The economic crisis has 
divided even further the society and the political class, 


making the citizens feel unrepresented. They are now 
demanding their voice be heard. 

Under these circumstances, the protests in the 
University Square (Piata Universitatii) are a proof of 
normality. The protests belong to the citizens who feel 
ignored and unrepresented. The peaceful demonstra- 
tions symbolize the freedom and solidarity between the 
citizens of Romania. As ordinary citizens, we have been 
building a peaceful mood among the crowds at Univer- 
sity Square, and a determined solidarity towards demo- 
cratic values. 

We were happy to see increasingly more people, 
considering that Romania's problems are profound, and 
go beyond simply sanctioning the current government 
which should be removed. Such problems involve an en- 
tire political class who have distanced themselves from 
the citizens through top-down politics, elitism, corrup- 
tion, and a general lack of transparency. 

We in the square do not want only the removal of 
the temporary power-holders, but we actively desire an 
important change in the rules of the political and social 
game. Corruption, nepotism, and clientelism must be 
completely eliminated in order to regain the rights ac- 
quired in 1989 and to actively engage the society in the 
political life of the country. 

—Teddy Florea 


first successful occupation I had seen. It took five days 
to show that an action like that occupation is possible 
and successful. It got media attention from all over the 
world. 

I was camping out in the lobby the whole time mak- 
ing a documentary. Everyone was really excited to take 
over the plant and run it themselves. It transformed a 

lot of workers. For exam- 
ple, those who had kids 
and both parents worked, 
had to plan and share the 
childcare. We also got a 
lot of support from other 
workers. 

After the occupa- 
tion was the best time 
ever at the Worker 
Rights Center. When- 
ever other workers 
brought their griev- 
ances to us, it was 
enough to just threat- 
en the managers with 
an occupation, and 
they wanted to talk. It 
showed we can get our 
rights back, but not 
through the legal sys- 
tem. 

It showed that oc- 
cupation can be success- 
ful, that you can achieve 
specific goals. Occupy 
Oakland is different, be- 
cause we don't have spe- 
cific goals. Our goal is 
to transform the whole 

society. It's the first step 

to a more conscious society, to get people to work to- 
gether instead of relying on the powers to tell us how to 
live. 

— Anka 

New York City — The Jan. 28 Occupy Wall Street 
(OWS) Environmental Solidarity Working Group meet- 
ing, with 100-plus participants, was just one of many 
gatherings all over the city, reporting each evening to 
OWS General Assemblies in or near Liberty Plaza. 

Several dozen spokespeople for environmental 
action organizations gave five-minute presentations, 
always taking questions. The young facilitator kept 
emphasizing the importance of coordination and dis- 
cussion. The idea was to hear from all who wanted to 
present and then have time for individual dialogues 
and smaller break-out sessions. 

Some of the groups who spoke included: 

* Occupy the Earth (occupytheearth.net) — said they 
go beyond Occupy Rio in not relying on the UN 
but want to create a global platform to consoli- 
date world ideas: (1) open source system, (2) global 
knowledge base, (3) global resource management. 

* Shut Down Indian Point Now! 

* Occupy Farms, working with others, including 
Food Justice. 

* Times Up, a 22-year-old environmental direct ac- 
tion group that did a lot of work during the en- 
campment, including composting food wastes and 
pedaling the energy bikes (www.times-up.org and 
timesupvolunteer@gmail.com). 

* Ted Shultz of Tech Ops talked both of reinventing 
how enterprises of all types work out a horizontal 
model of relations, and of technology that can fa- 
cilitate organizing collectively. See www. occupy, 
net/collaborate, software called www.Bettermeans. 
org and www.bettermeans.com. 

* Todos Somos Japon — planning an activity for 
March 11, at Union Square. 

* March 23 Occupy the Business of Pollution, the Pol- 
itics of Energy, to be followed March 24 by a Global 
Mass Rally for a Livable Planet, with actions con- 
tinuing through Earth Day, April 22 (99forearth@ 
gmail.com). 

* An anti-fracking group is working with United for 
Action (www.350.org ), Food and Water Watch and 
opposing the Spectra Pipeline into lower Manhat- 
tan (see also Sane Energy Project). There will be 
call-in days and mass visits to Obama campaign 
offices to oppose fracking. 

OWS Occupy Education has energized and co- 
alesced Black and Latino organizing to save and hu- 
manize public education in New York City. As else- 
where, public education is fighting against corporate 
interests for which charter school operations are cash 
cows. 

We need to understand the organizing in this new 
movement. There are genuine widespread attempts to 
practice new human relations. We want to help all this 
new thought and activity realize its potential towards a 
new, human society. 

— Susan Van Gelder and Tom Siracuse 
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Bosnian genocide 20 years after 


WORLD* VIEW 


by Gerry Emmett 

April 2012 marks 20 years since the start of the 
genocide in the former Yugoslavia, 1992-1995. This 
was a deliberate, state-sponsored attempt by Serbian 
President Slobodan Milosevic (and 
to a lesser extent Croatian Presi- 
dent Franjo Tudjman) to destroy the 
multi-ethnic Bosnian society in which 
Muslims, Serbs, and Croats had co- 
existed peacefully. It is sobering to 
see how these events continue to af- 
fect us today. 

Over 200,000 were killed in Bos- 
nia, including 12,000 children, and up 
to 2.2 million people displaced from 
their homes. These crimes were aided 
by a one-sided, UN Security Council- 
imposed arms embargo that kept 
Bosnians from defending themselves. 

Many saw this barbarism as flowing 
from age-old hatreds released by the 
overthrow of Communist regimes. 

To the contrary, as News & Letters 
held: "Nothing more exposes the lie of 
this fabrication than the fact that the 
very first shots fired in Sarajevo on 
April 6, 1992, were those fired against 
a mass demonstration of Serb, Croat 
and Muslim Slavs standing together against Milosevic's 
designs. No less than 200,000 marched together that 
month shouting, 'We want to live together!' Nor was it 
only in Sarajevo that mass opposition to the war erupt- 
ed. In June there were huge demonstrations — nearly 
half a million — against Milosevic in Belgrade itself. 

"The destruction of the multinational heritage for 
which Bosnia was renowned was accomplished only by 
the conscious and deliberate campaign we have wit- 
nessed over the whole past year: the merciless shell- 
ing of every town and village Serbian missiles could 
reach; the starvation of thousands in besieged towns 
while food and medical supplies wait in trucks a few 
miles away; millions making forced marches to towns 
that might offer refuge, shelled as they walked and dy- 
ing of exposure on the way; prisoner camps that match 
the Nazis'; and the unprecedented mass rapes of tens of 
thousands of women as a war policy.... 

"What Yugoslavia proves today is that World War 
II did not defeat fascism — nor indeed is that why that 
imperialist war was waged. 'Free market capitalism' 
and state-capitalism alike have always managed to co- 
exist with the new forms of barbarism that they dis- 
gorge. The only alternative is the total uprooting of this 
degenerate barbaric society and its reconstruction on 
new human foundations" (Olga Domanski, "Clinton ca- 
pitulates to 'ethnic cleansing,"' May 1993). 

The Bosnians' struggle to preserve their multi-eth- 
nic heritage was heroic. Actions were inseparable from 
their meaning in a deep philosophic sense. 

In 1995, the U.S. -brokered Dayton Accords created 
a partition of Bosnian territory that rewarded Serb 
separatists for their campaign of "ethnic cleansing," in- 
stituting a kind of apartheid. The international courts 
have since proven indecisive. Outside of Srebrenica — 
the largest post-World War II massacre in Europe, in 
which 8,000 Muslim men and boys were slaughtered — 
the question of genocide has been left vague. This fail- 
ure to grasp the meaning of Bosnia has had the most 
viciously reactionary consequences imaginable. 

It has, over time, given birth to the dismal "clash 


of civilizations" thesis of Samuel Huntington. This was 
echoed — often by direct reference — in A1 Qaeda's rheto- 
ric about "Crusaders," a mirror image of Milosevic's ap- 
peals to medieval battles over Kosova. These continue 
to inspire anti-Muslim ideologues like mass murderer 
Anders Breivik, who desires genocide on a continental 
scale. His role models are supporters 
and apologists for the Bosnian geno- 
cide. 

New atavistic urges were re- 
leased into U.S. politics, from the 
rise of Milosevic-supporter Patrick 
Buchanan, through the racist mi- 
litia movement that bred Timo- 
thy McVeigh to today's "birthers," 
"truthers" and racist Neo-Confed- 
erates — people who illustrate Dr. 
King's prophetic words that "the ul- 
timate logic of racism is genocide." 
Those Leftists who failed to under- 
stand the implications of Bosnia, 
imagining Serbia to represent an 
"anti-imperialist" force, also dipped 
their heads into this underworld of 
history and many have yet to come 
up for air. Today they are supporting 
al-Assad in Syria. 

On a global scale, the destruc- 
tion of Bosnia represented the 
crushing of hope for new revolution- 
ary openings in a post-Cold War world. It made clear 
the rulers wouldn't allow the collapse of Russian Com- 
munism to result in new human relations, but rather 
continued capitalist exploitation. When Marxist-Hu- 
manists declared that Bosnia was the test of world 
politics, we couldn't know all the implications. But in 
20 years' retrospect, our collection Bosnia-Herzegovina : 

Honduran prison Are 

The Comayagua national prison fire may have 
started accidentally, but the horrific result — at least 
360 deaths — was anything but accidental. With the fire 
raging, prisoners remained locked up for half an hour. 
The Comayagua fire chief said that prison officials ini- 
tially stopped firefighters from entering, citing security 
protocol. 

The prison was grossly overcrowded. Indeed, the 
entire criminal justice system in Honduras is out of 
control. With narco-traffic and gangs at unprecedented 
levels, the response of the government has been a mili- 
tarization of the police, with the army often taking the 
lead. Hundreds of youth have been killed by security 
forces, and thousands have been locked up on suspicion 
of gang activity. 

Many of those in prison have been waiting months 
and months to be tried. More than 50% of the Comay- 
agua prisoners were never convicted, only imprisoned. 
And now hundreds have died. Thousands of relatives 
have lost loved ones, families are devastated. Their suf- 
fering will continue long into the future. 

These events cannot be separated from the 2009 
right-wing coup which deposed the democratically 
elected president Manuel Zelaya and resulted in the 
current de facto regime of President Porfirio Lobo. A 
deepening militarization of Honduran society has been 
taking place under the cover of fighting crime. Social 
protest, and not alone gang-related activity, has been 
criminalized, including numerous assassinations of so- 
cial activists involved in peaceful resistance. 

— Eugene Walker 


Achilles Heel of Western 'Civilization (News & Letters, 
1996) stands as a lasting contribution to understanding 
today's world. 

Racism in Arizona 

Arizona's effort to ban ethnic studies continues 
with attacks on Tucson's Mexican American studies 
program. The Right proposes to ban works ranging 
from Shakespeare's The Tempest to Sandra Cisneros' 
Woman Hollering Creek. Some of the books banned 
from ethnic studies courses will be allowed for use in 
other, college track courses. As educator Jorge Mariscal 
asked, "Could it be that the attack is less about ethnic 
studies and more about denying the right to education 
to the coming Latino majority and the Black commu- 
nity that is considered equally disposable?" 

At the same time, falsified history runs wild on 
the Outdoor Channel's "Border Battles" program. It 
presented a whitewashed image of American Border 
Patrol's Glenn Spencer "risking his life" to "stand senti- 
nel" at the border. In reality he is a racist, anti-Semite, 
and associate of Shawna Forde, who was convicted of 
multiple racist murders. Thus the Right attempts to 
recreate the world in its image. No wonder they want to 
deny education to our youth. 

Two Sudans in crisis 

Since South Sudan gained its independence in July 
2011, multiple conflicts erupted between the two Su- 
dans and within each country. Enormous human suffer- 
ing resulted, with hundreds if not thousands of deaths, 
rapes, forced displacement and increasing hunger. 

A central thread of the conflict is the struggle over 
oil. South Sudan has most of the oilfields, while Sudan 
has the oil pipeline to reach the outside world. Billions 
of dollars are at stake, with Sudan seeking high rev- 
enues to transport the oil, which South Sudan refuses 
to pay. South Sudan has stopped pumping oil. Both 
countries depend on oil revenue. But the conflict over 
oil should not obscure the fact that the crucial struggle 
has been the right of self-determination of the Suda- 
nese people, South and North. 

The peoples of what is now South Sudan waged a 
decades-long struggle for the right to determine their 
future. They now have a country of their own, which re- 
mains under the threat of attack from Sudan. Recently, 
aircraft from Sudan bombed a South Sudan camp of 
displaced civilians. 

Within South Sudan itself, there have been clashes 
of rival ethnic groups. Thousands have been killed in 
disputes over cattle. These are disputes of long stand- 
ing, which had been somewhat diminished during the 
struggle for independence. 

The most egregious events are within Sudan. The 
military under Sudan's President Omar al-Bashir 
wages wars upon its own people. There are simulta- 
neous rebellions in Darfur, in the Nuba Mountains 
of South Kordofan, and in Blue Nile State against al- 
Bashir's genocidal rule. Thousands of civilians have 
been murdered, more thousands forced to flee their 
homes; rape has become a common weapon of war. 

There is an ethnic dimension to these horrors, 
with al-Bashir seeking to make an Arab-Black di- 
vide the determinant. Any who oppose his dictatorial 
rule and seek self-determination are met with repres- 
sion. Recently, hundreds of students at the University 
of Khartoum who had protested against unemployment 
and rising prices were beaten and arrested in pre-dawn 
police raids. — E.W. 
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NEWS AND LETTERS COMMITTEES 

Who We Are And What We Stand For 


News and Letters Committees is an 
organization of Marxist-Humanists that 
since its birth has stood for the abolition 
of capitalism, both in its private property 
form as in the U.S., and its state prop- 
erty form, as it has historically appeared 
in state-capitalist regimes calling them- 
selves Communist as in Russia and Chi- 
na. We stand for the development of new 
human relations, what Marx first called 
a new Humanism. 

News & Letters was founded in 1955, 
the year of the Detroit wildcat strikes 
against Automation and the Montgomery 
Bus Boycott against segregation — activi- 
ties which signaled a new movement from 
practice that was itself a form of theory. 
News & Letters was created so that the 
voices of revolt from below could be heard 
unseparated from the articulation of a 
philosophy of liberation. 

Raya Dunayevskaya (1910-1987), 
founder of the body of ideas of Marxist- 
Humanism, became Chairwoman of the 


National Editorial Board and National 
Chairwoman of the Committees from its 
founding to 1987. Charles Denby (1907- 
83), a Black production worker, author 
of Indignant Heart: A Black Worker's 
Journal, became editor of the paper from 
1955 to 1983. Dunayevskaya' s works, 
Marxism and Freedom, from 1776 until 
Today (1958), Philosophy and Revolu- 
tion: From Hegel to Sartre and from 
Marx to Mao (1973), and Rosa Luxem- 
burg, Women's Liberation, and Marx's 
Philosophy of Revolution (1982) spell out 
the philosophic ground of Marx's Hu- 
manism internationally, as American 
Civilization on Trial concretizes it on the 
American scene and shows the two-way 
road between the U.S. and Africa. 

This body of ideas challenges all 
those desiring freedom to transcend the 
limitations of post-Marx Marxism, be- 
ginning with Engels. In light of the crises 
of our nuclearly armed world, it becomes 
imperative not only to reject what is, but 


to reveal and further develop the revolu- 
tionary Humanist future inherent in the 
present. The new visions of the future 
which Dunayevskaya left us in her work 
from the 1940s to the 1980s are rooted in 
her discovery of Marx's Marxism in its 
original form as a new Humanism and 
in her re-creation of that philosophy for 
our age as Marxist-Humanism. This is 
recorded in the documents on microfilm 
and open to all under the title The Raya 
Dunayevskaya Collection — Marxist-Hu- 
manism: A Half-Century of Its World De- 
velopment. 

Dunayevskaya' s philosophic com- 
prehension of her creation and develop- 
ment of Marxist-Humanism, especially 
as expressed in her 1980s writings, pres- 
ents the vantage point for re-creating 
her ideas anew. Seeking to grasp that 
vantage point for ourselves and make 
it available to all who struggle for free- 
dom, we have published Dunayevskaya' s 
original 1953 philosophic breakthrough 


and her final 1987 Presentation on the 
Dialectics of Organization and Philoso- 
phy in The Philosophic Moment of Marx- 
ist-Humanism (1989), and donated new 
supplementary volumes to the Raya Du- 
nayevskaya Collection. News and Letters 
Committees aims at developing and con- 
cretizing this body of ideas for our time. 

In opposing this capitalistic, racist, 
sexist, heterosexist, class-ridden society, 
we have organized ourselves into a com- 
mittee form of organization rather than 
any elitist party "to lead." We partici- 
pate in all class and freedom struggles, 
nationally and internationally. As our 
Constitution states: "It is our aim... to 
promote the firmest unity among work- 
ers, Blacks and other minorities, women, 
youth and those intellectuals who have 
broken with the ruling bureaucracy of 
both capital and labor." We do not sepa- 
rate mass activities from the activity of 
thinking. Send for a copy of the Constitu- 
tion of News and Letters Committees. 





WORKSHOPTALKS 


Spy on workers, but 
overtook patients 

by Htun Lin 

If time is money, hi-tech forces us to count time 
down to the millisecond. The stock exchange on Wall 
Street is now controlled by super-fast computers mak- 
ing automated billion-dollar trades in a split second by 
counting differences of fractions of a penny in the price 
per share. Were constantly counting so much that our 
world has lost sight of what really counts. 

At the HMO where I work, our company has invest- 
ed billions of dollars in a super computer system which 
is able to count everything, from how many pieces of 
gauze are used on a patient to how much nurse-time 
each patient expends. Everything is tracked for cost 
control, up to the minute and down to the penny. An ob- 
session with quantitative measures predominates, but 
because of state regulations the company pretends to 
monitor "quality" of healthcare. 

Originally, it was consumers and labor 
unions like the California Nurses Association 
and service workers' unions who successfully 
lobbied our state legislature to enact quality care 
monitoring. But management always found ways 
to turn those watershed laws on their head. 

Take, for example, the state mandate for a mini- 
mum nurse-patient ratio. When that became law, man- 
agement started to reduce support staff around nurses. 
They successfully trimmed the workforce in housekeep- 
ing, unit assistants, nurses aides, LVNs, and transpor- 
tation aides. Frontline RNs now have to fill in those 
gaps. They have suffered an increase in back and other 
injuries from this extra workload. 

continued on p. 3 
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Sham response to 
prison hunger strike 

by Faruq 

Pelican Bay, Calif., April 2, 2012— After we read the 
California Department of Corrections and Rehabilita- 
tion (CDCR) "Prevention, Identification and Manage- 
ment Strategy," we had a tier discussion of it. To a 
man, we believe that document is nothing more than 
a public relations stunt by CDCR to regain public sup- 
port. 

This is clear, particularly as it did not meet the 
five core demands set forth by the Pelican Bay Hunger 
Strikers. It leaves in place the very practices that gen- 
erated the hunger strike. 

In the preface CDCR claims the public safety re- 
alignment is their opportunity to modify aspects of its 
gang management policies consistent with successful 
models used in other correctional agencies. We have 
learned via our experiences that CDCR's rhetoric is 
not its practice. 

The preface also states CDCR's current policy for 
identifying prison-based gang members and associates 
and isolating them from the general population will be 
replaced with a more effective model that identifies, 
targets and manages "security threat groups" (STG). 
It utilizes a behavior-based step-down program (SDP). 

The catch is, "This program will afford the offend- 
er the opportunity to work their way from a restricted 

continued on p. 5 
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Counter-revolution's rise shows 
need for a total philosophy 



Revolution, having forced its way to cen- 
ter stage over the last year and a half, can- 
not easily be bottled up. 1 That explains the 
viciousness of the counter-revolution, whether 
the violent police attacks on occupations from 
New York to Oakland or the Syrian state's tor- 
ture and heavy weapons aimed at civilians. It 
is seen as well in the rulers' bringing to bear 
two of their most powerful anti-revolutionary 
tools: fascism and war. 

The circumstances of Trayvon Martin's 
murder spotlighted not only the perniciousness of 
racism rotting the heart of American civilization, but 
the malignancy of private forces wearing the shield of 
vigilantism. It is no accident that this outrage elicited 
comparisons to Emmett Till as well as numerous hood- 
ie-themed protests and school walkouts. 

With Staff Sgt. 

Robert Bales's massa- 
cre of 17 Afghan civil- 
ians, including nine 
children, starkly ex- 
posing the meltdown 
of the Afghan war, 
the generals atop the 
military are hardly 
eager to embark on a 
war against Iran. The 
political chorus keeps 
beating the war drums 
in time with the Is- 
raeli government, but 
the brass are warning 
that an Israeli strike 
on Iran would drag the 
U.S. into a regional 
war with hundreds of 
deaths of U.S. troops. However, the forces driving to 
war must not be underestimated. The U.S., though 
weakened by both imperial overreach and economic 
crisis, is still the lone superpower and a bulwark of 
counter-revolution . 

I. The Arab Spring 
confronts setbacks 

A. Syria as a test of world politics 

The collision between counter-revolution and revo- 
lution is occurring most sharply in Syria. 2 The Syrian 
state's genocidal assault on its own people stirred such 
outrage across the world that governments from the 
U.S. to the European Union to the Arab League had 
to give up their efforts to stay neutral and thereby 
preserve the regional "stability" backed by Bashar al- 
Assad's regime. 

Undaunted by their feckless rhetoric, Assad only 
intensified his bloody repression. After months of 
siege, intense shelling of Homs began on Feb. 3, hours 
before Russia and China vetoed a toothless UN Secu- 
rity Council resolution calling on Syria to accept the 
Arab League's peace plan. Rhetoric aside, the Obama 
administration is happier with Assad than with "insta- 
bility," which is what Israel has been warning would 
result from Assad's fall. 

The U.S. and its "Friends of Syria" have given little 
more than lip service to the Syrian people, while the 
Arab League's observer mission failed even at observ- 
ing. Assad prepared for the April 12 "cease-fire," nego- 
tiated by Kofi Annan for the UN and the Arab League, 
by stepping up his assault, slaughtering hundreds in 
the days leading up to it. Afterwards, the bombard- 
ment only slowed. "What ceasefire? There's an explo- 
sion every five to six minutes," Yazan, a Homs-based 
activist, told the Associated Press. (See "Syrian cry for 
solidarity," p. 12.) 

The world's peoples watched in horror, but govern- 
ments did little to stop the atrocities as Assad's forces 
bombarded Homs with artillery, tanks, helicopters, 
rockets and mortars. By Feb. 29, water, electricity and 

1. See "Revolution and counter-revolution take world stage," 
May- June 2011 News & Letters. 

2. See "Syrian revolution fights Assad's genocide, world pow- 

ers watch," March-April 2012 News & Letters. 
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Protest against the murder of Trayvon Martin in Chicago, Illinois 


communications were cut off in the Baba Amr neigh- 
borhood, a rebel stronghold, as a ground assault be- 
gan. Hundreds were killed, more of them civilians than 
fighters. Survivors who did not flee were rounded up, 
many executed. Government forces used hospitals as 
torture chambers. After Homs, troops moved on to at- 
tack Daraa, Idlib, Saraqeb and Hama — but new fighting 

erupted in Homs and 
other places, even in 
the capital, Damascus, 
dashing the regime's 
illusions that it could 
wipe out the revolution 
with military force. 

In giving Presi- 
dent Bashar al-Assad 
a green light to proceed 
with his assault, the 
rulers of Russia and 
China had above all 
their own restive mass- 
es in mind. On the oth- 
er side of the same coin, 
the leaders of A1 Qaeda 
announced their "sup- 
port" for the uprising to 
cover up their antipa- 
thy to Arab Spring. Far from aiming for freedom, which 
is what the Syrian masses are telling the world they 
want, A1 Qaeda and political Islamists thirst for state 
power. It is only in the fevered imagination of some "an- 
ti-imperialists" that the Syrian revolt could be a plot by 
the CIA in league with Islamic fundamentalism. 

Within the Western Left, the crisis is manifested 
as ideological pollution when so many insist that enemy 
number one is U.S. imperialism and therefore Assad 
must not be opposed. This lays bare the fixation on first 
negation, or what one is against — and that opposition 
is not even directed at the capitalist system but rather 
at one of its manifestations. Where is Karl Marx's van- 
tage point, the freedom of the masses? This is central to 
Marxist-Humanism, but is missing from the post-Marx 
Marxists who reduce Marx's ideas to economic theory 
alone, or to working out blueprints for the future, let 
alone to crude "anti-imperialism." Today's "anti-imperi- 
alists" recapitulate the attitude to theory identified by 
Raya Dunayevskaya: 

"The New Left, born in the 1960s, so disdainful of 
theory (which it forever thinks it can pick up ' en route), 
has a strange attitude toward imperialism. It is as if 
imperialism were not the natural outgrowth of mo- 
nopoly capitalism, but was a conspiracy, organized by 
a single imaginary center, rather as the Nazis used to 
refer to the Judeo-Catholic-Masonic Alliance, or Com- 
munists under Stalin to the conspiracy of the Trotsky- 
ists and Rightists in league with the imperialist secret 
service...." 3 

MASSES AS SUBJECT 

What is needed instead is to center our analyses on 
the masses, not only as victims but as Subjects. Since 
the Tunisian Revolution opened 2011, the subjectivity 
of masses in motion has shaken the whole world. Arab 
Spring inspired the student/labor occupation of the 
Capitol in Madison, Wise., and Occupy Wall Street. In 
turn, the people of Egypt, Libya, Yemen, Tunisia sup- 
port the Syrian uprising. What is at stake in support- 
ing the Syrian masses, as it is in the Arab Spring in 
general, is supporting the self-development of revolu- 
tionary new beginnings. As events have shown, this is 

continued on p. 7 

3. Quoted from "Lebanon: The Test Not Only of the PLO but 
the Whole Left," by Raya Dunayevskaya, which is included 
in the new News and Letters pamphlet of Marxist-Humanist 
Writings on the Middle East. 
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Adrienne Rich — a voice for freedom 


WOMAN# REASON 


by Olga Domanski 

The world lost a passionate, beautiful voice for 
freedom and self-determination with the death of the 
feminist Lesbian poet Adrienne Rich on March 27. 
Whether it be the precision of her poetry or essays, 
what is always inescapable is that Rich not only spoke 
for herself, but articulated the 
desire of legions for a different, 
a profoundly human existence. 

Rich's death took me back 
to the letter I received from her 
the week Raya Dunayevskaya, 
whose secretary I had been, died 
unexpectedly in 1987: "I have 
been thinking about all of you 
who were her close co-workers 
and had the privilege of know- 
ing her as a person. I had been 
hoping to meet her. I feel keenly the loss of that oppor- 
tunity. But how much she left behind, for all of us to 
draw on and pursue in our several ways!" 

A SPECIAL RELATIONSHIP 

The special relationship between them had begun 
in 1986, when Rich — at the urging of her friend, the 
African-American feminist scholar Gloria Joseph — 
read through all of Dunayevskaya' s major works, and 
was impelled to review them for the September 1986 
Women s Review of Books. She called her review "Living 
the Revolution," and News & Letters printed excerpts 
in the November 1986 issue to continue the discussion. 

Her review ended by accepting Dunayevskaya' s chal- 
lenge to "commit ourselves to a more inclusive definition 
of freedom than has ever been attempted" by "leaping 
forward from Marx who had been moving in that direc- 
tion." Dunayevskaya responded in the December 1986 
issue, explaining that she was embarking on a new work 
on "Dialectics of Organization and Philosophy." 

Their relationship came to an abrupt halt with 
Dunayevskaya' s death in 1987. In 1990, however, Rich 
decided to write the foreword for a new edition of Rosa 
Luxemburg , Women s Liberation, and Marx s Philosophy 
of Revolution because, as she wrote, "In the last couple of 
weeks I have begun to see more clearly the dimension of 
my own book and Raya’s presence in it, and to feel that 
in writing the introduction I could also enrich my own 
project — in short, that there would be more continuity 
than interruption involved.... [I] t is Raya’s voice which 
speaks, in these days, with even greater urgency and 
clarity than when I first began to study her work." 

THE FULLNESS OF BEING HUMAN 

Rich's foreword ends: "It's made so difficult, un- 
der the prevailing conditions of capital-shaped priori- 
ties, male supremacism, racism, militarism to envision 
that revolution without end to which Dunayevskaya 
devoted her life... we can lose sight of the fact that we 
'live human beings' are where it all must begin.... Raya 
Dunayevskaya never let go of her experiences of the 
fullness of being human — and she wanted that to be 
the normal experience of every human being, every- 
where." That is the vision that Adrienne Rich kept alive 
throughout her own life. 

Her appreciation for what Dunayevskaya had cre- 
ated as the philosophy of Marxist-Humanism changed 



by Artemis 

About 30 Afghan youth, mostly women, marched to 
the Afghan parliament April 14 to protest the horrific 
murders of five women in one month including a woman 
beheaded by her husband, a 15-year-old tortured by in- 
laws for refusing to become a prostitute, and a teacher 
stabbed to death by her brother for working outside the 
home. They also protested President Karzai's support 
of recommendations from the Ulema Council to segre- 
gate the sexes, legalize wife-beating and outlaw women 

leaving the home without a male relative. 

* * * 

Amnesty International (AI) issued a report stat- 
ing that up to 50,000 women in Bosnia and Herzegov- 
ina have not received reparations for war-related rapes 
and tortures of almost two decades ago. Only 40 cases 
of sexual torture have been prosecuted, but even more 
pressing needs are for access to health insurance, medi- 
cal care, and financial assistance to treat PTSD, anxiety, 
colitis, headaches, STDs, diabetes, hypertension, and 
insomnia. AI stated that it hopes the government will 

implement the reparations program it promised in 2010. 

* * * 

The Supreme Court of India gave the federal and 
state governments eight weeks to respond to a petition 
by activist Devika Biswas, who has evidence of abusive 
and unhygienic conditions in rural, government-run 
sterilization camps. With the government giving doc- 
tors a goal of sterilizing 1% of the population per year, 
operations are conducted under torchlight. Women are 
not given consent forms or information about other 
means of contraception. Sometimes the sterilizations 
fail, resulting in pregnancies. 


her life. She marked the precise point in Blood, Bread, 
and Poetry (1986). She noted that in 1975 she had writ- 
ten: "Much of what is termed 'politics' seems to rest on 
a longing for certainty even at the cost of honesty, for 
an analysis which, once given, need not be reexamined. 
Such is the deadendedness — for women — of Marxism 
for our time." At that point Rich added a footnote (al- 
though some copies had already been published). She 
dated it carefully: "A.R. 1986. For a vigorous indict- 
ment of dead-ended Marxism and a call to 'revolution 
in permanence,' see Raya Dunayevskaya, Women s Lib- 
eration and the Dialectics of Revolution." 

Several unique characteristics become evident in 
this action. One is the precision with which she sought 
to mark this moment; another is the question of what 
"honesty" meant to her, which becomes clear in her con- 
stant return to this moment. The need was for honesty 
to herself, first and foremost. 

THE RELATION OF ART TO JUSTICE 

That honesty was displayed in a different way in 
her refusal to accept the National Medal for the Arts in 
1997, when she famously informed Jane Alexander that 
while "there is no simple formula for the relationship of 
art to justice.... I do know that art, in my own case, the 
art of poetry, means nothing if it simply decorates the 
dinner table of power that holds it hostage." 

The moment Rich had documented in 1986 
when she grasped the life-changing meaning of Raya 
Dunayevskaya' s philosophy of Marxist-Humanism, was 
demonstrated in all her work thereafter but explicitly 
expressed in two of her prose collections. In What Is 
Found There, published in 1993, the penultimate chap- 
ter of the 28 essays sums up what she saw herself as 
responsible for demonstrating. She wrote: "Raya Du- 
nayevskaya wrote of revolution that while 'great divides 
in epochs, in cognition, in personality, are crucial,' we 
need to understand the moment of discontinuity — the 
break in the pattern — itself as part of a continuity, for 


Stop Mitt's war on us! 



Chicago — On an unseasonably warm last day of 
winter, eight to ten women from the Illinois Choice Ac- 
tion Team and News and Letters Committees demon- 
strated downtown in front of the Chicago Hilton where 
GOP Presidential candidate Mitt Romney was appear- 
ing at a fundraising luncheon. 

We were furious at the attacks on women's repro- 
ductive health and rights that he, along with all the 
other GOP Presidential contenders, were spewing, in- 
cluding his attack on Planned Parenthood and support 
of the Blunt Amendment that would have allowed any 
employer that felt a moral or conscientious objection to 
birth control — or any other mandate like colonoscopy 
screenings, mammograms, flu shots and regular pedi- 
atric visits — to refuse to pay for them. 

So many reactionary bills have been proposed — 
and passed — that destroy women's right to an abortion 
and now birth control, that it felt great to yell at all 
those entering the hotel: "Keep your Mitt off my body!" 

Here in Illinois two awful bills are headed to the 
full House for a vote. One would impose ridiculous and 
unnecessary standards for abortion clinics; the other 
would force the doctor to "offer" a woman to have and 
view an ultrasound and then record her decision in her 
medical record — clearly an attempt to intimidate her. 
Our signs read "Stop the war on women!" and "BC 4 
ME" meaning birth control for me and any other wom- 
an who wants it. 

After an hour, about 12 members of Stand Up! Chi- 
cago came to the Hilton to also demonstrate against 
Romney. They spread a symbolic red carpet from the 
sidewalk to the door of the Hilton with people lying un- 
der it and had a big Romney puppet stomping on the 
red carpet and the people under it. Their message was 
that "Romney is trampling the 99% " and "wants to tax 
the poor to make the rich richer." 

The first man with the bullhorn refused to broaden 
his message to include our concerns, but after talking 
to the man who was in the puppet outfit he and others 
did speak to Romney's war on women and eventually we 
all marched together. I'm sure that there are many dem- 
onstrations like ours taking place around the country, 
but the media is so bad that you'll only hear about it on 
Facebook or in papers like News & Letters . 

— Long-time Women's Liberationist 


it to become a turning point in human history." She 
concluded, "Poetry is not a resting on the given, but a 
questing toward what might otherwise be." 

In her 2001 collection, Arts of the Possible, the first 
four essays show the inability to fulfill her direction 
"within feminism alone." The rest of the collection be- 
gins with the reprinting of her foreword to the 1991 edi- 
tion of Dunayevskaya' s book on Rosa Luxemburg. She 
calls the chapter simply "Raya Dunayevskaya' s Marx." 

Adrienne Rich found in Dunayevskaya' s work what 
she had passionately been looking for. It becomes a 
challenge to all those struggling for a new world on hu- 
man foundations — especially those who carry the revo- 
lutionary banner of "women's liberation" today. 

We deeply mourn Adrienne Rich's death, and 
greatly honor her life. 

Mid-South me is back 

Memphis, Tenn. — Feminists here are reforming the 
Women's Action Coalition as the Women's Action Coali- 
tion of the Mid-South, in response to the current legis- 
lative attacks on birth control and abortion. It is also a 
response to the misogyny of some of the demonstrators 
at Occupy Memphis. 

While the original WAC was effective, it was limited 
by being a student group at the University of Memphis 
because non-students were sometimes hesitant to join, 
even though they were welcome. Members of WACoM 
include women becoming activists and organizers for 
the first time, but also women who have long experience 
in feminist and other progressive organizations. This 
will allow more collaboration with more organizations. 

There are more members too, with about 15 
women at each meeting, and a greater diversity 
in age and race. Plans for future actions include 
organizing a Slut Walk against sexual violence 
and attending a Unite Against the War on Women 
Rally in Nashville this month. 

WACoM's web page allows members to keep cur- 
rent on fighting harmful legislation such as anti-abor- 
tion and pro-abstinence education bills. It alerts us to 
situations of discrimination such as the Shelby County 
Jail forcing employees to leave work with no pay or ben- 
efits when they become pregnant. Since the Memphis 
NOW chapter and the old WAC dissolved, WACoM fills 
an important void in feminist organizing in the area. 

—WACoM Member 

Palestine human rights 

To Mr. Ban Ki-moon, the Secretary General of the 
United Nations: 

As a Palestinian Feminist Human Rights Orga- 
nization dedicated to the protection and promotion of 
women's rights in Palestine, the Palestinian Working 
Women's Society for Development (PWWSD) is gravely 
concerned by the increasing Israeli threats to Palestin- 
ian rights, and therefore asks the UN to commit to its 
charter and to fulfill its obligations towards the Pales- 
tinian people. 

...Palestinian women are among the most vul- 
nerable groups in society, as they are continuous- 
ly exposed to immense oppression, which ranges 
from killing, demolition of their homes, sexual 
harassment and assault, discriminatory treat- 
ment of female prisoners, refusal of movement to 
the refusal of access to healthcare during emer- 
gencies. They also encounter indirect effects of 
Israeli occupation, such as poverty, unemploy- 
ment and domestic violence.... 

The impact of living under occupation for women 
includes extreme anxiety, stress-related illnesses, loss 
of opportunities in education and gainful employment, 
and is detrimental to their relationships with husbands 
and children. The violence and personal insecurity 
that many women have witnessed and been subjected 
to cause extreme psychological distress, harming both 
family life and society as a whole.... 

It is important that the UN and all international 
bodies dedicated to upholding and implementing Inter- 
national Law hold Israel accountable for its violations, 
thereby reinstating the rights of Palestinian women, 
men, and children alike within their lives and homes. 

In writing this letter, the PWWSD hopes to draw 
attention to the war crimes implemented under Is- 
raeli occupation in East Jerusalem, the West Bank and 
Gaza, and hopes for urgent action from the internation- 
al community to prevent further violations and to stop 
the discrimination, violence and repression that occurs 
daily in the Palestinian Territory. PWWSD calls upon 
the UN to recognize the international consensus as in- 
dicated by UN General Assembly in September 2011, 
which supports an independent Palestine, and most im- 
portantly the Palestinian right to an independent sov- 
ereign state, where they can live in peace and dignity. 

The PWWSD hopes the international community 
will convene a conference with International Humani- 
tarian Laws as its terms of reference in order to effect a 
just and durable peace. 

— Amal Khreishe, General Director, on behalf of the 
Palestinian Working Women's Society for Development 
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Recalling 1 972 Quebec General Strike 


Montreal — May 2012 marks the 40th anniversary 
of the 1972 Quebec General Strike, one of the largest 
strikes in North American history. It brings up memo- 
ries and invites comparison to today. 

A long series of events led up to it: the brutal 1970 
declaration of Martial Law by Prime Minister Trudeau 
during the "October Crisis" which targeted French-Ca- 
nadians; chronic unemployment and lack of educational 
opportunities; and widespread labor unrest, especially 
a long strike and lockout in 1971 at La Presse, Mon- 
treal's largest French-language newspaper. That year, 
a Common Front of labor unions formed to fight back. 

In April 1972 over 200,000 public employees 
walked off the job, and a number were jailed for 
six months and fined a year’s pay for ignoring 
an injunction to return to work. Two days later 
the Quebec government passed Bill 19, outlawing 
strikes. 

The leaders of the three major unions, Louis La- 
berge of the Federation de Travailleurs du Quebec 
(FTQ/QFL), Marcel Pepin of the Confederation des 
Syndicats Nationaux (CSN/CNTU) and Yvon Charbon- 
neau of the Corporations des Enseignants du Quebec 
(CEQ/QTC) were sentenced to one year in prison for 
disobeying the anti-strike law. 

Once the leaders were jailed on May 8, almost the 
entire province struck. Radio stations and newspapers 
were occupied, stores and the port closed, and roads and 
bridges were blocked. The only municipal service which 
workers kept providing was running water, along with 
emergency services. The strike was so large that the 
provincial police took a position of non-intervention. 

In the end, provincial Premier Bourassa negotiated 
a truce. The labor leaders were released from prison, 
and workers slowly returned to work. 

The truce was not entirely a defeat. One out- 
come was that in order to preserve social peace, 
Quebec today has what is arguably the best social 
safety net in the Western Hemisphere, and more 
civil rights than the rest of Canada. 


WORKSHOPTALKS 


continued from p. 1 

Due to this speedup, there has been an increase in 
error rates. Whenever one of us makes an honest er- 
ror in our daily routine, either with a patient's medical 
number, or other medical data, management will turn 
a simple error into a federal case. The shop floor now 
feels like a police state. 

HI-TECH SNOOPING 

Technology is used not to enhance care, but is de- 
ployed as hi-tech snooping on employees. What do they 
police? Mostly the money, but also to catch employees in 
"gotchas" to discipline and trim staff. 

They install surveillance systems under the pre- 
tense of quality care monitoring, but we workers know 
it's really about how to apportion blame when things go 
wrong. For example, state-of-the-art electronic devices 
detect whether a nurse has washed her hands and how 
many times, or whether a patient has been placed in a 
room within a specified amount of time. 

Never mind that the room doesn’t have ade- 
quate facilities, or that the nurse is spread out to 
many rooms in separate wings on the floor with 
insufficient support staff. Never mind that the 
nurse is unable to tend to the new patient, be- 
cause she is busy tending to requisite data-entry 
for the last recent admission, or that there are no 
instructions from the doctor either, because the 
doctor too is hampered by computer protocol. 

When some mishap in care or breach of patient 
data occurs, or when these tracking and monitoring 
systems register a failure, administration will blame 
individual workers and not take responsibility for sys- 
tem failures. Their system compromises both patients' 
safety and workers' safety on a daily basis. 

DESIGNED TO FAIL 

We workers don't oppose monitoring of quality 
of care. In fact, it was workers' initiatives which first 
brought landmark contractual language on quality 
care. But don't just lecture to us, or police us, under a 
system designed to set us up for failure, indeed, expect- 
ing failure in order to assign blame. 

What we have is a healthcare shop floor turned 
into a factory where patients are treated like commodi- 
ties on an assembly line, and employees are treated like 
appendages to the information super-machine. 

We sorely need healthcare reform in this coun- 
try, but that's not what politicians are fighting about. 
They're only fighting over what they call cost con- 
trol. Tens of thousands of people continue to die every 
year unnecessarily from HMO errors and negligence. 
Hundreds of thousands more are injured because 
frontline healthcare workers are so hurried, harried, 
and harassed. Frustration on the job is rampant. Only 
workers' own initiatives can shift the ground back to 
real healthcare. 


Quebec is still in a state of deep unrest today, as 
can be seen by the student strike which is going on at 
this moment. (See p. 11.) There are differences too. At 
that time, many people felt that there was still some 
possibility for a sort of equilibrium between capital and 
labor. Today, far more people are questioning the viabil- 
ity of capitalism itself, as it becomes clear that today's 
global depression can't be solved under this society. 

In 1972 there was not a lot of interest in theory, 
but rather a sense that militancy could carry the day. 
Furthermore, the dialogue was colored by cultural na- 
tionalism and the belief that if only Quebec were inde- 
pendent, then all would be solved. 

Today there is more interest in ideas. French Cana- 
dians tend to think more in a cross-Canada way, though 
the racism of the British part of Canada remains as 
deep as it was 40 years ago, and tensions are high. Que- 
bec already has a certain degree of de facto autonomy. 

Quebec is the most comprehensive melting pot in 
Canada, and the most tolerant province. Most immi- 
grants prefer to integrate into the French-speaking life 
of Quebec, which is a big change from the old days. 

Quebecois workers have lost none of their mili- 
tancy, nor have the students, and there are new begin- 
nings of cooperation between English-Canadian and 
French-Canadian workers. There is an interesting fu- 
ture ahead for the whole continent, and Canada will be 
a big part of it. 

— D. Cheneville 

Voices of labor and 
youth at Left Forum 

Editor s note: Below are a few of the young voices 
from the workshops at the 2012 Left Forum, in which 
News and Letters Committees participated. 

New York City — Joyce Gill-Campbell was paid 
$135.50 for a 60-hour week as a domestic worker in the 
late 1990s. She helped found Domestic Workers United 
(DWU) in 2002. "I stood up for justice, dignity for all 
nannies. DWU became a voice for the voiceless. Every- 
one said we couldn't organize but we did." 

Nannies met each other at playgrounds; the myth 
that they were "part of the family" was debunked by the 
sexual abuse, limits on food use, etc., that they experi- 



Joyce Gill-Campbell at May 20, 2011, Day of Action in Albany, NY. 


enced. In New York State, the Domestic Workers' Bill 
of Rights means that now nannies get overtime after 
44 hours in a week, three paid days off after one year, 
and other benefits. "We shamed employers and allied 
with other unions. We use culture, theater to reach out. 
We also have begun Domestic Justice Dialogue, to bring 
workers and employers together." 

'GUEST WORKERS' 

Stephen Boykewich talked about guest workers: 
"Mostly from China and Turkey, they pay a company 
$3,000-$6,000 to get 'cultural exchange' jobs. At Her- 
shey's, the jobs are at subminimum wage. On Aug. 17, 
2011, a 19-year-old Turkish student led the whole shift 
in a sitdown, and marched into the streets. They were 
joined by local workers fed up with degraded job condi- 
tions; they refused to work under those precarious con- 
ditions. 

"With Students for Justice @ Hershey's, the stu- 
dents became workers. The experience of the strike led 
to understanding power, and solidarity with local and 
unemployed workers. Guest workers have been used to 
undermine local labor movements and are seen as the 
enemy, but we are now allying with Jobs with Justice, 
the AFL-CIO and SEIU." 

OCCUPY WALL STREET 

Melanie of Women Occupying Wall Street said, "We 
are combating an attitude in OWS that 'Gender equal- 
ity is important, but after the revolution.'" 

Tanzeem said, "We changed 'Occupy the Bronx' to 
'Take Back the Bronx' because we are already occupied: 
police, real estate developers, landlords. Youth are lead- 
ing the charge: Youth took over Gompers High School, 
even though it was symbolic because the school is being 
closed. But it was amazing to see youth get that power." 

— Susan Van Gelder 


'Right-to-work' 
attacks on tabor 

Detroit — The so-called right-to-work legislation ap- 
proved recently in Indiana is another indication of the 
decreasing influence unions now have. Such proposals 
have always been opposed by labor, and any efforts to 
get this legislation passed, as Indiana learned, will be 
met by mass demonstrations and every other measure 
available to the workers. Unfortunately, this was not 
enough to defeat the legislation in Indiana. 

Right-to-work legislation, now approved in 23 
states, launches an assault against both the labor and 
the union movements. Workers can refuse to become 
union members, even though they may benefit from 
union negotiations. By refusing to compel corporations 
to deduct union dues or a collective bargaining fee from 
workers, union representatives must individually col- 
lect dues from members, and workers can refuse to pay 
dues. 

Let there be no confusion about the difference 
between the labor and union movements. In many in- 
stances they are in an adversarial rather than comple- 
mentary relationship. While the labor and union move- 
ments both oppose right-to-work legislation, the fact 
that there is now a concerted effort by corporations and 
many legislators to pass such legislation is an indica- 
tion of the present weakness of the union movement. 

The first state to adopt right-to-work legisla- 
tion was Florida in 1943, even before Taft-Hartley 
in 1947 encouraged it. Other states, especially in 
the South where opposition to the labor move- 
ment has been the greatest, followed. No state 
in the northeastern U.S. has approved right-to- 
work legislation, and until Indiana's recent ap- 
proval, the last state to approve it was Oklahoma 
in 2001. Before that, it was Texas in 1993. Indiana 
had first passed right-to-work legislation in 1956, 
but repealed it in 1965. 

Under the impact of the recent economic melt- 
down, many states are moving forward on such legisla- 
tion, including Michigan. Right-to-work legislation in 
Michigan would have been laughed out of existence a 
few years ago, but today appears to be a real threat fol- 
lowing the 2010 election, which resulted in Republican 
majorities in the legislature. 

Although Michigan's Republican Governor Rick 
Snyder says he does not have right-to-work legislation 
on his own personal political agenda, rabid anti-labor 
Republicans are making a highly focused effort to in- 
troduce such legislation this year, and Governor Snyder 
has said that he would approve it if it reaches his desk. 

It took years of working-class solidarity and sac- 
rifice to get the dues check-off agreement, which man- 
agement bitterly opposed. To lose this through right-to- 
work legislation would deal both unions and the labor 
movement a powerful public blow, which corporations 
fully understand. That is why they avidly support the 
efforts to get such legislation passed. 

We still have to see how this will play out in Michi- 
gan, as well as in other states that are seeking to con- 
tinue the vicious attacks against workers and their 
standard of living. — Andy Phillips 

Michigan despot law 

Flint, Mich.— Since an emergency manager was ap- 
pointed for Flint (see "Flint's emergency manager tar- 
gets labor," Jan.-Feb. News & Letters), the president of 
AFSCME Local 1600, Samuel Muma, obtained a re- 
straining order from a court in Lansing that reinstated 
the mayor and city council. The financial review team 
that had recommended the appointment of an emer- 
gency manager may have violated the Michigan Open 
Meetings Act. 

Eleven days later, on March 26, the Michigan Court 
of Appeals lifted the restraining order, which meant 
that the emergency manager was reinstated. The Court 
of Appeals will hold a hearing on May 3. Very likely 
the lawsuit will go from there to the Michigan Supreme 
Court, which is already considering whether to bypass 
lower courts entirely with respect to a different lawsuit 
filed by private citizens. 

The City of Detroit, acting under duress, signed a 
consent agreement that avoids the appointment of an 
emergency manager but which puts the operation of 
the city in the hands of a nine-member financial advi- 
sory board and prevents Detroit from bargaining with 
its employees. The state will allow Detroit to borrow 
$137 million against a projected $270 million deficit 
this year. The consent agreement is actually worse than 
the emergency manager law because it avoids even the 
nominal review process set up under that law. 

The emergency manager law is aimed squarely at 
solving the financial problems of Michigan cities and 
school districts by slashing wages and benefits. The 
traditional government structure would not allow that, 
at least on the drastic level contemplated by Governor 
Snyder and his supporters. Petitions were submitted on 
Feb. 29 to the state canvassing board to put repeal of 
the emergency manager law on the ballot in November. 

— Dan B. 
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'On political divides and 
philosophic new beginnings' 


FROM THE WRITINGS OF 

RAYADUNAYEVSKAYA 


Editor s Note: "On political divides and philo- 
sophic new beginnings , " written 25 years ago, is the 
last writing of Raya Dunayevskaya, who died on June 
9, 1987. It was first published in the In Memoriam 
special issue of News & Letters, on July 25, 1987. 
Footnotes have been added by the editor. 

The abysmal lower depths that the Reagan retro- 
gression has sunk the world into throughout the seven 
years of this decade have polluted the ideological air, 
not only of the ruling class, but have penetrated the 
Left itself. Such a deep retrogression urgently demands 
that, along with the economic and political tasks facing 
us, we look for philosophic new beginnings. 

In the midst of the work I am doing on my new 
book, "Dialectics of Organization and Philosophy," I 
have been digging into research on two opposed forms 
of organization, that is, our opposition to the vanguard 
party-to-lead, and our support of forms of organiza- 
tion born out of the spontaneous activity of the masses. 
Suddenly I realized that the relationship be- 
tween these two opposed forms was exactly 
what I had posed back in 1982, on the eve of 
the publication of my third book, Rosa Lux- 
emburg, Women's Liberation, and Marx's 
Philosophy of Revolution. I then (September 
1982) added a paragraph to chapter 12 of 
that just-completed work. It was this articu- 
lation, which I reached only after the book 
was completed, that made me feel that the 
process of working out such questions de- 
manded a book unto itself. 

This became even clearer when I real- 
ized that though [Rosa Luxemburg, Women's 
Liberation, and Marx's Philosophy of Revo- 
lution] was already at the printer, and had 
dealt with forms of organization both in 
Marx's day and in the early 20th century 
with Lenin, Luxemburg, and the council 
communists, I nevertheless felt compelled 
to write a Philosophic-Political Letter to my 
colleagues on this subject. I called it: "On the 
Battle of Ideas: Philosophic-Theoretic Points 
of Departure as Political Tendencies Respond to the 
Objective Situation" (October 1982). 1 Here I would like 
to take up two points from the Letter, which begins: 

I am taking advantage of the fact that we 
do not yet have the new book in hand, which will 
plunge us into so many activities that we will have 
a tendency to forget "abstract" philosophic points 
of departure . . . 

I returned to the final chapter 12 of Rosa Luxem- 
burg, Women's Liberation, and Marx's Philosophy of 
Revolution. Its penultimate paragraph read: 

"It isn't because we are any 'smarter' that we 
can see so much more than other post-Marx Marx- 
ists. Rather, it is because of the maturity of our age. 

It is true that other post-Marx Marxists have rest- 
ed on a truncated Marxism; it is equally true that 
no other generation could have seen the problem- 
atic of our age, much less solve our problems. Only 
live human beings can recreate the revolutionary 
dialectic forever anew. And these live human be- 
ings must do so in theory as well as in practice. 

It is not a question only of meeting the challenge 
from practice, but of being able to meet the chal- 
lenge from the self-development of the Idea, and 
of deepening theory to the point where it reaches 
Marx's concept of the philosophy of 'revolution in 
permanence.'" 

It was at that point that I asked that the following 
paragraph be added [to that book]: 

"There is a further challenge to the form of 
organization which we have worked out as the 
committee-form rather than the 'party-to-lead.' 
But, though committee-form and 'party-to-lead' are 
opposites, they are not absolute opposites. At the 
point when the theoretic-form reaches philosophy, 
the challenge demands that we synthesize not only 
the new relations of theory to practice, and all the 
forces of revolution, but philosophy's 'suffering, pa- 
tience and labor of the negative,' i.e. experiencing 
absolute negativity. Then and only then will we 
succeed in a revolution that will achieve a class- 
less, non-racist, non-sexist, truly human, truly new 
society. That which Hegel judged to be the synthe- 
sis of the 'Self-Thinking Idea' and the 'Self-Bring- 
ing-Forth of Liberty,' Marxist-Humanism holds, is 
what Marx had called the new society. The many 
paths to get there are not easy to work out." 2 

I also suggested an addition to the Introduction of 


1. See The Power of Negativity: Selected Writings on the Dia- 
lectic in Hegel and Marx by Raya Dunayevskaya, pp. 237-49. 

2. These and a number of other paragraphs which Dunayevs- 

kaya wanted to add to Rosa Luxemburg, Women s Libera- 
tion, and Marx's Philosophy of Revolution were published 

in the 1991 University of Illinois edition of that work, pp. 
xxxiii-xxxviii. 


the book, to be added directly after I pointed out that, 
"just as the young Marx, in first turning to what he 
called 'Economics,' had discovered the proletariat as 
the Subject who would be the 'gravedigger of capital- 
ism' and the leader of the proletarian revolution, so, at 
the end of his life, Marx made still newer discoveries 
as he turned to new, empirical anthropological studies 
like Morgan's Ancient Society as well as to the imperial 
incursions into the Orient and the carving up of Africa. 

Here is what I proposed to add at that point: 

That seems to have been the first point so 
misunderstood by post-Marx Marxists, beginning 
with Frederick Engels, who, without having known 
of the massive Ethnological Notebooks Marx had 
left behind, undertook to write his own version of 
Morgan's work — his Origin of the Family — as a "be- 
quest" of Marx. When Ryazanov discovered these 
notebooks, he rushed, before he ever had a chance 


to decipher them, to characterize them as "inexcus- 
able pedantry." 3 If an Engels, who was a close col- 
laborator of Marx and without whom we could not 
have had Volumes II and III of Capital , could nev- 
ertheless suddenly have gotten so over-confident 
about his own prowess of interpreting Marx as to 
assume he was speaking for Marx; if an archivist- 
scholar like Ryazanov could, at a time when he was 
actually publishing those magnificent early essays 
of Marx (the 1844 Economic and Philosophical 
Manuscripts), spend a good deal of his first report 
of the Archives of Marx in asking for 20 to 30 peo- 
ple to help him sort these manuscripts out, and yet 
pass judgment before he dug into them — it says a 
great deal about literary heirs but nothing what- 
soever about so great an historic phenomenon as 
Marx’s Marxism. Isn't it time to challenge all of 
the post-Marx Marxists when even those who have 
achieved great revolutions — and none was great- 
er than the 1917 Russian Revolution — did not, in 
thought, measure up to Marx? Isn't it time to dig 
into what Marx, who had discovered a whole new 
continent of thought, had to say for himself? 

My letter to my colleagues then concluded: 

The fact that in my latest work, Rosa Luxem- 
burg, Women's Liberation, and Marx's Philosophy 
of Revolution, I focus on Marx's "translation" of ab- 
solute negativity as the revolution in permanence, 
calling that the absolute challenge to our age, will 
draw greater criticism from academia and outright 
attacks from post-Marx Marxists. This makes it 
necessary to be prepared, not only for that encoun- 
ter, but for further concretizing that challenge. 
With this in mind, I decided to add that para- 
graph quoted earlier directly to the Introduction. 
For while it is true that the actual events of the 
1970s — Women's Liberation on the one hand, and 
the publication of Marx's Ethnological Notebooks 
on the other — are what first led to a renewed inter- 
est in Rosa Luxemburg; and while it is true also 
that the Women's Liberation movement helped dis- 
close the feminist dimension in Luxemburg never 
before recognized; it is not true that that is the goal 
of the new book. 

The need to see all post-Marx Marxists in strict 
relationship to Marx’s Marxism is what revealed 
that even so great and independent a revolution- 
ary as Rosa Luxemburg did not fully comprehend 
Marx's dialectic of liberation and thereby commit- 
ted her biggest error — disregard of the revolution- 
ary nature of Polish desire for national self-deter- 

3. David Ryazanov, who edited Marx in Soviet Russia in the 
1920s, beginning work on the Complete Writings of Marx 
and Engels (MEGA), made these remarks in a 1923 report 
to the Communist Academy. 


mination. Put simply, the determinant of the new 
book is Marx's philosophy of revolution. This is not 
for any academic reason, or any sort of orthodoxy, 
but the fact that his works disclosed a trail to the 
1980s and revealed the problematic of this age. The 
totally new question that Luxemburg posed — so- 
cialist democracy after gaining power — pointed to 
a new aspect of Marxism itself. 

The new moments in Marx that the book dis- 
closes and that center around what we now call a 
Third World are not limited to the manner in which 
Marx revealed an "Asiatic mode of production" in 
the Grundrisse. Rather, this is extended to the 
1880s as Marx was commenting on Morgan's An- 
cient Society and other then-new anthropological 
works on India, on the Australian aborigines, as 
well as his letters both on his visit to Algeria and 
his correspondence with revolutionaries in Rus- 
sia on the ancient commune there and its possible 
transformation into an altogether new type of revo- 
lution. In a word, it is to revolution in permanence 
that the book keeps returning, whether the subject 
is Luxemburg, or Lenin, or Women's Liberation, 
or the Hegelian dialectic. At the same time, we 
must keep in mind that, whereas it is Marx who 
transformed Hegel into a contemporary, and trans- 
formed the Hegelian dialectic into the Marxian di- 
alectic of liberation, the revolution is also present 
in Hegel. Hard as Hegel tried to confine this to a 
revolution in thought alone, he made his presence 
felt in history, even as he spoke of the Philosophy 
of Mind and History of Philosophy . As Hegel put it: 

"All revolutions, in the sciences no less than 
in general history, originate only in this, that the 
spirit of man, for the understanding and compre- 
hension of himself, for the possessing of himself, 
has now altered his categories, uniting himself 
in a truer, deeper, more intrinsic relation with 
himself." 4 

Now return to our own situation, and think of the 
attacks that we will be facing in 1987, when we state 
openly that even the one post-Marx Marxist revolution- 
ary who did reach deeply into philosophy — Lenin — 
nevertheless did not do so on the question of organiza- 
tion. In truth, he never renounced his position on the 
vanguard party set out in 1902 in What is to Be Done?, 
though he often critiqued it himself. He profoundly ex- 
tended his new breakthrough in philosophy to a con- 
cretization of the dialectics of revolution, and yet never 
changed his position on the need for the "thin layer of 
Bolsheviks" as a vanguard party organization. In 1982 
in Rosa Luxemburg, Women's Liberation, and Marx's 
Philosophy of Revolution, we critiqued Lenin politically. 
To fully work out the dialectics of philosophy and orga- 
nization for our age, it is now clear that that critique 
must dig deep philosophically. 

The whole truth is that even Marx's Critique of 
the Gotha Program, which remains the ground for or- 
ganization today, was written 112 years ago. What is 
demanded is not mere "updating," after all the aborted 
revolutions of the post-World War II world, "Ground" 
will not suffice alone; we have to finish the building — 
the roof and its contents. This is what I am working on 
now in the "Dialectics of Organization and Philosophy." 
I would appreciate hearing from our readers on their 
thoughts on this. — June 5, 1987 

4. Hegel, Philosophy of Nature, trans. by AN. Miller (Oxford: 
Oxford University Press, 1970), p. 11. 



"... [ EJ very Left was grabbing at some old contradic- 
tions, and with them, some old solutions. Which is 


why the most cogent moment for our problematic 
... is ... great new philosophic breakthrough on the . 
Larger Logic, and ... that self-movement of ideas and 
of people..." 

—Raya Dunayevskaya 
From: ’’Presentation on Dialectics of Organiza- 
tion and Philosophy of June 1, 1987" 

To order see page 5 



Women self-organizing in Egypt's Tahrir Square during the revolution in February 2011 
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Sham response to California prisoners' hunger strike 


continued from p. 1 

program back to a general population setting by demon- 
strating a willingness and commitment to discontinue 
gang activity while in CDCR facility." To us this means 
a perpetuation of the debriefing policy that CDCR said 
it would reform. 

What is the need for a 
continuance of the debrief- 
ing policy if the SDP af- 
fords us a transition to the 
general population? Is the 
SDP a genuine process? 

We think not. We base this 
conclusion on the details 
in the body of the docu- 
ment. 

First it is necessary to 
examine what is required 
just to get to SDP. There 
is an insurmountable hur- 
dle: a prisoner's participa- 
tion in the SDP is totally 
voluntary, but a prisoner 
wishing to participate 
must sign a contract. 

GANG LABEL PERMANENT 

We suspect the terms are what CDCR previously 
had in operation: that a prisoner admits to being a gang 
member. Prisoners universally condemned this prac- 
tice, which amounted to locking a chain around your 
own neck. Such a provision would curtail prisoners' 
participation in the SDP. 

It is the same process that has kept people 
in the Security Housing Unit (SHU) for the past 
20 years or more. CDCR claims that advancement 
through the SDP will be determined by how far 
the prisoner has distanced himself from the gang. 


It means being discipline-free, yet the guards is- 
sue disciplinary write-ups for many non-gang ac- 
tivities, against which prisoners cannot defend 
themselves. 

We in the SHU are not afforded any rights to con- 
test the "information" 
used against us in the cur- 
rent policy's "active/inac- 
tive review." CDCR claims 
full disclosure of the infor- 
mation would jeopardize 
prisons' security. Since we 
cannot see the "informa- 
tion," we cannot know if 
this is new information, 
or recycled old "informa- 
tion," much of it proved to 
be untrue. 

CATCH-22 

The active/inactive 
review process is sup- 
posed to be based on your 
criminal activity further- 
ing the goals of a gang. In- 
stead CDCR has opted to 
use mere validation as the 
determinant. We would not be in the SHU in the first 
place if we had not been "validated" previously. Every 
six years we are "re-validated" based on the same "in- 
formation." Just being re-validated, CDCR claims, con- 
stitutes gang activity, enough to retain us in the SHU, 
because we have shown an unwillingness to distance 
ourselves from gang activity. 

In short, the prisoner has not demonstrated 
the willingness to debrief. This is in spite of the 
fact that the majority of us have over 15 years of 
clean time. 

In addition, the document details a more enhanced 



Security Housing Unit prisoners react 


Pelican Bay, Calif. — Last October, California prison- 
ers again suspended the hunger strike that they had 
begun on July 1 when prison authorities promised to 
review all the Security Housing Unit (SHU) prisoners' 
validations based on new "behavior model" criteria (see 
News & Letters, July-August, September-October and 
November-December of 2011). The review process was 
to start at the beginning of the year. 

In March, the California Department of Correc- 
tions and Rehabilitation (CDCR) finally released a pro- 
posal for a new policy: "Security Threat Groups, Pre- 
vention, Identification and Management Strategy." We 
visited Pelican Bay SHU prisoners a few days later. 

One prisoner said, "I don't know how people (in 
here) will take CDCR's proposal if it's as bad as it 
seems. There has been a peace of sorts, people holding 
their breath waiting to see what will happen. This is a 
slap in the face. They broke their word. What will hap- 
pen now?" 

The proposal does not address any of the five core 
demands the strikers made. Instead, under the guise of 
responding to realignment, CDCR proposes to establish 
a much more vague "Security Threat Group," which 
could include virtually anyone, and the hated Institu- 
tional Gang Investigator (IGI) has even more power 
over the prisoners in the SHU. The proposed step-down 
program is no different than the current no-way-out- 
but-snitching-or-death program. 

The prison's response is only more retaliation. 
Guards issue disciplinary write-ups for actions which 
had been legal and permitted, such as sharing family 
photos or helping a visually impaired prisoner read his 


own legal case material. 

One prisoner reported, "The contraband watch, or 
'potty watch,' used to be rare, now there are 15-20 at all 
times. They claim to have confidential info (i.e., from 
snitches) that you have stuff hidden in your body cavity. 
You have to defecate in front of them. They don't allow 
you to wash your hand after wiping. Your hands are en- 
cased in metal sleeves during this process (he showed a 
picture). This is retaliation for the hunger strike." 

The strike accomplished unprecedented cross- 
race unity and unity of action among SHU prisoners. 
It created solidarity between the SHU prisoners and 
the general prison population. It resulted in solidarity 
actions in most of California's prisons and many other 
prisons in the U.S. and even in other countries. 

The strike action created support outside of pris- 
ons for prisoners' issues. Most importantly, it brought 
together those who consider themselves primarily ac- 
tivists with those whose relation with the prison is 
mostly through a loved one inside. 

As the strong actions of Occupy for Prisoners from 
Feb. 20 on show, we are creating a national conversa- 
tion about the abuse of solitary confinement and the 
(injustice system in general. As part of that effort, 
Peter Schey, of the Center for Human Rights and Con- 
stitutional Law, filed a petition with the UN signed by 
more than 400 prisoners asking the UN to investigate 
the torture administered in California prison SHUs. 

Another prisoner said, "So far our collective activ- 
ity has proven to be powerful both among all the prison- 
ers and between prisoners and outside. The struggle is 
just beginning." — Urszula Wislanka 


role for the Institutional Gang Investigator (IGI), giv- 
ing it even more control. IGI determines if participants 
in life-skills programs, where one is expected to write 
a journal, are being forthright enough. IGI is the very 
entity which ensures we prisoners stay in the SHU. 
Now we are to be further subjected to their influence, 
in effect telling us we ain't got nothing coming unless 
we debrief. 

There is much more in the document that we find 
totally reprehensible and reject outright. But we leave 
its thorough rebuke to the representatives of the Peli- 
can Hunger Strike Human Rights Initiative. 

Rewilding of Detroit 

Detroit — Outside the fence, the tom turkey jumped 
up on the stump, rock, or whatever piece of junk was 
back there to elevate him above the weeds, spread his 
feathers and gobbled away impressive and noisy — and 
all the more so as it was happening just a few feet away 
from the fences of a state prison in the City of Detroit. 

The year was 2010, and I had just been re- 
turned to this prison after being transferred out 
in 2005 and taking a near five-year tour of the 
Michigan prison system, from Kincheloe in the 
Upper Peninsula to Ionia and St. Louis, approxi- 
mately in the center of the state. 

Having spent the greater part of my 57 years in the 
Motor City, I was very familiar with the neighborhood. 
Prior to catching this case in 1998, I was working no 
more than ten blocks away. At that time, the sum total 
of local wildlife, besides small birds and rabbits living 
in the nearby cemeteries, consisted of a pair each of 
redtail hawks and snow owls that would stop by in the 
spring and autumn to feast on rats inhabiting the local 
Coney Island. When it was torn down, the rats left, and 
the hawks and owls stopped coming. 

I first arrived at this prison in 2003 and was pleas- 
antly surprised to see that the pair of redtail hawks 
stopped here to feast on pigeons, fattened up on bread 
fed to them by prisoners leaving the chow hall. How- 
ever, there wasn't much else in the way of wildlife ex- 
cept some passing geese and sea gulls, plus a couple 
of pheasants, mourning doves, and rabbits living in 
the saplings and brush growing alongside the railroad 
tracks. 

That has dramatically changed. Upon returning 
in 2010, I found a veritable explosion in the local wild- 
life population. There were now at least a half dozen 
pheasants, over a dozen mourning doves, and numer- 
ous rabbits, all living along the railroad tracks in the 
saplings turned into trees and brush. Moreover, there 
was a flock of turkeys living in the brush and swallows, 
neither of which I had ever seen in the city before. The 
hawks were still around and I even saw a fox last year. 
The guards have told me that they've seen skunks (I've 
smelled them), possums, raccoons, wild dogs, and even 
coyotes outside the fences. 

No doubt the animals are using the rarely 
used railroad tracks as a corridor to move around 
the ruins of Detroit, where the only businesses 
that seem to be left are junkyards and prisons. 
Block upon block of homes sit vacant and dere- 
lict, at least in this neighborhood. 

I imagine it is only a matter of time before I hear 
the coyotes howling at night and see my first Motor City 
deer, aside from the little Formosa deer on Belle Isle, 
an island in the Detroit River. All of which gives me 
some hope for the future of the planet. If the animals 
can survive in the toxic ruins of a former industrial cen- 
ter, they can survive anywhere. That goes for us Motor 
City humans, too! 

—Rand W. Gould 
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TWO WORLDS IN EVERY COUNTRY 

It angers me to hear immigrants 
called "illegal." People come here be- 
cause of the conditions of poverty cre- 
ated by capitalism's intrusion into their 
own land, whether it's Mexico, an Af- 
rican country, or wherever. It happens 
when foreign capitalist corporations 
go to undeveloped countries, take their 
resources, pollute their land, privatize 
the drinking water and leave the people 
without a way to live. How can you call 
those who come here to improve their 
lives "illegal"? I call them "undocument- 
ed." Capitalism is an ugly system. 

Japanese American 
California 



<z*t ut-juny to tote ie a*t ittjwty to all 


*** 

"Two worlds in every country" is the 
phrase evoked by Gerry Emmett's ar- 
ticle, "Syrian Revolution Fights Assad's 
Genocide, World Powers Watch" (March- 
April N&L). There are two worlds in 
both the U.S. and Syria: the rulers and 
the ruled. We owe solidarity to the other 
Syria. Such a perspective cuts across 
the Left's abstract anti-imperialism. 
Mostly, the press portrays Syrians as 
victims with very little about what they 
are fighting for. So it is really important 
to have the actual voices, including the 
letter N&L just put up on the web site. 
That's one way of making theory con- 
crete. Urszula 

Bay Area 

Not many events in human history 
test the mettle of organizations and per- 
sons who support a more democratic 
society, human rights, women's rights, 
anti-imperialism, anti-racism, and 
sometimes, even revolution. Yet when 
the opportunity arises, will we stand in 
solidarity with those rising up in strug- 
gle, contradictions and all? That is the 
question asked in Emmett's article. 

I come from Burma. A national in- 
dependence revolution led by General 
Aung Sung was usurped and then domi- 
nated for a half-century by a military 
dictatorship. When the Tunisian upris- 
ing spread to Egypt, I was excited about 
the possibilities of shedding the yoke of 
imperial domination, and apprehensive 
because there is potential for massive 
atrocities, as we have witnessed in Ran- 
goon and in Beijing decades earlier. 

Emmett's article tied together the 
Syrian uprising with how "the Egyptian, 
Tunisian, Palestinian, Libyan masses 
and others, clearly see this revolution as 
their own." As "anti-imperialists," how 
can we not recognize the Syrian Revolu- 
tion as a serious challenge to the order 
in the entire region and beyond? 

Burmese American 
Oakland 


WAR ON WOMEN AND WORKERS 

The Republicans trying to frame 
their opposition to contraception as 
"religious freedom" is on par with 19th 
century Southern Democrats framing 
slavery as "states' rights." 

Feminist 
Bay Area 

Businesses take advantage of wom- 
en by paying them less. Women have a 
double responsibility of raising children 
and working to feed them. Many of my 
students have single-parent moms who 
work from 8:00 AM to 5:00 or 6:00 PM 
every day. I know a lot of women prob- 
ably would have an abortion because 
they really cannot afford to have a baby. 
Sometimes they don't have a job to sup- 
port a baby. Male teacher 

Los Angeles 

*** 

Five or six years ago when Terry 
Schiavo was brain-dead the right wing 
went nuts. They go nuts about people 
who are almost dead or fetuses that 
aren't born. Why aren't they talking 


READERS'VIEWS 


about those of us who are alive? There 
are 25 million children who go to bed 
hungry every night, talk about that! 
They say they care about life so much. 
It's a smokescreen. They never talk 
about the economic situation. They are 
people with false consciousness. 

Bruce 

Northern California 

So much is happening, with revolts 
and repression everywhere, the develop- 
ments are impossible to keep up with. 
From the slaughter in Syria, to the Eu- 
ropean nations trying to get out of the 
economic crisis, to austerity measures 
in Spain and Portugal, to hundreds of 
thousands in mass protests in Russia — 
no nation is immune from crisis. 

And here at home, there is the at- 
tempt to limit the power of unions, and 
the reaction against it. Some 40 states 
are trying to limit public employees' abil- 
ity to negotiate. Once a rare tactic, we 
now see lockouts by dozens of corpora- 
tions who are making billions in profit. 
Presidential elections are ludicrous, any 
safety net has been completely shredded. 
It is a throwback to decades ago. 

Octogenarian 

Detroit 

*** 

The attack on Labor in the recent 
retrogression we are suffering involves 
more than the number of jobs that have 
been eliminated. It is also on the nature 
of the work and the quality of wages, 
benefits and the security of employ- 
ment and benefits. Even if people switch 
fields/careers, one job is not the same as 
another. It can mean a huge disruption 
for workers and their families. 

Retired School Teacher 
New York 


FAN0N AND THE DIALECTIC 

In Terry Moon's column on L 
Boogie's discussion of Fanon she raised 
the question of "how deep a dialectic 
needs to be?" It has to go deep enough to 
allow creation of the new. That may be 
what Fanon discovered, that Hegelian 
dialectic did not go deeply enough be- 
cause he did not recognize color. There is 
a reality to skin color that is critical and 
from which freedom can emerge. That 
is what "Black masses as vanguard" 
means. It is not a superiority of Black 
man in history, but that without the 
Black struggle for freedom there would 
not be a revolution in the U.S. 

The freedom Blacks were fighting 
for could not be conceived of by whites, 
not even by the Abolitionists. It makes 
freedom concrete. I hazard a guess that 
Hegel would not have disputed Fanon, 
because of that lived experience. What 
Hegel wrote down was an assessment of 
2,500 years of lived experience, not just 
the thought of philosophers. I don't think 
Hegel would have dismissed Fanon. 

David M'oto 
Bay Area 


OCCUPY ON STREETS & IN IDEAS 

During and after our women's 
march here at Occupy Boston in March, 
we were belittled and called "morons" 
and other choice words by male members 
of the Boston Police Department (spe- 
cifically, badge #1101). We were forced 
to get off the grass when there's no law 
saying we can't be on it, and were forced 
out of a park that was still open. Two oc- 
cupiers were arrested for climbing on a 
public structure that I've watched scores 
of citizens climb on. They weren't read 
their rights, and they weren't told why 
they were being arrested. 

This behavior doesn't scare us or 
make us less likely to protest. It certain- 
ly doesn't incite violence among us. All 


it does is compel us to tell our stories, 
to relay the news to non-occupiers who 
typically agree with us that the BPD's 
behavior is "hideous" and "an embar- 
rassment to Boston." Keep it up, BPD. 

Robin Jacks 
Boston 

*** 

There is a serious theoretical point 
to make about the 99% slogan. It doesn't 
mean the same thing to everyone. It 
lends itself to interpreting wealth as a 
quantitative measure and that doesn't 
show the class structure of society which 
needs to be totally transformed. Some 
don't think further than narrowing that 
huge inequality to ten to one, or getting 
money out of politics — as if that will ever 
happen. That is a petty bourgeois men- 
tality that can be encapsulated in that 
99% slogan. Occupy is a movement, how- 
ever, where you can engender discus- 
sions. Differences are there and we need 
to raise questions and be concrete about 
them. It means more when you bring in 
these theoretical questions in relation- 
ship to some action that is taking place 
or being planned. Occupier 

Chicago 

I like the 
slogan, "We are 
the 99%, " be- 
cause it makes 
concrete the in- 
credible inequal- 
ity here and the 
question of who 
has power and 
control. It is that 
1% or less that 
dominates everything and everyone. 
Yesterday in Wal-Mart I talked to two 
women with "99%" buttons on their 
jackets. One woman said her kids had to 
drop out of college for lack of money, the 
other had to move back home and they 
had to decide what to do about their 
mother. She said, "It's not just me, there 
are so many others out there like me." 
The other woman said that the time is 
now, there will never be a better time. 
It's a short way of addressing what the 
problem is. Erica Rae 

Chicago 


FROM MOROCCO TO GURGA0N 

I have just received an urgent ap- 
peal from comrades in Morocco, where 
I was so warmly received during the 
heady days of the Arab Spring. Today, 
the young February 20th Movement 
is on the defensive. French-supported 
King Mohammed VI, after making cos- 



metic changes in the Constitution, has 
reverted to the naked tyranny of his fa- 
ther, cracking down on demonstrations 
and all forms of political activity. 

I'm now circulating an Avaaz peti- 
tion you can find at http ://www. avaaz. 
org/en/petition/Pour_la_liberation_ 
de_tous_les_detenus_politiques_ma- 
rocains/. It is an appeal for all the po- 
litical prisoners and to save the lives of 
five imprisoned Moroccan student dem- 
onstrators, one of whom has been on a 
hunger strike since Dec. 1, 2011. Lives 
are at stake, and Avaaz petitions some- 
times work! Richard Greeman 

Montpellier, France 

A friend and I who met during Bos- 
nian protests in Chicago several years 
ago really liked Gerry Emmett's article 
on Bosnia. The Bosnian genocide was 
a terrible tragedy and we fear that the 
world has not learned to avoid such 
tragedies — for example, Rwanda, Iraq, 
Sudan and Syria. 

According to my Bosnian friend, 
if NATO troops leave, war would start 
tomorrow. The Dayton Accord is a tem- 
porary solution and not fair. Serbia re- 
ceived a much greater amount of Bos- 
nian land than the Bosnians. Close to 
300,000 were killed, plus many thou- 
sands of women were raped. 

Bosnian-American activist and a long- 
time troublemaker 
Chicago 

"Gurgaon in the industrial belt of 
Delhi is presented as the shining India, 
a symbol of capitalist success promising 
a better life for everyone. Behind the 
factory walls and in the side streets of 
the industrial areas, thousands of work- 
ers keep the rat race going, producing 
cars and scooters for the middle-waged 
classes which end up in the traffic jam 
on the new highway between Delhi and 
Gurgaon." This is how one of the articles 
in the GurgaonWorkersNews begins its 
documentation of what it calls "some 
of the developments in and around this 
miserable boom region." 

It is a valuable publication to 
read. Find how to get it via gurgaon- 
workersnews.wordpress.com. 

Internationalist 

Illinois 


CALL FOR CONVENTION 

Your Call for Convention posted at 
http ://newsandletters . org/Announce/ 
Call2012.asp feels like a statement to an 
already committed core group, yet there 
is a sense to try to open this up and com- 
municate to other people. The issues are 
laid out rather clearly. It says "there will 
never be a time when the movement is 
not under attack." It is very true. The 
right wing is out there. They will take 
whatever openings there are. 

Rich Y. 
Oakland 


THE 1992 LOS ANGELES REBELLION: TWENTY YEARS ON 

April 29, 2012, marks the 20th an- especially targeted by the media and 
niversary of the 1992 Los Angeles Re- remains incarcerated, 
hellion. When the barbaric beating of Conditions for the youth in blight- 

Rodney King by four L.A.RD. I 1 ed and underserved neigh- 

officers was videotaped and Vf|wy r1 ^ borhoods have not improved 

shown on national TV, the m uch since 1992. The effects 

youths of South Central Los Angeles of the high unemployment rate have 


and other impoverished areas could no 
longer contain their rage at the con- 
stant daily police harassment, brutal- 
ity and racism. The four police officers 
were subsequently acquitted in the 
trial in Simi Valley, a suburban white 
community where many police reside. 

When the verdict of "not guilty" 
was announced on April 29, the 
city erupted into three days of pro- 
tests, fires and looting. Over 12,000 
people were arrested and over 50 
people were killed by the National 
Guard and police. At the intersec- 
tion of Florence and Normandie, a 
white truck driver was pulled from his 
truck and beaten. Prosecutors stacked 
a plethora of charges on Lance Parker, 
Damian Williams, Keith Watson and 
Antwon Miller. Damian Williams was 


resulted in many social disruptions, 
constant police repression and today's 
massive prison industry. Immigra- 
tion and Customs Enforcement agents 
along with local police have waged a 
war on Latino immigrants, culminat- 
ing in thousands of working-class men 
and women being subjected to work- 
place raids, street arrests, detentions 
and deportations. 

On Saturday, April 28, there will 
be a memorial gathering at Florence 
and Normandie Avenue immediately 
followed by a Block Party on 71st where 
Maxine Waters will be keynote speak- 
er. There will be poetry, music and a 
multicultural potluck. All are invited 
to join us for a Unity Rally. 

Georgiana Williams 
Los Angeles 
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a question of revolution in permanence, of continuing 
the development beyond first negation, overthrow of the 
old regimes, on to a second negation, releasing mass 
creativity to construct a new human society. 

B. From Egypt to Bahrain, 
the struggle continues 

Having achieved partial success by ousting the old 
dictators, the revolutions in Tunisia, Egypt, Libya and 
Yemen have all faced serious setbacks. At the same 
time, the struggles continue, and voices from below 
make clear that a thoroughgoing, radical transforma- 
tion is what many of the participants are still fighting 
for. 

Take Egypt, where the combination of labor strikes, 
public square occupations and neighborhood self-de- 
fense represented a high point that refused to disap- 
pear with the toppling of President Hosni Mubarak. 

From the beginning of the revolutions in 
Tunisia and Egypt, we have singled out the vast 
flowering of different forms of self-organization 
by masses from below, of workplace struggles 
and of women’s challenge to sexism. The voices 
of people in Cairo’s Tahrir Square showed that 
many were reaching for freedom. 

One year later, the Muslim Brotherhood and the 
military council want to claim the mantle of revolution. 
Both came late to the revolution only in order to take 
it over. The Brotherhood and reactionary political Is- 
lamists known as Salafis dominated elections to Par- 
liament, showing once again that bourgeois elections 
do not equal freedom. One year ago, the Brotherhood 
promised not to try to dominate the new government 
and not to impose Islamic values on the country. In of- 
fice, they filled the panel to write a new constitution 
with political Islamists and virtually excluded women, 
youth, and the Christian minority. 

Since Mubarak's fall, young activists have been at- 
tacked by the police and jailed by military tribunals. 
Workers are still fighting for better wages and condi- 
tions and full recognition for their independent unions. 
Women have been pushed aside and subjected to vili- 
fication, street beatings and sexual assault. Far from 
being fooled, masses in the streets are calling for both 
the military and the Muslim Brotherhood to be toppled. 

Last year a youth in Tahrir Square declared, "Ev- 
erything is now possible. Horizons have opened up. We 
must now care for the revolution we have made." This 
year, on Jan. 25, at a rally in the Square marking one 
year since the first day of revolution, unemployed work- 
er Attiya Mohammed Attiya explained, "I am not here 
to celebrate. I am here for a second revolution." Others 
were chanting, "Revolution until victory, revolution in 
all of Egypt's streets!" 

In short, calls for revolution in permanence are in 
the air. It is crucial to reexamine some of the dominant 
assumptions held by the youth movement during the 
heady days of occupation of the Square and the down- 
fall of Hosni Mubarak. 

First, too many held the illusion that the goal 
should stop at getting rid of the dictatorship and es- 
tablishing conventional political democracy. The quest 
for democracy is indispensable, and at the same time 
represents a reach for freedom that goes much further. 

As we pointed out one year ago: "We do not overlook 
the importance of bringing down a police state and the 
prospect of a real improvement in human rights. How- 
ever, a far deeper democracy, a deeper freedom, was 
created in Cairo's Tahrir Square, and dissolving that is 
exactly what the rulers aim for." 4 

The revolutionary new beginnings in the 
multiple forms of mass self-organization and self- 
activity were pointing to a much deeper kind of 
freedom, but key activists in the April 6th Youth 
Movement were too ready to abandon those be- 
ginnings, viewing elections as the arena for com- 
petition of political currents. Foreseeing that the 
Muslim Brotherhood would take advantage of its 
long-established organization, they pushed for 
postponement of elections, but the Brotherhood 
had made a deal with the military to undercut 
revolution. 

Against a backdrop of Saudi money funneled to 
Salafis, weariness of economic disruption, and large 
segments of the population that had not been drawn 
into the revolution, the Brotherhood and the military 
used bourgeois elections to take the initiative away — 
temporarily — from the masses' self-activity, which is 
the only basis for a true, revolutionary democracy. 

We cannot overlook the contradictions in the wish 
to be "non-ideological." Ideas about what should hap- 
pen after the revolution, beyond "democracy," took a 
back seat in the name of unity against the dictatorship. 
In Part IV we shall return to how ideology was still very 
much present. For now let us recall a vital point from 
our new Middle East pamphlet: 

"It isn't that class is the sole characteristic of na- 


4. See 2011 Call for Plenum, http://newsandletters.org/An- 
nounce/Call2011.asp. 


tional liberation movements that revolutionaries can 
support. It is that the working class nature is its es- 
sence and it is that the revolutionaries and internation- 
al impact emerges from masses in motion.... This does 
not mean that we give up the struggle for self-determi- 
nation, Palestinian especially. It is that we do not nar- 
row our vision of the revolutionary struggle for a totally 
different world, on truly new Humanist foundations, 
the first necessity of which is the unity of philosophy 
and revolution." 5 

Crucially, the struggle continues, as it does in the 
other countries that are part of Arab Spring: 

• In Tunisia the Islamist Ennahda Party won con- 
stituent assembly elections. Nabil Karoui is on trial for 
blasphemy after broadcasting the feminist movie Perse- 
polis about the aftermath of the Iranian Revolution. 
Karoui was correct to declare, "This is a political trial. 
It is the trial of 10 million Tunisians who dreamed of 
having a democratic 
country." Salafists 
have taken to the 
streets, beating up 
journalists, harass- 
ing unveiled wom- 
en, calling for an 
Islamic Caliphate 
and demanding the 
closure of the coun- 
try's main theater. 

Thousands of coun- 
ter-protesters have 
come out as well, 
as have thousands 
protesting attacks 
on labor union halls. 

Strikes and sit-ins 
are frequent. 

• In Yemen 
the old president 
Saleh had to resign, 
but his relatives 
and close associates 
control the reins of 
power. Protesters 
still occupy Change 
Square in Sana'a, 
oil workers went on 
a national strike on 
March 14 over cor- 
rupt privatization, 
and women are still vociferously demanding equal 
rights. 

• In Bahrain the movement was harshly repressed 
with the help of Saudi and United Arab Emirates troops, 
but open demonstrations have recently restarted. 

While a superpower's involvement is for its own 
purposes and not to secure the freedom of the masses, 
it would be a mistake to ascribe all counter-revolution 
only to that. In our time, counter-revolution also keeps 
emerging from within revolutions. In each of the above 
cases, with or without U.S. military involvement, the 
masses are confronting a political structure friendly 
to international capital and hostile to workers, usu- 
ally with Islamists at the fore, though they were not 
prominent in any of the uprisings. And in each case the 
struggle continues. 

II. In the belly of the beast 

A. Occupy and anti-Occupy 

The very new phenomenon of the Occupy Move- 
ment brought this moment of revolutionary new begin- 
nings squarely to the U.S. Though not now a revolution, 
it nevertheless transformed the political atmosphere in 
the country and, even after most actual occupations 
were violently dismantled, revealed a new generation of 
youth engaged in breaking down barriers between dif- 
ferent movements and aiming to overturn the economic 
and political dominance of a tiny elite dubbed the 1%. 

Naturally, the movement contains conflicting ideas 
about how to overcome that domination. While some fo- 
cus on campaign finance reform, taxing the rich, and 
prosecuting bankers, and a few even want to find com- 
mon ground with the reactionary Tea Party, a deeper 
reach for freedom is there too. That is seen not only in 
what is explicitly voiced, but in the very form of taking 
public space from state-corporate control and making 
it truly public, and in the many-sided experiments at 
drawing participants into running the movement. 

For the movement to release its deepest po- 
tential would entail making that fully explicit not 
only as negation of elite domination but as nega- 
tion of that negation, construction of the new, a 
revolutionary reconstruction of society from the 
bottom up. 

Thus, workplace takeovers such as the workers' oc- 
cupation this February at Serious Energy — known to 
the world by its former name, Republic Windows and 
Doors, when the workers occupied it in 2008 — are not 
just an extension of a tactic to another field, but a re- 

5. "Lebanon: The Test Not Only of the PLO but the Whole Left." 


jection of the capitalists' monopoly of the means of la- 
bor and a small preview of workers' reappropriation of 
their own activity. That advance is crucial if we are to 
break down the domination of society by an elite, which 
is built on the alienation of labor. As will be discussed 
in Part IV, freely associated labor is needed to overcome 
this domination and the ideology that makes it appear 
natural. 

From the beginning of Occupy, a reach for new hu- 
man relations was manifested in experimentation with 
new forms of self-organization. Now the movement has 
spread out into neighborhoods and is trying to deepen 
participation by people of color and by workers. It has 
breathed new life into a wide range of activist groups. 

This includes new efforts to block evictions and 
take over unoccupied dwellings, at a time when, for in- 
stance, 3.5 million are homeless yet 18.5 million homes 
in the country are vacant. Occupy is looking ahead to 

big protests, including 
"Chicago Spring," which 
began April 7 and is 
leading up to the May 
Day labor/immigrant 
rally and actions against 
the NATO summit. One 
victory has already been 
won, with the specter of 
the protests chasing the 
G8 summit out of Chi- 
cago to secure and se- 
cluded Camp David. 

The rulers and their 
police forces have made 
clear how seriously they 
take the threat Occupy 
poses to the status quo. 
Their repression did 
not end with the violent 
clearing of occupations 
last November and De- 
cember. When the Oc- 
cupy the Midwest confer- 
ence brought hundreds 
of occupiers from several 
states to St. Louis, many 
set up camp in a park on 
March 15. Police ordered 
them to leave, but when 
they left cops jumped on 
them, pepper-spraying 
and beating several with batons and arresting 15. 6 

Two days later, when Liberty Plaza in New York 
City was reoccupied, police viciously attacked the occu- 
piers, beating and stomping many and dragging young 
women by their hair. They handcuffed Cecily McMil- 
lan and then watched her having seizures on the con- 
crete. Police punched an Occupy medic in the face and 
slammed him into a glass door, breaking it. While car- 
rying another man onto a bus, they slammed his head 
against the door and several seats. 

Occupiers responded by reinforcing their coales- 
cence with New Yorkers of color who live with the 
NYPD's daily racial profiling, "stop and frisk," and bru- 
tality, even murder. Many voices — Black, Latino and 
white — came together in the March 20 demonstration 
against police terror, and again in New York's Million 
Hoodie March calling for justice for Trayvon Martin. 

Brute force is not the only type of repression lev- 
eled against the movement. In preparation for the ex- 
pected massive protests against the NATO summit in 
May, Chicago Mayor Rahm Emanuel pushed through 
his "Sit Down and Shut Up" anti-protest ordinance, fol- 
lowed by an attempt to deny a permit for the May 20 
anti-NATO march — even though it had previously ap- 
proved a permit for the day before, when the G8 was 
still planning to meet in Chicago. 

An ominous precedent for what could happen be- 
fore the summit, as well as during this summer's politi- 
cal party conventions, was set at the 2008 Republican 
Party convention in St. Paul, Minn. The FBI infiltrated 
protest groups. Police and sheriff s deputies raided five 
buildings, including the house hosting the I-Witness 
Video collective. During the convention, police repeat- 
edly assaulted demonstrators, arresting nearly 800, in- 
cluding medics, legal observers and over 30 journalists. 
Eight people were charged with "conspiracy to riot in 
furtherance of terrorism" — the first terrorism charges 
under the Minnesota version of the Patriot Act. 7 

The Obama administration has not only continued 
but intensified the Bush administration's clampdown 
on civil liberties. President Obama signed the "anti- 
Occupy" law March 8, which is actually a renewal and 
strengthening of existing legislation used, among other 
things, to keep protesters bottled up in "free speech 

continued on p. 8 

6. See "Police Violence Against Occupy comes to the Midwest," 
Occupied Chicago Tribune, April 12, 2012, http://occupied- 
chicagotribune.org/2012/04/police-violence-against-occupy- 
comes-to-the-midwest/. 

7. Public pressure forced the prosecutor to drop the flagrantly 
political "terrorism" charges against the activists. 



Participants sit in front of the tent city erected at 63rd and Woodlawn to demand 
that Chicago's mental health clinics stay open. Patients had barricaded them- 
selves inside the Woodlawn clinic on April 12, with Occupy Chicago supporters 
blockading the doors from the outside. Police broke in the next morning, arresting 
23. Participants in the Mental Health Movement and Occupy Chicago then set up 
the tent city, which police evicted on April 17. That did not stop the protest pres- 
ence, including a city-wide Occupy General Assembly. The occupation is part of a 
campaign, led by patients from all 12 threatened clinics, to defend Chicago mental 
health clinics from closure and privatization, which Mayor Rahm Emanuel (aka 
Mayor 1%) is pushing for. Demands include: Keep all 12 city mental health clinics 
public, open, fully funded and fully staffed; stop plans to privatize Chicago's seven 
neighborhood health centers; hire more doctors, therapists, nurses, social workers 
and other clinic staff; reinstate the drug assistance program; expand the public 
mental health safety net to cover unmet community need. "We are not going to be 
turned around. This is a question of life and death for us and we will not give up the 
fight," said Linda Hatcher, one of the patients who were arrested. 
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zones" out of sight of major events like the summit, 
and away from news cameras. Obama also signed the 
National Defense Authorization Act, which allows in- 
definite military detention of citizens and non-citizens 
without trial. 

It was under this administration that the FBI raid- 
ed anti-war activists' homes in several cities in Septem- 
ber 2010. And this administration has prosecuted more 
government whistleblowers under the Espionage Act 
than all previous administrations combined. It is trying 
to destroy Wikileaks and is prosecuting Army intelli- 
gence analyst Bradley Manning for allegedly 
leaking a classified video that showed Amer- 
ican troops shooting Iraqi civilians from an 
Apache helicopter in 2007, and thousands of 
other secret documents. 

B. From Trayvon to Tulsa 

The heating up of state repression is 
made infinitely more dangerous by the pri- 
vate forces of counter-revolution — not only 
corporations like Stratfor, known as the 
"shadow CIA," and mercenary Blackwater 
(renamed Academi), but also white suprem- 
acist private border patrols and self-appoint- 
ed neighborhood watch vigilantes. When 
news spread of yet another Black youth 
gunned down for no reason, Trayvon Martin 
became the symbol of the violence and injus- 
tice of racist USA. 

The fact that a vigilante in a Sanford, 

Fla., gated community could kill an unarmed 
17 -year-old — without even being arrested — 
spoke even louder than the thinly veiled rac- 
ist rhetoric of Republican presidential candi- 
dates. Outrage broke out into protests coast 
to coast, "million hoodie marches," and walk- 
outs by thousands of students at 50 Florida 
high schools. 

Many protesters drew a comparison to 
the Mississippi lynching of 14-year-old Em- 
mett Till in 1955 by two white men who went 
free. An African American in Chicago commented, "This 
is what they want to do to all of us." When it comes to 
organized vigilante groups, the mission is to search and 
destroy people of color. It cannot be separated from the 
politicians' rhetoric on one side and the racist workings 
of the criminal injustice system on the other. The ran- 
dom shootings of five Blacks in Tulsa brought home the 
message that it is open season on people of color — and 
it brought calls to end the "conspiracy of silence" about 
the too-little-remembered 1921 Tulsa race riot, one of 
the country's worst, in which 300 African Americans 
were killed and a whole section of town was burned to 
the ground. 

The parallel that the ruling class is most worried 
about is what Emmett Till's murder helped set loose: 
the Freedom Now movement of the 1950s and 1960s. 
Closer to the present is the Los Angeles Rebellion of 
exactly 20 years ago, sparked by the outrageous April 
29, 1992, acquittal of the police officers whose brutal 
beating of Rodney King was videotaped. That rebellion 
involved African Americans, Latinos and white youth. 

The specter looming today is that of Black and La- 
tino revolt coalescing with white youth and labor, fa- 
cilitated by the Occupy Movement. That motivates the 
character assassination of Trayvon Martin, complete 
with fake photoshopped pictures, just as surely as it 
motivates the Tea Party rhetoric portraying healthcare 
reform, birth control, abortion and foreclosure pro- 
tection as power grabs by an Other spearheaded by a 
Black President. 

In truth, the ongoing struggles over prison, hous- 
ing, public service cuts, closing of mental health cen- 
ters, attacks on public employees, and voting rights af- 
fect people of color more, and they involve all races. 

C. Against the war on women 

What's rightfully being called the "War on Wom- 
en" likewise affects poor and minority women most 
strongly, but also all races and genders. While much 
of the outrage has been directed at the fascistic attack 
on women's reproductive rights — ballooning from the 
assault against abortion rights to going after birth con- 
trol — the war on women is much broader and deeper. 

Look at the ramifications of the gutting of welfare 
under Clinton-Gingrich in 1996. A new report from the 
National Poverty Center released in February used the 
World Bank's measure of poverty to look at poor fami- 
lies in the U.S. The number of households in the U.S. 
trying to survive on $2 or less per day per person shot 
up by 130% from 1996 to reach 1.46 million households 
in 2011. The number of children living in extreme pov- 
erty doubled to 2.8 million. The study concludes that 
"the percentage growth in extreme poverty... was great- 
est among" households "headed by single mothers or 
disadvantaged minorities." Furthermore, "This growth 
has been concentrated among those groups that were 
most affected by the 1996 welfare reform." * * 8 

8. "Extreme Poverty in the United States, 1996-2011," 


President Clinton's 1996 destruction of welfare is 
now taking a savage toll on poor women and their chil- 
dren. Women — and poor women in particular — are los- 
ing their right to control their own bodies, not just abor- 
tion, but birth control and healthcare. Last year alone, 
80 new restrictions on abortion rights were enacted by 
state legislatures, up from 23 in 2010. The first attack 
on women's newly won right to abortion was the 1976 
Hyde Amendment barring the use of federal money to 
pay for them. That set a precedent that it was somehow 
OK for the federal government, an old boys club if there 
ever was one, to legislate on what can or cannot happen 

to a woman's body. The 
debate around access to 
contraception — under 
the ruse of religious 
freedom — follows from 
the Hyde Amendment. 

So successful have 
anti-abortion fanat- 
ics become that the 
only clinic where abor- 
tions are performed in 
Mississippi may close. 
Governor Phil Bryant 
bragged, "As governor, 
I will continue to work 
to make Mississippi 
abortion-free." Missis- 
sippi House Bill 1390 
requires all doctors who 
perform abortions to 
have admitting privi- 
leges at a local hospital 
and be board certified 
in obstetrics and gyne- 
cology — a requirement 
specifically designed to 
force the clinic to close. 
Hospitals can refuse 
admitting privileges to 
physicians, and Jack- 
son's two church-affili- 
ated hospitals may well do so. When abortion is illegal, 
women die from illegal back-alley butcher abortions, so 
Bryant was lying when he proclaimed: "This legislation 
is an important step in strengthening abortion regula- 
tions and protecting the health and safety of women." 
Meanwhile, anti-abortion violence continues, as in the 
April 1 firebombing of a Planned Parenthood clinic in 
Grand Chute, Wise. 

Women's renewed vigor for fighting back was her- 
alded by the unanticipated reaction to Susan G. Ko- 
men for the Cure's decision to cut funding to Planned 
Parenthood. The outcry that forced Komen to back 
down was soon followed by calls for a National Protest 
Against the War on Women. 9 Women in all 50 states 
quickly planned their own protests to complement the 
national protest in Washington, all on April 28. 

So potent has been the outpouring of support 
that the mainstream national women’s organiza- 
tions eventually had to get on board too, despite 
their initial silence. Yet the Left by and large still 
has women’s liberation on the back burner, and 
in some corners has even been penetrated by 
ambivalence about abortion rights. At the same 
time, women’s demonstrations on a number of 
fronts have been proliferating as the inhumanity 
of the war on women rolls on like a blitzkrieg. 

Fightbacks are emerging from many Subjects of 
revolt. The attacks on women, on immigrants, on work- 
ers, on the homeless, on Queers, on people of color, are 
all part of one counter-revolutionary onslaught: 

The anti-Gay backlash, together with the war on 
women's self-determination, forms an important pillar 
of the theocratic fascism exemplified by Rick Santorum, 
whose strong showing in the primaries did not secure 
him the nomination but does reflect the potential for a 
mass base for fascism. 

Attacks on immigrants continue with laws like Ari- 
zona's and Alabama's drawing protests, with another 
combined immigrant/labor May Day march coming up. 
While immigration has declined, deportations have hit 
record highs close to 400,000 a year. 

The attacks on labor brought on the whole Wiscon- 
sin outburst, which is far from finished. Connections 
have been developing between workers and occupations 
such as Oakland's. Just the threat of Occupy Oakland 
mobilizing in Seattle forced the port to back away from 
opening a non-union terminal in Longview, Wash. 

Internationally, ever newer and more widespread 
labor and peasant revolts in China are a signal to North 
American workers beset with a race to the bottom in 
wages and conditions. The China-to-Walmart economy 
has reached the point where California warehouse 
workers are illegally paid sometimes less than half of 


National Poverty Center Policy Brief #28, February 2012; 

http ://npc . umich . edu/ publications/policy_briefs/br ief2 8/poli- 

cy brief28.pdf. 

9. See "New Attacks on Women Take Fascistic Turn," Edito- 

rial in the March-April 2012 N&L. 


minimum wage. 10 

Minds are the target as more and more laws man- 
date public schools be propaganda machines, from 
Arizona's prohibition of ethnic studies to Tennessee's 
new "monkey bill" encouraging teachers to disparage 
evolution and the science of climate change — just at the 
time when the toll taken by extreme weather around 
the planet is raising the alarm. 11 

The question is whether Subjects will unite with 
each other and unite theory and practice in so total a 
way as to unleash the power of a vision of building a 
revolutionary society on new human foundations. 

III. Paths of destruction 

A. From war to war to war 

War is one of the rulers' most potent counter-rev- 
olutionary weapons when faced with economic crises 
and revolt. With a military stretched thin, one eye on 
China, and the failures of Iraq and Afghanistan hang- 
ing over their heads, the Pentagon is not pushing for 
war against Iran. But the Romney-Santorum-Gingrich 
chorus, joined by many members of Congress, keeps 
beating the war drums, and the Israeli government is 
pushing hard for war. While publicly trying to cool the 
heated pro-war tumult, the Obama administration re- 
portedly offered Israel more powerful bunker-busting 
bombs if they agree to delay a strike on Iran until 2013. 
At the same time, the Pentagon is alarmed by a simula- 
tion they ran of an Israeli strike on Iran. It concluded 
that such a strike would most likely lead to a regional 
war, and the U.S. would be drawn into it regardless of 
its intentions, resulting in hundreds of troop deaths. 

However irrational the path to war is, its siren 
song is compelling to rulers. 12 That is not alone because 
of the brinksmanship of leaders playing chicken with 
millions of lives. It is above all because of the pressure 
building up from the tectonic plates clashing beneath 
the surface of capitalism in deep economic crisis. At a 
time when globalized capitalist industry and trade are 
depleting natural resources and undermining the envi- 
ronmental conditions that sustain civilization, compe- 
tition is aggravated by rising demand for energy and 
water. The workings of capitalism's law of motion drive 
rival powers toward conflict. 

Therefore, truly opposing war entails opposing the 
social bases from which it comes. The urgent need is to 
struggle to stop war against Iran and at the same time 
"not narrow our vision of the revolutionary struggle for 
a totally different world, on truly new Humanist foun- 
dations, the first necessity of which is the unity of phi- 
losophy and revolution." 13 Taking the side of one set of 
rulers or another undermines opposition to war. 

The distance of much of the Left from such a fully 
revolutionary perspective is measured in the choice to 
follow various state powers that claim to oppose U.S. 
hegemony — that is, to merge the anti-war struggle with 
acceptance of counter-revolutionary anti-imperialism, 

continued on p. 9 

10. See "Warehouse workers say abuses are systemic," by 
Lilly Fowler, March 5, 2012, http://www.msnbc.msn.com/ 
id/46597603/ns/business-us_biisiness/#.T3damNXwCuO. 

11. See "ALEC Climate Change Denial Model Bill Passes in 
Tennessee," by Steve Horn, http://www.desmogblog.com/ 
alec-climate-change-denial-model-bill-passes-tennessee; 
and "Climate change denial: Attack on the minds of hu- 
manity," by Franklin Dmitryev, http://dmitryev.wordpress. 
com/2011/01/05/239/. 

12. Fifty years ago in October 1962, in the Cuban Missile Cri- 
sis, Kennedy and Khrushchev took the world to the brink of 
nuclear annihilation. See "Marxist-Humanism vs. the U.S. 
Blockade of Cuba, the Russian Missile Bases There, Fidel 
Castro's 'Selective' Party, All Playing with Nuclear Holo- 
caust," Oct. 25, 1962, Political Letter by Raya Dunayevskaya. 

13. "Lebanon: The Test Not Only of the PLO but the Whole 
Left." 
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such as that of the rulers of Iran. 14 Some anti-war dem- 
onstrations have even excluded leftist Iranians who op- 
pose the Islamic Republican regime of Iran; some have 
barred denunciations of Syria's Assad. 

As yet, a majority in the U.S. opposes strikes on Iran 
by either the U.S. or Israel. One factor is the meltdown 
of the occupation of Afghanistan. The massacre of 17 
Afghan civilians, including nine children, by Staff Sgt. 
Robert Bales was only the latest in a series of events 



Afghan women march to the Afghan parliament April 14 protesting 
horrific conditions for women there. See "Women Worldwide," p. 2. 


that prove it is no aberration. The Koran burnings, the 
desecration of Afghan corpses, the everyday brutality 
with which NATO soldiers treat civilians, 15 the continu- 
ing night raids that terrorize civilians, all reveal the 
barbarism and hatred pervading the occupation. 

Far from "winning hearts and minds," the pro- 
tracted occupation has resurrected the fortunes of the 
misogynist, ethnocentric, counter-revolutionary Tal- 
iban — responsible for 80% of civilian killings. The cor- 
rupt, U.S. -allied Karzai government, under which the 
oppression of women almost matches that of the Tal- 
iban, is hardly a credible alternative. 

One-third of all U.S. troop deaths in Afghanistan 
this year have been at the hands of Afghan troops. On 
top of all that, Pakistan has blocked military supply 
trucks from entering Afghanistan. 

The occupation is so moribund that 69% of Ameri- 
cans chose "U.S. should not be involved in Afghanistan" 
in a survey. About half said Obama's withdrawal time- 
table is too slow. When Newt Gingrich referred to the 
occupation as "very likely... a mission that we're going 
to discover is not doable," his Republican competitors 
did not even bother accusing him of "cutting and run- 
ning." As in the dying days of the Vietnam War, the 
leaders know they have lost but dare not admit it, so 
the slaughter drags on. That includes even President 
Obama, who secured the 2008 nomination on the basis 
of his supposed rejection of the Iraq war. 

The U.S. significantly weakened itself with that 
war. A swift battlefield victory led to a nine-year vio- 
lent occupation, together with widespread sectarian, 
"honor" and homophobic killings and degraded living 
conditions in much of the country. Contrary to the plan, 
Iranian influence in the region has been strengthened, 
especially in Iraq. The Iraqi government's refusal to 
grant legal impunity to U.S. troops forced their with- 
drawal, after which the U.S. had to scale back drastical- 
ly its plans for a massive presence of embassies, spies 
and mercenaries. 16 The rulers had to face the limits of 
what the "greatest country in the world" can do — lim- 
its set not only by imperial overreach but by the deep 
global economic crisis. After all, the maintenance of 
the world's most colossal military machine — more than 
half of world military spending — places a huge burden 
on the economy, which cannot go on forever in the face 
of stagnation. 

B. Economy and ecology 

The Great Recession, officially declared over in 
2009, lingers on in the impoverishment of millions, 
with Black America hardest hit, even as corporations 
rake in record profits. In March unemployment was of- 
ficially 8.2% — for Blacks, 14.0%, double that of whites. 
Those figures would be higher if they included involun- 
tary part-timers and "discouraged workers." Just 14.7% 
of Black teens had jobs. The national poverty rate had 
risen to 15.1%, and nearly twice that for Blacks and 
Hispanics. 

The recession, and especially predatory loans fol- 
lowed by predatory foreclosures, destroyed decades of 
slow erosion of racial economic inequality. Net worth of 
Black households plummeted to less than what it was 

14. Our new pamphlet of Marxist -Humanist Writings on the 
Middle East roots its analysis of counter-revolutionary anti- 
imperialism in the actual dialectics of revolution and coun- 
ter-revolution in Iran 1979. Its meaning is obscured today 
by the rewriting of history as if that had been an "Islamic 
Revolution," rather than a social revolution with many con- 
tradictions that led to its capture by counter-revolutionary 
Islamists. 

15. See Neil Shea, "Afghanistan: A Gathering Menace: Trav- 
eling with U.S. Troops Gives Insights into the Recent Mas- 
sacre," The American Scholar, Spring 2012, http://theameri- 
canscholar. org/ a-gathering-menace/ 

16. Yet the Pentagon's 2013 budget request includes $2.9 bil- 
lion for "Iraq activities." 


in 1984, leaving average wealth of Black households at 
just 5% of that of whites. 

In the last four years, there have been nearly 13 
million foreclosure filings, with many more projected 
for several years to come. State and local legislatures 
stepped up to the challenge of growing homelessness 
by further criminalizing homeless people. San Fran- 
cisco passed an ordinance against sitting or lying on 
the sidewalk. Memphis gave official blessing to police 
harassment by creating "No-Panhandling Zones" in the 
downtown area. As always, capitalist democracy oper- 
ates in the spirit articulated by Anatole France in 1894: 

"The law, in its majestic equality, forbids the rich 
as well as the poor to sleep under bridges, to beg in the 
streets, and to steal bread." 

Across the Atlantic, capitalism's decay is seen in 
Europe's barbaric austerity programs, especially in 
Greece — and in the revolts against these conditions. 
What Greeks are calling the dictatorship of European 
capital, with Germany in the lead, has forced on their 
country an austerity program that includes firing one- 
fifth of public employees, cutting the minimum wage by 
22%, and slashing pensions. Those are only highlights 
of the latest round of austerity, imposed at a time when 
youth unemployment is near 50%, the suicide rate has 
shot up, stores are closing in droves, and many people 
who still have jobs have not been paid in months. 

No economic recovery for Greece is envisioned by 
the European Union plan, but only a bailout of inter- 
national financial capital and a desperate attempt to 
stop the crisis from enveloping all of Europe. Some 
European leaders are calling for debt repayment to be 
the absolute priority for Greece's treasury, even before 
such necessities as wages, healthcare, and food pro- 
vision. Greeks have been fighting back with general 
strikes, huge demonstrations in cities all across the 
country, and occupations, which have moved from Syn- 
tagma Square in Athens to neighborhoods. (See "'We 
Are All Greeks,"' March-April 2012 N&L.) At the same 
time, the economic crisis and disintegrative forces in 
the European Union have created openings for outright 
fascism. Not only is the neo-Nazi "Golden Dawn" gain- 
ing popularity in Greece, the fascist LAOS party was 
briefly part of the government, and even the Socialist 
Party is scapegoating immigrants. 

Revolt is Europe-wide. In Spain, where unemploy- 
ment is even higher than in Greece, millions went on 
general strike on March 29 on the eve of a new round of 
austerity. Many strike participants have been involved 



Marchers in Valencia during Spain's March 29 general strike. These 
signs refer to a strike of caregivers, domestic workers and nurses. 


in the activities of the indignados , whose occupation of 
Madrid's Puerta del Sol drew from Tahrir Square in 
Egypt and helped inspire Occupy Wall Street. Though 
the occupation ended last June, the movement contin- 
ues. Spain, which has plunged back into recession, has 
experienced a surge of eviction blockades and protests 
over the past year, including a wave of solidarity pro- 
tests after a high school walkout was attacked by police 
in February. 17 

Many left as well as mainstream economists point 
to "economic growth" rather than austerity as what is 
needed to address the crisis of joblessness. One of the 
extremely serious contradictions that entails is the en- 
vironmental fallout from capitalist growth. The more 
the economy grows, the more it degrades the planet, 
through pollution, squandering of natural resources, or 
direct destruction of ecosystems that are turned into 
plantations, pastures, mines, roads or cities. 

Consider how this plays out in ongoing climate 
change, or rather climate chaos. More than 42 million 
people in Asia have been displaced by climate-related 
disasters in the last two years. 18 All the big carbon- 
emitting countries have failed to rein in their green- 
house gas emissions. Instead, production keeps grow- 
ing and, with it, so do energy use and carbon dioxide 
emissions. Europe's numbers look best, but that is a 
mirage because so much of its industrial production 


17. See "Spain's general strike is also a day of action for the 
99%, " by Katharine Ainger, 3/27/2012 Guardian, http:// 
www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2012/mar/27/spain-gen- 
eral-strike-99-per-cent. 

18. See the Asian Development Bank's report at http://www. 
adb.org/publications/addressing-climate-change-and-migra- 
tion-asia-and-pacific?ref=themes/climate-change/publica- 
tions. 


has been shifted to China, only to be shipped back to 
Europe, generating even more emissions. Much-touted 
biofuels are often produced by transforming forests into 
industrial plantations, displacing indigenous peoples 
and canceling out emission savings because of the de- 
struction of trees. 

In the U.S. politicians are afraid even to mouth the 
phrase "climate change," except to deny its reality. The 
substitute formulas touted by the administration — 
"investing in technology," "all of the above," and "en- 
ergy independence" — resolve in practice to using more 
renewable energy and burning more fossil fuels. 

In short, there is an insuperable contradiction be- 
tween capitalist economy, whether in or out of crisis, 
and the environmental conditions necessary to sustain 
human civilization. 

Even so mainstream a group as the intergovern- 
mental Organization for Economic Cooperation and 
Development warned in March about "alarming" pros- 
pects of "irreversible changes that could endanger two 
centuries of rising living standards" due to climate 
change and other factors such as species extinctions 
and freshwater depletion. 19 

Last year's famine in the Horn of Africa reveals 
what it means in human terms. The starving chil- 
dren displayed on newscasts, the tens of thousands 
of deaths, and the flight of nearly one million Soma- 
lis to other countries, were not just products of climate 
change — let alone of just "nature" — but of the way the 
crumbling global capitalist order is responding to cli- 
mate change. 20 Today, the UN warns that looming fam- 
ine threatens 15 million people in West Africa. 

Across the planet, and especially in Sub-Saha- 
ran Africa and small island states threatened by ris- 
ing seas, the struggle to deal rationally with climate 
change is spreading — and it involves confronting what 
are the social foundations of its continued exacerbation. 
While a number of observers have connected food riots 
and rebellions in Africa to climate change, they cannot 
be reduced to one factor. 

Asked about views of the Arab Spring in Sub-Saha- 
ran Africa, a Senegalese told N&L: "The revolutionary 
spirit is very much alive and all are wondering if they 
can make it happen in their own countries." 

That is seen in what happened to 45 Zimbabweans. 
Just for watching and discussing a video on the Arab 
Spring in Feb. 2011, they were thrown in jail, tortured, 
and accused of treason, which allows a death sentence. 
International solidarity made the state drop charges on 
all but six, who were given suspended sentences. On 
the day of sentencing, hundreds of supporters of the 
defendants packed the courtroom or protested outside. 

IV. Marx's Humanism today 

" The commodity form of the products of labor be- 
came a fetish because of the perverse relationship of 
subject to object — of living labor to dead capital. Rela- 
tions between men appear as the relation between things 
because in our alienated society that is all ' they really 
are. ' Dead capital is the master of living labor. The fe- 
tishism of commodities is the opiate that, to use a Hege- 
lian expression, passes itself off as 'the very nature of 
the mind' to all except the proletariat who daily suf- 
fer from the domination of dead labor, the stranglehold 
of the machine. Therefore, concludes Marx, no one can 
strip the fetishism from the commodities except freely 
associated labor.'' — Raya Dunayevskaya, "Marx's 
Humanism Today" 21 

The accelerating plunge to climate chaos, the nev- 
er-ending unemployment and austerity, the domination 
of politics by a small elite, the worldwide struggles to 
reverse these conditions, all point to the urgent need to 
uproot capitalism. 

While that task can only be accomplished by mass- 
es in motion, history shows that revolutions cannot suc- 
ceed without being grounded in a philosophy of revolu- 
tion. Even when the old regime has been overthrown, 
let alone when that has only been halfway achieved, the 
relations and ideas of the old order find ways of rear- 
ing their heads — not only through the economic and 
military power of the old, but from the contradictions 
within the revolution. 

We saw earlier that tendencies in Egypt have been 
pushing in opposite directions. Will the move toward 
democracy be a stepping stone for mass self-activity 
toward greater freedom, or will it be confined, as the 
capitalists and their representatives wish, to a form 
without real content? 

The latter tendency knows how to take advan- 
tage of the wish to be "non-ideological." Especially at 
the beginning of the struggle, given the pressing need 
for masses to unite in opposition to Mubarak's regime, 

continued onp. 10 

19. See http://www.oecd.Org/document/ll/0, 3746, en_2649_ 

37465_49036555_l_l_l_37465,00.html. 

20. See "Somalia famine, climate and capitalism," Sept.-Oct. 
2011 N&L. 

21. "Marx's Humanism Today," originally published in Erich 
Fromm's 1965 symposium Socialist Humanism, is included 
in our forthcoming book of selected writings by Raya Du- 
nayevskaya on Karl Marx. 
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ideas about what should happen after the revolution, 
beyond "democracy," took a back seat in the name of uni- 
ty against the dictatorship. But ideology was still very 
much present. What was not banished was the ideology 

that does not seem like ide- 
ology because it flows from 
everyday life: what Karl 
Marx termed the fetishism 
of commodities. The most 
basic unfree relations seem 
natural and inescapable 
because, in capitalism, peo- 
ple are treated as things 
and things rule. The alien- 
ation of workers from their 
own activity — expressed as 
the value-form — appears 
to have no alternative. 
Liberty is confined to the 
political sphere, and the 
economy appears to have a 
will of its own that cannot 
be controlled. 

Self-activity is at the 
heart of Karl Marx's phi- 
losophy, which opposes 
the fetishism of commodi- 
ties and grasps its absolute opposite, freely associated 
labor, as what is needed to transcend it. At the same 
time, today's struggles demand recognizing that mul- 
tiple subjects of revolution are confronting multiple di- 
mensions of alienation. The full development of these 
concepts in Marx's philosophy of revolution in perma- 
nence is projected in our forthcoming book of selected 
writings by Raya Dunayevskaya on Karl Marx. 

Her Marxist-Humanism saw in Marx's analysis of 
fetishism both the ideology and the reality of the value 
form as the domination of dead labor over living labor, 
and in addition its absolute opposite, the future in the 
present. 

While the occupation of Tahrir Square did not 
match the Paris Commune of 1871 in transforming 
relationships in the workplace, what Marx wrote of 
the Commune applies: what was greatest was its own 
working existence. As Dunayevskaya wrote in "Marx's 
Humanism Today," 22 the total reorganization of society 
embodied in the Commune shed light on the form of 
value and its impact on thought. 

The value of a commodity is determined by the la- 
bor objectified in it. The fact that labor appears to be a 
characteristic of the commodity, a thing, reflects how 
the capitalist labor process turns the worker, living la- 
bor, into a thing, an appendage to the machine. This 
dehumanization is the expression of a system of pro- 
duction and social relationships where dead labor dom- 
inates living labor. Dunayevskaya shows how Marx's 
theory probes all of this as both alienated labor and 
as revealing what is needed to negate alienation and 
achieve a whole new human dimension through freely 
associated labor: 

"Marx created special economic categories not only 
to expound his theory of value and surplus- value, but 
also to show how degraded human relations were at 
the point of production itself. By splitting the catego- 
ry of labor into labor as activity and labor power as a 
commodity — as if the laborer could indeed disjoint his 
hands from his body and have them retain their func- 
tion — Marx was able to show that, since labor power 
cannot be so disembodied, it is the laborer himself who 
enters the factory. And in the factory, continues Marx, 
the laborer's ability becomes a mere appendage to a 
machine and his concrete labor is reduced to a mass of 
congealed, abstract labor." 23 

That reified reality is precisely why ideology ap- 
pears non-ideological: 

"Under capitalistic conditions of production, phi- 
losophy had been reduced to an ideology, i.e., false con- 
sciousness. The categories of thought proper to capi- 
talistic production were uncritically accepted by all.... 
The fetishism of commodities is the opiate that, to use 
a Hegelian expression, passes itself off as 'the very na- 

22. "Marx's Humanism Today" was quoted at the beginning of 
Part IV. This is one of the pieces that will be in the forthcom- 
ing book. 

23. Quoted from "Marx's Humanism Today." 




"Marx's Humanism Today" was 
first published in Erich Fromm's 
international symposium Social- 
ist Humanism. 


ture of the mind' to all except the proletariat who daily 
suffer from the domination of dead labor, the strangle- 
hold of the machine. Therefore, concludes Marx, no one 
can strip the fetishism from the commodities except 
freely associated labor. " 24 

To truly cut through ideology requires, not putting 
off discussion of ideas about how deep social change 
needs to be, but actually getting to the root of the so- 
cial relationships from which false consciousness em- 
anates, and listening to the voices of the Subjects of 
revolution, the workers, the women, the youth, the na- 
tional minorities. As Dunayevskaya shows in this essay, 
Marx transformed his economic theory, as well as his 
concept of what theory is, under the impact of the work- 
ers' movement for a shorter working day after the Civil 
War, and his theory of fetishism was deepened by the 
Paris Commune. 

Crucially, Dunayevskaya' s comprehension of fetish- 
ism goes beyond where most other theoreticians stop. 
The theory of fetishism encompasses not only first nega- 
tion, what we must oppose, but second negation, what is 
needed to create the new — specifically, freely associated 
labor as what is needed to abrogate the law of value, 
strip the fetishism from labor's product, and establish 
freedom. This is one way the new book will illuminate 
the significance of grasping Marx's body of ideas as a 
philosophy of revolution in permanence. 

The contradictions being suffered by the current 
revolutions and movements are again showing what an 
urgent practical matter it is to be armed with a phi- 
losophy of revolution in permanence — based on a vision 
of total uprooting, knowing that the overthrow of the 
old is only the first act of revolution. Such a vision is 
needed to continue revolution's self-development until 
a totally new social order is established. 

24. Quoted from "Marx's Humanism Today." 


V. Marxist-Humanist Tasks 

We will prepare ourselves for the publication of the 
collection of Selected Writings by Raya Dunayevskaya 
on Marx. In all kinds of activities, we will work out con- 
cretely how it will be part of our participation in the 
freedom movements and today's battle of ideas. 

We will bring the new pamphlet of Marxist-Hu- 
manist Writings on the Middle East into anti-war and 
solidarity actions, international correspondence and 
theoretical explorations, as an avenue for releasing the 
power of philosophy as a force of revolution. 

We will continue News & Letters , the only Marxist- 
Humanist journal in the world, as a print publication 
and on our website. That work will involve creatively 
eliciting the new voices from movements like Occupy 
Wall Street and revolutions like those of the Arab 
Spring. Just as importantly, it will involve new theoret- 
ical-philosophical essays as part of concretely working 
out the previous two tasks. 

We will develop new discoveries of Marxist-Human- 
ism and the writings of Raya Dunayevskaya — through 
our redesigned website, our newspaper, our activity in 
meetings and protests, or other avenues — into new re- 
lationships with the Marxist-Humanist body of ideas 
and News and Letters Committees as the organization 
grounded in them. 

Membership growth remains an urgent task to 
make possible carrying out our perspectives on the way 
to revolution and the creation of a new world on truly 
human foundations. Dialectics of Organization and 
Philosophy, which involves the integrality of organiza- 
tion of thought with organization of living revolution- 
aries, remains abstract if it becomes separated from 
organizational growth. 

—The Resident Editorial Board, April 15, 2012 


Justice for ALL the Ikayvon Martins 


Los Angeles — Protests against the murder on Feb. 
26 of unarmed 17 -year-old Trayvon Martin by George 
Zimmerman, an armed neighborhood watch volunteer 
in a gated community in Sanford, Fla., exploded across 


dena police, including a woman, all of whom were Black 
except for one Latino youth. Occupy L.A. and L.A.'s Oc- 
cupy the Hood were among groups supporting this ac- 
tion. 



the U.S. Zimmerman, who remained free for weeks, 
claiming he killed Martin in "self-defense" and hiding 
behind Florida's Stand Your Ground law, was finally ar- 
rested for Trayvon's murder on April 11. 

There were many protests in Los Angeles, in- 
cluding at Leimert Park in a Black community, and 
downtown. On April 9, a crowd of about 500 Blacks 
with support from white and brown activists gathered 
in Persian Square downtown. We listened to music, 
signed letters of protest, had small discussion groups 
and heard speakers, including activists from different 
organizations, and several Black actors. We marched 
for six blocks in silence to City Hall where a short rally 
was held. A woman organizer said: "This is not just a 
march, it's a movement!" 

Though this demonstration was smaller by several 
thousand than the ones for Trayvon a week or two ear- 
lier, what made it important is that it included protests 
against many other unarmed victims of police killings. 
There were multiple signs with the name and photo of 
each victim and the words "Justice for Trayvon Martin" 
above their website: www.mhoodies.org. 

The next day, April 10, several Black groups orga- 
nized a rally at the Pasadena City Hall protesting the 
recent killing of Kendrec McDade, an unarmed 19-year- 
old college student, by the Pasadena police. McDade 
was shot on March 24 after a false report that he had 
robbed a person at gunpoint. 

A Black woman speaker said this is not a war 
against the Pasadena police: "We just want justice." 
McDade's father said, "I've been in Pasadena for a long 
time seeing this happen over and over. Someone has to 
be held accountable." 

Protestors held signs for Martin and for McDade 
and over ten other unarmed youths killed by the Pasa- 


There are a tremendous num- 
ber of things that go on where no- 
body does anything. Then something 
sparks people like the murder of 
Trayvon Martin. Now there are dem- 
onstrations everywhere, and people 
are starting to talk about all those 
other shootings, mostly targeting 
young Black men. 

— Basho 

♦ 

Chicago — On Saturday, March 24, 
300 or more people — Black and white, 
young and old — rallied downtown to 
show support for Trayvon Martin's 
parents and to put our bodies in the 
street to protest the rising racism in 
the U.S. We wore hooded sweatshirts 
and many carried bottles of iced tea 
and packages of Skittles to show our 
solidarity with the unarmed Trayvon 
Martin, gunned down by neighbor- 
hood watch volunteer George Zim- 
merman a month before, yet cleared by police. 

The speakers' platform had a large banner: "Killed 
by police: STOLEN LIVES," with many pictures at- 
tached to it, reminding us all that what happened to 
Trayvon was far from an isolated event. People put 
their hearts on their signs: "Only in America can you 
MURDER a child and get away with it. But you kill a 
dog and you receive jail time"; "The Florida 'Stand your 
ground law' is nothing but a modern day LEGALIZED 
LYNCHING LAW." 

A young Black woman's sign read, "Am I next to 
die?" Another read, "It is not a crime to be Black!" and 
another what so many felt, "This child was our child." 

Speaker after speaker decried the racism that, un- 
checked, leads to so many deaths. Most speakers noted 
how common being stopped for being Black has become. 

On the previous afternoon 150 people marched two 
by two from Millennium Park to the ABC -TV studio 
and around the Loop. The marchers were mostly young 
people, all in hoodies, and were racially mixed with 
about three-fourths of them Black. 

The marchers had eagerly taken and read copies of 
News & Letters and waved them along with Skittles as 
we called for justice for Trayvon. The Los Angeles moth- 
er's account of her son Jonathan Cuevas' execution by 
sheriff s deputies in the March-April issue showed eerie 
similarities to Trayvon's killing 2,500 miles away: of- 
ficial protection of the killer and ignoring pleas of the 
victim's family for facts and for simple justice. 

The spirit of the crowds on both days was sad and 
somber, as well as angry and determined. We all know 
that Trayvon's tragic death was not just an indictment 
against the man who pulled the trigger, but that his 
murder put all of American civilization on trial. 

— March participants 
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300,000 Quebec students strike 


Montreal — Post-secondary students in Quebec have 
been on strike for two months, following a decision by 
the government of Premier Jean Charest to raise uni- 
versity tuition by $1,625 yearly for a total of $2,519. For 
us here in Quebec, unemployment is extremely high. 
Unofficially, the percentage of people unemployed or un- 
deremployed between the ages of 18 and 25 is estimated 
to be as much as 40%. Thus, such tuition amounts to 
a lot of money. Loans and scholarships are not always 
easy to get. 

The first strike was called at the College de 
Valleyfield in early February, where students 
formed a coalition called CLASSE (Coalition 
Large de l’Association pour une Solidarity Syndi- 
cate Etudiante). The strike quickly spread across 
the province. On March 23, over 200,000 students 
and teachers, along with labor union members, 
marched peacefully through the streets of Mon- 
treal. We had a good time — a lot of street theatre, 
creative signs and singing. There were no ar- 
rests, and even some police expressed solidarity. 
By March 26, the number of students voting to 
walk out of their classes had grown to 300,000. 

The issues concern access to education, and there 
are two basic positions in the movement: those who are 
demanding tuition-free education on all levels (la gra- 
tuite scolaire) including university, and the minority, 
who simply want to roll back the tuition increases or 
modify them in some way. In mid-April, most students 
are still out on unlimited strike, though a smaller num- 
ber are on a limited strike, with a possible return to 
class. The pressure is on, because there is now talk of 
having to scrap the entire semester. The Charest gov- 
ernment, in power for nine years, has been thrown into 
disarray and destabilized by the strike, and is now in a 
precarious political position. 

A WHOLE VIEW OF LIFE 

The Minister of Education, Line Beauchamp, has 
been viciously repressive and dishonest. She has re- 
fused to meet with any student organizations. Her 
tactics included trying to divide students and workers, 


QUEERNOTES 


by Suzanne Rose 

Two Louisville, Ky., men have been charged with 
a federal hate crime in a beating of a Gay man in a 
Kentucky state park in April 2011. The attack left the 
victim with chest, head and other injuries. The U.S. At- 
torney's office in Lexington announced the charges — 
the first time the law has been applied in a U.S. case 
alleging bias over a victim's sexual orientation. The 
hate crime law was expanded in 2009 to cover assaults 
motivated by bias against Gays, Lesbians and Trans- 
gender people. 

* * * 

Ugandan Lesbian Brenda Namigadde, who was 
granted a last minute reprieve from deportation to 
Uganda from the United Kingdom, was denied the 
right to stay in the UK because she didn't own maga- 
zines or other literature relating to her sexuality! The 
judge said he didn't believe Brenda was a Lesbian. Ad- 
vocates for her say that both the public mood and the 
official stance towards homosexuality in Uganda are 
lethal and Brenda would face prosecution and possible 
death if she is returned. Prominent Ugandan LGBT 
rights campaigner David Kato was violently murdered 

in a homophobic incident there. 

* * * 

In St. Petersburg, Russia, straight allies and 
LGBT people are protesting the Russian "Gay Propa- 
ganda" law. Under the law's vague wording, any posi- 
tive mention of homosexuality in public, in the media, 
or on social networking websites can be branded Gay 
"propaganda," and is punishable by jail and steep fines. 
Sergey Kondrashov was arrested for holding a sign that 
read, "A dear family friend is Lesbian. My wife and I 
love her and respect her, and her family is just as equal 
as ours." Part of a letter he later wrote stated, "And 
until last week I would not have been called an activ- 
ist. But on Sunday in St. Petersburg, I was arrested for 
spreading 'Gay propaganda."' Kondrashov's letter and 
a petition are being circulated by international LGBT 
rights group ALLOut to have this law declared uncon- 
stitutional. 

* * * 

Albanian Gay organizations announced plans to 
hold the country's first ever Gay pride parade in Tirana 
on May 17. "May 17 will be a special day. The LGBT flag 
will be raised for the first time in Tirana," said Altin 
Hazizaj of the Pink Embassy organization. It was im- 
mediately slammed by Albania's deputy minister and 
the leader of the royalist party, Ekrem Spahiu, who 
said, "My only commentary on this Gay parade is that 
they should be beaten with truncheons." Albania's tra- 
ditional patriarchal society is deeply homophobic, and 
human rights organizations say Gays face violence and 
discrimination. 


which hasn't worked, issuing injunctions to re-open 
schools and threatening the academic records of those 
who remain on strike. 

Beauchamp is so detested by many young 
feminists as a sellout, as someone willing to do 
anything to get ahead, that she has been nick- 
named "The Inflatable Doll" ("La Poupee Gon- 
flable"). On April 13, a group of students briefly 
occupied her office and upset the furniture a bit. 
The police arrested five students, along with a re- 
porter and a photographer from La Presse, seiz- 
ing all of their materials, in flagrant violation of 
freedom of the press. 

This struggle is not over. It is not just about free 
education, it's about a whole view of life, and a whole 
new society that we would like to create. We're different 
here in Quebec. The idea of the "isolated individualist" 
which seems to be so big in the rest of North America 
isn't popular here. We see ourselves as part of a collec- 
tivity, of a whole society working together. That's how 
we see our future, the Quebec of the future, and we are 
happier for it. This struggle is a part of that larger hope. 

— Natalie, Universite du Quebec a Montreal 

Stop service cuts! 
Keep our home care! 



Chicago — About 35 people participated in a lively 
rally beginning at SEIU headquarters on March 28. We 
then marched through downtown Chicago to the Chi- 
cago Mercantile Exchange, where we chanted to protest 
proposed drastic cuts in the Home Services Program. 
The rally and march were organized by The Taskforce 
for Attendant Services and Chicago ADAPT, a direct ac- 
tion disability rights group. 

The Chicago Mercantile Exchange was targeted be- 
cause they are one of several corporations who received 
very large tax break packages from Illinois, while Gov- 
ernor Patrick Quinn has introduced a budget that will 
block thousands of people from receiving home care. 
Also at stake are service cuts to 14,000 people in the 
home care program, stopping services to families with 
youth under the age of 18 and blocking the Home Ser- 
vices Program for people with psychiatric or develop- 
mental disabilities. 

The State of Illinois also wants to make it im- 
possible for family members to become person- 
al assistants for their disabled family member. 
My worker at the Department of Rehabilitation 
Services (DRS), told me that we cause too much 
trouble and too many misunderstandings. In oth- 
er words, because we are more likely to advocate 
for our family members and challenge the small 
amount of hours that DRS allows us to care for 
them, the state wants to keep us from becoming 
their personal assistants! 

The home care program was started to pay person- 
al assistants to care for disabled people in their homes 
to keep them out of more costly nursing homes and in- 
stitutions. Adequate home care services are what I and 
others count on to keep our disabled family members 
at home, in the community where they belong, and not 
to have to institutionalize them, which would be heart- 
breaking and detrimental to everyone. 

"If I lose some of my hours, that means that my 
personal assistant can't work as long and will lose his 
health insurance, which is based on working a certain 
amount of hours per month," said one participant. An- 
other marcher stated, "These cuts are disgusting and 
inhuman. If I lose even an hour a day, I can't complete 
my daily routine. I am unable to even do the basic things 
for myself and will have to go into a nursing home. That 
would be unbearable and cost the state even more! 

"We fought long and hard to get these services, we 
cannot allow them to be cut. Our lives are at stake here. 
We are literally fighting for our lives." 

— Suzanne Rose 


Captive Genders 

Captive Genders: Trans Embodiment and the Pris- 
on Industrial Complex , Eric A. Stanley and Nat Smith, 
Editors (AK Press, 2011, 300 pages). 

This book introduces the importance of Queer and 
Transgender people as victims of and resisters against 
the Prison Industrial Complex (PIC). The term "PIC" 
includes all jails, juvenile halls, immigration centers, 
and psychiatric institutions. It also includes police bru- 
tality and harassment as well as the ineffective "wars" 
on terror, drugs, and gangs. 

More and more poor, people of color, immigrants, 
homeless etc. are funneled into the constantly expand- 
ing system of prisons and jails. They are often harassed 
by police when they have committed no crime or are 
punished disproportionately for the crimes they do 
commit. People are punished for non-violent "crimes" 
which are really strategies for survival, such as sex 
work, selling drugs, or even sleeping in public. 

Having a criminal record makes it harder to get a 
job and easier to return to prison. The more tax dollars 
go into the PIC, the less go into education, welfare, and 
other community development programs that prevent 
crime. Neoliberal propaganda regards poverty and the 
disabilities, illnesses, and addictions that accompany 
it, as the fault of the individual, not the system. 

Captive Genders adds a new dimension to 
this critique by explaining that Queer (Lesbian, 
Gay, Bisexual, and "gender-nonconforming") and 
Transgender people are especially vulnerable 
to homelessness, unemployment, discrimination 
and harassment. They have a history of organiz- 
ing to resist the PIC, which includes a radical eco- 
nomic, gender, and class-based analysis of their 
oppression. Because of this analysis, their allies 
have included feminists and anti-capitalists who 
understood that oppression of Queer and Trans- 
gender people leads to broader oppression. 

Patriarchy is an intentional part of the penal sys- 
tem. Just as prisons are a continuation of slavery and 
colonialism, the purpose of women's prisons has always 
been to train "fallen" women to be submissive to men. 
This extends to butch and male-identified inmates of 
women's prisons, who are constantly harassed and 
punished for their appearance as well as for the sup- 
posedly "masculine" act of standing up for oneself. 

Guards rape and assault Transgender and Queer 
prisoners and encourage other prisoners to do so. 
Transgender prisoners are often denied hormones, 
which is part of denying them the right to determine 
their own identities and is also part of a denial of medi- 
cal care in general. In fact, prisons do not rehabilitate 
but instead strip prisoners of all civil rights. 

Since the PIC is so harmful, Captive Genders 
takes the position that it should be abolished. 
Several writers in the book emphasize that fight- 
ing for prison reforms is sometimes necessary but 
caution that calls for reform often make prisons 
worse. The book also critiques the inadequacy of 
reformist, mainstream, LGBT rights strategies 
as opposed to radical Queer liberation ones that 
transform society. 

Captive Genders is a valuable introduction to un- 
derstanding the roles of gender and queerness in PIC 
abolition, but I would like to see future books delve more 
concretely into the difficult issues of finding alternative 
solutions to violent crime and ending institutions that 
are so firmly entwined with capitalism. The book does, 
however, provide the names of numerous organizations, 
books, and websites so the reader can learn more and 
become involved. It also includes group exercises to get 
people to think about these concepts and develop solu- 
tions. 

One of the writers states that activists "far too fre- 
quently ignore or abandon radical intellectual work as 
if it were an unaffordable luxury" and that "this intel- 
lectual underdevelopment kills radical movements." I 
hope that activists take the ideas offered by this book 
and build upon them. 

— Adele 
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Syrian cry for solidarity 


by Gerry Emmett 

It comes as no surprise that Bashar al- Assad's 
word means nothing. He has already violated the April 
"ceasefire" he promised Kofi Annan and the UN, first by 
leaving his troops in place in Syria's cities and villages. 
With his rule at stake, Assad will not allow peaceful 
protests to resume. 

Further, his forces have continued to murder the 
Syrian people in full view of the world. Assad's slaugh- 
ter even spilled outside the 
borders of Syria itself, with 
murderous attacks on refu- 
gees in Turkey and Leba- 
non. "The ceasefire is the 
new joke" read protesters' 
signs in the streets. 

Some of the forces ar- 
rayed against Syria's revo- 
lution could be seen off the 
coast of Tartus, with Rus- 
sia sending aircraft carri- 
ers in a show of support for 
Assad, and Iranian ships 
reportedly unloading more 
weapons and ammunition 
for the regime's forces to 
use against both the under- 
supplied armed resistance and unarmed protesters. 
Less visible are the ties and compromises that belie the 
rhetoric of the U.S. and other governments. 
REVOLUTION OR 'CRISIS MANAGEMENT'? 

For instance, Defense Secretary Leon Panetta was 
embarrassed in Congressional hearings that revealed 
the U.S. military does business with the same Russian 
firms that are supplying Assad. This is the tip of the ice- 
berg. As international law expert M. Cherif Bassiouni 
explained in a discussion at the University of Chicago 
on April 6, the UN has been attempting to craft a com- 
promise in Syria that will satisfy all the great powers, 
including the U.S., Russia and China. 

In other words, the UN and other half-measures 
taken, or not taken, over Syria are mainly an effort to 
manage what the rulers see as a profound crisis — the 
Syrian people's undaunted passion for freedom, in- 
separable from the Arab Spring and all it has inspired 
around the world. The determinant for the rulers is 
their fear of revolution, the practice of freedom. 

Every crocodile tear shed over Syria has been 
paid for with the Syrian people's blood and heroism. 
The Syrian revolution has placed a challenge to all the 
world's revolutionaries as well as to its rulers. 

A MESSAGE TO 'FRIENDS OF SYRIA' 

The passion of Syria's people was expressed in a 
message from Homs activist Khaled Abu Salah to the 
"Friends of Syria" conference April 1 in Istanbul: 

"At the beginning of the Syrian Revolution, we Syr- 
ians discussed amongst ourselves with almost naive 
certainty that the year 2011 was not like the year 1982, 
when Assad the father was able to destroy the city of 
Hama without any international reaction to speak of We 
thought that times had changed, and the technological 
revolution provided the Syrians the means of showing 
the world what was happening to them. We thought that 
the standard of ethics in international politics had been 
elevated and that it was not possible for Assad the son to 
repeat what his father did. But today, after the destruc- 
tion of many parts of our city, and especially Baba Amr, 

China in the Sudans 

South Sudan's stated intent to withdraw from its 
recent occupation of Sudan's Heglig oil fields — on their 
still-disputed border — is a welcome stand-down from 
threatened full-scale war. The situation remains tense, 
with military mobilizations in both countries and 
threats of invasion of South Sudan by Omar al-Bashir's 
northern regime. 

South Sudan's President Salva Kiir is scheduled 
to visit China, as Bashir did before the South's inde- 
pendence. China is the biggest investor in both Sudan's 
and South Sudan's oil industries. In addition, however, 
China is a main supplier of weapons to the Khartoum 
regime of Omar al-Bashir. (Russia is Sudan's main sup- 
plier, but China provides up to 90% of its small weap- 
ons.) 

Bashir is under indictment by the International 
Criminal Court for his genocidal use of those weapons 
in Darfur. His regime uses them in the Nuba Moun- 
tains, Blue Nile, and elsewhere — and used them in the 
last stages of the genocidal war against South Sudan 
itself before independence. Reports indicate co-ordina- 
tion between South Sudan's government and Sudanese 
rebel groups in these regions. 

Those weapons continue to be used to attack 
the border areas of South Sudan as well. So there is 
a message being sent to China by the seizure of Heg- 
lig's oil fields. Kiir's government would like to continue 
the trend begun by recent supply of Chinese military 
trucks to South Sudan. 



Placards spell out "Freedom" at an April 13 protest in Aleppo, Syria. 


and the slaughter of our women and children, we Syr- 
ians are convinced, and especially in Homs, that interna- 
tional ethics have unfortunately remained unchanged... 

"After all this slaughter and these massacres, we 
ask, do the Syrian people not belong to your community, 
the human community ?... 

"Yes, dear Friends of Syria, bread alone is not 
enough for humans to live. But there are people on this 
Earth who are still without bread. They are calling to 
you, inheritors of the Age of Enlightenment, in the name 

of the absolute value of hu- 
man life. Do we deserve to 
live on this Earth?" 

This profound ques- 
tioning of historic reality 
demands something of revo- 
lutionaries. Karl Marx first 
articulated the idea of Per- 
manent Revolution in 1843, 
and by 1844 he was already 
counterposing it to Napo- 
leon's "perfection of the Ter- 
ror" in the State. It shouldn't 
be too hard to see that, in 
Syria today, the violence 
called upon by all state-cap- 
italist powers has come into 
conflict with the democratic 
aspirations released worldwide by the Arab Spring. 

It is vital to find ways of building solidarity be- 
tween all the forces of revolt, and in doing this, to de- 
velop the dialectic of Absolute Negativity that points to 
what we are fighting for — genuine freedom. As in all 
truly revolutionary moments, it is revolution in perma- 
nence that becomes the most concrete, practical line of 
thought and action. 

There are infinite ways of avoiding this issue. Not 
one of them will move history forward. A successful 
counter-revolution will not produce a return to the sta- 
tus quo, but something much worse than before. 


Breivik's trial 

As expected, Norwegian mass murderer Anders 
Behring Breivik has used his trial to promote his geno- 
cidal anti-Muslim program. He pled a "necessity" de- 
fense — that his murders of 77 people, mostly youths, 
were done to stop the takeover of Norway by "multi- 
culturalism" and Islam. He expressed no remorse for 
his crimes, even in the presence of his victims' parents. 

His only tears were shed at the sound of his own 
words, to the effect that "I realized my ethnic group is 
dying." This sounds insane, but will be painfully famil- 
iar to anyone who has ever had to argue or fight with 
"White Power" advocates here in the U.S. It shouldn't 
be forgotten that Breivik has expressed his deepest ad- 
miration for the Tea Party here. 

He will certainly be convicted and sentenced to the 
maximum term — 21 years — and perhaps held longer, a 
possibility under Norwegian law. But for Breivik to or- 
ganize and propagandize his genocidal ideals from his 
cell would not be unprecedented in Norway. The former 
black metal musician and convicted murderer, Varg 
Vikernes, has done this for years, promoting his own 
neo-Nazi views through publishing and recording. 

There is a base of support for Breivik. The so- 
called "counter-jihad" circles that he is a part of have 
continued to grow and organize internationally. He has 
received letters of support from Sweden, Britain, Rus- 
sia and Germany, and more informally, he continues to 
draw positive comments in internet forums. 

Further, organized Far Right violence is growing 
in Europe. In Florence, Italy, a neo-fascist connected to 
the Casa Pound, a Rightist group named for the fascist- 
sympathizing poet, shot four Senegalese immigrants in 
December, killing two, before killing himself. In Ger- 
many, a recently uncovered group called the National 
Socialist (Nazi) Underground has been linked to the 
deaths of at least ten Turkish immigrants. 

As Breivik demonstrated in a statement to the 
court, while most of the violence is being committed by 
fringe groups, the anti-immigrant, anti-Muslim ideol- 
ogy is becoming mainstream. The mass murderer of 
Utoya Island was able to quote European leaders Sar- 
kozy, Cameron and Merkel speaking against "multicul- 
turalism." 


Mali coup and Thar eg self-determination 


The recent military coup in Mali was sparked by a 
complex problem that has deep historical roots and will 
endure beyond the present. The Tuareg people of North 
Africa and parts of West Africa, whose nomadic way of 
life as cattle-herders stretches back for centuries, have, 
for decades, demanded the right to determine their own 
future, including their own territory. 

Without regard to peoples and cultures, the im- 
perialist carving up of the African continent imposed 
boundaries for plunder and exploitation by European 
countries. These false lines became the markers of 
independent countries after the African anti-colonial 
struggles forced the retreat of European powers. It is 
these imposed borders that the Tuareg face despite 
having waged several struggles throughout the 20th 
century for an independent existence. France, the co- 
lonial power that controlled Mali, refused to recognize 
their right to an independent existence. Then the Mali 
governments, post-independence, also resisted their 
struggles. 

TUAREG FIGHT FOR SELF-DETERMINATION 

In recent times the Tuareg formed the National 
Movement for the Liberation of Azawad (MNLA). The 
MNLA succeeded in occupying cities and areas in what 
was northern Mali, defeating the government army. It 
has declared the independent country of Azawad in the 
north. The MNLA is a coalition of a number of groups, 
some with conflicting ideologies. Most recently one fun- 
damentalist Islamic faction, Ansar Dine, took control of 
the city of Timbuktu, and has sought to impose Shar- 
ia law. However, they have met resistance from other 
parts of MNLA, and most importantly from the people 
in Timbuktu. 

It is a serious issue. One women's liberation activ- 
ist stated, "We are hearing about how Islamic funda- 
mentalists are gradually gaining power in the north. 
They have started to talk of imposing rules that women 
must wear hijabs, and putting other restrictions on the 
way women dress.... We have not heard of any targeted 
physical attacks yet, but for me this is not the only thing 
to worry about.... Women in Mali have a long history as 
market traders, they move around and interact freely 
in public and wear the clothing that they want. These 
changes are going to have a major impact and cause 
a lot of stress for women." (http://www.opendemocracy. 
net/5050/jessica-horn/crisis-in-mali-fundamentalism- 
womens-rights-and-cultural-resistance) 
COLONIALISM'S MISTAKES PERSIST 

Despite its internal contradictions the struggle 
of the Tuareg people for Azawad reveals the perma- 
nence of rebellion in face of the incompleteness of Af- 
rica's anti-colonial struggles and revolutions. As stir- 
ring and important as were those liberation struggles 
from the 1950s, 1960s and 1970s, the painful decades 
since manifest neo-colonial economic imposition, home- 
grown authoritarian and dictatorial regimes in many 


countries. Often these regimes emerged via the leaders 
and groups who had led the independence struggles. 
The acceptance of the imperial-imposed borders and 
nations by post-colonial Africa has meant the denial 
of self-determination of peoples and nations. Far from 
preventing the dismemberment of Africa, it has meant 
deeper conflict, and opened the door to further neo-co- 
lonial interference. 

Now, the Tuareg people and their hope for a new 
nation of Azawad face a world of neo-colonial capitalist 
opposition from without, and African nations threat- 
ened by their own peoples' struggles for self-determina- 
tion from within. 

— Eugene Walker 

Toulouse murders 

French mass murderer Mohamed Merah claimed 
to have been trained by al-Qaeda in Pakistan and Af- 
ghanistan. There are reasons to doubt that. His tactics 
seemed to be developed more from street crime than 
from any training manual. 

But there is no doubt that his troubled mind be- 
came filled with the same inhuman ideology that drove 
Osama bin Laden's mass murders. He began by shoot- 
ing a number of French military men March 11 and 
March 15, killing three. Most of them were North Afri- 
can and Muslim. Even more ironically, Merah himself 
had previously tried to join the French Army but was 
rejected. 

Merah then invaded Ozar Hatorah school on 
March 19 and cold-bloodedly murdered Rabbi Jona- 
than Sandler and his sons, Aryeh, six years old, and 
Gabriel, three, as well as Miriam Monsonego, age eight. 
This was a hideous anti-Semitic crime which Merah, 
like Breivik in Norway, meant to use as propaganda for 
his ideology. In his case, this was done by filming his 
murders and releasing homemade videos. He claimed, 
outrageously, to have killed the Jewish children in the 
name of Palestinian children killed by Israel. 

Merah was tracked down and died in the siege of his 
apartment, March 22, killed by a police sharpshooter. 

Demonstrations in memory of the victims were 
held across France, including several thousand in Paris. 
In Toulouse itself, 6,000 marched on March 25. These 
marches brought together members of both the Jewish 
and Muslim communities in France, including religious 
figures. Richard Prasquier, a French Jewish leader, 
said, "It is impossible to confuse this person and the 
Islamist, jihadist, al-Qaedist movement he represents 
with Islam in France, which is a religion like any other." 

Palestinians in France rejected Merah' s "support." 
"It is time for these criminals to stop marketing their 
terrorist acts in the name of Palestine and to stop pre- 
tending to stand up for the rights of Palestinian chil- 
dren who only ask for a decent life," said Palestinian 
Prime Minister Salam Fayyad. 





WORKSHOPTALKS 


Capitalism trashes 
union democracy 

by Htun Lin 

The "Great Recession" were living in will continue 
so long as we accept that there is no alternative to capi- 
talism. It is a lie perpetuated by the dominant ideology. 

In the past year, the Occupy Movement has given 
many of us hope that things can change. One idea in 
the movement is that if only the 99% can reclaim the 
wealth hijacked by the 1%, the restoration of real de- 
mocracy will follow. 

This puts the cart before the horse, and turns 
upside down the actual history of political economy. It 
assumes, as liberal economist Joseph Stiglitz did, that 
increasing inequality in America is causing the erosion 
of democracy. In reality, inequality is the result of the 
lack of democracy. 

UNION DEMOCRACY SEIZED 

A friend, active in the Occupy Movement, re- 
counted how the longshore workers of ILWU Local 21 
at Longview, Washington, suffered a big defeat when 
international bureaucrats took over their local in the 
midst of a picket action which had forced management 
to the bargaining table. 

What followed in Longview was a sellout contract 
which gave management a "partnership" clause that 
took away the right to strike, or to "engage in any work 
stoppage." Longview management got the right to re- 
place any workers with new hires at the sole discre- 
tion of the employer. The hiring hall, controlled by the 

continued on p. 3 
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billionaire, one vote 

"For Sale" signs for public offices will be popping 
up all over the country following Wisconsin Governor 
Scott Walker's stunning victory this month over the 
effort to recall him from office. Walker's revoking the 
right of public unions to negotiate contracts created na- 
tional and statewide protests that rocked the nation for 
months. 

The recall campaign pitted Walker against Mayor 
Tom Barrett of Milwaukee. It focused the nation's at- 
tention on the power of the union movement against 
the power of Republican "super Political Action Com- 
mittees" (super PACs). 

Buying elections is nothing new in the U.S. 
The political history of the nation is replete with 
examples, but most were marked by secrecy and 
under-the-table conspiracies that were exposed 
after the fact. Not any more. 

Since the Supreme Court's Citizens United deci- 
sion that corporations as persons had the right to free 
speech gave them the green light to contribute unlim- 
ited campaign money for elections, the floodgates of un- 
fettered corporate funding opened — and the money has 
not stopped flowing. This was disclosed during the Re- 
publican primary race, most dramatically by GOP can- 
didate Mitt Romney, who overwhelmed his opponents 
with super PAC money. 

The same thing happened in Wisconsin. Just a few 
weeks before the recall election, all the polls pointed 
to Walker's defeat. However, the effort to recall Walker 
had gained national attention. His recall would have 
been a victory for liberal pro-labor, pro-union forces 
in Wisconsin and throughout the nation, putting the 
brakes on reactionary officials in many other states 

continued on p. 3 
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Spain, Greece, Europe: 
capitalist crisis and revolt 


by Franklin Dmitryev 

When the bailout of banks in Spain, the Euro- 
zone's fourth largest economy, was announced on June 
9, the immediate reactions revealed the two worlds 
that exist in every country. The Spanish masses inten- 
sified their protests, marching directly on both banks 
and government, while Greek and Spanish workers ex- 
changed messages of solidarity against the austerity 
strangling both nations. On the same day, labor unions 
held huge anti-austerity rallies in Portugal and Italy. 

More than 8,000 coal miners in the province of 
Asturias began an indefinite strike May 31, protest- 
ing subsidy cuts that 
threaten 40,000 jobs. 

They blockaded 
roads and railroads, 
occupied mines and 
the plaza in front of 
the regional Parlia- 
ment, and engaged 
in battles with police, 
fighting back with 
slingshots and home- 
made rocket launch- 
ers against rubber 
bullets, batons and 
tear gas. On June 18 
a general strike shut 
down large parts of 
the mining regions in 
several provinces. 

An earlier gener- 
al strike on March 29 brought out nearly 80% of work- 
ers in the country against the labor law "reform." On 
May 22 students and teachers went on a nationwide 
strike, at all levels from elementary school to college. 

In the other world, that of the rulers, the mar- 
kets — that is, finance capital — celebrated for two hours 
before turning to attack Italy, economy number three. 

After six months of denying the need for a bailout, 
Spain's Prime Minister Mariano Rajoy bowed to in- 
tense pressure from the leaders of the U.S., Germany 
and European financial institutions. The deal, to be 
overseen by the "troika" of the European Union, Euro- 
pean Central Bank and International Monetary Fund, 
is nothing but a nationalization of bank debt. It takes 
the form of a loan to the Spanish government, adding 
to its already high debt and driving up the rate Spain 
must pay on bonds. This increases the risk of a govern- 
ment default. 

The loan's purpose is to stave off a financial crash 
sparked by bank runs; 100 billion euros have already 
been pulled from Spanish banks just this year. Spain's 
taxpayers will bail out the Northern European banks 


that lent to Spanish banks and helped inflate the hous- 
ing bubble. That bubble's crash triggered the fiscal cri- 
sis of Spain's financial sector and government. 

Only three days later, a New York Times reporter 
declared that the bailout "has failed" and "could make 
things in Spain worse." 

The VAT (a sales tax, which hits the poor and un- 
employed the hardest) is 18% and sure to rise, at a time 
when Spaniards are suffering a veritable depression. 
Unemployment is near 25%, with youth unemployment 
over 50%. Labor laws have been "reformed" to make it 
easier to fire workers. Pensions, health and education 

have been slashed. 
ARAB SPRING 
MOVES TO EUROPE 
Over 400,000 fami- 
lies have lost homes, 
and in Spain they have 
to keep paying mort- 
gages even after be- 
ing tossed out of their 
houses — at a rate of 
159 evictions per day. 
With over one million 
homes empty, more and 
more of them are being 
occupied by homeless 
families, with the help 
of the indignados, or 
M15 movement, whose 
occupation of Madrid's 
Puerta del Sol plaza 
drew from Tahrir Square in Egypt and helped inspire 
Occupy Wall Street. 

Direct actions have become a daily feature of life in 
Spain, from eviction blockades to occupations to assem- 
blies in public spaces, from caceroladas (demonstra- 
tions featuring banging on pots and pans) to strikes. 

Spain and Italy are only the latest dominos to tip. 
Before them, Ireland, Portugal and Greece received 
bailouts coupled with austerity programs that have 
sent them into depression. Greece in particular, af- 
ter two bailouts and repeated rounds of austerity, has 
plunged its people into terrible poverty and misery — 
and has been shaken by deep revolt. 

Amid that ongoing revolt, Greek parliamentary 
elections of May 6 shocked the troika when the self- 
declared "radical left" party Syriza came in a close sec- 
ond with 17% of the vote. With no party able to form a 
government, new elections were called for June 17. Big 
banks from Germany to Japan announced their readi- 
ness to intervene should Greeks vote the wrong way. 

Media and politicians embarked on a propaganda 
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Fighting the war against women 


Chicago — On June 8 about 30 determined activists 
for reproductive justice faced off around 800 anti-abor- 
tion, anti-birth control fanatics. The fanatics acted like 
thugs, sending people to our demonstration with their 
signs to try and block us from view and to start argu- 
ments, or try to record pro-choice demonstrators. Many 
times police had to order them back across the street. 

The antis, organized primarily by the Catholic 
hierarchy, tried to hide their anti-reproductive justice 
stance under the lie that freedom of religion is under 
attack. It was laughable as, clearly, they were there 
with a huge picture of Christ harassing us. Their rights 
are safe but ours are not. As the director of the Women's 
Alliance for Theology, Ethics and Ritual put it, "In so 
far as there is a War on Women, the Catholic bishops 
are among the generals." 

'RELIGIOUS FREEDOM' = CATHOLIC DOGMA 

The attack on birth control is now out in the open. 
Hundreds of printed signs called for an end to the 
Health and Human Services mandate requiring insur- 
ance companies to provide free birth control. To them, 
"religious freedom" means women have to adhere to 
Catholic dogma! 

Republicans and Blue Dog Democrats in the U.S. 
Congress and state houses across the nation are all 


taking shots at women and destroying lives in the pro- 
cess. Stunning is not only the breadth and depth of the 
attacks — against access to birth control, defunding 
Titles IX and X, shutting down legal and safe abortion 
clinics, gutting the Violence Against Women Act, allow- 
ing pharmacists to decide what drugs they want to dis- 
pense and to whom, attacking equal pay for women — it 
is also the nasty, petty, and inhuman way the battle is 
being fought. 

'VAGINA' -NOW A FIGHTING WORD 

A case in point is Michigan Democratic Represen- 
tative Lisa Brown, who was speaking against a horrific 
anti-abortion bill in the Michigan State House that 
would, among a slew of other outrageous things, force a 
woman to carry a dead fetus to term. She spoke of being 
Jewish and that under Jewish law, if the health of the 
mother is in jeopardy because of pregnancy, an abortion 
is mandatory. She ended saying: "I have not asked you 
to adopt and adhere to my religious beliefs. Why are 
you asking me to adopt yours? And finally, Mr. Speaker, 
I'm flattered that you're all so interested in my vagina, 
but no means no." 

For this she was banned from speaking in the 
House for two days, supposedly because what she said 
was "disrespectful." No, the bill was disrespectful. 

continued on p. 2 
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Egypt, women and permanent revolution 


by Terry Moon 

Mona Eltahawy, an American-Egyptian journalist, 
wrote an eloquent essay published in the May/June edi- 
tion of Foreign Policy titled "Why Do They Hate Us? 
The real war on women is in the Middle East." 1 The 
myriad negative responses to it reveal serious examples 
of counter-revolution from within the revolution in the 
wake of Arab Spring. 

ARAB SPRING FACES COUNTER-REVOLUTION 

Eltahawy takes up "the pulsating heart of miso- 

1. Mona Eltahawy, "Why Do They Hate Us? The real war on 
women is in the Middle East," Foreign Policy , May/June 
2012, http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2012/04/23/why_ 
do_they_hate_us 

War against women 
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United Against the War on Women demonstration in Nashville, Tenn. on 
April 28. Demonstrations took place on the same day in at least 48 states 
and many more cities, but were ignored by the mainstream press. Signs 
read: "Women have been trained to speak softly & carry lipstick. Those 
days are OVER!" and "I AM Pro-Child, Pro-Family, Pro-Planning, Pro- 
Choice! A progressive Tennessee woman!" 

But the message to Lisa Brown — and any woman who 
speaks her mind — is that if she isn't going to toe the 
line we'll shut her up. 

Considering the anti-woman, undemocratic, thug- 
gish behavior of so many in the anti-abortion move- 
ment, and especially those across the street from us, it 
was shocking to read a letter from the Chicago-based 
March 19 Anti-War Coalition gushing about their par- 
ticipation "with a big Right to Life rally at Federal 
Plaza." As they reduced the situation in every country 
from Syria to Iran, Iraq, Afghanistan, Libya, Pakistan, 
and Mexico, among others, to U.S. warmongering, they 
waxed enthusiastic over "this positive response to our 
work, with 750 leaflets distributed in a little over an 
hour." 

LEFT SUPPORT FOR RIGHT-WING THUGS 

Clearly, this group is not about freedom, and is 
willing to throw women and our right to control our 
own bodies under the bus for their 750 leaflets and a 
$10 donation from "Maureen from Hickory Hills [who] 
not only praised our stand, but said to call on her for fu- 
ture support... and gave us a big god bless you. Another 
fellow, carrying a big religious flag of some sort, also 
said the same thing." 

So besotted were they with the fanatics that they 
failed to see that "big religious flag" was the flag of the 
Vatican! While they oppose U.S. intervention even in 
Syria — which the U.S. has made sure to stay far away 
from — evidently it is fine for government to invade 
women's bodies, mandate invasive, painful, expensive 
and unnecessary medical procedures, as well as force 
doctors to he to women. While most of the Left just stay 
away from the struggle for reproductive justice as too 
"divisive," few go as far as the March 19 Anti-War Coali- 
tion and actually support those whose activism consists 
of destroying women's freedom. 

WOMEN FIGHT IN CREATIVE WAYS 

None of this has stopped women from fighting back 
in creative ways. For example, Eve Ensler performed 
her Vagina Monologues together with Lisa Brown and 
State Sen. Gretchen Whitmer on the steps of the Michi- 
gan State Capitol on June 18 to a crowd of 5,000. Billed 
as "Vaginas Take Back the Capitol!" the audience was 
also protesting: carrying pro-women signs and chanting 
"Vagina! Vagina!" A week before, hundreds of Michigan 
women and men, taking their cue from labor demon- 
strators in Wisconsin, stormed into the State Capitol to 
protest the proposed law, chanting and pounding on the 
banister ringing the Capitol balcony. 

Women are all over the internet and in the streets, 
including Unite Against the War on Women whose par- 
ticipants held protests in almost all 50 states on April 
28. Over 50 women's organizations formed a new coali- 
tion, HERVotes, to try to influence elections and edu- 
cate the public on the War on Women. A lot of the real 
work is done by small groups of women, escorting at 
abortion clinics, and demonstrating against the Right 
wing. It's clear to us that this is a very well funded war 
against women, and we are determined to defeat it. 

— Chicago Women's Liberationist 


gyny in the Middle East." It is crucial that her essay 
is about the need for the revolutions of Arab Spring to 
continue and deepen. So important is this to her that 
she begins and ends with that point. On the first page 
she declares: 

"An entire political and economic system — one that 
treats half of humanity like animals — must he destroyed 
along with the other more obvious tyrannies choking off 
the region from its future. Until the rage shifts from the 
oppressors in our presidential palaces to the oppressors 
on our streets and in our homes, our revolution has not 
even begun. " 

And on the last page she writes: 

"The Arab uprisings may have been sparked by an 
Arab man — Mohamed Bouazizi, the Tunisian street 
vendor who set himself on fire in desperation — but they 
will be finished by Arab women.... Our political revo- 
lutions will not succeed unless they are accompanied 
by revolutions of thought — social, sexual, and cultural 
revolutions that topple the Mubaraks in our minds as 
well as our bedrooms. " 

Not one of the critiques I read mentions that this 
is what her essay is about. Rather than speaking to her 
essay's content — the unbearable sexism that women ex- 
perience in the Middle East — they try to discredit her. 
Where she talks of how "more than 90% of ever-married 
women in Egypt — including my mother and all but one 
of her six sisters — have had their genitals cut in the 
name of modesty," she is chided for using the "wrong" 
word, genital mutilation instead of circumcision. An- 
other critic attacks her by reminding the reader that 
genital mutilation of women did not originate with Is- 
lam or in the Middle East. But none speak to the actu- 
ality of genital mutilation, under whatever name. 
FORM ATTACKED, CONTENT IGNORED 

She was also widely criticized for publishing the 
essay in Foreign Policy , as if that somehow silenced 
other Arab women's voices, even though Foreign Policy 
invited four responses from Arab women. Or, critics 
say, it was wrong to publish in Foreign Policy because 
her audience was presumed to be Americans, but no 
publications or websites the critiques were in would 
have printed her essay, and it is crystal clear from the 
responses that her essay was widely read by an Arab 
audience. 

Then there was this age-old shibboleth, used when- 
ever someone wants to shut up a woman who dares to 
bring up the fact that we live — all of us — in a deeply mi- 
sogynist world: Eltahaway "blames and hates all men." 

Any who doubt the importance of what Eltahawy 
raises need only remember the Iranian women who, in 
the midst of revolution in 1979, came out by the thou- 
sands against Khomeini's order to wear the chador. 
They cried out: "At the dawn of freedom we have no 
freedom." They were calling for the Iranian revolution 
to continue. Had their demands been taken seriously by 
the Left, Iran might be in a very different place today. 
NEED FOR PERMANENT REVOLUTION 

In an interview given several weeks after her essay 
was published, Eltahawy reiterated that she is talking 



by Artemis 

In May, delegations of Japanese officials came to 
Palisades Park, N.J., where more than half the com- 
munity is of Korean descent, to request the removal of a 
memorial to the Korean "comfort women." They shock- 
ingly claimed that the more than 200 women, who were 
forced to be sex slaves for the Japanese military during 
World War II, were lying. Borough officials rejected the 

request and instead plan to erect more memorials. 

* * * 

Women With a Vision's (WWAV) clinic in New Or- 
leans, La., was damaged in May by an arson attack. 
WWAV was founded by a collective of Black women in 
response to non-existent HIV prevention resources for 
poor women, sex workers, women with addictions, and 
transgender women. WWAV made national news for 
leading the successful fight against Louisiana's Crime 
Against Nature Statute requiring sex workers to regis- 
ter as sex offenders. The fire seemed to be part of an ar- 
son crime wave against women's health centers in the 
South, including two in Georgia during May. Donations 

can be made at WWAV's website: http://wwav-no.org/. 

* * * 

In June, thousands of pro-choice women marched 
in Istanbul in response to the ruling Justice and Devel- 
opment Party's (AKP) plan to introduce a bill banning 
abortions after four weeks except in emergencies. Signs 
read, "We are women, not reproduction machines," 
"AKP take your hands off my body," and "Our right to 
abortion is not up for discussion." Abortion up to the 
tenth week was legalized in 1983 because 225 out of 
10,000 pregnancies ended in the death of the woman 
due to back alley and self-induced abortions. Abortion 
has suddenly become an issue now that the AKP is try- 
ing to impose Islamic fundamentalism on the govern- 
ment and society. 


about deepening revolution: 

"So what my essay is trying to do, is to say that 
the women... now have two revolutions that need to be 
completed: The revolution against the regime, which op- 
presses all of us; but also a second revolution against a 
society that oppresses us as women. " 2 

While Eltahawy is not talking directly of Marx's 
concept of revolution in permanence, that is what she 
is calling for. As Arab Spring faces counter-revolution 
from within and without — and is now facing an elec- 
tion where both candidates may well worsen women's 
oppression — we call for the greatest possible solidarity 
with what Eltahawy is raising. 

2. Minerva Nett, Nils August Andresen, Kommentarer:l, May 
8, 2012, http://www.minervanett.no/the-women-hater-hater/ 

Radical feminism redux 

In blogs and podcasts, feminists have been discuss- 
ing the perennial problem of having to explain that 
feminism means the struggle for gender equality, not 
female supremacy. Now many third wave and younger 
feminists have found the courage to reclaim not only 
the original meaning of "feminism," but "radical femi- 
nism." During the 1960s and early 1970s, "radical femi- 
nism" was used interchangeably with "women's libera- 
tion" to describe a more profound feminism than liberal 
feminism. 

In an interview in the Fall 2011 issue of Feminist 
Studies , Ti-Grace Atkinson, one of the founders of this 
movement, described how it turned into counter-revo- 
lution: "Probably what was called 'radical feminism' by 
the mid-1970s really did not even resemble its origins. 
In most ways, later incarnations were the opposite of 
earlier radical feminism. For example, if matriarchy be- 
comes radical feminism, you find that power dynamic 
again... It certainly wasn't a challenge to sex [gender] 
roles because it was sex roles with a vengeance." 
RADICAL IDEA: PEOPLE ARE EQUALLY HUMAN 

Younger feminists call hijackers of the expression 
"radical feminism" by the derogatory term "radfems." 
Radfems' twisted version of radical feminism happens 
to be the same as the Right's stereotype of it, and in fact 
radfems tend to resemble the followers of fundamen- 
talist religion in their preoccupation with purity and 
dogmatism. In their attempts to distance themselves 
from this faction by dropping the word "radical," equal- 
ity-minded feminists have allowed the Right to redefine 
"radical" as meaning "extremism." This contributed to 
the Left's disowning of the word and its power to make 
people think that a completely new society is possible. 

In reality, conservatism means wanting the system 
to remain the same, liberalism means wanting to make 
changes in the system, and radicalism means a desire 
for a completely new system. (The religious fundamen- 
talists of the Right are reactionaries, not radicals, be- 
cause they want to go back to an old system.) The idea 
that all people are equally human is radical because it 
is the opposite of the reactionary systems of both patri- 
archy and matriarchy. 

In the first episode of their podcast "Opinionated," 
Samhita Mukhopadhyay and Amanda Marcotte reclaim 
radical feminism and distinguish it from liberal femi- 
nism which is mostly concerned with workplace equal- 
ity. They state that their feminism is about achieving 
equality in all areas of life. Laura, host of the "Fully En- 
gaged Feminism" podcast, in the "Radically Feminist" 
episode, discusses with Avory Faucette of the Radically 
Queer blog how radical feminism means examination of 
the intersectionality of oppressions, including racism, 
queer- and trans-phobia, and classism. 

RADICAL FEMINISM CHANGES SOCIETY 

I agree, but would add that radical feminism is 
also an active force changing everything about society. 
When liberal feminists focused on workplace equality, 
radical feminists questioned what counts as real work, 
including unpaid labor such as caregiving and creative 
work along with the manual labor of women in develop- 
ing countries. The Feminist Health Movement, along 
with the Civil Rights Movement, have not only been 
concerned with making it possible for women and peo- 
ple of color to be doctors but with removing the pater- 
nalism in medicine, giving patients responsibility for 
their own health and a say in treatment. The Feminist 
Spirituality Movement has not just been about allow- 
ing women to be ministers but about redefining deity 
and spirituality in gender-inclusive and non-hierarchal 
ways (for which they continue to take scolding from the 
fundamentalist Right). 

These basic changes in philosophy and society do 
not come from female superiority but from equality. 
Also, a radical form of feminism requires a process of 
listening to, being allies with, and learning from oth- 
er oppressed groups, for example, sex workers, rather 
than the radfems' simplistic and ineffective desire to 
pass laws to "rescue" them. When feminists call the 
process in which they are already engaged "radical," 
they reconnect with and learn from the activists of the 
past and develop confidence in the possibility of a new 
society. 

— Adele 
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Fukushima nuclear worker's testimony 


Editor's note: "S, " an organizer of nuclear workers 
for the Precariat Union in Tokyo, currently works at 
Daiichi and Daini as a subcontract worker. He spoke 
on March 4 to about 200 people in New York City on 
a panel, "Eyewitnesses to Fukushima, " sponsored by 
Shut Down Indian Point Now! (SDIPN!). 

Eighty percent of nuclear workers in Japan are 
contract day laborers. Fukushima is an example of 
"internal colonization," subordinate to Tokyo. Young 
workers are a class in Japan colonized by the rest of the 
country: they suffer low wages and hard work. There 
are no other jobs. 

Eventually they will run out of people to do this 
work in nuclear plants. The high radiation levels mean 
that people can work only one to two months until they 
test at the maximum of 100 millisieverts (a measure- 
ment of radiation). Typically they cannot return to nu- 
clear work for about four to five years until their radia- 
tion levels are low enough. 

Just conditions would be: you work one to two 
months and then be compensated. But instead, workers 
are just let go. Another concern is that there are fewer 
and fewer skilled and experienced nuclear workers. Our 
union is called "Precariat" because many other workers 
depend on these people. There is no healthcare, espe- 
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ILWU since the 1934 San Francisco General Strike, has 
in effect been turned over to the employer. 

What was the union left with? Its so-called juris- 
diction, touted by the international's bureaucrats as a 
victory. To them it means dues-paying members. Ju- 
risdiction is preserved, but democracy is assassinated. 

Workers at the docks for decades have been steadi- 
ly eliminated through automation. At Longview, much 
of the work will be conducted by managers running 
computers in the control room. 

In my shop union democracy died the day a Labor- 
Management Partnership (LMP) was imposed from 
the top in the midst of a strike wave over the right to 
provide quality care. When our local protested undemo- 
cratic practices by the SEIU International, they fired 
all our local officers and imposed a trusteeship. 

Recently, the president of the LMP, at the conclu- 
sion of "bargaining" for a new contract (now referred to 
with the euphemism "common issues committees" to- 
wards "shared goals"), spoke of how the lives of working 
men and women (the 99%) have been made tougher by 
the 1% who control the wealth. 

UNION URGES HELP FOR THE BOSSES 

Then, with a straight face, he urged us to continue 
to help the employer "cut costs" in order for the com- 
pany to stay "competitive." He was essentially saying 
there's no alternative if we want to keep our jobs. 

The following week, he announced that he was en- 
tering into an expanded partnership with the Califor- 
nia Hospital Association to help erode landmark qual- 
ity care legislation won by nurses mandating minimum 
nurse-to-patient ratios. 

The steady decline in work conditions didn't hap- 
pen overnight. Union officials saw themselves as noth- 
ing more than business agents focused on the economic 
package. They gave away our right to strike, as well as 
any say over work conditions, or how to use technology. 

Charles Denby, an auto worker at Chrysler, editor 
for many years of News & Letters, and author of Indig- 
nant Heart: A Black Worker s Journal , once spoke about 
a union business agent who complained to him, asking 
why it was that, even after he got workers better pay, 
more bonuses, more benefits, they were still unhappy. 

Denby said that what the boss gives us in wages 
and benefits, he can take away. Whatever he gives us 
at the table, he takes back more in production. Every 
extra penny we get in wages, the boss more than re- 
claims by extracting more value (surplus labor) from 
us, through speedup. 

THE BOSSES' ULTIMATE WEAPON 

Automation is the boss's ultimate weapon, which 
kills not only jobs but also union democracy. For long- 
shore workers, containerization replaced legions of 
their ranks. In healthcare, total information manage- 
ment is stripping all the human interest from our work. 
To accept the lie that this is necessary progress is to 
surrender to the dominant ideology. 

Automation is our own creation. It came from our 
own minds, fashioned with our own hands. Yet, it is a 
Frankenstein's monster that dominates us. Economic 
inequality also didn't just appear by itself. It keeps be- 
ing recreated so long as we have no self-determination 
in our daily lives in production. 

Democracy on the shop floor must come first. Only 
then can we overcome the problem of inequality. Only 
by reclaiming not just our own labor power, but also the 
meaning and purpose of our own laboring activity, can 
we gain control over technology and achieve economic 
justice. 


daily down the road. We are treated as disposable ob- 
jects, expected to die soon, so we are worked as slaves. 

In the fear and panic after the tsunami in 2011, the 
discourse was that radiation hits everyone equally. But 
it is actually concentrated on the poor. The rich can flee 
the area and have better chances at uncontaminated 
food. Poverty, nuclear war, and these reactors are inti- 
mately related. The government has not taken up the 
cause of the workers. 

The anti-nuclear movement addresses some crucial 
issues, like class discrimination, but it is marginalized. 
The anti-nuclear movement must also address migrant 
workers, Koreans and the homeless. Power plant work- 
ers are largely minorities, including Koreans. 

In the worst cases some in this movement have 
worked with ultra-right groups. Some hate groups have 
been accepted by the anti-nuclear movement and have 
tried to gain momentum for their agenda. 

I stand in solidarity with the workers and their de- 
mands for healthcare, decent jobs with good pay, safety 
and dignity in the workplace. 


Sutter nurses strike! 



Oakland, Calif. — Sutter Health nurses throughout 
Northern California walked off the job for one day on 
June 13. Hundreds of nurses and some doctors marched 
and rallied in front of Oakland's Summit Medical Cen- 
ter and Berkeley's Alta Bates Hospital. 

Summit will not even renew the previous contract 
because they insist on a number of takeaways, includ- 
ing sick leave. One picket sign read, "Nurses need 
healthcare too." To the tune of "Dancing in the Streets" 
strikers sang, "This is an invitation to save the patients, 
strikin' in the streets..." 

Nurses were locked out for five days so that Sut- 
ter could faithfully honor, as they always do, the strike- 
breakers' contract. — David M'Oto 

Using robots to attack 
labor upsurge in China 

Workers who created a wave of strikes in China 
from auto and electronics to steel over the past two 
years have confronted the power of private capital, the 
state and the Communist Party. In 2011 alone, China's 
State Council acknowledged 500 large-scale "mass in- 
cidents" per day, including peasant resistance to land 
grabs as well as strikes. 

An artificial labor shortage has helped workers, 
as factories informally blacklist all but young migrant 
workers who they expect to put up with inhumanly long 
hours, intensive labor and subsistence wages. Strike 
pressure in province after province to raise the mini- 
mum wage by as much as 30% has lifted the floor wage 
on average over 12% above rampant inflation. 

Workers' protest, even suicides, spotlighted 
the life-endangering hours, 60 and even 80 hours 
a week, at Foxconn's Apple and Microsoft pro- 
duction facilities. Responding to public airing 
of grievances, Foxconn claimed to reduce over- 
time — by pressuring workers to keep working, 
but off the books, for free. Even where Foxconn 
honestly reduced hours, workers were left impov- 
erished on straight time. 

Workers in Shenzhen who struck Panasonic's 
OHMS Electronics in March were recently allowed to 
elect their union leaders, as were workers at Hitachi's 
Shenzhen Hailiang Storage who had struck in De- 
cember. This exposes that, until now, the official trade 
union had permitted the capitalists to fill union slots 
with their own executives. 

Capitalists' ultimate weapon over Chinese work- 
ers' insurgency is more capital — automation and ro- 
bots. As Karl Marx said, ".. .strikes have regularly given 
rise to the invention and application of new machines. 
Machines were, it may be said, the weapon employed 
by the capitalist to quell the revolt of specialized labor." 

Foreign investors 20 years ago forced Chinese work- 
ers at their benches to compete against heavily capital- 
ized Western factories. Now one company alone, Fox- 
conn with its 1.5 million workers across China, wants 
a million robots in its factories to undermine workers' 

P° wer —Bob McGuire 


NYC May Day march 

New York — There was a large May Day rally and 
march in New York City — but you would not have 
known it from reading The New York Times. The march 
of around 10,000 was a convergence of individuals, or- 
ganizations, and participants in actions earlier in the 
day, primarily targeting sites of labor disputes and fi- 
nancial headquarters. 

Although the largest number of people seemed to 
be youth from Occupy, many others dressed theatrically 
with make-up and props, or all in black. But the mass- 
es of immigrant workers who had come out in 2006 
and the large mainstream union contingents who had 
marched in October with Occupy were not there. Oc- 
cupy Wall Street had called for a General Strike, which 
did not happen. 

A small group of activist teachers with Oc- 
cupy the Department of Education marched. 
There were educational theatrics by the Com- 
munity Food Alliance, which supports the Coali- 
tion of Immokalee Workers who pick tomatoes in 
Florida. They have won several "Fair Food" agree- 
ments since last fall (see Sept.-Oct. 2011 N&L) and 
are now targeting Chipotle Mexican Grill. 

There were small contingents of United Federation 
of Teachers, CUNY Professional Staff, Musicians Local 
802, nurses, doctors, jornaleros (day laborers) and Hos- 
pital Workers Local 1199 had a small group. 

A number of Latino groups were there too and 
some environmental groups, and a lot of individuals. 
There was one difference from traditional large march- 
es: contingents were not cohesive. People seemed to be 
mingling a lot more. 

— Susan Van Gelder 


EDITORIAL 


continued from p. 1 

who had enacted anti-labor legislation. 

On the other hand, a Walker victory would not 
only embolden anti-labor officials to propose even more 
repressive anti-worker measures, it would encourage 
those officials who were not considering anti-labor leg- 
islation to do so to try to reduce their burgeoning finan- 
cial crises, which virtually all states are experiencing. 

Money from Republican super PACs began to pour 
into Wisconsin — a total of $45.6 million, seven times 
more than Walker's opponent was able to raise. It re- 
sulted in victory for Walker. The reactionary forces 
in the nation will certainly become more aggressive 
in their efforts to eliminate all of the progressive gains 
made in decades of struggles by workers, women, youth 
and oppressed minorities. 

The Democrats did not think the recall election 
was worth an all-out effort. President Obama was not 
there to support Barrett — a decision that alienated 
many workers who knew a Walker defeat would help 
them collectively, as well as individually. 
DEMOCRACY DROWNED IN CASH 

Right now, the outlines for the coming presidential 
election are becoming clear: Who can raise the most 
money? Capitalist corporations have such an over- 
whelming financial advantage with their super PACs 
over what union and liberal forces can raise, that Rom- 
ney, even with his reactionary anti-labor and anti-pro- 
gressive social positions, has hopes of defeating Presi- 
dent Obama, now that many find themselves in a worse 
economic condition. 

Moreover, the future is looking increasingly dim 
for the working class (that all politicians now call the 
middle class — horrors, to think that there is a class 
war in this country). The simple fact is that as state 
and local governments keep laying off public workers, 
unemployment cannot drop lower than 8%. There is no 
prospect of change in the foreseeable future. 

Hundreds of thousands of workers are nearing 
the end of their unemployment benefits. Hundreds of 
thousands more have already exhausted theirs and are 
existing under increasingly destitute conditions. Oc- 
casionally, the daily press will have a feature article 
describing the horrible plight of an individual jobless 
family, but such conditions exist for millions of families. 

This is the specter that is haunting all politicians. 
They are increasingly aware that the millions who 
are suffering are seething with revolt, determined to 
change their lives. 

SIGNS OF REVOLT 

It is this revolt born of despair that is threaten- 
ing to explode. It shows itself in many forms: increas- 
ing robberies and burglaries, more drug and alcohol 
addiction, increasing divorces and escalating murders 
and suicides. These are individual expressions, and 
it is when these individual expressions coalesce that 
the seeds for revolution are watered and can flower 
into a society based on human needs and aspirations. 

But there is also a cautionary note, that with the 
birth of revolt there is the threat of counter-revolution- 
ary forces that must be confronted. How well-organized 
the forces of revolt are will determine the outcome, and 
the crucial element is a philosophy that gives the revolt 
its direction. 
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Why Hegel's Phenomenology now? 


FROM THE WRITINGS OF 

RAYADUNAYEVSKAYA 


Editor's Note: 2012 is marked by potential his- 
toric turning points and the search for new begin- 
nings. It also marks the 25th anniversary of Raya 
Dunayevskaya's last writings. We present part of 
her unfinished "Why Hegel's Phenomenology? Why 
Now?" which was an important aspect of her work on 
Dialectics of Organization and Philosophy: 'The Par- 
ty' and Forms of Organization Born out of Sponta- 
neity. We excerpt the introduction , originally printed 
in the May 8, 1987, N&L together with Part I, which 
she described as "a study of Hegel's first (and what 
Marx considered his most creative) work, Phenom- 
enology of Mind (Geist), written as Lecture Notes for 
a class I gave on the Phenomenology in the 1960s. " 
Second are excerpts from a draft of Part II, "an essay 
on the Hegelian Dialectic as Marx critiqued it in his 
Humanist Essays in 1844 and continued to develop it 
throughout his life. " The full draft of Part II is in the 
Supplement to the Raya Dunayevskaya Collection, 
pp. 10883-10900. Footnotes are added by the editors, 
except as otherwise indicated. 

Introduction to "Why Hegel's 
Phenomenology ? Why Now?" 

The Spirit of the time, growing slowly and 
quietly ripe for the new form it is to assume, 
disintegrates one fragment after another of 
the structure of its previous world. That it is 
tottering to fall is indicated only by symptoms 
here and there. Frivolity and again ennui, 
which are spreading in the established order 
of things, the undefined foreboding of some- 
thing unknown — all these betoken that there 
is something else approaching. This gradual 
crumbling to pieces, which did not alter the 
general look and aspect of the whole, is inter- 
rupted by the sunrise, which, in a flash and 
at a single stroke, brings to view the form and 
structure of the new world. 

— Hegel, Preface to the Phenomenology of Mind 

T he most difficult of all tasks that have con- 
fronted every generation of Marxists is to 
work out Marx's Marxism for its age; the task has 
never been more difficult.... We often like to quote that 
creatively great statement of Hegel about the "birth- 
time of History." What is important to see is that the 
same paragraph that talks of the birth-time of history 
and a period of transition is likewise one that speaks 
about the period of darkness before the dawn. 

That is what we all have had to suffer through — 
the darkness before the dawn. Hegel articulated both 
the darkness and the dawn in the very same para- 
graph lucidly enough. Yet, because this appears in the 
Preface to the Phenomenology of Mind, it looks as if it 
were written in anticipation of the book, whereas, in 
truth, the Preface was written after the whole work 
was completed; thus, we do not realize that the contra- 
dictory unity first became that translucent after the 
work was completed. 

It never fails that, at momentous world historic 
turning points, it is very difficult to tell the differ- 
ence between two types of twilight — whether one is 
first plunging into utter darkness or whether one has 
reached the end of a long night and is just at the mo- 
ment before the dawn of a new day. In either case, the 
challenge to find the meaning — what Hegel called "the 
undefined foreboding of something unknown" — be- 


comes a compulsion to dig for new beginnings, for a phi- 
losophy that would try to answer the question "where 
to begin?" This was the reason for a new revolutionary 
philosophy — the birth of the Hegelian dialectic — at the 
time the great French Revolution did not produce to- 
tally new beginnings in philosophy. It caused Hegel's 
break with romanticism. His deep digging went, at 
one and the same time, backward to the origins of phi- 
losophy in Greece around 500 BC and forward as the 
French Revolution was followed by the Napoleonic era 
trying to dominate all of Europe. 

In a word, the crucible of history shows that the forc- 
es of actual revolution producing revolutions in philoso- 
phy recur at historic turning points. Thus in the 1840s, 
with the rise of a totally new revolutionary class — the 
"wretched of the earth," the proletariat — Marx trans- 
formed Hegel's revolution in philosophy into a philoso- 
phy of revolution. This founding of a new continent of 
thought and of revolution unchained the Hegelian dia- 
lectic, which Marx called "revolution in permanence." 

J ust as the shock of the simultaneity of the out- 
break of World War I, and the collapse of estab- 
lished Marxism (the Second International) compelled 
Lenin to turn to Marx's deep-rootedness in the Hegelian 
Dialectic, 1 so it has become imperative to find that miss- 
ing link of a philos- 
ophy of revolution 
in the post-World 
War II world. 

A whole new 
world — a Third 

World — has been 
born. Just as the 
East European rev- 
olutionaries rose 
up against Com- 
munist totalitari- 
anism from within 
that orbit, so the 
Third World arose 
against Western 
imperialism. This movement from practice that is itself 
a form of theory has been digging for ways to put an end 
to the separation between theory and practice. It is this 
movement that has rediscovered Marx's early Human- 
ist Essays, as well as the work of his final decade where 
Marx predicted, in his studies of pre-capitalist societ- 
ies, that a revolution could come first in a technologi- 
cally backward land rather than in the technologically 
advanced West. It has had to struggle under the whip of 
counter-revolution in a nuclearly-armed world. 

Nowhere has this been more onerous than in the 
1980s under the Reagan retrogressionism, which has 
been bent on turning the clock backward — whether that 
be on civil rights, labor, women's liberation, youth and 
education or children. At the same time that there is 
this ideological pollution and the revolutionary strug- 
gle against it, even some bourgeois Hegel scholars who 
opposed the "subversion" of Hegel by Marx and by to- 
day's Marxist-Humanists have had to admit: "If Hegel 
has not literally been to the barricades of strife-ridden 
cities, or explosive rural focos, he has been in the thick 
of current ideological combat." 2 

In its way, this, too, will help illuminate why we are 
publishing "Why Hegel's Phenomenology ? Why Now?"... 

1. See "Lenin and the Dialectic: A Mind in Action" and "The 
Irish Revolution and the Dialectic of History" in Part IV — 
"World War I and the Great Divide in Marxism" — of my 
Marxism and Freedom, from 1776 until Today . — RD 

2. See George Armstrong Kelly's Hegel's Retreat from Eleusis 
[Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1978], p. 224, and 
my answer to his critique of my Philosophy and Revolution: 
From Hegel to Sartre and from Marx to Mao in the new In- 
troduction I wrote for the 1982 edition. — RD 


Why Phenomenology ? Why Now? What 
is the Relationship either to Organiza- 
tion, or to Philosophy, Not Party? 

O n the road to discovery of a whole new conti- 
nent of thought and revolution, in 1843-44, 
Marx, without any conscious concrete reach for any 
such Promethean vision, was nevertheless posing in his 
Doctoral Thesis the question of where to begin. As a 
Hegelian, he found himself in disagreement with his 
master (Hegel), not just on the analysis of the different 
views of Epicurus and Democritus on the philosophy of 
nature. Rather, he saw the grandiose system of Hegel 
failing to achieve a unity of reason and reality in the 
present (1840) period of crisis. Instead, there seemed to 
be a total diremption of two separate totalities; reason 
and reality confronted each other with hostility.... 

Marx's answer was to turn to the dialectical meth- 
od, stressing that "the practice of philosophy is itself 
theoretical. It is the critique that measures the indi- 
vidual existence by the essence, the particular reality 
by the Idea." 3 And that meant that the answer could 
only be found through a new beginning, in a totally 
new element. Marx found it in revolution, the very spe- 
cific revolution which had both inspired and mystified 
Hegel — the great French Revolu- 
tion — but he extended his hearing 
of the self-determination of the Idea 
to the sans- culottes. 

Soon after the Doctoral Disser- 
tation, Marx moved to break with 
capitalism as well as with the Young 
Hegelians, and on to the "Critique 
of the Hegelian Dialectic" in 1844. 

The very way Marx abbreviates 
the contents page of Hegel' s Phenom- 
enology of Mind shows a reorganiza- 
tion which, far from "subverting" 
Hegel, actually brings greater order 
into the work than that magnificent, 
elemental, seemingly chaotic burst- 
ing forth of all the profundities on Spirit — in such spon- 
taneity that Hegel didn't even have subheadings for it, 
whereas Marx raised Absolute Knowledge, which was 
just a chapter in Hegel, into a Part unto itself. 

Secondly, Marx wasn't only critiquing Hegel, but 
the materialist Feuerbach, whom he had "followed" but 
who he now says was deficient, having not understood 
the greatest creative contribution of Hegel of all, and 
that was "the negation of the negation" as the most cre- 
ative, not mysterious, but actual movement of history, 
which he tried to shroud with abstractions by "dehu- 
manizing," that is to say, turning man into the abstrac- 
tion of "self-consciousness." 

"The greatness of Hegel's Phenomenology, and its 
final result — the dialectic of negativity as the moving 
and creating principle — lies in this: that Hegel compre- 
hends the self-production of man as a process... grasps 
the essence of labor and conceives of objective man, 
true actual man, as the result of his own labor. " 4 

But since it was in alienated form, it had to, just 
when it reached its highest point, Absolute Knowledge, 
undergo the Golgotha of the Spirit and perish.... 
Historic transcendence. 

W hat is exciting about transcendence is that 
Marx credits Hegel with seeing it as what 
made him grasp objectivity and because he does that, 
though Hegel lives in an alienated world (and as a phi- 
losopher is the most alienated of all individuals) and 
uses the philosopher as the yardstick, nevertheless 
Hegel does not take the last step — boredom — but "ar- 
rives at an essence which is its very opposite, i.e., Na- 
ture ." 

Stop. Do you realize how great that is? What a 
leap? It was not only for Marx clearing his road, his 
totally new continent of thought and of revolution, but 
ours? Well, just consider how far in advance it is even 
of Lenin. Nature is not Practice. And Nature is not Sar- 
trean exteriority. Nature, says Marx, is true essence be- 
cause you can't separate Nature from Human Nature. 
And that is why he uses, not as a naturalist, "thor- 
oughgoing Naturalism or Humanism" which would 
first alone grasp the act of world history" and therefore 
have undergone the transcendence both of religion and 
thinghood, i.e., mediated by atheism and communism 
as the abolition of private property, and only then would 
there start " positive Humanism, beginning from itself." 

The fact that we cannot give an answer, a blueprint, 
does not absolve us from the task. It only makes it more 
difficult. What we are trying to do with this book-to-be 
is to make this task historically and philosophically so 
deeply-rooted that both we and all whom we can reach 
on the outside will be glad to journey these uncharted 
roads.... 

3. From Marx's Doctoral Dissertation, "The Difference be- 
tween the Democritean and Epicurean Philosophy of Na- 
ture," as published in Marx-Engels Collected Works, Vol. 1 
(International Publishers, 1975), p. 85. 

4. From "Critique of the Hegelian Dialectic" in Marx's 1844 
Humanist Essays, as translated by Dunayevskaya in the 
1958 edition of her book Marxism and Freedom, p. 309. 


On the 25th anniversary of the 
Raya Dunayevskaya Memorial Fund 


To assure that Dunayevskaya's work remains 
available to all those searching for a philosophy of 
revolution and to continue expanding her archives, 
in July 1987 her colleagues established the Raya Du- 
nayevskaya Memorial Fund dedicated to: 

• Assuring that Dunayevskaya's published 
writings remain in print. 

• Preserving, organizing and presenting 
her library and documents to the Wayne State 
University Archives of Labor and Urban Af- 
fairs, which houses the Raya Dunayevskaya 
Collection. 

• Supporting continued research into the 
body of ideas called Marxist-Humanism found- 
ed by Dunayevskaya. 

Over the past 25 years, in conjunction with News 
and Letters Committees, the RDMF has organized 
and donated three supplementary volumes to the 
Raya Dunayevskaya Collection. 

The RDMF has organized and donated books 
from Dunayevskaya's personal library, with impor- 
tant marginalia, and an Audio-Visual Tape Collection. 


It has created guides to these donations and to the 
supplementary volumes. It has assembled, arranged 
and catalogued the John Dwyer Collection and the 
Harry McShane Collection. 

Together with News and Letters Committees, it 
has arranged new editions of Dunayevs- 
kaya's books and has published new collec- 
tions of her writings. (See literature ad, p. 
7, for listing of these books.) 

Current projects include the publica- 
tion of a new collection of Dunayevskaya's 
writings on Marx, and making available on 
the worldwide web searchable pdf files of 
the documents in the Raya Dunayevskaya 
Collection and the Supplement to the Col- 
lection, and of all the issues of News & Letters dating 
back to its beginning in 1955. 

Please lend your assistance. Send contributions 
to: 

Raya Dunayevskaya Memorial Fund 
228 S. Wabash, Room 230 
Chicago, IL 60604 
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DISCUSSION ARTICLE 


Trade unionism & revolutionary syndicalism 


by Michael Gilbert 

The theory and practice of how to organize workers 
to take power into their own hands and fight for a new 
social order has always been uppermost in the minds of 
all true revolutionaries, even in the darkest moments 
of capitalist and state-capitalist repression. Following 
Marx, the founder of Marxist-Humanism, Raya Du- 
nayevskaya, has shown that the struggle for freedom is 
one with Marxism and that the ideas of revolutionary 
Marxism, cured of all reformist delusions, are as valid 
today as they were in Marx's time. Marxist-Humanism 
has placed the highest emphasis on the self-organiza- 
tion of workers as a class. The working class will break 
down the barriers of class, race, gender, and create a 
new human being, who 
will transcend the lim- 
its of the old society in a 
new non-alienated glob- 
al social order. 

What is the clas- 
sic form of the self- 
organization of the 
working class? What 
form of organization ap- 
pears whenever work- 
ers battle capitalism, 
whether in the U.S. in 
the nineteenth century 
or in China and Egypt 
today? It is the trade 
union. 

Today, global capi- 
talism is in a state of 
severe crisis and the "so- 
lutions" of international 
capitalists — be they 

the state-capitalists of 
China or the financial moguls of Wall Street — are more 
draconian cuts, severe forms of repression and social in- 
justice, which goes hand in hand with the movement of 
millions of workers determined to fight for their rights 
and for a new society. 

In the beginning of the industrial revolution the 
men, women and children who made factories run and 
made exorbitant profits for their employers while slav- 
ing under the most hellish life, began to realize that, 
as the old saying goes, there is strength in numbers. 
However, in the U.S., until the 1930s, the unions were 
essentially craft unions, dominated by fervently anti- 
revolutionary white skilled craftsmen. There were ex- 
ceptions who were the U.S. union movement's greatest 
leaders in its finest hours, be it the national labor upris- 
ing of 1877, the rail workers union of Eugene Debs, the 
Western Federation of Miners and its outgrowth, or the 
Industrial Workers of the World, a truly revolutionary 
syndicalist trade union organization whose goal was a 
social revolution and the end of the capitalist system. 

With the 1930s and the rise of the CIO came the 
vast expansion of the union movement into thousands 
of factories and mills throughout the U.S. The 1930s 
saw the rise of the great unions in the steel, auto, rub- 
ber, coal and garment industries. That decade saw the 
emergence of a powerful union system in U.S. ports. It 
was the decade of the sit-down strike, bloody clashes 
between workers and the hired guns of the capitalist 
class and even general strikes. It finally seemed that 
U.S. workers realized that their power and strength 
was to be found in unity and militancy. 
TRANSFORMATION INTO OPPOSITE 

In the decades that followed the end of World War 
II the unions became more bureaucratic and less mili- 
tant. They became partners with the capitalist system 
and ceased to be fighters for the entire working class. 
Workers who were not in unions ceased to be a concern 
of union bureaucrats. As the U.S. became less and less 
industrialized with the closure of factories and the 
outsourcing of jobs, unions represented a smaller and 
smaller part of the working class. Now, approximately 
9% of the non-governmental work force is unionized. 

Most young workers, in particular, have never been 
in a union, have never gone out on strike or supported 
other strikers. The spirit of solidarity which character- 
ized the union movement at the beginning of the 20th 
century and during the 1930s is dead. The capitalist 
state is openly hostile to unions or any efforts by work- 
ing people to organize unions and fight for justice. If 
you even whisper about a union in most non-union 
workplaces, you'll be out on the street before you know 
what hit you. 

The old unions have failed the working class in the 
most elementary task of all: liberating them from the 
chains of economic slavery. They failed because, long 
ago, they made a deal with the devil — the capitalist 
system — but the devil had better cards: control of the 
state bureaucracy that has never stood on the side of 
working people. The union bureaucrats were satisfied if 
they kept their place as the overseers of the unionized 
work force. They became a part of the system and had 
no intention of rocking the boat. Now the boat is going 
down and the old unions are going down with it. 

Even the public sector unions are under a sus- 


tained and ferocious attack by the ultras in the capital- 
ist state machine. These ultras want to make being in 
a union, having collective bargaining rights, having the 
right to strike, etc., a thing of the past. There are omi- 
nous parallels with the destruction of unions under the 
totalitarian regimes of the 20th century. 

Revolutionary syndicalism has always been un- 
compromising in its opposition to unions using the 
capitalist political machine to gain alleged victories for 
the workers, even if the politicians claimed to be on the 
Left, socialists, or whatever. Today, as in the past, revo- 
lutionary syndicalists have no confidence in that part 
of the bureaucratic state that regulates unions and the 
life of workers, such as the National Labor Relations 
Board in the U.S. They put their faith in organizing 

all workers in strong, 
fighting unions that do 
not make deals with the 
bosses or the state. They 
put their faith in the 
ultimate weapon of the 
united working class: 
the general strike. Revo- 
lutionary syndicalists 
also believe in union de- 
mocracy, members con- 
trolling their union and 
determining its future. 

Revolutionary 
syndicalism is reso- 
lutely anti-capitalist, 
believing that the 
union struggles today 
will lay the founda- 
tions for the society of 
tomorrow. Revolution- 
ary syndicalists believe 
in direct action on the 
job, in solidarity with other movements for revolution- 
ary change. Revolutionary syndicalism also believes in 
the organization of the entire working class into one big 
union, such as the IWW, not the division of workers into 
separate rival unions. For example, there is no reason 
why teachers in public schools should be in a separate 
union from the custodians, kitchen employees, etc. 

At every workplace, all those who work for "the oth- 
er" should be united in one union. Every industry should 
be united in one union. It is scandalous that U.S. unions 
often spend more energy fighting each other than the 
system, their common enemy. The disunity in the union 
movement is a major cause of its organic weakness. 

A revolutionary Marxist syndicalist organizer at 
Wal-Mart would tell those who work there that every 
Wal-Mart worker should be in one union across the 
world and that if the Mexican Wal-Mart workers strike, 
so should their U.S. counterparts, including those who 
work in the monster's bowels in Arkansas. Internation- 
al working-class unity is the banner of revolutionary 
syndicalism, but that solidarity must begin at home. 
SYNDICALISM AS SOCIAL MOVEMENT 

Revolutionary syndicalists believe that the syndi- 
cal organization of the working class must go beyond 
the factories, offices, and retail establishments and 
advocate the organization of unions in schools, public 
housing and private apartment buildings, ready to 
strike if their rights as students and tenants should be 
violated by the school administrators, public housing 
administrators, or landlords. Revolutionary syndical- 
ism is a social movement that seeks to struggle in every 
area of modern society where there is oppression and 
social injustice. 

There are tens of millions of U.S. workers who des- 
perately need the power that can be found when workers 
unite and form unions. As the U.S. workforce becomes 
more exploited by a collapsing system, as working con- 
ditions become worse, as salaries are cut and benefits 
are taken away, the only defense the workers have is to 
unite and unionize. But what revolutionary in their 
right mind would want to bring workers into a 
trade union bureaucracy that is in bed with the 
whole capitalist system, a union structure which, 
in itself, is counter-revolutionary? No: there has 
to be a better way. 

That better way lies in the self-organization of the 
working class wherever it may be found, in its discov- 
ery of its own power and rejection of the systems of 
alienation which permit those with power to control the 
rest of us. The key is the development of revolutionary 
consciousness, understanding that the alienation that 
millions feel from their work is caused by the existence 
of the capitalist system. One overcomes alienation by 
uniting with others in a common struggle for a new and 
non-alienated society, the famous negation of the nega- 
tion of Hegel and Marx. But this will not occur through 
the old trade unions, the Democratic Party, or the vari- 
ous reformist currents that claim to be part of the Left. 

Revolutionary syndicalism recognizes that the 
massive syndical organization of the working class can 
occur without and outside of the corrupt U.S. trade 
unions. It can occur when women and men who believe 
in the syndicalist ideal of a new society, who are in 
various workplaces of America, come together and form 


such an organization. Such unions will emerge from the 
daily struggles of people for social justice and a new 
world. But first we must have dedicated revolutionar- 
ies in the factories, offices, schools, and neighborhoods, 
to carry this forth. Marxist-Humanists can bring to a 
revolutionary syndicalist movement the fruits of a half 
century and more of struggle and theory, an apprecia- 
tion of the Marxist conception of the historic role that 
the working class can play in profound social transfor- 
mations. It can provide linkages between the workers 
and the youth who have once again taken to the streets 
to fight against the capitalist system, and they can in- 
troduce Marx and Marxism to a new generation and 
show the validity of his ideas. Like Marxist-Humanists, 
revolutionary syndicalists see the organization of the 
working class as the task of the working class itself and 
reject the notion of the vanguard party. Like Marxist- 
Humanism, revolutionary syndicalism stresses looking 
beyond the bourgeois society of today to the revolution- 
ary society of tomorrow. And like Marxist-Humanism, 
revolutionary syndicalism sees the development of rev- 
olutionary theory coming from revolutionary practice 
and vice versa. 

In both theory and practice, I believe that there 
is a strong foundation for the mutual incorporation of 
the ideas of revolutionary syndicalism and the ideas of 
Marxist-Humanism in the common struggle for a world 
in which capitalism is negated and a new world will 
arise from the ashes and debris of the old. 

Specter of Depression: 

Mattick's Business as Usual 

Business as Usual: The Economic Crisis and the 
Failure of Capitalism by Paul Mattick, Reaktion Books 
(London), 2011. 

Paul Mattick's Business as Usual is an attempt to 
come to grips in Marxist terms with the global econom- 
ic crisis that began in 2007. It is an entry into a grow- 
ing category of books which includes David Harvey's 
The Enigma of Capital and the Crises of Capitalism. 
Mattick (son of the late council communist Paul Mat- 
tick) argues that, contrary to views of the entirety of 
the world of economists and business journalists, the 
ongoing crisis (ongoing in the sense that econo- 
mies of Europe and the U.S. are inextricably in- 
terrelated) fundamentally reflects the dire prob- 
lem of profitability for capitalism. However much 
the economists may wish to trumpet the long-awaited 
turnaround, the threats of depression and war haunt a 
system running out of options. 

Mattick provides a bracing reminder of the reality 
of the nature of the capitalist system in his analysis of 
the limits of Keynesian stimulus policies: 

From the viewpoint of economics — includ- 
ing most left-wing approaches — the point of an 
economy is the allocation of resources to meet 
consumption needs. The chief issue distin- 
guishing conflicting viewpoints, then, is what 
sort of economy — what mix, for example, of 
market and state planning — does the best job 
of promoting the public welfare (the wealth of 
nations). This is why most economists, includ- 
ing Keynes, think of profit-making as a device 
for getting people with money to invest in the 
production that serves consumption. And this 
is what allows a contemporary Keynesian like 
Paul Krugman to ignore the imperative of prof- 
itability and insist, in making an argument 
for a massive stimulus program, that "under 
current conditions, a surge in public spend- 
ing would employ Americans who would oth- 
erwise be unemployed and money that would 
otherwise be sitting idle, and put both to work 
producing something useful." But capitalism 
is a system not for providing "employment" as 
an abstract goal but for employing people who 
produce profits; its goal is not the production of 
useful things but the increase of capital. 

Mattick excels in the anti-Keynesian argument so 
necessary today (Naomi Klein should put this book on 
her reading list) as well as in his passages on the enor- 
mous role of the state in the capitalist economy. But 
in his stated aim of avoiding "jargon," he constructs a 
critical structure lacking a treatment of the foundation 
of the origin of profit: surplus value (the word "value" 
does not appear in the book) and the abstract labor that 
produces it. This stems from Mattick's apparent inter- 
pretation of Marxism as a critique of political economy, 
rather than a philosophic criticism not only of political 
economy, but of the subjective assumptions that under- 
lay it. The fetish of the commodity, as Marx criti- 
cizes it in Chapter 1 of Capital , is neither an eco- 
nomic nor a sociological category, but rather a 
philosophic predicate of capitalist "civilization." 

Because of this sociological truncation of Marx's 
thought (one he shares with David Harvey), the criti- 
cism offered in Business as Usual is ultimately inad- 
equate. It should be read, however, as the puncturing of 
the balloon of dominant economic thinking it delivers is 
a salutary one. — Kevin Michaels 



Aug. 1, 1911, mass meeting in De Ridder, La., of the Brotherhood of Timber Work- 
ers. The Brotherhood of Timber Workers enrolled Black workers and affiliated 
with the Industrial Workers of the World. 
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REVOLUTION, COUNTER-REVOLUTION AND NEED FOR PHILOSOPHY 


In the Draft of Marxist-Humanist 
Perspectives for 2012-2013, published 
in the last issue, while the global analy- 
sis is good, it is partial and emphasizes 
mass uprisings that may be a part of his- 
tory tomorrow, i.e., Syria, while ignoring 
the long-term struggles that have a po- 
tential for raising a clear anti-capitalist, 
anti-state-capitalist banner, especially 
those in China. China is crucial in terms 
of an ongoing worldwide revolutionary 
dialectic, because it is a call for workers' 
self-management, for a new revolution. 
I would have given more space to the 
ongoing struggles in Europe, where the 
rise of a new fascism is a distinct pos- 
sibility. David M. 

New York City 

*** 

In the U.S. the objective of capi- 
talism is to overwhelm consciousness. 
Look at the world of finances. Ferdinand 
Lundberg wrote a book in the 1930s 
about America's 60 richest families. 
Now there are 1,000 billionaires in the 
world. All of this overwhelms and is a 
part of the consciousness being created 
to oppress. The other part of the picture 
is the revolt. Capital fears this potential 
explosive force that they know exists and 
is showing itself in many ways. The eco- 
nomic crisis destroyed the foundations 
of capitalism. The whole world today 
asks the question: is capitalism viable? 

Andy Phillips 
Detroit 

*** 

We get first negativity through our 
feelings, through the eviction notice, or 
through the pink slip, or the bad review 
for a performer waiting up all night to 
see what the critic is going to say about 
him. The way out of the chasm is the 
recognition of ourselves as Subject that 
includes, not just the working class or 
Blacks or women, but all together expe- 
riencing it as individuals, and through 
a philosophy trying to change the world. 

Paul Geist 
New York City 

*** 

Last year I often went to Occupy De- 
troit. There were 30-35 tents and about 
200 people at times. A homeless person 
who was part of Occupy froze to death 
after the Occupy camp was destroyed. 
Businesses do not allow homeless people 
to sit indoors even when they need to do 
so to save their lives. There was a pro- 
posal to superimpose an image of the 
person who froze to death on the busi- 
ness that wouldn't let him get warm. 
But the ground is shifting. The revolu- 
tion cannot be frozen in time or retro- 
gression be allowed to tear it apart. 

Dan P. 
Detroit 

After thinking that global warming 
is going to trump politics, I now think 
that Fukushima is going to trump even 
global warming as a path to destruction. 

January 

Chicago 

The Draft Perspectives states, "the 
economy appears to have a will of its 
own that cannot be controlled." There 


are a lot of people 
who think it can 
be controlled. The 
smartest people say 
no one understands 
how the economy 
works. It is a short- 
hand to say that the theory of fetishism 
encompasses not only first negation but 
second negation and freely associated 
labor is needed to abrogate the law of 
value. It needs more explanation. 

Critic 
Oakland, Calif. 

The Draft Perspectives is good in 
its critique of racism in the U.S. and its 
political discussion of the Middle East, 
especially Syria, but the economic situ- 
ation today challenges the new move- 
ments and their inability to meet the 
crisis. In the small section on the envi- 
ronment and the economy, we get a good 
discussion of the environmental costs, 
but not the objective barriers to capi- 
talist growth that the U.S. and Europe 
are experiencing. What growth there is 
leaves aside the thousands of previously 
employed people who may never work 
again. Librarian 

Chicago 

One thing that struck me in Raya 
Dunayeskaya's writings is the move- 
ment from practice that is itself a form of 
theory. To me this means that whatever 
happens in the mind has already hap- 
pened somewhere in the world. All our 
lofty concepts of democracy, liberty, free- 
dom do not descend from heaven into the 
minds of intellectuals as God's gift, but 
are the result of day-to-day struggles of 
often the most oppressed. Dunayevska- 
ya expertly demonstrates that this was 
even the case with Marx, who revised 
Capital in light of new developments in 
the class struggle. This is perhaps the 
most antithetical idea to the "postmod- 
ern," "neoliberal" capitalist superstruc- 
ture that would have all good ideas be 
the result of the studies of technocratic 
experts. Latino 

New Orleans 


THE SITUATIONISTS 

The Situationists were by far the 
most successful revolutionaries to date. 
There is no doubt in my mind that the 
Occupy Movement's success, such as 
it is, is due to its basis in Situationist 
theory and practice. Aside from them 
and their progeny, all I've heard is a lot 
of ineffective noise. Merely to call at- 
tention to a situation does not change 
it. At some point one must take action. 
Ultimately, even the Situationists were 
unsuccessful and it doesn't look good for 
Occupy, either, since what made Occupy 
a threat, the physical occupation of ter- 
ritory, has been ruthlessly eliminated by 
the state. Rand Gould 

Michigan 

*** 

I include a sub renewal and a little 
donation. You've done excellent work re- 
porting revolt around the world, includ- 



NEWS AND LETTERS SOLIDARITY WITH RED ONION PRISONERS 


Here is the solidar- 
ity statement we sent to the 
hunger-striking prisoners 
in Virginia (see page 8): 

The courageous pris- 
oners at Red Onion State 
Prison, VA, are demand- 
ing recognition that is due 
all human beings. Your de- 
mands: for edible food, for 
real grievance procedures, 
for oversight of guards' performance, 
etc., are specific to your institution 
and conditions. Yet they reverberate 
with every prisoner and every person 
who cares about human dignity. Your 
struggle is a part of many other pris- 
oners' struggles, too. Georgia prisons 
went on strike on Dec. 9, 2010. South- 
ern Ohio Correctional Facility in Lu- 
cas ville, Ohio, went on hunger strike in 


January 2011. Pelican Bay 
SHU prisoners organized a 
hunger strike in July 2011 
and again in September- 
October 2011, that crossed 
not only the race/gang divi- 
sions the prison forces on 
prisoners, it inspired soli- 
darity actions in many oth- 
er California prisons and 
engendered unprecedented 
support from outside, uniting families 
of prisoners with activists in various 
actions of support. 

We in News and Letters Commit- 
tees express the firmest solidarity with 
the strivings of Red Onion prisoners. 
You are not forgotten! Your struggle is 
our struggle, is everyone's struggle for 
a human world. 

News and Letters Committees 




ing the Occupy Wall Street movement. I 
was also impressed that you raised the 
Situationists for discussion (see March- 
April N&L). I have been since the mid- 
1960s a critic of the Situationists, but 
N&L's discussion was unusual on the 
Left. 

I followed the Situationists' splits 
and for the most part was disgusted. 
They reminded me of the old Socialist 
Labor Party, another anti-State, Marx- 
quoting faction. Both were vanguardists 
in their internal arrangements. The in- 
credible creativity of young workers and 
students in the streets of Paris in May- 
June 1968 could not possibly have de- 
rived from the plodding and tendentious 
diatribes of Guy Debord et al. 

In the 1960s I could tell at a glance 
that C.L.R. James, Castoriadis, Mur- 
ray Bookchin, the Situationists, etc. had 
little to offer. But I've continued to follow 
N&L throughout all these years. 

Seamas Cain 
Minnesota 



HANDS OFF BHEKI! 

Bheki Buthelezi, 
from the Durban 
branch of the Unem- 
ployed People's Move- 
ment, was arrested on 
June 23. There have 
been a number of protests in the area, 
including road blockades, which culmi- 
nated in a large march on June 8. People 
have been struggling for housing, elec- 
tricity and water and against an unre- 
sponsive councillor and for participatory 
development. The situation with the 
water is particularly serious as people 
are being forced to drink from polluted 
streams. Police demanded that Bheki 
cancel a planned Abahlali baseMjon- 
dolo mass meeting. He told the police 
that if the government wants to stop the 
protests they must address the people's 
concerns. How can people be expected to 
live without houses, electricity and even 
safe water almost 20 years after democ- 
racy? After sustained pressure the po- 
lice finally released Bheki later that day. 

Unemployed People's Movement 
Durban, South Africa 


ons is fool's gold. They understand in the 
most Fanonian sense — from their experi- 
ence — that the essence and appearance 
of a carceral society built for them, the 
surplus humanity, are one and the same: 
violence. And yet, to think with Fanon, 
it is from that arid zone of nonbeing, in 
the necessities of struggle, that a radical 
sense of what it is to be human flickers in 
the dark. Nigel Gibson 

Boston 


A GLOSSARY NEEDED? 

In rereading Eugene Walker's essay 
on Istvan Meszaros (March-April N&L), 
a thought came to me. A glossary would 
be helpful for readers with much inter- 
est but limited knowledge of the deep- 
thinking philosophers. I would suggest 
beginning with "dialectic" and how it 
is translated in the articles where it 
is used, e.g., "Hegel's dialectic." Other 
phrases would include "absolute idea," 
"negation of the negation," "revolution 
in permanence," "accumulation of capi- 
tal." I think there are many in the Oc- 
cupy Movement who are not aware of the 
relationship between Marxist principles 
and their own actions. N&L could be 
a conduit for enlightening the partici- 
pants of OWS. The mainstream media 
will not do so. Gloria Joseph 

Virgin Islands 

When readers have complained that 
N&L s language is obscure, the response 
could simply be that these are difficult 
concepts. But there are other possibili- 
ties. Couldn't more be done with explan- 
atory footnotes in essays for readers who 
might not know Hegel or Marx thor- 
oughly? And fundamental concepts like 
dialectics cannot be explained too often. 

Longtime reader 
New York 

*** 

No one can come to the philosophy 
of Marxist-Humanism, in terms of the 
Hegelian dialectic and, of course, its 
language, without being intimidated. It 
is also true that if you stay with it and 
not get dispirited, it's possible to make 
creditable inroads into the entire body of 
Marxist-Humanism. I say this in reflec- 
tion of my own experience. Faruq 

Pelican Bay 


VATICAN VS. CHRISTIAN ETHICS 

A great voice in ethics and Chris- 
tian spirituality has been censured by 
the Vatican. Dr. Margaret Farley in- 
spired an entire generation of students, 
been a mentor and a wise, eloquent voice 
guiding the Church towards a profound 
ethical understanding of what it means 
to live humanely. Her censure reflects on 
the state of politics in the Catholic hi- 
erarchy, which is engaging in open per- 
secution of American religious women. 
This is a sad day. 

But I was happy that Farley's book 
Just Love: A Framework for Christian 
Sexual Ethics became an Amazon best- 
seller in the aftermath of the censure. 
From #142,000 something to #16 today! 
God has a way of making a way. Maybe 
Dr. Farley can set up a scholarship for 
Catholic feminists. Woman pastor 

Memphis 


L.A. REBELLION, 20 YEARS AFTER 

The L.A. revolt was far from sim- 
ply spontaneous. It was preceded by the 
thinking of those who had had enough 
of the unjust justice system. The move- 
ments that came out of it and against 
the prison-industrial complex express, in 
their critique of the justice system, the 
rationality of revolt. They quickly grasp 
that elite politics hawked by politicians 
don't change anything, just as the offer 
to create employment by building pris- 


PRO-DEMOCRACY IN MOSCOW 

Recent events in Moscow show that 
the pro-democracy social movement is 
far from being "exhausted." On May 6, 
a day before Putin's "presidential inau- 
guration," at least 100,000 people took 
part in the "popular march" protesting 
against the rigged elections and corrup- 
tion in general. This time it was met by 
the government with brutal force. Many 
people were brutally beaten, more than 
600 arrested. 

The next day thousands of people 
wearing white ribbons (a symbol of 
protest) were again on Moscow streets. 
In order to let Putin's motorcade enter 
the Kremlin police had to block the city 
center, and the motorcade went through 
absolutely empty streets (precisely like 
Hitler in occupied Paris in 1940). But 
there were mass spontaneous demon- 
strations with people shouting "Russia 
without Putin!" "Putin is a thief!" and 
"Russia will be free!" Again police at- 
tacked and beat protesters, arresting 
about 500 (I was among them). 

A permanent camp of protesters 
was organized on one of Moscow's cen- 
tral boulevards with several hundred 
people (mostly youth) staying there — 
like Occupy Wall Street. The revolu- 
tionary process is developing; it can be 
prolonged, but the crisis of the ruling 
regime is irreversible. Alexei Gusev 
Moscow, Russia 




JULY-AUGUST 2012 


Page 7 


RICH AND DUNAYEVSKAYA: 

A SPECIAL RELATIONSHIP 

Thanks for your 
In Memoriam to 
Adrienne Rich. It 
revealed a dimen- 
sion that many who 
were appreciative of 
her poetry and femi- 
nism may not have 
known — Rich's ex- 
ploration of Marx's 
ideas through her reading of Raya Du- 
nayevskaya. One piece Rich wrote was 
titled "Dunayevskaya's Marx." It was 
crucial how you documented the impact 
of Dunayevskaya's concept of "revolu- 
tion in permanence" on Rich's thought. 
As you put it, that was "the vision that 
Adrienne Rich kept alive throughout her 
own life." Marxist-Humanist 

Latin America 



INTERNATIONAL INREACH 

I like your website and want to fol- 
low up the news and vogue in literature. 
I'm grateful for your endeavor. It's a 
pleasure to keep in contact with you. 

Curbanjan 
Istanbul, Turkey 

*** 

I've been reading N&L for a couple 
of years and found the issues to be rel- 
evant in building an alternative to capi- 
talist hegemony. I just read your Draft 
Perspectives and liked the emphasis on 
reconstituting the subject through phil- 
osophical struggle combined with the 
practical struggle for liberation. Your 
outline of struggles that have occurred 
was also sharp. However, I was disap- 
pointed at the conclusion. There seemed 
to be little in practice for making Marx- 
ist-Humanism real to those in struggle. 

D.T. 

Durham, UK 


WORKERS' OPPRESSION & REVOLT 

In Englewood, N.J., nearly 200 pro- 
tested on June 7 against the Board of 
Education decision to fire all school sec- 
retaries and paraprofessional aides in 
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the hopes of saving $2 million. The new 
outsourced staff would receive lower 
salaries, no benefits and they could be 
moved from position to position. Teach- 
ers, parents and students were outraged, 
arguing that the educational quality of 
the district would suffer. Paraprofes- 
sional aides usually come from the same 
community as the students, and provide 
support and bridging between the com- 
munity and the professional educators 
in thousands of ways, not easily quanti- 
fied or measured on a statewide test. 

Retired Teacher 
Detroit 

The May- June Workshop Talks 
column shows that workers controlling 
automation is an illusion. Technology 
is just another tool the bosses use to ex- 
ert pressure on employees. In Capital 
Karl Marx said a worker manipulating 
a machine is an appendage of it. When 
nurses and doctors feel "hurried, har- 
ried and harassed," the consequences of 
dead labor's domination over living la- 
bor are disastrous for both patients and 
healthcare workers. Reader 

Oakland, Calif. 

There has been a fundamental 
change in the U.S. working class. It has 
become far more multinational and N&L 
should reflect this by having a page in 
Spanish. Here in New York City, the real 
working-class organization is being done 
among Hispanic workers because they 
are exploited the most. Spanish is be- 
coming a revolutionary language. Pub- 
lications without a Spanish section are 
cutting off tens of millions of workers 
from exposure to new and revolutionary 
ideas. Observer 

New York City 

I understand the need for radical 
unions to adopt a structure that will 
take on corporations. However, I think 
that unionization must happen along- 
side more autonomous worker actions 
in order for us to advance the struggle 
away from worker movements that mim- 
ic state power. I am not against "orga- 
nization," but I don't think that leaving 
decisions up to union leaders, who often 
sell out workers, will lead to revolution- 
ary gains. As with the ILWU interna- 


tional leadership during the December 
West Coast Port Shut-down — who told 
rank-and-file workers not to trust Oc- 
cupy activists — or the recent sell-out of 
the Millionaire's tax by CTA leadership 
in order to make a horrible compromise 
with Jerry Brown, we run into the same 
walls time and time again if we put our 
trust into a concentration of power. 

Haven 

California 


WAR ON WOMEN AND QUEERS 

Thanks for your coverage of the war 
against women. We had 250-300 people 
(probably 25-30% from Memphis!), at 
our Unite Against the War on Women 
demonstration in Nashville on April 28. 
There was great spirit and over a dozen 
speakers. Like so many, we felt this was 
the start of something, not the finish. 

Feminist activist 
Memphis 

Thank you for Adele's review of the 
book Captive Genders (May-June N&L). 
Transgendered/gender non-conform- 
ing people are treated terribly in the 
U.S. prison system. In Chicago, Trans 
prisoners are placed with their chosen 
gender only if "surgical intervention" 
has been completed. Trans prisoners 
must be placed according to their own 
gender self-identification AND where 
they choose to be placed. So, yes, a radi- 
cal Queer liberation movement is very 
much needed! Elise 

Illinois 


MEDICAL MARIJUANA 

On April 2, I witnessed a federal 
raid on the Oaksterdam medical mari- 
juana dispensary. A crowd of about 100 
protestors followed the police agents, 
chanting, "respect our rights!" and 
"have compassion!" One man told me he 
needed medical cannabis because of his 
exposure to Agent Orange in the Viet- 
nam war. Two women cancer patients 
said they use it to increase appetite and 
for pain management; another spoke of 
needing it for fibromyalgia. All fear los- 
ing access to medication that they need. 


Obama originally indicated that he 
would respect the rights of those with 
medical needs. The raid was part of the 
escalation of the already-failed "War on 
Drugs." Polls show a majority of Ameri- 
cans favor legalization of the medical 
use of marijuana. The outpouring of 
support for patients and for freedom of 
choice on this long-running Prohibition 
is growing. D. Cheneville 

Oakland, Calif. 


VOICES FROM THE INSIDE 

I can defi- 
nitely relate to the 
freedom struggles 
in prison and in 
the outside world, 
and all the great 
articles in N&L 
about human be- 
ings standing up for their rights. What 
I love best are the articles about world 
events that the capitalist media sup- 
presses. Please keep up your great work 
and keep us informed. 

Prisoner 
Huntingdon, Penn. 

You are unmatched among the 
media. One radio station in Houston 
presents labor, indigenous, prison, im- 
migrant, gay, economic, women's and 
children's issues from their oppressed 
perspectives. The only other that comes 
close is The Abolitionist, published by a 
Maoist group, which attempts to publish 
theory. N&L has it all in one place with 
accurate, in-depth news reporting. The 
analyses by all your writers are concise, 
clear and incisive. 

I recently realized that the Readers' 
Views part is not like the aloof, detached 
commentary found in many papers. 
Here it is an integral part of the revo- 
lutionary dialog necessary to create and 
support the ongoing revolution. Writing 
to N&L is a duty for all serious revolu- 
tionaries. Prisoner 

Huntsville, Texas 

TO OUR READERS: Can you do- 
nate the price of a sub ($5) for a prisoner 
who cannot pay for one? It will be shared 
with many others. 
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Books 

by RAYA DUNAYEVSKAYA 

□ Philosophy and Revolution: From Hegel to Sartre and from 

Marx to Mao 30th Anniversary edition, 2003 $24.95 

□ Marxism and Freedom: from 1776 until Today 

2000 edition. Foreword by Joel Kovel $24.95 

□ Rosa Luxemburg, Women's Liberation, and Marx's Philosophy 

of Revolution 1991 edition. Author's new introduction. Foreword 
by Adrienne Rich $24.95 

□ Women's Liberation and the Dialectics of Revolution: Reach- 
ing for the Future $14.95 

□ The Power of Negativity: Selected Writings on the Dialectic in 

Hegel and Marx $24.95 

□ The Marxist-Humanist Theory of State-Capitalism: Selected 

Writings by Raya Dunayevskaya $8.50 

□ The Philosophic Moment of Marxist-Humanism: Two 
Historic-Philosophic Writings by Raya Dunayevskaya 

Contains "Presentation on Dialectics of Organization and Philoso- 
phy of June 1 , 1 987" and 1 953 "Letters on Hegel's Absolutes" 

$3 paperback, $10 hardcover 

by CHARLES DENBY 

□ Indignant Heart: A Black Worker's Journal 

Includes Afterword by Raya Dunayevskaya $14.95 

En Espanol 

por RAYA DUNAYEVSKAYA 

□ Marxismo y libertad $10 

□ Filosoffa y revolucion: De Hegel a Sartre y de Marx a Mao.. .$10 

□ Rosa Luxemburgo, la liberacion femenina, y la filosoffa marx- 

ista de revolucion $10 

□ La liberacion femenina y la dialectica de la revolucion: tratan- 

do de alcanzar el futuro $10 

□ El Poder de la negatividad: Escritos sobre la dialectica en 

Hegel y Marx $10 

□ Dos ensayos por Raya Dunayevskaya $2 


| See our websiteorcontactusforfuller listing 

Pamphlets 

□ Bosnia-Herzegovina: Achilles Heel of Western 'Civilization' 


(Expanded edition) $5 

□ Kosova: Writings from News & Letters , 1998-1999 $3.50 


□ American Civilization on Trial: Black Masses as Vanguard, 
by Raya Dunayevskaya, 40th anniversary edition 

□ Dialectics of Black Freedom Struggles: Race, Philosophy & 
the Needed American Revolution by John Alan 

Each $8, Special: Both for $15, including postage. 


□ Explorations in Dialectical and Critical Theory 

From Hegel to Derrida and from Marx to Meszaros $5 

□ Marx's Capital and Today's Global Crisis 

Includes critiques of Ernest Mandel and Tony Cliff $4 

□ Myriad Global Crises of the 1980s and the Nuclear World since 
World War II 

by Raya Dunayevskaya $4 

□ Nationalism, Communism, Marxist-Humanism and the 
Afro-Asian Revolutions 

by Raya Dunayevskaya $4 

□ Voices from within the Prison Walls 

by D. A. Sheldon. Prisoners' views of (in)justice system and orga- 
nizing from within $8 

For pamphlet plus donor copy for a prisoner $16 

□ Working Women for Freedom 

by Angela Terrano, Marie Dignan, and Mary Holmes $5 

□ The Coal Miners' General Strike of 1949-50 and the Birth of 
Marxist-Humanism In the U.S. 

by Andy Phillips and Raya Dunayevskaya $5 

□ On the 100th Anniversary of the First General Strike in the U.S. 

by Terry Moon and Ron Brokmeyer $5 


□ News and Letters Committees Constitution 44 (p postage 

□ Marxist-Humanist Literature Catalog 

A full list of publications (includes many not listed here) available 
from News and Letters Committees 61 1 postage 

Archives 


□ Guides to Collection and Supplement to the Raya Dunayevs- 
kaya Collection: Marxist-Humanism: A Half Century of Its 


World Development 

Full description of 17,000-page microfilm collection $4.50 

□ The Raya Dunayevskaya Collection— Marxist-Humanism: A 
Half Century of Its World Development 

A 17,000-page microfilm collection on 9 reels available from 
Wayne State University, Detroit, Ml 48202 $165 


Newspaper 

□ News & Letters subscription 

Unique combination of worker and intellectual published 6 times 
a year. (Request information about gift subscriptions.) $5/year 

□ Bound Volumes of News & Letters 

1977-84, 1984-87, 1987-94, 1994-99, 2000-2010 $70 each 

N&L is also available on microfilm. 

Mail orders to: 

News & Letters, 228 South Wabash, Suite 230, Chicago, IL 60604, 
Phone (312) 431-8242 

Enclosed find $ for the literature checked. 

Please add $2 postage for each pamphlet, $4 postage for books. 

Illinois residents add 7% sales tax. 
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City State Zip 
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Red Onion prisoners STRIKE! 


Wise County, Va. — On May 19 an inmate from Red 
Onion State Prison (ROSP) phoned a member of Sup- 
porting Prisoners and Acting for Radical Change 
(SPARC), informing her that on May 22 at least 11 in- 
mates were going on hunger strike to protest the inhu- 
mane conditions of Red Onion. 

The group of participating prisoners spanning two 
cell blocks had composed a list of ten demands: 1. Fully 
cooked and nutritious food, 2. Unrestricted access to 
grievance forms, 3. Better communication with higher- 
ranking guards to make grievances, 4. End of indefinite 
segregation, 5. Adequate standard of living including 
having more than just a sponge with which to swab 
their toilets, 6. Third-party neutral observers to docu- 
ment the conditions of ROSP, 7. To be informed of any 
changes in policy as soon as they are made, 8. Adequate 
medical care, 9. Monthly haircuts, and 10. No reprisals 
for the hunger strike. 

From the belly of the 
beast— Pelican Bay 
prisoners speak 



A new pamphlet 

From the Introduction: 

Hunger strikes by California prisoners, 
fighting perpetual solitary confinement, arose 
in mid-summer 2011 and the fall just when 
the Occupy movement took off. The prisoners' 
thoughts and actions put the criminal justice 
system on trial in the same spirit as the Oc- 
cupy Everywhere movements put the capital- 
ist system and its politics on trial. The hun- 
ger strikes shined a light on what is nearly 
universally recognized as torture at the belly 
of the beast of the criminal (injustice system 
which, by any standard, can only be judged to 
be a total failure.... 

— Urszula Wislanka and Ron Kelch 

Contents: 

♦ Introduction 

July -August 2011 

♦ Pelican Bay SHU on hunger strike 

September-October 2011 

♦ Hunger striker speaks 

♦ Pelican Bay SHU struggle continues! 

November-December 2011 

♦ SHU prisoners: We want to be treat- 
ed like human beings! 

♦ Voices from Pelican Bay SHU 
hunger strike 

May -June 2012 

♦ Sham response to prison 
hunger strike 

♦ Security Housing Unit prisoners 
react 

$3 per copy, $5 to also send one to a prisoner 

Mail to: News & Letters 
228 S. Wabash Ave., Room 230 
Chicago, IL 60604 


Solidarity with Virginia Hunger Strikers, an ad- 
hoc organization separate from SPARC, was quickly 
formed to assist the hunger strikers. Groups mobilized 
in D.C., Richmond, Roanoke, and southwest Virginia to 
spread the word and offer support. Two lawyers volun- 
teered to be legal representatives for the leaders of the 
hunger strike. Protests and demonstrations were orga- 
nized at the Department of Corrections headquarters 
in Richmond and at their branch in Roanoke. A story 
appeared in the Richmond Times -Dispatch and on the 
local television news, and announcements were made 
on WMMT radio. 

The Virginia Department of Corrections initially 
recognized that a hunger strike was in progress (once 
the strikers had refused nine meal trays in a row), 
but they swiftly and ruthlessly cracked down on it by, 
among other things, isolating the participating prison- 
ers. The organizer of the strike was at first segregated 
in an empty cell block and not allowed any visitors. DJs 
from WMMT who tried to visit participating prisoners 
were turned away. 

The prison guards forced prisoners to accept their 
food trays through a variety of ruses. In one case, a 
prisoner who was expecting a legal visit had to accept 
a tray because otherwise he would have been sent to 
the medical unit, where they could prevent him from 
getting a legal visit at all. In another case, they confis- 
cated the inmate's clothes and all possessions until he 
accepted a tray. 

Ultimately, the majority of the hunger strikers 
were shipped off to Wallens Ridge State Prison, an in- 
stitution reputed to have even harsher conditions and 
more punitive guards. The inmate who initially orga- 
nized the hunger strike was shipped out-of-state to a 
prison in Colorado, and the Department of Corrections 
declared that the hunger strike was over. Solidarity 
with Virginia Hunger Strikers has been unable to ver- 
ify this, because the DOC has blocked all attempts to 
visit or communicate with the prisoners involved. 

In the end, because of the press coverage, support 
for the hunger strikers was manifested statewide and 
further. And the initiator of the hunger strike wrote 
from Colorado, where he was isolated without any of 
his possessions, "... one thing I can say, for all the re- 
pression they [are] putting me through, [they are] let- 
ting me know for all the times they ignored us, they 
heard our voice this time." — Supporter 

Editor s note: See p. 6 for statement of solidarity 
from News and Letters Committees to the hunger-strik- 
ing Red Onion prisoners. 

lasing prisoners 

Kincheloe, Mich. — Recently, as I was awaiting a visit 
at the Control Center at Chippewa Correctional Fa- 
cility, I observed three facility staff members around 
a computer monitor. I heard sound from a video they 
were viewing of an incident earlier that day involving 
staff use of TASER-manufactured electro-shock weap- 
ons on a prisoner in one of the housing units. 

I could hear officers in the video yelling at a pris- 
oner and ordering him to go to the back of the cell. After 
an exchange of words, staff discharged an electro-shock 
weapon on the prisoner and I could hear the prisoner 
who was hit hollering. 

I heard one of the staff members watching the 

video utter in an excited tone, "F k yeah! Took the 

fight right out of 'em!" A female staff member watching 
the video immediately began laughing loudly. Staff in 
the video continued yelling at the prisoner and shortly 
thereafter discharged another electro-shock weapon 
projectile. Once again, the prisoner hit by the projectile 
began to holler in pain. The same female staff member 
burst into a loud laugh once again. 

The following day, prisoners at the facility heard 
staff members talking and laughing about the tasing 
incident. Staff also encouraged co-workers to view the 
video in the Control Center. 

Last year the Michigan Department of Corrections 
(MDOC) added electro-shock weapons to their arsenal 
as a tool to incapacitate prisoners when MDOC staff 
deem necessary. The MDOC entered into a $3 million 
contract with Michigan TASER until 2013. 

The recent nauseating events of MDOC staff view- 
ing the tasing video show how electro-shock weapons 
will be misused against prisoners, and how the sadis- 
tic culture of violence and abuse against prisoners will 
escalate. We will witness a new frontier of inhumane 
treatment of prisoners. 

Not surprisingly, these weapons are being dis- 
charged the most at prisons with large numbers of 
mental health patients. According to a MDOC staffer 
who asked to remain anonymous, "No special consid- 
eration is given to mental health patients or prisoners 
with physical disabilities before tasing them. We've 
been told to treat each prisoner the same." 

The future of assaulting prisoners with electro- 
shock weapons and showcasing the incident videos is 
pregnant with a myriad of dark possibilities. What re- 
mains to be seen is the depth of that darkness. 

— Efren Paredes 


End prison media ban! 
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On June 12 prisoners' families and prison reform advocates demonstrat- 
ed on capitol steps in Sacramento, Ca. to urge the lifting of the media 
ban, which prevents press access to report on prison conditions. 


Latino voice reaches 
beyond SHU walls 

Pelican Bay, Calif. — I have been a prisoner at Peli- 
can Bay State Prison Security Housing Unit (SHU) for 
well over 20 years. As is the case with so many, contact 
with the outside world is rare. I hope my voice brings an 
awareness to those who may care to listen. 

The struggle for justice and equality carries a 
heavy price to pay for one's efforts to maintain integrity 
and dignity in the fight against inhumane treatment. I 
have been a casualty of this battle. I spent more than 
20 years of my life condemned and isolated to SHU con- 
finement ("The Hole") with virtually no contact with 
other prisoners or the outside world. 

Unfortunately, this is the reality of the many Latin/ 
Hispanic people who comprise over 52% of those con- 
fined to SHU isolation — more than any other racial 
group in California. We continue to struggle against 
racist attacks and abuse by prison officials who subject 
us to torturous conditions and treatment as a means 
to enslave us and take what remains of our humanity. 
With very little resources and contact, most can no lon- 
ger tolerate the psychological tortures imposed upon 
us. This results in prisoners becoming jailhouse infor- 
mants to regain lost privileges at the expense of their 
own people. While some lose their sense of existence, 
many continue to struggle to maintain their sanity and 
more — myself included. 

I have no family, nor anyone left to comfort 
my thoughts or to bring serenity to my fears. It 
is only the kindred spirit of the wise before me 
who occupy my heart and the hearts of those still 
seeking justice! 

There is a saying in Latin: nulli desperandum, 
quamdiu spirat which means "not one is to be despaired 
of so long as he breathes," i.e., "while there is life, there 
is hope." It is from this concept that I draw strength. 

My desire to extend my voice beyond these walls 
stems from the fact that, while society conceives of it- 
self as an indivisible unit, it is divided by a dualism 
which perhaps originated when man ceased to be an 
animal, and invented himself, his consciousness and 
his ethics. Sometimes society's ends, disguised as moral 
precepts, coincide with the desires and needs of those 
who comprise it. But sometimes they deny the aspi- 
rations of important minorities or classes. Often they 
deny man's profoundest liberties and the very existence 
of humanity and what is just and fair. 

Therefore, my people resemble a neurotic for whom 
moral principles and abstract ideas have no practical 
function. We have all, at one time or another, rebelled 
against the very rules that we have been conditioned to 
uphold — be it our parents', society's, whatever. But the 
cry of the less fortunate is not the cry of animals. Rath- 
er, it is a call to defend the moral right to be treated as 
a human being and not like some caged beast. 

This is my voice of Latin descent which is the voice 
of many whose cry for justice is the hope that society 
looks beyond its fear and hatred and opens its mind to 
the true reality of institutional and systematic injus- 
tice and enslavement of minorities and those too poor 
to fend for themselves. 

In the name of justice, 

J.G. 
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Chicago Spring vs. NATO summit 



Commemorating the 
Los Angeles Rebellion 

Los Angeles, Calif. — On April 28, people from the 
Black community, some from Occupy LA, and others 
gathered at the 71st and Normandie Ave. block party 
on the 20th anniversary of the 1992 LA Rebellion. 

The event was moderated by Mollie Ball — long-time 
community activist and part of the LA-4-Plus Defense 
Committee. That committee was formed to support the 
five Black youths who were at Florence and Normandie 
where Reginald Denny was beaten after the four police 
who brutally beat Rodney King were found not guilty. 

Many Black youth from the neighborhood engaged 
in conversations. Also attending were women from 
Cease Fire Committee, a gang interventionist group, 
and Project Cry No More, a women's organization 
supporting families of victims killed by police or gang 
members. Keith Watson, one of the LA-4-Plus-ers, ac- 
knowledged other LA-4-Plus members, including Da- 
mien Williams, who is still in prison. 

Congresswoman Maxine Waters said the LA Re- 
bellion influenced her. She has never lost connections 
with the very poor of the Black community. 

Three young Black women who live on the block 
learned of the May Day march from people of Occupy 
LA. They joined a leg of the march at Florence and 
Normandie, which caravanned through Central Ave. in 
South Central LA to downtown and united with the im- 
migrant rights march. 

There were other events for the commemoration 
of the 1992 Rebellion. One was held at the first AME 
Church, another by the Youth Justice Coalition, and on 
April 29 there was an open mike, poetry and music at 
Florence and Normandie. 

On April 28, the LA Black Workers Center held a 
town hall meeting at the Watts Labor Community Ac- 
tion Center in remembrance of 1992 "to acknowledge 
the reality of lack of employment and opportunities, 
and the pain workers face in Los Angeles." 

Twenty years after the Rebellion, the poverty and 
unemployment — especially among Black and Brown 
youth — have not improved. It has been this way since 
the U.S. Civil War ended 147 years ago. We want to 
fundamentally change the alienated human relations 
formed by the capitalist economic system into a new 
human society for all. The many ideas of Marxist- 
Humanism, theories and philosophies of freedom, are 
just as important as organizing practice and more 
practice. — Basho 

ADAPT activists 
sentenced 

Washington, D.C — Fourteen of 74 ADAPT activists 
arrested in April for protesting Chair of the House Bud- 
get Committee Representative Ryan's proposal to cut 
Medicaid funding by $800 billion were sentenced in the 
Superior Court of the District of Columbia. 

During the court proceedings, Mike Oxford, an 
ADAPT organizer from Kansas, made a statement on 
behalf on the group. "People felt that they had no option 
but to protest because the proposed Medicaid cuts are 
so extreme," he said. "If enacted, these cuts will leave 
people with disabilities without services that help them 
with the most basic aspects of living: getting out of bed, 
getting dressed, eating and going to the bathroom. For 
some with significant health problems, it will mean no 
healthcare. These cuts threaten our very lives." 

Bruce Darling of Rochester ADAPT said, "The 
Medicaid cuts often focus on home and community ser- 
vices. What scares people most is that these cuts end up 
forcing people with disabilities and seniors into nursing 
homes and institutions." People should not be forced to 
give up their freedom to support tax cuts for corpora- 
tions and the rich. 

Medicaid budget cuts are being enacted across the 
country, shredding the social safety net for millions 
who have no financial recourse to preserve the services 
that empower them to live in their own communities. 

After demanding that all those arrested appear in 
court in person, which would have caused great finan- 
cial distress to those who lived far away (which was ev- 
eryone), the U.S. Attorney's Office made a last minute 
reversal. Sixty were excused from appearing, but most 
had already made travel arrangements that were non- 
refundable. However, 14 of the protesters, from as far 
away as Kansas, Minnesota and Texas, were ordered to 
appear in the D.C. court. 

The judge refused to allow ADAPT's attorney to 
appear on behalf of his clients. The 14 pled guilty and 
were sentenced to a suspended 10 days in a D.C. jail, 
and put on six months probation. In addition the court 
required they pay $50 toward a crime victim's fund. 
During the six months, they must not be arrested and 
must stay off the Capitol grounds. The remaining 60 
activists signed a similar agreement. 

Said Adam Ballard of Chicago ADAPT, "Defend- 
ing our freedom should not be regarded as a criminal 
act, and I will not be intimidated into silence by these 
tactics." — Suzanne Rose 


Chicago — "Some of us killed innocents. Some of us 
helped in continuing these wars from home. Some of 
us watched our friends die. Some of us are not here be- 
cause we took our own lives. We did not get the care 
promised to us by our government. All of us watched 
failed policies turn into bloodshed. Listen to us, hear 
us, and think: Was any of this worth it? Do these med- 
als thank us for a job well done? Do they mask lies, 
corruption, and abuse of young men and women who 
swore to defend their country? We tear off this mask. 
Hear us." 

That is how Alejandro Villatoro of Iraq Veterans 
Against the War began the moving ceremony May 20 
where almost 50 Iraq and Afghanistan veterans each 
announced why they were throwing their medals back 
to the generals. It came at the end of the march of thou- 
sands down Michigan Avenue, the biggest in a week of 
protests occasioned by the May 20-21 NATO summit 
here. The ceremony — held as close to the summit as the 
occupying army of police from numerous jurisdictions, 
National Guard and private contractors would allow — 
followed a speech from members of Afghans for Peace 
about the horrors of U.S. /NATO occupation of their 
country and their statement of solidarity with anti-war 
U.S. veterans. 

Contradictions in the movement were on display 
too, as many marchers thought that the highest expres- 
sion of anti-imperialism was to defend dictator Bashar 
al-Assad from an imagined NATO plan to invade Syria. 
There was lively debate about such positions, especially 


QUEERNOTES 


by Elise 

Brave were the marchers in this year's Pride Pa- 
rades in Warsaw, Poland; Riga, Latvia; and Split, Croa- 
tia. Heavy police protection was required at each march. 
While the Roman Catholic Church's anti-Queer stand 
remains strong, an openly Gay man and a Transsexual 
person were voted into Poland's Parliament in 2011 and 
a number of Croatia's government ministers marched in 
the parade in Split. 

* * * 

The National Coalition of Anti-Violence Programs, 
a U.S. alliance of Queer anti- violence groups, reports 
that 2011 witnessed the highest rate of GLBT people 
murdered. Transgender women account for 40 % of 
those murdered. Encouragingly, however, when Queer 
people of color are the victims, hate crimes charges are 

more likely attached to the original charges. 

* * * 

The American Psychological Association's proposal 
to include Intersex individuals, who are people born 
with atypical sex anatomy, in the upcoming edition of 
Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders , 
also known as the DSM, used by mental health profes- 
sionals worldwide, is drawing much criticism. The Brit- 
ish Psychological Association objects to the unneces- 
sary medicalisation of natural behaviors. They contend 
that much of the difficulties Intersex people experience 
are caused by social conditions, which are what need to 
be righted. 
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❖ Marxismo y 
libertad 

❖ Filosofia y 
revolution and 
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at the People's Summit the weekend before the NATO 
event. But there's truly a problem when people who 
hail Assad as an anti-imperialist hero are accepted as a 
legitimate part of the Left and of Occupy. 

The week of protests was not limited to anti-war: 
National Nurses United held a rally of thousands, de- 
nouncing Wall Street plunder and healthcare cutbacks; 
protesters demanding the right to healthcare contin- 
ued their 24/7 camps in front of two recently shuttered 
city mental health clinics and marched to Mayor Rahm 
Emanuel's house; an immigrants' rights march was 
followed by a sit-in; and anti-eviction campaigners set 
up furniture in a downtown Citibank, dramatizing the 
plight of people whose homes have been taken away 
and demanding a moratorium on foreclosure evictions 
in Cook County. 

Two dozen demonstrators were seriously injured by 
police; several people who had livestreamed the protest 
on the web were detained at gunpoint; and, most no- 
toriously, the local prosecutor tried to paint the move- 
ment as "terrorist" by entrapping five out-of-towners in 
violent plots hatched, or possibly fabricated, by police 
spies. Occupy Chicago members were involved in all 
protests, signaling that the movement is undaunted by 
continuing repression. — Protester 

Carlos Montes 
claims victory 

Los Angeles — Carlos Montes was targeted by the 
FBI and charged with six felony counts in 2011 for his 
long history of anti-war and Chicano rights activism 
since the 1970s. He was facing 18 years. After over a 
year of struggle — demonstrating, organizing and court 
hearings — the district attorney offered a plea bargain 
in which Carlos was to serve five years. They finally 
dropped all but one count — a felony perjury, to which 
Carlos pleaded "no contest" on June 5. He will serve 
three years formal probation and do community ser- 
vice. He will serve no prison time. 

On May 17, 2011, at 5:00 AM, LA County Sheriff s 
SWAT team along with FBI agents crashed his door 
and pointed guns to his head. They took his computers, 
guns and activism documents. They tried to interrogate 
him, but he asserted his Constitutional right to remain 
silent. His activism includes the 1975 Chicano mora- 
torium mass protest against the Vietnam War in East 
Los Angeles, fighting for Chicano Studies in East Los 
Angeles College, protesting the U.S.'s wars on Iraq and 
Afghanistan, protests at the Republican Convention 
in '08, organizing and demonstrating for immigrant 
rights, and demonstrating against the FBI's raid on 23 
activists in Chicago and Minneapolis on Sept. 24, 2010. 

Carlos Montes considers the result a victory be- 
cause the courts and mass media are slanted to get 
a conviction at a trial, especially against Black and 
Brown youths. Most judges are ex-prosecutors. The 
criminal court system is actually run in the interest of 
capital and not for the masses of people. Carlos Montes 
will continue to work for immigrant rights and other 
issues. — Basho 
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Europe experiences capitalist crisis and revolt 


continued from p. 1 

campaign to bully Greeks into voting for the parties 
that had voted for austerity. Buried in the business 
pages of The New York Times was an explanation: 

"Greece continues to receive billions of euros in 
emergency assistance.... But almost none of the money 
is going to the Greek government to pay for vital pub- 
lic services. Instead, it is flowing directly back into the 
troika's pockets." 1 

The Greek vote and the Socialist Party victory in 
France's presidential and parliamentary elections did 
deal a blow to the Eurozone's reigning policy of auster- 
ity. German Chancellor Angela 
Merkel and others signaled 
their willingness to renegoti- 
ate Greece's austerity pro- 
gram. Even the conservative 
New Democracy party made an 
about face and campaigned on 
demanding an easing of aus- 
terity — and narrowly bested 
Syriza in the June rematch. 

That is not the only reason 
to beware the euphoria among 
many left parties over May's 
elections in Greece and France. 

FAR RIGHT SURGES 

First, not only the electoral 
left, but the far right, got a big 
increase of votes. In Greece, 
the outright neo-Nazi Golden Dawn got 7%, and, worse, 
13% of the youth vote. They also got 50% of the police 
vote. Some members of this group — known for violence 
against immigrants, minorities, and, in coordination 
with the police, against demonstrators and union mem- 
bers — have called for "a new Holocaust" aimed at immi- 
grants. But the centrist parties created an opening for 
the far right not only by implementing finance capital's 
draconian austerity package but by scapegoating im- 
migrants and drumming up nationalism. 

Excuses were given that Greeks did not know what 
Golden Dawn represented, but it again got 7% in June, 
after one of its top politicians assaulted two women left- 
ist legislators on live television and the video went viral. 
The vote followed a series of anti-fascist demonstrations 
calling attention to the true nature of Golden Dawn. 

Across Europe, the far right is surging, from 
Hungary, where they control the government, 
to France, where the National Front gained 18% 
of the presidential vote and won seats in parlia- 
ment for the first time in 15 years. Serbia elected 
as its president Tomislav Nikolic, who was once 
an associate of Vojislav Seselj and Slobodan Mi- 
losevic, and has been linked to a 1991 massacre of 
Croatians by a Serb nationalist militia. 

Second, Syriza, the Greek coalition of the so-called 
"radical left," is not so radical. Like the Greek Commu- 
nist Party, this coalition of Eurocommunists, Stalinists, 
Trotskyists, Maoists, Greens, and social democrats has 
worked to contain the militancy of strikes and dem- 
onstrations in the crisis of the past four years and is 
closely linked to the union bureaucracy. 

Syriza' s program is social-democratic, calling for 
bank nationalizations, redistribution of wealth through 
taxes, renegotiating the austerity package, and staying 
in the euro. As a Greek anti-authoritarian group bit- 
ingly stated, Syriza's goal is "...an alternative path for 
the reproduction of capitalist relations in Greece that 
will be implemented by a different government in which 
the leftists will have assumed the role they deserve...." 2 

As Syriza's leader, Alexis Tsipras, told The New 
York Times : "...we have to press [German Chancellor] 
Merkel to follow the example of America, where the 
debt crisis wasn't tackled with austerity measures but 
with an expansionist approach." 3 
LEFT'S ILLUSIONS ABOUT SYRIZA 

The desperation, even opportunism, of the inter- 
national Marxist and post-Marxist Left is revealed by 
the widespread illusions about Syriza. A June 4 appeal 
signed by such luminaries as Etienne Balibar, Alain 
Badiou and Antonio Negri uncritically declares its 
unity with "Syriza's activists and leaders" and equates 
"the Greek Left" with Syriza. 

What Tsipras and Syriza do not urge is that the 
masses translate the reaction against austerity from 
votes for them into deepening the actions in the streets, 
the general strikes and popular assemblies. Instead, 
they channel all that energy into electoral politics. 
OCCUPY ATHENS' DIFFERENT VIEW 

A totally different attitude was expressed in the 
May 27 manifesto of Occupy Athens: 

"Not long ago, during the economic bubble years, 

1. "Most Aid to Greece Circles Back," May 30, 2012, New York 
Times. 

2. "Preliminary notes towards an account of the 'movement of 
popular assemblies,'" July 13, 2011, by Ta Paidia Tis Galar- 
ias, a self-described "anti-authoritarian communist group 
from Athens," http://libcom.org/blog/preliminary-notes-to- 
wards-account-movement-popular-assemblies-13072011. 

3. "Rising Greek Political Star, Foe of Austerity, Puts Europe 

on Edge," May 19, 2012, The New York Times. 


we were experiencing inequality and social fragmenta- 
tion, violence or apathy, depression, systemic corrup- 
tion and lack of justice, low education and low aesthet- 
ics. We do not wish to return to the situation preceding 
the economic crisis.... Society has started to discuss the 
real issues. Everything is expressed and everything is 
open. Now is our chance." 4 

The vision of Syriza and similar tendencies re- 
volves around substituting Keynesianism and the wel- 
fare state for neoliberal austerity. While it is true that 
the policy of austerity can undermine whatever weak 
economic recovery was going to take place, a Keynesian 



Popular assembly in Syntagma Square, Athens, Greece, May 5, 2012. 


pro-growth policy cannot solve capitalism's structural 
crisis. It adds to the ever-increasing debt burdens of 
states, putting downward pressure on the rate of profit, 
whose decline is the cause of the structural crisis. 

As disastrous as austerity has been — keeping the 
working classes of Greece, Spain, Ireland, and other 
countries in depression conditions — the European 
Union's dictates are not just a matter of neoliberal ide- 
ology. They reflect the dominance of Germany over the 
Eurozone, the dominance of finance capital over politi- 
cal and economic institutions, and above all the class 
war capital is waging against labor, driven by the low 
rate of profit. 

THE DECISIVE FALLING RATE OF PROFIT 

Since the structural crisis of the 1970s, the usual 
solution has not been sufficient, that is, recession's de- 
struction of capital, with decreases in capital invest- 
ment and in production, layoffs and bankruptcies. That 
has been supplemented with an all-out attack on the 
wages and conditions of workers, destruction of unions, 
and the neoliberal form of capitalist globalization, pit- 
ting the world's workers against the poorest paid and 
most oppressed, whether in China, Honduras, or Ban- 
gladesh. Even so, the U.S. and many European coun- 
tries are still mired in a fifth year of massive unemploy- 
ment, high debt, and continuing housing crises. State 
intervention may ameliorate these problems but has 
been stunted by politics, not because the money could 
not be found, but precisely because of the desperation 
of the capitalist class to push down the working class. 

Fortune 500 companies are making record profits, 5 
but the decline in the rate of profit remains an over- 
riding determinant, and is manifested in corporations 
hoarding piles of cash instead of investing it, or putting 
it in speculative financial instruments. This has result- 
ed in slow or negative growth, growing debt, unemploy- 
ment and foreclosures. 

Since the rate of profit is the ratio of surplus 
value to total capital, its decline is a manifesta- 
tion of the dialectical inversion at the heart of 
capitalism, the domination of dead over living la- 
bor: living labor is the only source of value, but at 
the same time capital needs to keep growing and 
squeeze labor hours to a minimum. 

European institutions have tried one half-measure 
after another to try to paper over the debt crisis and to 
build what they call a firewall around Greece, but the 
storm clouds keep gathering. About $91 billion in euros 
has been pulled out of Greek banks in three years, and 
the pace quickened after the May election. The risk of 
Greece leaving the Eurozone is high. 

That threatens to knock over more dominos, with 
unpredictable repercussions for financial markets. The 
more that international capitalists fear that certain 
countries may be forced out of the Eurozone and/or de- 
fault on debt, the higher the risk of bank runs and the 
higher the interest rates they have to pay for govern- 
ment bonds, in turn increasing the risk of default. 

Even French banks may be in trouble, and the 
European Union as a whole is living in fear of what 
is being called its own "Lehman moment" — or even a 
"Lehman moment" for the global economy — at a time 
when economies are already weakening in Europe, the 
U.S., China, India and Brazil. The strength of the disin- 
tegrative forces in Europe increases the chances of both 


revolution and fascist counter-revolution. 

Eurozone leaders are struggling to save their 
monetary union by turning it into a fiscal and politi- 
cal union. Some resist because nations would have to 
yield sovereignty to institutions dominated by German 
capital. But it was left to a Wall Street executive to 
express the brutal capitalist truth: the point is to im- 
pose German-style "discipline" on all Europe — that is, 
"reformed pensions... wage restraint and greater labor- 
market flexibility." 6 In other words, the point of greater 
European integration is to drive down wages, working 
conditions, job security and social services. 

The choice offered to the working class is depres- 
sion through market chaos, or planned depression 
through the intensification of continental-scale state- 
capitalism. The history of the last century shows that 
state-capitalism is unable to undo the rate of profit's 
fall, and that the last Great Depression led to world 
war. We cannot afford another. 

It is crucial to raise a banner of the masses abolish- 
ing capitalism by creating their own organs of power, 
as they have begun to do, and developing them in such 
a way as to begin to take control of production and the 
labor process right within the workplace. 

At the same time today's movements need to be 
cognizant of the worldwide strength of the counter-rev- 
olution. Solidarity and revolutionary cooperation must 
be every bit as international as the capitalists' class 
war against labor, and every bit as multidimensional as 
the resistance to reaction on all fronts. 

Furthermore, each movement needs to recognize 
both that self-emancipation is the task of the masses 
alone, and that their self-development demands the re- 
lease of what movements are already implicitly reach- 
ing for: so new a relationship of practice to theory as to 
forge a unity of philosophy and revolution. 


6. Steven Rattner, "The Euro's 11th Hour," June 9, 2012, New 
York Times. 

Mali's contradictions 

The fracturing of Mali and the demand for self-de- 
termination of the Tuareg people in the north continue 
(see May-June N&L), but with grave contradictions. 
The National Movement for the Liberation of Azawad 
(MNLA), the coalition that has fought for independence 
and a new country, Azawad, joined forces with Ansar 
Dine, a Tuareg-led militant Islamist group whose pri- 
mary objective is not an independent state in the north, 
but rather to impose sharia law over all of Mali. 

The MNLA and the Tuareg people are paying 
the price for this alliance. Ansar Dine has taken 
over the historic city of Timbuktu and imposed 
sharia law. Now all women must be veiled and no 
smoking or drinking is permitted. Resistance has 
quickly been repressed as in the northern city of 
Kidal where women and children attempted a 
march to oppose sharia law. Ansar Dine men in 
pickup trucks attacked the demonstration. 

In Mali itself, after a military coup deposed the 
elected President, the coup was replaced by interim 
president Dioncounda Traore. However, he was at- 
tacked and beaten, and is being treated in France, the 
original colonial power. The disarray within Mali now 
matches the disarray in the north. These events are 
taking place while a devastating drought is occurring 
across the Sahel (a belt stretching from the Atlantic 
to the Red Sea) putting the lives of millions in several 
West Africa countries, including Mali, in great danger. 

Within West Africa as a whole, there is strong re- 
sistance to the dismemberment of Mali and recogni- 
tion of Azawad. West African military chiefs have troop 
commitments from Nigeria, Niger and Senegal for pos- 
sible action. At present they await an invitation from 
what remains of Mali's government plus backing from 
the UN to enter Mali for "stabilization," and then to 
confront the rebel-held territories in the North if nego- 
tiations fail. France and the U.S., aiming to prevent the 
development of any kind of radical Islamist base, are 
certain to enter into this fray, possibly with air power. 

With this cauldron of contending rebel factions, 
the Mali government and military, regional powers and 
France and the U.S., the possibility of genuine self-de- 
termination for the Tuareg people as well as for all the 
peoples of Mali now has little chance of realization. 

— Eugene Walker 
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4. "We - Occupy Athens Manifesto," http://interoccupy.org/ 
we-occupy-athens-manifesto/. Spain's indignados express a 
similar attitude: "It is not the crisis. It is the system." 

5. "Fortune 500 Companies Made Record $824 Billion Profit 
In 2011," May 7, 2012 Huffington Post. 
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Quebec 'Maple Spring 1 repression 


Montreal — The Printemps Erable (Maple Spring), 
named after the Arab Spring, continues in Quebec and 
reverberates throughout Canada in an ever-deepening 
crisis since the massive Quebec student strike began 
in February. It faces a new wave of brutal repression, 
whose extreme character accentuates the bankruptcy 
of Quebec's government. 

In mid-May Line Beauchamp, Minister of Educa- 
tion, bad as she was, was pressured into resigning, hav- 
ing been determined as too student-friendly, and was 
replaced by extreme hard-liner Michelle Courchesne on 
May 14. The Charest government has used injunctions 
as a repressive measure all along, by which a single 
anti-strike student or parent may obtain a court order 
against strikers. On May 15 a student got an injunc- 
tion against picketing students and teachers at College 
Lionel-Groulx in Ste-Therese and police were sent in. 

Later that day, a meeting was held at which Cour- 
chesne broke off negotiations after less than an hour. 
Then, on May 18, the Assemblee Nationale passed Bill 
78, a law so drastic that it amounted to a declaration 
of martial law. On May 22, nearly 150,000 marched in 
Montreal in defiance of its prohibitions. 

Bill 78 is draconian: 1. The school semester has 
been "suspended" (scrapped) at all striking schools. 2. 
Fines designed to bankrupt individuals and organiza- 
tions have been imposed for anyone who blocks access 
to schools. 3. No public assemblies of 50 or more people 
are allowed without prior police approval. 

Furthermore, no masks are allowed, including 
scarves for protection against tear gas. This also pre- 
vents street theatre, a major expression of the move- 
ment which requires face paint and masks, including 
the "AnarchoPanda," a very popular costume character 
bear who dances, waves flowers, and hugs people. 

These are such serious constitutional violations 
that the Quebec Human Rights Commission, the Que- 
bec Bar Association, and media commentators — both 
left and right — plus legal and political groups across 
Canada, have condemned them as violations of the Ca- 
nadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms, as a form of 
lawlessness posing as law and order. 

Though it is clear that the Quebec government is 
not serious about educating the youth, there is anoth- 
er motive. The student crisis is being used to cover a 
deeper one: government corruption in the transporta- 
tion and construction industries, overflowing in illegal 
campaign funding. There has been so much bribery and 
intimidation in awarding construction contracts involv- 
ing members of the provincial government, that Pre- 
mier Jean Charest himself may be implicated. 

In October 2009, the head of the Quebec Provincial 
Police, Richard Deschenes, attempted to investigate 
that corruption in "Operation Hammer." Not only were 
many witnesses intimidated, even with a witness pro- 
tection program, his report was also suppressed. 

He and others asked for a Commission d'Enquete, 


a fact-finding commission similar to a U.S. grand jury. 
After two and a half years of pressure from progres- 
sive forces, a commission was established under Judge 
France Charbonneau. Under her leadership, the com- 
mission revealed an astonishing cesspool of corruption. 

On June 14 Jacques Deschesneau, former Montre- 
al poice chief who was also in charge of an inquest into 
corruption, told the Charbonneau Commission that he 
had leaked his own report to the press when he feared 
that his superiors in the government would suppress it. 
There is more to come, and it could bring down the en- 
tire Charest government and shake the rest of Canada. 

Though some student leaders have expressed 
burnout, the rank-and-file student strikers and sup- 
porting teachers and workers have not and are keeping 
up the fight. Quebec students and workers are not eas- 
ily intimidated, and instead of frightening them, these 
bludgeon laws and tactics have only made them angrier 
and more militant. We will see this whole situation in 
Quebec unfold, or perhaps unravel in the coming weeks 
and months. There is nothing more powerful than the 
idea of freedom. Nous Vaincronsl 

— Ti-Ouistiti, P-J, and D. Cheneville 


Occupy the school- 
keep Lakeview open! 



Parents, students and teachers have occupied Lakeview Elemen- 
tary School in Oakland, Calif., since June 15 to keep it open, just one of 
five schools slated for closure. Under threat from police and the Oakland 
Unified School District, the protesters, including Occupy Oakland, nev- 
ertheless have created social justice, art, and gardening classes. "We 
want families and all taxpayers to stand up and tell our country that 
these buildings are going to be used to teach children," said parent Joel 
Velasquez to MercuryNews.com, "These buildings belong to us." 


Occupy Movement faces racism 


Chicago — On June 18, Occupy Chicago held the first 
of a series of discussions on "The Elephant in the Room: 
A workshop about dismantling racism in the Occupy 
Movement." 

Discussion was lively, and comradely, among 
the majority Black, Latino and Native American 
participants, but represented just the beginning of 
an effort to "voice the unvoiced." One Latino former 
prisoner said, "You have to give credit to the white 
youth who came out to occupy the streets. But we have 
to bring the struggles together. Our people have been 
facing these problems for years." 

Winbush, Occupy the South Side: Race plays a 
part in so many of the things we talk about — economic 
justice, political rights, any of the things we've been 
dealing with in Occupy. You can always dig a little 
deeper and find that there are racial tones. The loss of 
jobs helped produce the current crisis, and if you are 
Black or Latino the legal system will label you to keep 
you unemployed. 

Visitor from Un-Occupy Albuquerque: I 

am from New Mexico. We changed our name to be in 
solidarity with those communities in New Mexico that 
have long been "occupied" by the U.S. There was a split 
over that in Occupy Albuquerque. But we wanted to 
deal with all forms of oppression. 

Jennifer, Occupy Rogers Park: I'm disheartened 
by the people not at this event that I've seen so many 
times at other events. You can't say you are the 99% 
when we people of color only make up about 2%. 

David Orlikoff, Occupy Chicago: Race is a 
key component of what led to Occupy, the housing 
collapse. The media and Republican Party narrative 
is that banks were forced to make mortgage loans to 
irresponsible Black people and that broke the economy. 
The opposite is true. Banks spent hundreds of millions 
of dollars to lobby Congress to change the laws, and 
then committed all kinds of fraud. Blacks and Latinos 
have lost about 70% of their wealth since the crash. But 
they are the scapegoats. 


Wynne: With Occupy in the fall I felt there was 
disrespect towards people of color. I noticed a lot of 
women doing secretarial type work and a lot of white 
boys talking into bullhorns. When I pointed this out I 
was told I was a "whiny girl," oversensitive. I come from 
a working-class background. My mom, after having 
been a nurse for 25 years, just had her house foreclosed 
on. There are a lot of white workers struggling — how 
can we bring them into our movement? 

Marissa Brown, Occupy the South Side: 
Looking at my community, I know how good Occupy 
is, and I can't quite blend bringing this good stuff to 
the community and the community to Occupy. I'm here 
because I'd like to bridge that gap and involve more 
people of color in a movement that could impact them 
so much. If we don't address this issue of racism we're 
going to be very limited in how far we can grow. 

Tom Rainey, Occupy Chicago: I've been active 
as an organizer in Occupy Chicago. I have thought of 
myself as a dissident in Occupy, and sometimes have 
been surprised by how retrogressive some ideas I've 
heard were. A lot of people don't know the history of 
revolutionary struggles in America and the relations of 
race and gender. 

We do need to be called out on racism and sexism. 
I will be Old School and talk about the ideas of Karl 
Marx. Capitalism tries to separate us by class, race, 
and many other ways. At every stage of a revolutionary 
movement we have to face the internal contradictions. 

§ 

That last point is key. It isn't just the fate of 
Occupy at issue. The real question is: will the current 
generation that has become active through Occupy 
be able to carry revolutionary principles forward 
into the struggle? A genuine challenge to the logic of 
capitalism is emerging from today's movements. What 
is still missing is the unity of these movements from 
practice with the movement from theory, into an overall 
philosophy that can point the way to a new society. 

— Fred Mecklenburg 


A voice from Occupy 

Oakland, Calif. — I am an anarchist and believe in 
acting according to my principles, most recently in 
Stockton on May 31 in a general strike protesting the 
murders of three Black men — James Rivera, Jr., Luther 
"Champ" Brown, Jr., and James Cooke — killed by police. 
The demonstration showed the community, masked up, 
willing to defend themselves from the police, in solidar- 
ity with the families who were standing up. 

We sent a message to the police that it's not okay to 
keep killing. There were people from Oakland, Modesto 
and other valley towns. I would not have believed it was 
possible to confront the police on that scale when I lived 
there as a child. 

This was anarchism at its best: mutual aid, soli- 
darity with people who are not trying to organize with a 
set leadership or bureaucracy, who are coming together 
to stand up, creating community ties. There was no 
vanguard rhetoric. 

I was radicalized by the student movement in 2009, 
in the Wheeler Hall occupation at the University of Cal- 
ifornia at Berkeley. There was a build-up to the occupa- 
tion: people going to classrooms talking about fee hikes. 
We must have relationships with other people that we 
would not normally talk to in order to build up towards 
radicalizing actions. 

A revolution, to be successful, has to be about re- 
lationships. In Oakland there are tens of thousands of 
working women who are in abusive relationships. But 
some of those women become union organizers, the 
most powerful leaders, who stand up to their bosses. 

It taught me that you have to do a lot of hard work 
educating people about the crisis. Then you have direct 
actions, spectacles that draw people in, that are an ex- 
ercise of power, that also show police brutality, the true 
colors of the administration, etc. 

The world we want to live in can exist now. There 
was an Oakland Commune at Oscar Grant Plaza. 
People were living their lives differently, having free 
healthcare, education, food. I want to live in a world 
where it is an option to have small-scale communities 
that can organize themselves non-hierarchically. You 
keep fighting, while living according to your principles. 

If we're not actively working towards the world 
that we want, it makes it a "someday" project. Someday 
I may not have to live in an abusive situation. But if 
you're fighting patriarchy, it is right now, not someday. 

— Haven 

Vets used and abused 

Memphis, Tenn. — When the U.S. invaded Iraq in 
2003, the military did find weapons of mass destruction 
in the form of chemical weapons. This was not made 
public, because the weapons had been a gift to Saddam 
Hussein from the U.S. Since the canisters still showed 
they were U.S. government property, they were 
destroyed, by the cheapest method, in open burn pits. 

The chemical weapons manufactured by 
the U.S. are not designed only to kill instantly, 
but also cause long-term damage, even genetic 
damage to children born later. Soldiers serving 
in Iraq during the first five rotations guarding 
the burn pits or downwind of them now all have 
cancer or precancerous conditions. 

KBR, the firm overseeing the burning, and other 
corporations that provided contracting work during the 
Iraq war were so greatly enriched that many believe 
this was the real reason the U.S. invaded Iraq and why 
the war lasted so long. Many U.S. soldiers returning 
from Iraq have stories of witnessing generals taking 
orders from corporate bosses, of battles being stopped 
to prolong the war, and of a new disregard for soldiers' 
lives in the military. 

When veterans return home, they fight a new 
war with the Dept, of Veterans Affairs (VA), for 
medical care and disability benefits. While some 
VA doctors are helpful, others tell veterans they 
don’t really have physical and emotional injuries, 
even the obvious ones. 

Bureaucrats handling disability benefits do the 
same thing, because every combat-related injury or 
illness represents a disability percentage. The VA 
prolongs for months or years the awarding of disability 
benefits. This is partly due to massive understaffing, 
but also done deliberately in hopes that veterans will die 
before the government has to provide money or services. 

Today, more veterans die from suicide than from 
combat. When veterans cannot be employed and the 
government refuses pensions and disability, suicide 
will provide their spouses with survivor benefits, which 
cost the government less. Providing for their families 
is a major reason people join the military. All of this 
has contributed to the fact that, in the U.S., 23% of the 
homeless are veterans. 

Disabled American Veterans (DAV) is a volunteer 
organization that exists to help veterans fight the 
VA. But since DAV only helps individuals, veterans 
and those who care about them need to form a mass 
movement. It can start with veterans and their families 
telling their stories. Like any oppressed workers under 
capitalism, veterans must still fight to be treated as 
valuable human beings rather than expendable, used- 
up objects whose sole function was to make money for 
others. — Spouse of a disabled veteran 
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WORLD* VIEW 


Syria and the Left 


by Gerry Emmett 



" None of us believe that peace is so sweet or life so 
dear that we are willing to sell our freedom at the price 
of chains and slavery. " 

These words of a young Syrian woman express 
the passion that 
animates the 
Syrian Revolu- 
tion now facing 
the most brutal, 
determined op- 
position from 
Assad's geno- 
cidal regime. Its 
fate — the fate of 
the people of Syr- 
ia — will likely de- 
termine the next 
chapter in world 
history. 

There are 
moments when 
history turns 
upon what hap- 
pens in one 

seemingly small 

country. This 

was true of Spain in the 1930s and Bosnia in the 1990s. 
These moments became tests of world politics, and the 
response to them measured one's attitude to revolution. 

Some call themselves "revolutionaries," but will 
not act in support of the Syrian people. They aren't 
revolutionaries, they are bystanders. 


Young pro-Syrian freedom fighter, part of a 
demonstration in Alexandria, Egypt. 


REVOLUTION AND COUNTER-REVOLUTION 


The impact of the Syrian Revolution is being felt 
in Israel and Iran. The Iranian government's current 
attacks on labor point to its fear of revolution spread- 
ing to the Iranian masses. According to the Coordinat- 
ing Committee to Help Form Workers' Organizations, 
over 60 independent labor activists were arrested at 
gunpoint June 15 in Karaj. As the government cuts 
subsidies, Iran's reactionary rulers are worried that 
the flame of revolution which broke out in 2009 might 
return, sparked by the Syrian Revolution and intensi- 
fied by the greater immiseration of the working class. 

Israel's reactionary rulers have likewise intensified 
their drive to define society in their own image, as seen 
in the May 23 pogroms against Africans in Tel Aviv. 
People were assaulted and shops looted. Right-wing 
politicians encouraged these attacks, following Prime 
Minister Netanyahu's claim that African immigrants 
"threaten the social fabric of society, our national se- 
curity and our national identity." Detention camps are 
being built as prelude to the expulsion of the African 
refugees, who came mainly from Eritrea and Sudan. 

Partly expressions of racism, these claims are also 
meant to instill the idea in the Israeli populace that the 
country can detach itself from the world, through fences 
in the West Bank and Sinai, through missile technology 
and pre-emptive attacks. The threat of expulsion of Pal- 
estinians is implicit. The knowledge that a free Syria 
would support the Palestinian struggle terrifies Netan- 
yahu, Interior Minister Eli Yishai, Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Avigdor Lieberman, and their like. 

A 'LEFT' FALLS IN DISGRACE 


Unfortunately, at the very moment when it could 
have greatest impact, a large section of the "revolution- 
ary" movement is disgracing itself by supporting Assad, 
even, grotesquely, in the guise of an "anti-war" move- 


ment by drugging themselves heavily with conspiracy 
theories. They send endless emails detailing the "truth" 
about the Houla massacre, for example, claiming that 
it wasn't Assad's supporters who murdered 108 villag- 
ers, including 49 children. No, they claim — against all 
evidence, against all observers, against the confessions 
of defectors — it was done by Syrian rebels. Or al-Qaeda, 
or the CIA... As the massacres repeat, the lies repeat. 
THE TRUE ANTI-WAR MOVEMENT 

Their chosen fantasies reveal the poverty of their 
vision, gnawing at its bone of first negativity. 

In the words of Syrian poet Mohja Kahf: "Those 
who see the Syrian revolution as being initiated by a 
US-NATO-led conspiracy imply that the Syrian grass- 
roots are nothings, ineffectual, incapable of having 
ideas, movements, experiences, and vision of their 
own." 

It is the Syrian masses fighting for freedom who 
are the true anti-war movement. Those Leftists who 
call for a peace that cannot exist, merely do their part to 
set the stage for future wars and genocides, as did those 
who failed to rise to the challenges of Bosnia and Spain. 

Arab spring continues 

Egypt 

Egypt's first presidential election presented voters 
with two bad choices: Ahmed Shafiq, a Mubarak ally, or 
Mohammed Mursi of the Muslim Brotherhood. Neither 
candidate has any connection to the working women, 
the youth, or the mass self-organization that have been 
at the heart of Egypt's revolution. 

This election showed why it is vital not to subor- 
dinate the revolutionary demands of Tahrir Square to 
bourgeois politics. In the end these parties will make 
very similar deals with world and national capitalism. 
If this happens, the creative human relationships born 
of struggle will be rolled back. 

Yemen 

In Yemen, the post-Saleh era is also beginning 
with political parties trying to break down the revolu- 
tionary unity of the occupied squares and confine the 
movement to electoral politics. But one young woman 
revolutionary described the recent election this way: 
"People didn't vote for Hadi, but for change. Polling day 
was like collecting signatures to remove Saleh." Women 
and youth, in particular, have made great strides dur- 
ing the revolutionary occupations and have no desire to 
step backwards. 

They are also looking outward. In June rallies in 
Sanaa, protesters chanted, "Bashar is finished like 
Saleh! Yemen and Syria, we are one!" 

Bahrain 

The Arab Spring lives on in Bahrain as well. In 
May, 200,000 people — the largest demonstration in the 
nation's history — marched through Manama to show 
their rejection of a proposed union with Saudi Arabia. 
Smaller protests happen almost nightly. 

The government continues such outrages as the 
prosecution of an 11-year-old boy for blocking a street. 

On June 20, Doctor Saeed al-Samaheeji began a 
hunger strike. He is one of nine medical professionals 
sentenced to prison terms of from one month to five 
years for treating demonstrators injured when the gov- 
ernment brutally cleared Pearl Square — killing at least 
four people, injuring many more. 

As in Yemen, these protests constitute a real threat 
to the reactionary Saudi society. 


Mexico: 'Yo soy # 132 1 

Mexico City — Into this dismal Presidential electoral 
season has come a breath of fresh air: a student move- 
ment by the name of "I am #132." It arose in mid-May 
and spread like wildfire in universities throughout the 
country, with thousands and then tens of thousands of 
secondary and university students joining on the inter- 
net, in the streets in protest, and in general assemblies 
on campuses. 

The movement is independent of political parties 
and disgusted with what has passed for political dis- 
course, including in the media, and particularly the 
major commercial television stations Televisa and TV 
Azteca, which have a near duopoly of the airwaves. 
These stations are in the pocket of the candidate of the 
old Partido Revolucionario Institucional (PRI) and his 
super-well-financed campaign to return PRI to its for- 
mer authoritarian dominance. 

This dominance was interrupted by 12 years 
of the equally reactionary Partido Action Nacional 
(PAN), whose candidate, Felipe Calderon, became 
President. Calderon's term has seen a failed war 
against narco-traffickers yielding 60,000 dead, in- 
cluding thousands of innocent citizens, thousands 
more disappeared, and deepening corruption at all 
levels of government. 

ENTER THE STUDENTS, PROTESTS BEGIN 

Against this chaos entered the students. It began 
May 11, when PRI candidate Pena Nieto went to the 
private Universidad Iberoamericana for a staged cam- 
paign appearance. He was greeted with a huge protest. 
Nieto is the ex-governor of the State of Mexico. In 2006 
he presided over, and did nothing to investigate, a mas- 
sive attack by police and federal forces on the militant 
community of Atenco during which there were mass ar- 
rests, rapes of women by police, and two students killed. 
Now, in the electoral campaign of 2012, Iberoamericana 
students protested with signs and shouts. Pena Nieto 
was forced off the campus. 

Immediately, television stations and newspapers 
in debt to the PRI began a big-lie campaign against 
the students. On one hand, videos shown on TV edited 
out the protest. On the other, newspapers and the PRI 
claimed it was organized by "thugs," not students. 

THE BIRTH OF A MOVEMENT 

The students took to the internet. A video showed 
131 of them holding up ID proving that they were 
students. The response was an unbelievable mass 
outpouring of support from all over Mexico. So was 
born "I am #132," as tens of thousands indicated they 
wanted to join the 131 who had bravely shown, in this 
authoritarian nation, that they were students who 
were declaring Ya Basta ! (Enough!) Something must 
change. 

What has happened has been phenomenal. In 
city after city, protest upon protest, tens of thou- 
sands have taken the streets, confronted televi- 
sion stations, and held assemblies on campuses. 
They are demanding a real dialogue, an authen- 
tic campaign. Within the movement are a multi- 
tude of opinions and ideas. All oppose Pena Ni- 
eto. Some are for Lopez Obrador, the somewhat 
more progressive candidate. Some call for an 
election boycott. 

Many want to move far beyond the current elector- 
al campaign — indeed, beyond the question of elections. 
They have begun serious questioning of where Mexi- 
can society is and where it is heading. The presidential 
election is July 1. As we go to press, many are saying 
that what is crucial is what happens beginning July 2. 
The students here have led the way. 

— Eugene Walker 


NEWS AND LETTERS COMMITTEES 

Who We Are And What We Stand For 


News and Letters Committees is an 
organization of Marxist-Humanists that 
since its birth has stood for the abolition 
of capitalism, both in its private property 
form as in the U.S., and its state prop- 
erty form, as it has historically appeared 
in state-capitalist regimes calling them- 
selves Communist as in Russia and Chi- 
na. We stand for the development of new 
human relations, what Marx first called 
a new Humanism. 

News & Letters was founded in 1955, 
the year of the Detroit wildcat strikes 
against Automation and the Montgomery 
Bus Boycott against segregation — activi- 
ties which signaled a new movement from 
practice that was itself a form of theory. 
News & Letters was created so that the 
voices of revolt from below could be heard 
unseparated from the articulation of a 
philosophy of liberation. 

Raya Dunayevskaya (1910-1987), 
founder of the body of ideas of Marxist- 
Humanism, became Chairwoman of the 


National Editorial Board and National 
Chairwoman of the Committees from its 
founding to 1987. Charles Denby (1907- 
83), a Black production worker, author 
of Indignant Heart: A Black Worker's 
Journal, became editor of the paper from 
1955 to 1983. Dunayevskaya' s works, 
Marxism and Freedom, from 1776 until 
Today (1958), Philosophy and Revolu- 
tion: From Hegel to Sartre and from 
Marx to Mao (1973), and Rosa Luxem- 
burg, Women's Liberation, and Marx's 
Philosophy of Revolution (1982) spell out 
the philosophic ground of Marx's Hu- 
manism internationally, as American 
Civilization on Trial concretizes it on the 
American scene and shows the two-way 
road between the U.S. and Africa. 

This body of ideas challenges all 
those desiring freedom to transcend the 
limitations of post-Marx Marxism, be- 
ginning with Engels. In light of the crises 
of our nuclearly armed world, it becomes 
imperative not only to reject what is, but 


to reveal and further develop the revolu- 
tionary Humanist future inherent in the 
present. The new visions of the future 
which Dunayevskaya left us in her work 
from the 1940s to the 1980s are rooted in 
her discovery of Marx's Marxism in its 
original form as a new Humanism and 
in her re-creation of that philosophy for 
our age as Marxist-Humanism. This is 
recorded in the documents on microfilm 
and open to all under the title The Raya 
Dunayevskaya Collection — Marxist-Hu- 
manism: A Half-Century of Its World De- 
velopment. 

Dunayevskaya' s philosophic com- 
prehension of her creation and develop- 
ment of Marxist-Humanism, especially 
as expressed in her 1980s writings, pres- 
ents the vantage point for re-creating 
her ideas anew. Seeking to grasp that 
vantage point for ourselves and make 
it available to all who struggle for free- 
dom, we have published Dunayevskaya' s 
original 1953 philosophic breakthrough 


and her final 1987 Presentation on the 
Dialectics of Organization and Philoso- 
phy in The Philosophic Moment of Marx- 
ist-Humanism (1989), and donated new 
supplementary volumes to the Raya Du- 
nayevskaya Collection. News and Letters 
Committees aims at developing and con- 
cretizing this body of ideas for our time. 

In opposing this capitalistic, racist, 
sexist, heterosexist, class-ridden society, 
we have organized ourselves into a com- 
mittee form of organization rather than 
any elitist party "to lead." We partici- 
pate in all class and freedom struggles, 
nationally and internationally. As our 
Constitution states: "It is our aim... to 
promote the firmest unity among work- 
ers, Blacks and other minorities, women, 
youth and those intellectuals who have 
broken with the ruling bureaucracy of 
both capital and labor." We do not sepa- 
rate mass activities from the activity of 
thinking. Send for a copy of the Constitu- 
tion of News and Letters Committees. 





WORKSHOPTALKS 


Chevron refinery's 
'acceptable risks' 


by Htun Lin 

On Aug. 6, a huge toxic plume, caused by a mas- 
sive fire from a leak at the Chevron refinery, spread 
over Richmond, Calif. Immediately afterward, the hot 
topic of discussion on the local TV news became what 
this would do to gas prices, not what it has done to the 
environment and the health of the community, which 
already suffers from chronic low-level toxic releases. 

The next concern was the legitimacy of the claims, 
now over 9,000, filed by those who were harmed, or 
whose homes were damaged by the smoke, ash, and 
debris, which spread over tens of miles. Chevron ex- 
ecutives and lawyers wasted no time setting up a claim 
center and a compensation process for the injured to get 
this cost behind them. 


COST OF PRODUCTION 


What happened was not an accident. While no one 
wanted to see an explosion, certain risks are deemed 
acceptable by the industry to keep production going. 
Chevron overruled their own engineers who, in a state- 
mandated safety analysis, had recommended replacing 
the pipe that exploded. 

A refinery safety expert from the Steel Workers 
Union said, "When you have hydrocarbons outside the 
pipe, you are no longer running at a normal condition. 
It's time to shut the thing off and fix it, not to try to 
figure out a way around it." 

But as one of Chevron's experts acknowledged, a 

continued on p. 3 


EDITORIAL 


Syrians 

against all odds 


Daraya, Aug. 25: the Assad regime continues 
its genocide, with 300-600 estimated killed in this 
Damascus suburb. The dead are unarmed men, women 
and children of the working class. This massacre was 
committed to terrorize the revolutionary people of Syr- 
ia, and to guarantee the security of the nearby military 
airfield that Assad will use in the event he flees. 

The area had slipped from Assad's control months 
ago, residents organizing their own lives free of the 
mukhabarat (secret police). This is no "civil war." It is a 
revolution that has reduced Assad's forces to something 
more like occupiers. What is left of his loyal military, 
and the terrorist shabiha , can pummel Syria's neigh- 
borhoods and villages with heavy weaponry and move 
in for lightning raids that invariably end in massacre. 
They can no longer hold the territory of Free Syria. 

Even the claim to be a protector of "his own" Alawi 
religious group is vitiated by the fact, pointed out by 
an Alawi defector, that "In the Sunni community, if in 
every building there is an agent for the regime, in an 
Alawite community, in every building there are five." 
So terror there remains effective — the Alawi effectively 
hostages to the regime. 


TEHRAN TO RIYYAD AND BEYOND 


There is outside intervention in Syria. The Rus- 
sian, Chinese and Iranian governments, in particu- 
lar, have provided military aid and diplomatic cover 
for Assad. On the other hand, the reactionary rulers 
of Saudi Arabia have provided a stingy amount of aid 
to the Syrian revolutionaries. It hasn't been nearly 
enough, nor anything like what the Saudi rulers can 
afford. That is because they are not committed to a free, 

continued on p. 9 
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Reactionary U.S. election 
shows capital's contradictions 


by Ron Kelch 

"We built it!" roared the delegates at the Republi- 
can Party convention in Tampa. It was the perfect ex- 
pression of the presidential campaign and of capitalist 
thinking in general. The truth is that workers built the 
social wealth. Capitalists take it from the workers, and 
the government gets a portion. 

Mitt Romney and Paul Ryan launched their presi- 
dential ticket with a here-come-the-saviors-of-the- 
economy media blitz. 

Except for assessing 
the present economic 
recovery as dismal, 
everything uttered 
was total deception. 

They call their plan 
"saving Medicare" 
when it would destroy 
it. Tea Party Repub- 
licans rode "Get the 
government's hands 
off my Medicare" to 
landslide success in 
2010, and they are 
counting on the same 
lie again. 

Far from balanc- 
ing the budget, Ryan's 
budget will explode 
the deficit. The Ryan 
and Romney budgets 
grant huge tax cuts 
to the super-rich and Ryan's especially rewards those 
like Romney, whose income comes from capital gains 
and who would pay almost no taxes. Creating bloated 
deficits by lowering taxes on the wealthy while expand- 
ing the war budget has been the way Republicans have 
forced cuts to social programs. This time they aim to 
demolish the remaining social safety net — food stamps, 
Medicaid, and education — even as their austerity mea- 
sures would sink the economy into a deeper depression. 
REPUBLICANS 1 WAR AGAINST WOMEN 

The Romney/Ryan flimflam road show just got 
started when Todd Akin, a U.S. Senate candidate from 
Missouri, commented that women who are "legitimate- 
ly" raped don't need abortions because their bodies will 
shut down conception. (See "Retrogression's Stench," 
p. 2.) This disregard for the material facts of life is rife 
within the extremist base of the Republican Party, 
where demonizing women who want abortions, or de- 
riding them for promoting birth control, is standard 
practice. Ryan co-sponsored a bill with Akin giving full 
rights of personhood to a fertilized egg, thus outlaw- 


ing some forms of birth control and all abortion — even 
in the case of rape. This is enshrined as a plank in the 
Republican platform. 

When Romney asked him to resign, Akin not only 
refused but garnered support from Christian Right 
politicians like former Arkansas governor Mike Hucka- 
bee. Shockingly, Akin had a comfortable lead over in- 
cumbent Senator Claire McCaskill and still may unseat 
her. It is hard to overestimate the retrogressive threat 
of a Republican victory in this election. 

THE UGLY POLITICS 
OF RACISM 

The Republican cam- 
paign has exploited and 
exacerbated the U.S.'s 
hideous racism where 
President Obama is pre- 
sented as an "other," and, 
despite all evidence to the 
contrary, not born here. 
Republicans tagged him 
"the food stamp Presi- 
dent" and swamped the 
media with ads showing 
Blacks lined up for ben- 
efits along with the com- 
ments "you paid for that" 
and the lie that under 
Obama "they just send 
you your welfare check" 
with no requirements. 
The truth is that 
Obama is enforcing the same anti-poor — especially tar- 
geting poor women — Gingrich-Clinton "reform" that 
gutted welfare. The racist, lying implication presented 
to poor whites in swing states that Obama is only out 
to help his "own kind," comes when poor and forgot- 
ten long-term unemployed of all colors desperately need 
more help to survive. 

Republicans, who know the Black vote is solidly 
against them, are turning to despicable methods of se- 
lective voter suppression on a scale not seen since be- 
fore the Civil Rights Movement, when Jim Crow laws 
effectively locked Blacks out of voting in the South. Gov- 
ernors in critical swing states like Ohio and Florida are 
trying to outlaw early and weekend voting used by many 
Blacks to avoid missing work or the interminable lines 
in concentrated urban areas. Florida has purged thou- 
sands of registered voters, including 12,000 who were 
erroneously flagged. Over 70% of those flagged voters 
were African American or Latino. At the same time, 
Florida's outrageous new restrictions on voter registra- 
tion have cut new Democratic registrations by 96% as 

continued on p. 10 



Protest in March against Virginia anti-abortion bill requiring invasive transvaginal 
ultrasound. 


South Africa Marikana mine massacre 


Marikana, South Africa — Aug. 18: It's now two days 
after the brutal, heartless and merciless cold bloodbath 
of 45 Marikana mine workers by the South African Po- 
lice Services. This was a massacre! 

Mining has been central to the history of repres- 
sion in South Africa. Mining made Sandton to be Sand- 
ton and the Bantustans of the Eastern Cape to be the 
desolate places that they still are. Mining in South Af- 
rica also made the elites in England rich by exploiting 
workers in South Africa. 

Julius Malema, former leader of the youth wing 
of the African National Congress and a corrupt and 
authoritarian demagogue who represents a faction of 
the Black Economic Empowerment elite, has been de- 
manding nationalization. Progressive forces inside and 
outside of the alliance oppose Malema because he rep- 
resents the most predatory faction of the elite and is 
looking for a massive bailout for his friends who own 
unprofitable mines. What we stand for is socialization, 
under workers' control, of the mines. We also stand for 
reparations for the hundred years of exploitation. 

Things are starting to change, but not for the better. 
Khulubuse Zuma, the president's nephew, and Zondwa 
Mandela, the former president's grandchild, and many 
others with close family ties to politicians have become 
mining tycoons overnight. China has joined the band- 


wagon as well, plundering our resources. 

The National Union of Mineworkers (NUM) is rap- 
idly losing all credibility. The betrayal of the workers 
by Frank Baleni, the General Secretary of NUM, has 
made him a very rich man who condemns and tries to 
suppress the struggles of the poor. It is no surprise that 
workers are rejecting NUM, trying to build an alter- 
native union or acting on their own without any union 
representing them. 

The Marikana Mine is the richest platinum mine 
in the world, and yet its workers live in shacks and earn 
only R4,000 ($475) a month. Through their blood and 
sweat in the mines they do not only produce wealth that 
is alienated from them, they also produce the fat cats, 
who wine and dine on naked bodies and call that sushi. 

We celebrate every Rand that the workers have 
taken back from the capitalists and fully support their 
demand of a salary of R12,500 ($1,488) a month. 

If the strikers were protesting under the banner 
of the tripartite alliance (ANC, South African Com- 
munist Party and COSATU) they wouldn't have been 
slaughtered. COSATU strikes have often been violent, 
but their members are not shot like animals. In fact 
the campaigns to support Zuma in his rape and corrup- 
tion trials were full of threats of violence, and yet Zuma 

continued on p. 3 
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Retrogression's stench 


by Terry Moon 

Everyone has heard — and a great many rightly con- 
demned — the unconscionable statement by Missouri 
Republican Congressman and Senate hopeful Todd 
Akin: "from what I understand from doctors, that's re- 
ally rare," he said, referring to pregnancy from rape. "If 
it's a legitimate rape, the female body has ways to try 
to shut that whole thing down." It is not only horrify- 
ing that he is factually wrong. Akin's statement, plus 
the bill he co-authored with Republican Vice President 
wanna-be Paul Ryan, attempted to narrow and redefine 
rape to "forcible rape," as a way to limit federal funds 
for abortion barely available to women made pregnant 
by rape. 

All rape is forced. What they really mean is that 
a woman has to put up a struggle, show some bruises, 
a black eye or two, maybe a few broken bones. Then, 
maybe they'll believe her. Akin, Ryan, and their ilk re- 
veal an attitude to women that would erase 40 years of 
struggle. 

FIGHTING THE SAME FIGHT-AGAIN 

The expression "forcible rape" takes us back to 
the days when women had to be beaten, had to take 
pictures of the bruises to have some kind of document, 
some "proof' of her charge, to have even the slimmest 
chance of bringing a rapist to justice — or be believed. 

When I became active in one of the first Women 
Against Rape groups in the country in the early 1970s, 
rape was viewed as always the woman's fault. It was 
what you were wearing, where you were, who you were 
with, what you said — no matter what, it was your fault. 
That was if you were white. If you were a Black woman, 
you were assumed to always want sex and could not be 
raped at all. 

The attitude revealed by Akin/Ryan is that women 
are liars. If she hasn't been beaten bloody, she's lying, 
lying about the rape, lying to get some innocent guy in 
trouble, lying to get that money for an abortion — as if 
that would be an easy thing to do. 

BACK, BACK, BACK TO THE 1920S 

It's ironic that this putrid retrogression is appear- 
ing when, finally, the Uniform Crime Report's defini- 
tion of rape — what police and the FBI use to collect 
information and prosecute rape — was revised. How far 
back Republicans want to take us is to 1927, when rape 
was legally defined as "the carnal knowledge of a fe- 
male, forcibly and against her will." That left out men 
and boys as victims of rape, it left out rape of women 
who might be drunk or drugged, it could leave out those 
who submitted because there was a gun to their head 
or a knife at their throat — it left out all rape except the 
most violent. The new definition, more inclusive and 
realistic, came only after decades of struggle as well as 
research: "The penetration, no matter how slight, of the 
vagina or anus with any body part or object, or oral pen- 
etration by a sex organ of another person, without the 
consent of the victim." 

Akin, Ryan, and their cronies seem to see women 
as less than human, as creatures not to be trusted, who 
lie about the most serious things, who have no regard 
for what Akin/Ryan consider "life." Life to them is not 
the person standing in front of them who was brutal- 
ized, rather it is a fetus, the size of a fingernail, and the 
woman in need of help is a liar and a murderer. 

While unlike some interpreters of Sharia law who 



by Artemis 

In July, Cairo, Egypt, launched a new TV channel 
called Maria employing only niqab-clad women. The 
employees use the rhetoric of empowerment, stating 
this is a response to discrimination in hiring women 
who wear the fundamentalist garments covering all 
but the eyes. However, the channel's owner, Abu Islam 
Abdallah, stated he founded it as a correction to the 
"pandemonium" of the democratic government allowing 
women to "dress immodestly, work as dancers and even 

be members of Parliament." 

* * * 

On Aug. 6, Philippine President Benigno Aquino 
addressed a multiparty group of 180 lawmakers, stat- 
ing that 17 months of debates that have delayed the 
passage of a health bill promoting state-funded contra- 
ception must end. He linked contraception to respon- 
sible parenthood. The lawmakers agreed. 

* * * 

Over 6,000 Tunisians, mostly women, rallied Aug. 
13 against wording in the proposed Constitution des- 
ignating women as "complementary to men." They 
also demanded that a ground-breaking 1956 law that 
granted women full equality remain in the Constitu- 
tion. Refering to the president of Tunisia's new ruling 
party, Ennahda, a banner read: "Ghannouch clear off! 
Tunisian women are strong." Another read: "Rise up 
women for your rights to be enshrined in the Constitu- 
tion." One marcher spoke for many, saying: "We will not 
let Islamists turn our Spring into winter." 


demand that a raped woman produce four male wit- 
nesses or the rapist confess, Akin/Ryan and those they 
represent are on a similar trajectory. 

THE QUEST FOR UNIVERSALITY 

What they ignore at their peril is that the revolu- 
tionary core of the Women's Liberation Movement is 
not just gaining rights or political reform — that's only a 
part of it. A large segment was looking and fighting for 
a whole new and different world — fighting to be whole 
human beings. 

All aspects of what it meant to be a woman 
were in question. It was that struggle that in- 
cluded everything from equal pay to women tak- 
ing control of our own healthcare. What gave the 
fight for abortion rights such depth and power 
was that we knew that without reproductive jus- 
tice and when abortion is illegal, women die. 

What's important about this now, when that move- 
ment no longer exists in that form, is that the Women's 
Liberation Movement revealed what Karl Marx called 
"the quest for universality." That is what drives all free- 
dom movements from the U.S. Civil Rights Movement 
to Occupy and most especially Arab Spring today. 

The cynical slap on Akin's wrist from Romney 
and other Republicans reveals nothing about what 
they think of what he actually said — most agree with 
him and his hateful attitude towards women. Rather, 
it reveals that they are very afraid that if they go too 
far, show too much of their real contempt for us, they'll 
touch off another movement for freedom that they will 
be unable to contain. 

1 Comfort women' speak 

Los Angeles — Bok-dong Kim, an 87-year-old Korean 
"comfort woman," came here as part of her U.S. speak- 
ing tour on the fifth anniversary of House Resolution 
121, which acknowledged Japan's war crimes against 
the comfort women. She met with Congressional repre- 
sentatives in Washington, D.C., spoke to 300 students 
at California State University Los Angeles, and ad- 
dressed an audience of over 100 at the Glendale Public 
Library on July 30. 

The insulting term "comfort women" came 
from the Japanese Imperial Army's "comfort sta- 
tions" during World 
War II. Up to 200,000 
mostly Korean but 
also Chinese, Fili- 
pina, Taiwanese, 

Indonesian and Ma- 
laysian women were 
kidnapped and forced 
into sexual slavery, 
some for years, forced 
to give sexual service 
to 20 to 30 soldiers a 
day. The horror last- 
ed from 1932 to Aug. 

16, 1945, when Japan 
surrendered. But, 

Bok-dong Kim said, 

'Korea was liberated but we were not!!" 

Bok-dong Kim stated that comfort stations were 
formed near where the Japanese Army was engaged in 
battles: in the Philippines, Manchuria, Burma, China, 
Borneo, Java, Taiwan, etc. She was sent to a comfort 
station in Guangdong in 1941 at age 15. After Japan 
surrendered, many comfort women were abandoned, 
some were killed in bombings and many others were 
killed and buried in attempts to cover up the atrocities. 

The pain and torture of the rapes made it difficult 
for the women to talk about their past. Many could not 
have children. Kim was not welcome by relatives so she 
lived by herself in shelters. Most victims lived an isolat- 
ed life. During the Korean dictatorship that only ended 
in 1980, people could not talk of human rights. 

As another of the late so-called "comfort 
women," Duk-Kyung Kang (1921-2004), stated: 
'The war was over / My youth and my whole life 
was filled with only pain/ Unable to reveal this 
horrendous story/ 1 wept alone." 

In 1989, the late Ms. Hak-Soon Kim testified of her 
experience as a "comfort woman." This led to weekly 
protests at the Japanese Embassy in Seoul, South Ko- 
rea, in 1992. Solidarity movements developed from Asia 
to North America, from Europe to even Japan. 

The Japanese government refuses to apologize or 
pay reparations even though Japanese soldiers, too, 
testified against their government at the War Crimes 
Tribunal. The government claims it was done by con- 
tractors or they lie, saying that the women were not 
forced into sexual slavery but were "paid to come and 
take care of the troops." 

Today, only 60 of these women survive in Korea. 
One said that the Japanese government wants all of 
us to die so they won't have to pay for their war crimes. 
She said, "We will not die." Bok-dong Kim said, "I would 
use the money to help victims of other countries. Other 
women of the world are going through the same thing." 

— Japanese-American 


Abortion victory is 
won in Mauritius 



LALIT supporters at a March 6 ceremony for Sharonne and photographic 
journalist Marie-Noelle, two mothers who died from illegal abortions. 


Port Louis, Mauritius — LALIT is the only political 
party that has, over the decades, campaigned for abor- 
tion decriminalization, and finally, in June, Parliament 
passed a new Abortion Law to replace the 1838 total 
ban. Everyone in Mauritius knows that this is a LALIT 
struggle, as our stand on abortion decriminalization 
had often been used "against" us. So, it is like getting 
accumulated "support." 

The new abortion law decriminalizes abortion in 
the circumstances of serious ill-health of the woman 
or malformation of the fetus, rape, incest or statutory 
rape. It also means that women can speak openly about 
abortion, and can, when ill after a complication result- 
ing from an illegal abortion, go to a hospital for treat- 
ment with more freedom. And the struggle continues. 

The law came into the National Assembly two 
months after the women's organization, the Muv- 
man Liberasyon Fam (MLF) whose leadership is 
mostly women in LALIT, held ceremonies in two 
cemeteries with the families of women who had 
died as a direct result of abortion being illegal. 
The MLF had accentuated its campaign for abor- 
tion decriminalization, and put into question the 
wording of the archaic law, which referred to the 
woman being "quick with child." 

A woman had been charged in 2009 with illegal 
abortion, and the Director of Public Prosecutions had 
finally, after women's mobilization against the law as 
"not clear," dropped charges. 

MLF called a Common Front on Abortion which be- 
came very strong. The death of a woman photographic 
journalist following an illegal abortion changed the bal- 
ance of forces enormously, as all the reporters and other 
employees of the Press groups could no longer toe the 
line of the main companies that run the Press, which 
are historically close to the Catholic Church. 

The law was finally passed with only 20% of MPs 
voting against. This massive support in Parliament was 
despite a campaign that would make you think "every- 
one" is against it, or, if not, then too weak to stand up to 
the religious lobbies opposing abortion. 

Every time Parliament met, there were doz- 
ens of women in the galleries, holding press con- 
ferences, and even staying until after midnight. 
There was a candlelight ceremony in memory of 
women who had died from illegal abortions. 

The mobilization was given strong vocal support 
by the Nursing Association, the biggest union in the 
health sector. The Union called for complete decrimi- 
nalization, and for women to feel free to come to hos- 
pital. "We are here to look after the sick, not to judge 
you," union leader Ashok Callooa announced. He said 
nurses are the ones who see the suffering that results 
from back-street abortions, and he, like almost every- 
one else in the debate, put emphasis on the class issue. 
Poor women suffer disproportionately from the law. 

Other unions also came out in support, adding to 
the growing support from human rights groups, family 
planning organizations and the women's movement. 

A surprisingly large number of MPs spoke in favor 
of well-nigh total decriminalization, showing their reli- 
ance on the argumentation developed over decades of 
struggle, especially by LALIT and the MLF. Another 
surprise was the strong pro-secular approach amongst 
MPs of almost all parties. They put emphasis on the 
health and human rights issues, and the need for a 
secular state. The once opposition Mauritian Militant 
Movement (MMM) came out worst, with its anti-abor- 
tion MPs making fools of themselves in speeches so out- 
rageous that the Press denounced them unanimously. 

One MMM MP, Jean-Claude Barbier, actually told 
Parliament that God had personally spoken to him 
about what to say in "the august Assembly." 

MMM deputy Lysie Ribot said that women 
who had abortions were also more likely to have 
road accidents and get cancer of the cervix. She 
said, in a grotesque statement, that women who 
were raped were unlikely to fall pregnant be- 
cause their ovulation got "blocked." Adil Meea, 
yet another MMM MP, said religion was one of the 
last ramparts against degeneracy and depravity. 
Soon, he said, we will hear talk of same-sex mar- 
riages. 

But, these were marginalized completely in the 
generally massive support for the law, not only in Par- 
liament, but also outside. — Lindsey Collen for LALIT 



Photo: LALIT, Sealia Thevenaud 
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Black lung disease increasing in youth 


Detroit, Mich. — An alarming increase in black lung 
disease (pneumoconiosis) among coal miners is raising 
serious questions about the effectiveness of coal dust 
suppression in the nation's mines. Since the 1980s, 
cases of the disease have quadrupled in West Virginia, 
Kentucky and Virginia. Whereas before it had primar- 
ily affected older miners, studies by the Center for Pub- 
lic Integrity, the National Institute for Occupational 
Safety and Health and National Public Radio reveal 
that there has also been a spike in the disease among 
younger miners as well — some in their 20s. 

This comes as no surprise to federal mine safety 
regulators or the mining industry. They have known for 
at least two decades that miners were breathing dan- 
gerous amounts of coal dust. Regulations to control coal 
dust are very weak and coal operators tamper with coal 
dust detectors in the mines to register false lower re- 
sults that they then report. Compounding this fraudu- 
lent reporting is that there are far too few federal mine 
safety inspectors to effectively monitor the thousands of 
coal mines in the country. 

The importance of coal dust control had 
been horribly demonstrated in the 2010 coal dust 
explosion at the Upper Big Branch mine that 
killed 29 miners. Autopsies of the dead miners 
disclosed that of the 24 tested, 17 had evidence of 
black lung. 

The extent of the increase in black lung is vividly 
described by a coordinator of a West Virginia health 
clinic, working there since 1989, who said that in her 
first ten years, she had four cases of serious black lung 
and now she has 50. 

In addition to huge amounts of coal dust produced 


WORKSHOPTALKS 
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"normal condition" is to let production go forward even 
as these leaks regularly appear. Every consideration of 
risk for Chevron is merely to calculate not the human 
cost, but the cost of doing business. 

BUSINESS AS USUAL 


in the mining process, there is also more toxic silicia 
dust released. Federal mine records of 113,000 samples 
of dust taken since 1987 reveal that 52% exceeded fed- 
eral coal dust standards and about 65% exceeded silica 
standards. Technological advances in coal production 
increase the release of coal and silica dust, making 
those standards woefully obsolete and in serious need 
of reform to reflect current mining dangers. 

My closest friend when I worked in the mines in 
the 1950s was a young Black man about 6'4", weigh- 
ing about 200 pounds and with muscles like steel. He 
got black lung while in his 40s and his health quickly 
deteriorated. My monthly visits to see him as he lay in 
bed became increasingly agonizing. I saw his once su- 
perb body decimated by the disease. He kept a big emp- 
ty coffee can by his bedside and incessantly coughed 
up black slime that he spit into the can. He became 
nothing but skin and bones, and the oxygen he had to 
breathe provided little relief for the excruciating pain 
he suffered with every breath he took. At the end, he 

welcomed death. _ _ .... 

—Andy Phillips 


Solidarity with miners 



Oakland, Calif. — On Aug. 24, 100 activists converged on Oscar Grant 
Plaza to express solidarity with the South African miners' struggle in 
Marikana and outrage over the police slaughter of 34 striking workers at 
Lonmin Platinum Mine there. Signs read: "This Was Not An Aberration" 
and "Capitalism Requires Violence." A banner declared "Workers' Lives 
Worth More Than Platinum." —David M'Oto 


As the Steel Workers Union rep explained, Chev- 
ron had not only known about this incident hours be- 
fore the explosion, but routinely put workers' lives at 
risk in "business as usual" daily "work-arounds." 

The Chevron toxic eruption reminded me of my 
own shop, even though healthcare and petroleum are 
different industries. Patients' health as well as workers' 
safety are put at risk daily by our own "work-arounds." 
Often, healthcare professionals, who are hurried, har- 
ried, and harassed, do work-arounds in order to meet 
company goals set by the computer. The computer has 
become the omnipresent virtual boss on the shop floor. 

Occasionally, these work-arounds cause mishaps 
that have serious consequences. The employees who 
use them know management will ultimately hold them 
at fault if these violations are exposed. Department 
bosses don't discourage these work-arounds, because 
they save labor time. 

When a patient files a complaint, management 
scrambles to order immediate "service-recovery" ac- 
tions, in order to prevent the patient from filing a 
formal complaint with state agencies. This is only a 
band-aid on the problem in order to cover up ongoing 
inadequacies. State regulators, for their part, give the 
company only "slap on the wrist" fines. 

SPEWING POISON DAILY 

A demand that Chevron pay for their mistake fails 
to address the price already paid by workers and neigh- 
bors. As one Richmond resident put it: "Whatever they 
pay me, it will not cover the cost of living here for 40 
years, breathing their foul emissions daily, and having 
my kids suffer from asthma." The asthma rate for chil- 
dren in Richmond is twice the national average. 

Workers are ordered daily, with a nudge and a 
wink, to take many chances, putting not only others' 
but our own lives at risk. Safety experts are repeatedly 
overruled, as in the 2005 explosion at a Texas BP re- 
finery, which killed 15 workers. The same goes for the 
2010 explosion at BP's Transocean rig, which killed 11. 
As an industry, coal and oil may be safer than health- 
care, since the casualty rate caused by HMOs is esti- 
mated to be 100,000 per year. 

Long before any demands for industry to "pay up," 
corporate honchos had already designed fiduciary di- 
saster plans, to set up pre-fab claim centers, with 
ready-made arbitration waivers in hand, in order to 
speedily dispose of expected claims. 

For the company, this is merely a cost already pre- 
factored in their plan. They will indeed pay, but on their 
terms. In short, nothing which happens in the shop, 
(not even a tragic accident), is purely a mistake. 

They will continue to commit these "mistakes" un- 
less and until workers gain control not only of their 
labor-power, but the meaning of their laboring activ- 
ity — making labor, at last, not a mere means to an end, 
but an end in and for itself. 


Wage theft in Memphis 

Memphis, Tenn. — Activists have formed a Stop Wage 
Theft Coalition in Shelby County, Tenn., to lobby the 
Shelby County Commission to create a Wage Theft 
Ordinance that will create a process for workers to file 
complaints against bad employers. The industries most 
responsible for wage theft are construction, landscap- 
ing, restaurants, those who employ farmworkers and 
temporary staffing agencies. 

Presently there are only two Department of Labor 
investigators for all of West Tennessee and North Mis- 
sissippi. Nationwide there is approximately one inves- 
tigator per 140,000 workplaces or 700,000 employees. 
Memphians hope to get the ordinance passed this fall 
in line with Miami, Seattle, Austin, San Francisco and 
numerous other cities starting campaigns. To learn 
more about starting a campaign locally, email info@iwj. 
org and tip in cash. 

— Mario Zuluaga 


Jazz for justice 

New York — It's in the air, an edgy current that 
awakens the spirit. When did it start? Was it the Arab 
Spring? The Occupy Movement? What? Where? 

May Day 2012 was a day of expectation. New York 
musicians marched, played music, fed the soul with pro- 
test and pride, marched on the jazz clubs. What do the 
musicians want? Justice for Jazz Artists! What's that? 

Fifteen years ago a movement, Justice for Jazz Art- 
ists, developed inside New York Local 802 of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Musicians. In 2006 the sales tax was 
eliminated on admission charges at night clubs. The 
musicians' union agitated for this, believing that tax 
relief would free up money for musicians' pensions. 

Instead club owners appropriated the money, leav- 
ing nothing for the pension fund. We leafleted six major 
jazz clubs, acquainting patrons with the "justice" of our 
demands for health, retirement, and other benefits. 

The mundane minutiae of creeping craft unionism 
is as necessary as the stale air we breathe: we want to 
stay alive. But now we also dream, we think, we create 
and the memory camera in my skull plays back an im- 
age of Charles Mingus on the bandstand, intoning an 
angry opus: "Fables of Faubus." 

His bass strings snap with righteous rage while 
Danny Richmond, cymbals hissing, sneers, jeers, con- 
jures up a baleful image of Arkansas Governor Orval 
Faubus, who would deny an education to the children 
of Little Rock. 

This is the legacy of jazz: the pain, the joy, the an- 
ger of the likes of Charles Mingus. We must continue 
this wherever we perform. 

— New York musician 


Marikana massacre 
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supporters were not gunned down. 

Before the miners occupied the hill, they made a 
vow that no bullet would deter them. They were will- 
ing to fight and die to get a fair share of the wealth 
of this mine for themselves and their families. This 
demonstrates that these were people who were aware 
of the risks that their decisions entailed, who thought 
about such risks carefully, guided by their conscience, 
and concluded that they were willing to face the conse- 
quences that could arise. 

The ANC government has killed workers for 
demanding a salary increment from a notorious- 
ly exploitative and very, very rich company. The 
ANC president and cabinet ministers earn not 
less that R2 million ($ 238,047) per year. On top of 
that there is corruption everywhere. Our politi- 
cians are part of the global elite. The president 
of the ANC recently built a mansion that cost tax- 
payers not less than R200 million ($24 million). 

It is the ANC government that shoots and kills pro- 
testers when they are fighting for the assertion of their 
humanity. They recently killed community activist and 
journalist Andries Tatane. They have killed at least 25 
others in protests since 2000. If you are poor and black, 
your life counts for nothing to the ANC. 

What lesson can be learnt from the Marikana 
mine workers' massacre? The ruthlessness of this gov- 
ernment does not diminish, but on the contrary in- 
creases with the number of workers and unemployed 
who starve. They are criminalizing our struggles and 
militarizing their police. It is clear that anyone who or- 
ganizes outside of the ANC, in communities or in the 
workplace, will face serious and violent repression from 
the party and the police. 

The NUM and the SACP have made it very clear 
which side they are on by supporting the massacre 
and calling for further repression against the workers. 
Their reactions to the massacre are a total disgrace. No 
credible left formation in South Africa or anywhere in 
the world can work with the NUM or SACP again. 

War has been declared on the poor and on anyone 
organizing outside of the control of the ANC. We are 
our own liberators. We must organize and continue to 
build outside the ANC. We must face the realities of 
the situation that we confront clearly and courageously. 
Many more of us will be jailed and killed in the years to 
come. What they have done can never be forgotten nor 
forgiven. — Ayanda Kota 

Abahlali baseMjondolo shackdwellers movement 

Con Ed lockout ends 

New York — On July 24 at historic Union Square, 
8,500 workers with Local 1-2 Utility Workers Union of 
America, UWUA, who had been locked out by Consoli- 
dated Edison, were surrounded by 5,000-10,000 sup- 
porters, similar to the numbers from the big unions 
who had marched a week earlier. 

They told News & Letters : "It's about the pension. 
We've had this pension for 75 years. They want to take 
it away from the younger workers. That's not right; it 
should be for all or no one. Utility workers are the last 
ones to have good benefits. If they break us, everyone 
loses." 

The lively, spirited march, with enthusiastic 
support from bystanders along the route, was 
part of the nationwide ’Workers Rising Day of Ac- 
tion" centered on low-wage workers. 

Mingling in the crowd — many who were happy to 
receive a copy of News & Letters — were workers from 
Communications Workers of America Local 338 (CWA), 
LiUNA (Laborers' Local 79), the United Federation of 
Teachers (UFT), United Food and Commercial Work- 
ers Local 1500, RWSDU, plus substantial number from 
Occupy, the IWW and community organizations includ- 
ing a group from the Brooklyn-based Make the Road 
Straight. 

Workers from Walmart, JC Penney, airport work- 
ers, taxi drivers, supermarket workers and library 
workers declared their solidarity with each other and 
the locked-out Con Ed workers. Local politicians and 
clergy added their voices. Everyone enjoyed the inspir- 
ing rap performed by — who else — Communications 
Workers of America. 

The very next day, Governor Andrew Cuomo, 
who had up to then refused to intervene in the 
three-week-old lockout, brought the two sides to- 
gether for an emergency return to work plan as 
a line of severe thunderstorms approached the 
city. 

The tentative contract announced the following day 
was approved two weeks later by 93% of the members. 
There will be no changes to the pension plan for work- 
ers hired before July 1, 2012, for 25 years, but future 
hires will have pension terms not yet specified. 

Beyond the festive atmosphere, we need to think 
about how to continue the momentum for future labor 
battles. Will the participants act to support each others' 
struggles? Will traditional unions continue to embrace 
community organizations and low- wage, non-unionized 
or unemployed workers as allies? — Participants 
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FROM THE WRITINGS OF 

RAYADUNAYEVSKAYA 


Editor s Note: Originally the lead article in the 
June- July 1964 issue of News & Letters, this article 
analyzed trends and events of retrogression and the 
resistance to it that are still remarkably current in 
today's Tea Party -infested USA. Footnotes are added 
by the editors. 


by Raya Dunayevskaya 

The easy victory of Barry Gold water as Repub- 
lican presidential candidate is more — a great deal 
more — than a defeat of the alleged Republican "moder- 
ate mainstream." The illogic of the extremism of the 
Far Right is the logical end to "traditional" conserva- 
tism. It is the cancer of a new form of fascism at- 
tacking the lifeblood of thriving American capi- 
talism. 

BELATEDNESS OF "STOP GOLDWATER" DRIVE 

The belatedness of the start of any "stop Gold wa- 
ter" drive not only was no accident, but it would never 
have started at all if it weren't 
for the outcry abroad at Gold- 
water's Republican primary vic- 
tory in California. The indecision 
of General Dwight Eisenhower 
was an indication of how deeply 
inbred in the Republican Party is 
the Far Right. But it wasn't only 
that phenomenon which kept the 
Republican officeholders, who 
did fear loss of local elections in 
the industrial states of the North 
if Goldwater turned out to be the 
Republican presidential nomi- 
nee, from starting a "stop Gold- 
water" drive. 

The truth is that not only 
Republican officeholders, Far 
Right or moderate, but also "in- 
dependent" Democratic journal- 
istic pundits had, up to the out- 
cry abroad, actually urged that 
it is time to give the conservative 
wing of the Republican Party its 
"chance at the polls," as if a gen- 
eral election in the mightiest empire is no more than a 
game to show "democracy" at work. 

None of Goldwater's reactionary stands fright- 
ened them: after all, in 1952, "Mr. Republican," Robert 
Taft, had lost the Republican nomination, not because 
he had authored the anti-Labor Taft-Hartley Act, but 
only because General Eisenhower could be a "winner." 
But, this time, once the foreign press shrieked in hor- 
ror, the pundits here suddenly "discovered" that the 
presidency of a country that could set off a nuclear ho- 
locaust wasn't something to be traded back and forth 
between "liberals" and conservatives. And it was first 
then also that they discovered that Senator Goldwa- 
ter wasn't just "lending respectability to extremists"; 
Goldwater himself was the extremist. 

THE BIRCHERS AND "THE MODERATES" 

The height of immorality, however, was mani- 
fested among the so-called "moderate mainstream." 
From George Romney to Henry Cabot Lodge, and 
from William Scranton to Eisenhower's brother, 1 the 
predominant voice was: "Let's get a progressive pro- 
gram" so that we can say, the minute we capitulate to 
Goldwater, that he is running on "our program" and 
can be trusted to execute the Civil Rights Bill, 2 though 
he opposed it. In this respect at least, Goldwater and 
his Birchite 3 supporters stuck to their "principles," 

1. These Republican politicians were allied with the Critical 
Issues Council set up by former President Dwight Eisenhow- 
er and chaired by his brother Milton. The 1964 Republican 
convention rejected their proposals to denounce the John 
Birch Society and to support the Civil Rights Bill. 

2. The Civil Rights Act of 1964 was passed shortly after this 
article was written. Goldwater voted against it, claiming 
that it violated "individual liberty" and "states' rights" — a 
position echoed by Ron Paul today. 

3. The extremist Right-wing John Birch Society, still active 
today, claimed that labor unions, the civil rights movement 
and Medicare were Communist conspiracies. One of its 
founders was the father of the billionaire Koch brothers. 
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Historic roots of far 

whether that was the claim of unconstitutionality of the 
Civil Rights Bill, the open shop 4 principle, or the "defo- 
liation" of South Vietnam's jungle by "a little bomb." 5 
All we have to remember is that it is precisely such re- 
actionary stands that laid the basis for the Civil War, 
which was initiated by the South. 

The loss of votes in November at the polls won't 
be half as important to Goldwater as the retention of 
the tight, disciplined Birchite organization which won 
him the Republican Party machine, and stands ready 
to become the polarizing force for all Far Right groups, 
including that of the Southern racists and actual Nazis 
who opposed Goldwater because he is, partly, Jewish. 
Herein lies the greatest danger of all; the symbolism of 
Goldwater for all the Far Right, from the Democratic 
Party as well as the Republican Party, the many law- 
less organizations thriving in the South as well as the 
young fanatics in the North who are so brainwashed 
in our colleges that they take, at face value, the "prin- 
ciples" of "rugged individualism," "states' rights," "pri- 
vate initiative vs. Federal bureaucracy," and opposition 
to "a soft on Communism policy" though it would end in 
nuclear holocaust. 

This Goldwater symbolism, this organizational 
ability of the Birchers to become 
a polarizing force for the neo-fas- 
cist elements just below the sur- 
face can lead to nothing short of 
civil war in the U.S. and all-out 
war abroad for conquest of the 
world. 

McCARTHYISM AND GOLD- 
WATERISM 

Anyone who dares call this 
"the American way" must be made 
to face the new barbarism which 
puts McCarthyism in the shade. 
Even at his heyday that dema- 
gogue, Senator Joseph McCar- 
thy, who wreaked so much havoc 
in our lives, was a man without 
an organization. His fighting of 
"the soft on Communism" policy 
was concentrated on individu- 
als — in the State Department as 
in the entertainment world, it is 
true; in the Defense Department 
as in academic institutions — but 
nowhere did that demagogue take on a whole race. 

Here, on the other hand, we have an organiza- 
tion, the Birchers, infiltrating the Republican and 
Democratic Parties, attracting all other Far Rightists, 
from the KKK to the insignificant American Nazis, 
bringing the full weight of the Southern totali- 
tarian states to bear upon the Negroes who num- 
ber no less than one-tenth of the population — at 
the very moment when the Negro Revolution has 
shown it means not to be stopped though capi- 
talism is on the rampage, and the Southern face 
of this Far Right is running completely amok in 
the magnolia jungle of Mississippi. Moreover, the 
new form of fascism is not satisfied to stay South 
but is invading the North both with racism and 
openshopism, not to mention war jingoism. 

THE ELECTION AND NEW FORMS OF REACTION 

It is true that Goldwater's open anti-labor stand 
has, judging by the conversations in the shop, finally 
awakened white labor, even where it too is racist, to the 
dangers of Goldwaterism, or the attempt to revert to 
the open shop. But there is no point whatever in lulling 
ourselves to sleep with the complacent statement that 
Goldwater cannot win the election. After all, runs that 
argument, he is minority even within his own Republi- 
can Party, and when the electorate has expressed itself, 
Goldwater will be just another also-ran who will soon 
be forgotten. 

Will he? It is true that he is making it easy for that 
conservative Texan now occupying the White House and 
playing the role of liberal poor country boy to get straight 
back into the White House. But Lyndon Johnson's elec- 
tion will not basically change the objective situation of 
capitalism on the rampage any more than Senator Ever- 
ett Dirksen's "fight" for the Civil Rights Bill changed his 
vote for Goldwater. 

The cancer of reaction is already in the bloodstream 
of American capitalism. It has been there for a long, 
long time. It will not disappear with the defeat of that 
most reactionary capitalist representative, Goldwater. 
FEARS OF THE MIDDLE CLASS 

The point is that American capitalism, though its 
profits have never been higher, is on the rampage. The 
point is that, although the middle class has not suffered 
the economic rout they experienced during the Depres- 
sion, it too, is suffering from having won the war but not 
seeing the spoils of victory. It is full of fear — fear Auto- 

4. In an open shop, workers do not have to join a union that 
represents them. This year, 20 states passed or proposed 
right-to-work laws that outlaw closed shops. 

5. Goldwater advocated "defoliation of the forests by low-yield 

atomic weapons" in the Vietnam War. 



A protester arrested during a 1964 civil rights action in 
Brooklyn, New York. 


Right threat to U.S. 

mation will next rid itself of the middleman as it already 
is depopulating the factories; fear that it will be "outvot- 
ed" in the UN by all the "underdeveloped" countries "it" 
is supporting; fear its favored place in white Protestant 
America is being undermined by the Negro Revolution, 
the Jew, the Catholic, the "foreigner"; fear that the Rus- 
sian ICBM's have scored a nuclear stalemate; fear that 
the Chinese guerrilla victories would extend themselves 
throughout Southeast Asia, and perhaps also in Africa 
and Latin America; fear that "one man, one vote" might 
lead to it no longer being the majority in legisla- 
tive halls of these United States of America. 

"Affluent" America is being swept up by the whirl- 
wind of a revolution left unfinished for 100 years. The 
Negro Question, which has always been the key to U.S. 
image and development, has torn the facade of democ- 
racy to shreds. There is, indeed, no need to travel 
behind the Iron Curtain or the Bamboo Curtain 
to see totalitarianism at work; all that is needed 
is to go down to Mississippi. 

As a world phenomenon, the new, prosperous neo- 
fascistic face of capitalism appeared when prosperous 
automated capitalism and the OAS brought Charles 
de Gaulle to power in France in 1958. 6 But at least de 
Gaulle, before going glory-hunting to more spacious 
fields than Algiers (such as challenging U.S. political 
and atomic "leadership" of Europe) did end the war in 
Algeria. The American Republican phenomenon wants 
to begin with an atomic adventure — and not tomorrow, 
but today, anywhere at all, preferably the "foliage" of 
South Vietnam. Goldwater is a great deal more 
moronic than de Gaulle, and his power would be 
so much vaster and terrifying that he could, with 
his trigger-happy finger on the nuclear ’button," 
unleash a nuclear holocaust without waiting for 
a tomorrow. 

There is no point to consoling ourselves with a very 
probable Goldwater defeat at the polls. A defeat at the 
polls will not rid us of the organization — the Birch- 
ers — that made it possible for him to "capture" the Re- 
publican Party, and is already bracing itself for other 
battles. Just as the Dixiecrats in the Democratic Party 
continue to arm themselves, with or without Federal 
aid, to fight the unarmed Freedom Fighters, 7 so the 
Birchites in the North become the polarizing force for 
reaction. The significance of the Goldwater phe- 
nomenon will outlast the November election. 
PHILOSOPHY OF FREEDOM NEEDED 

Self-activity of the masses can overcome this re- 
action, after as before the election. The Negroes have 
no intention whatever to continue the horrible co-ex- 
istence with the George Wallaces and Ross Barnetts — 
or Goldwaters. But it is also true that unless there is 
unity of the movement to freedom with the philosophy 
of freedom, the forces for world war will swallow up ev- 
erything. A Goldwater hand on the atomic trigger, even 
if it is only his wish thus far, is too close for comfort. 

The capitalists have always been militantly class- 
conscious, have always known how to divide and rule, 
and are now growing so impatient for world domination 
that they are ready to do business with the new Hit- 
lers. Appearances change. Quiet Goldwater types re- 
place the ranting maniacs. But quiet or otherwise, new 
appearance changes nothing in the content. We must 
remember that automated prosperity will always 
have unemployment as a concomitant and war as 
the only alternative. The one thing that is new is 
that state-capitalism has become so degenerate 
that it turns to "extremes" even though there is no 
economic depression for it. 

The spectacle of Walter Reuther and Henry Ford 
II sharing seats of honor at the $l,000-a-plate dinner 
for President L.B. Johnson is a forerunner of the type 
of election campaign the labor bureaucracy intends to 
conduct this year. Once again labor will be chained to 
one of the capitalist parties; the civil rights organiza- 
tions will do the same. Yet it is clear to all that an in- 
tegrated society cannot be achieved under capitalism. 
All that will happen will be that the long, hot summer 
will extend itself into the cold, hard winter; the terror 
in Mississippi spread itself North, unless the freedom 
forces face with sober senses not only their continued 
struggles to realize freedom, but the unfolding of com- 
prehensive philosophy for the reconstruction of society 
on totally new beginnings. 

6. The same current of French officers, former officers, para- 
militaries and Algerian colonizers who brought de Gaulle to 
power through a 1958 coup formed the OAS ("Organization 
of the Secret Army") to stop Algerian independence through 
another coup attempt, bombings and assassinations. 

7. "Freedom Fighters" refers to the Black-led freedom strug- 
gles also known as the civil rights movement. 

^iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii^ 
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Voices from Occugy_ 

Port shutdown & forms of labor struggle 


DISCUSSION ARTICLE 


by Javier, Advance the Struggle 

The defeat of International Longshore and Ware- 
house Union (ILWU) Local 21 at the highly automated 
Export Grain Terminal (EGT) in Longview, Wash., 
shows how capitalism is transforming the workplace. It 
is a part of capitalism's permanent offensive. So what 
happened? 

The Local 21 rank and file was incredibly militant 
against the attacks on them as EGT sought to hire non- 
union workers, while the ILWU International played a 
treacherous role in isolating Local 21. The Internation- 
al forced a contract that took away a lot of the gains of 
the 1934 general strike. 

The Dec. 12 West Coast port 
shutdown initiated by the Occupy 
Movement did shake up the political 
landscape. The Governor of the state 
of Washington created a situation 
for a deal between the leadership of 
ILWU Local 21, bringing in the inter- 
national leadership of ILWU, and the 
CEO of EGT. 

At the meeting, the International 
made clear it would not back Local 
21's call for easing the million-dollar 
fines that the majority of ILWU Local 
21 members were subjected to when 
they were arrested. The leadership 
of Local 21 was under such pressure 
that on Feb. 27 it had to accept a con- 
tract about which the president of 
the ILWU International said, "This 
is a win for the ILWU, EGT and the 
Longview community. The ILWU has 
eight decades of grain export experi- 
ence in the Northwest, and we look 
forward to developing a positive work- 
ing relationship with EGT." 

ILWU AS STRIKEBREAKER 

But that was one of the most regressive contracts 
we've seen, and not just for longshore. The union lost 
control of the hiring hall and, as one provision states, 
"The union agrees to support the employer in main- 
taining operations, including promptly advising the 
employer that any work stoppage is unauthorized... and 
promptly ordering its members to go back to work not- 
withstanding the existence of any wildcat picket lines." 
This contract language is clearly a reaction to the Dec. 
12 port shutdown. 

A rank-and-filer wrote as a response: "No 
wonder it's been difficult to get a copy of the con- 
tract. It gives away the store, or in this case, a 
union shop. Management can do longshore work 
until the jobs are filled. It’s in the sole discretion 
of management to discipline and fire workers im- 
mediately with no protection on the job... A top- 
down sellout." 

This can't be ignored. It puts the organized work- 
ing class in a much weaker position in the class strug- 
gle. This contract will be generalized and imposed 
throughout the West Coast. This is already in motion. 

Some point out that it may not have been a total de- 
feat, that the strategy may have been to not allow non-IL- 
WU workers. That was accomplished. ILWU maintained 
their jurisdiction. But this contract is not a success! 

In the last 30 years of automation, the classical 
conception of unionized workers struggling against 
capital has been outmoded. Many in the working class 
have been kicked out of their position in the workplace. 
The formation of the movement against EGT that came 
out of Occupy is related to the surplus population in- 
surgency. 

OBEYING RULES OF 1% 

The union leaders, stuck in the old ways of obeying 
the rules of the 1%, are unable to support the demands 
of the non-unionized workers. We, as the Occupy Move- 
ment, carry none of that legal baggage. We are the new 
face of the workers' movement. 

This theoretical perspective comes out of a friendly 
critique of the Bay of Rage activists, who have done a 
lot of work in maintaining Occupy Oakland, ensuring it 
remains anti-state and anti-capitalist. 

They write, "Though they [the ILWU] employ the 
tactics of the historical workers' movement at its most 
radical, the content of the Longview struggle is quite 
different: they are not fighting for any expansions of 
pay or benefits, or attempting to unionize new work- 
places, but merely to preserve their union's jurisdic- 
tional rights. 

"It is a defensive struggle, in the same way that 
the Madison, Wise., capitol occupation was a defensive 
struggle — a fight undertaken to preserve the dubious 
legally-enshrined rights to collectively bargain." 

When we put the situation in Longview with the 
Wisconsin struggle, we see most severe attacks on or- 
ganized labor as part of capitalism's vicious attacks on 
the laboring class as a whole. Unions, as inherently re- 
formist, can no longer provide reforms. There is a more 


profound crisis in the union structure, creating political 
currents that re-theorize the working class as the sub- 
ject of struggle outside of the classical workplace. 

This was a serious trend within the Occupy Move- 
ment — that we are no longer bound by the legalistic 
framework of the union, that we can self-organize sur- 
plus population within the Occupy Movement with in- 
surgent characteristics against capitalism itself. There 
is a logic to it, but also political limits as it cannot get to 
the process of capital's attacks against organized labor. 
SOCIAL MOVEMENT UNIONS 

Another current, which I'll call social movement 
unions, has a broader perspective of 
uniting the labor movement with the 
Occupy Movement. This was most 
pronounced in a quote from Clarence 
Thomas, a prominent leader of ILWU: 

"When Gov. Gregoire intervened 
a year ago, nothing was settled. Non- 
ILWU workers were still working in 
the port. It wasn't until rank and file 
and Occupy planned a mass conver- 
gence to blockade a ship that EGT 
suddenly had the impetus to seriously 
negotiate. 

"Labor can no longer win victo- 
ries against the employers without 
the community. It must include a 
broad-based movement. The strategy 
and tactics employed by the Occupy 
Movement in conjunction with the 
rank-and-file ILWU members confirm 
that the past militant traditions of 
the ILWU are still effective against 
the employers today." 

The original 1934 strike commit- 
tee was organized beyond the ILWU 
leadership. Thomas' statement ar- 
gues that the protests at the port, uniting with the cur- 
rents in the Occupy Movement to do direct actions such 
as the port blockades, represent those past militant 
traditions, which I do not think is the case at all. 

The terminal in Longview will reshift the produc- 
tivity of the labor in the port, specifically the non-ILWU 
labor. One view of it is as a jurisdictional fight. But it is 
in the context of automation, the constant capital, the 
machinery permanently domineering over labor. The 
movement toward automation as seen in other ports, 
Liverpool in England or on the East Coast, has been 
permanently expelling longshore workers, which cre- 
ates a precarious proletariat, the surplus population as 
a new revolutionary subject. 

ORIGINS OF DEC. 12 PORT SHUTDOWN 

The Dec. 12 West Coast port shutdown came out of 
the immigrant rights movement in Los Angeles. Dec. 
12 is celebrated in Mexico as the fiesta day of the Vir- 
gin of Guadalupe. The port in Los Angeles has had an 
interesting history of class struggle. Since 1982 10,000 
truckers have been decertified as union employees and 
treated as independent contractors. We have not seen 
serious solidarity from the over 13,000 members of 
ILWU Local 13 with the truckers. 

The great majority of the truckers I met during a 
wildcat in 2004 were Mexican and Central American. 
One, from Honduras, had experienced strikes there as 
a bus driver. In 2005 gas prices went up by 12% and 
there was another wave of wildcats. 

The truckers I met at the Port of Oakland during 
a six-day wildcat in 2006 were also from Honduras, 
though there were a lot of ethnic and linguistic divi- 
sions within the 2,000 truckers. And there were also 
class divisions. Some own their truck and perhaps 
three other trucks, which they rent out, while others 
have to rent their truck. 

People connected with the Teamsters held a meet- 
ing with the Port and called off the strike, even though 
they didn't win any of their demands. A lot of workers 
were really pissed at these three self-appointed leaders. 

In Seattle there was very little solidarity from 
longshoremen when the mostly East African truckers 
there had a strike in mid- January. But communities of 
color, and certain currents of Marxists and Anarchists 
are able to keep down infighting and have a united 
front against liberalism and against non-violence. Peo- 
ple came out of the woodwork to join the action on Dec. 
12, moving toward a blockade, though facing a bit of 
hostility from the ILWU. 

So we can see that there is tension between orga- 
nized labor in a strategic position within the economy, 
and the other wing of the working class, truckers, that 
ship these commodities farther. Because of permanent 
automation, there is an ongoing reduction of longshore- 
men, making more people more like independent con- 
tractors. 

I argue that if you look at the origins of working 
class gains, they come out of class-wide committees. In 
1877 workers took control of the whole city of St. Louis 
for three days through their strike committee, which 
included those who had been members of Marx's Inter- 


national Workingmen's Association (The First Interna- 
tional). 

1934 GENERAL STRIKE 

The 1934 general strike centered in San Francisco 
was another watershed of unfolding class struggle. The 
Albion Hall group put out a newspaper called The Wa- 
terfront Worker , which put forth a perspective beyond 
unionism by having ties to the unemployed, and an ori- 
entation toward Black churches. They knew they would 
not beat the employer unless they had a much larger 
section of the working class politically organized into a 
class offensive. 

The longshore workers were able to generalize 
clashes with the police into a rank-and-file political 
committee of struggle, and the general strike won se- 
rious advances for the union movement, including a 
union-run hiring hall, right to work stoppages and a 
political culture of solidarity. ILWU, since, has had a 
monopoly over hiring at West Coast ports. 

We want to defend the gains of 1934, the union 
hiring hall, the right to work stoppages and the 
rule of the economic organization of the working 
class, while recognizing that we’re in a new his- 
torical position where the strategies of the union 
leadership have only led to a domino of failures. 

Therefore we need to organize radical groupings 
of rank-and-file members who will fight against the 
austerity measures and have a specific analysis of the 
movement of automation. This is the moving contradic- 
tion where machinery is constantly dominating over 
wages, over what is called variable capital. 

WAR SITUATION 

The other contradiction is outside of the unionized 
workplace. If the ports are one of the key institutions 
of U.S. capitalism, and we have 60,000 longshore work- 
ers, we have a war situation. That is when you set up a 
picket line. If the picket line stays strong, you are in a 
favorable situation against your employer. If the picket 
line breaks down, then you're not. This is when surplus 
population can help, if it's organically integrated with 
the rank-and-file workers going on the offensive. The 
truckers are key. 

The best offensive against the capitalist concen- 
tration at the ports would be class-wide committees 
able to unite these two different sets of workers. This, 
obviously, is difficult. No one has done it. This is what 
Occupy pushed forth, moving beyond the legalisms that 
create baggage for union leaders. 

It can set up the political foundation to go on a 
revolutionary offensive against the major capitalists, 
absorbing the lessons of previous class struggles, yet 
taking seriously the new situation of changing class 
composition and the permanent movement towards au- 
tomation. 


You're invited to a nationwide series of 
five Marxist-Humanist discussions on: 

Global Crises , Global Rebellion, 
and the Needed 
Philosophy of Revolution 

Central to today’s 
reality is the worldwide 
capitalist economic 
crisis, the deepest since 
the Great Depression of 
the 1930s, and the con- 
text for occupations and 
revolutions across the 
globe. We will explore 
the meaning of this new 
depression, its causes 
and what is needed to 
create a society that is 
not doomed to suffer 
repeated economic and 
environmental collapse. 

1 . Marx's Capital and today's global 
crises 

2 . American civilization on trial 
3 . The Arab Spring in light of Marx's 
philosophy of revolution in permanence 
4. Women as force and reason of 
revolution 

S . The dialectic as force of revolution 

Discussions will take place in California, De- 
troit, Chicago, and New York. To find out how 
to participate, see the Directory on page 1 1 . 



Longview, Wash. Longshoremen stopping a 
train headed for Export Grain Terminal. 
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CAPITALIST CRISIS AND REVOLT 


I appreciated Franklin Dmitryev's 
Lead article in the July- August N&L, 
on "Spain, Greece, Europe: Capitalist 
crisis and revolt," for showing how the 
so-called "radical Left" is not really so 
radical. They think they can solve things 
through managing the economy and re- 
distributing wealth, and channel energy 
into politics. 

The boldfaced paragraph in the sec- 
tion on "the rate of profit," however, is 
hard to get if you are new to Marxist- 
Humanist ideas. What is the "dialectical 
inversion"? The heart of the explanation 
is to show how what everyone calls in- 
dependent, the economy, is actually a 
particular way of looking at our lives. It 
is a particular approach to reality that 
gives the "economy" this independence. 
What does it mean for an economy to be 
"weak"? Strong Supporter 

Bay Area, Calif. 

The article on "Spain, Greece, Eu- 
rope: Capitalist crisis and revolt" has 
good information! I love to read in other 
languages about what happens in Spain 
and in Asturias. 

I have been feeling for a long time 
that the politicals and bankers are kid- 
ding us and it seems that we are unable 
to stop it. They do not listen to us. How 
to do it? With violence? They are get- 
ting richer thanks to the little money of 
each normal family in Spain. They tell us 
there is no money to pay doctors, teach- 
ers, scientists. But there is. They want 
this money for themselves and their 
friends, for the big bosses of companies 
and banks, for the Catholic Church, for 
the royal family. No budget cuts for them. 

I am ashamed of having to be repre- 
sented by Prime Minister Mariano Ra- 
joy, and ashamed that people voted for 
him as they did. But I'm proud of the As- 
turian miners. I have hope that they will 
move the people to change something. 

Young woman 
Asturias, Spain 

In the July-August N&L, Frank- 
lin Dmitryev writes about the housing 
situation in Spain with families still 
owing on the mortgage even after being 
kicked out. Li Congjun — the president of 
Xinhua News Agency, the official press 
agency of the People's Republic of Chi- 
na — wrote in the Op-Ed section of The 
New York Times (7/18/2012), about a joke 
popular in China in recent years, which 
tells of an old Chinese woman and an old 
American woman who meet in heaven. 
"Just before I died, I could finally afford 
to buy a house," the Chinese lady says. 
The American responds, "Just before I 
died, I finally paid off my mortgage." 

Did this mean freedom only comes 
with death? I'd like to think we can do 
better. Jerry 

Chicago 


TO VOTE OR NOT TO VOTE 

cial and economic 

necessar y f° r that 

participation in the 
farce of the elections amounts to is up- 
holding the lies and deceptions of the 
ruling class. Mobilizing people to be- 
come involved in electoral politics is to 
mobilize them to become "pawns in their 
game," as Bob Dylan sang, and simply 
diverts people from the serious task of 
building a revolutionary movement from 
the base of society, a movement that de- 
mands, not just reforms, but a revolution 
in permanence. Michael Gilbert 

New York 

Many argue that we should not both- 
er to vote in the presidential election. 
But you have to argue on the grounds of 
what is happening objectively. If you are 
concrete, you know that if Romney/Ryan 
win the presidency, many more women 
will die. Even if we just look at the ques- 
tion of abortion and forget about the 
gutting of Medicaid and Medicare, the 
slashing of food stamps and the savag- 
ing of healthcare, that is no exaggera- 
tion. Romney/Ryan will immediately 
reinstate the global gag rule, which 
will lead to thousands more women dy- 
ing in other countries. They will make 
abortion harder to obtain here and they 
will have the opportunity to appoint sev- 
eral more judges to the U.S. Supreme 
Court, ensuring the demise of Roe v. 
Wade. Obama losing the presidency is a 
nightmare for women and the poor. But 
Obama is not our savior. Our support for 
him has to be to keep kicking his ass. 

Women's Liberationist 
Midwest 

*** 

We are in the midst of an unprec- 
edented nationwide assault on the fun- 
damental right to vote! The flyer the 
NAACP has been distributing, as the 
November elections grow closer, makes 
it known that "Five million Americans 
could be disenfranchised this year by 
restrictive voting laws passed since the 
2008 presidential election." 

What was most startling of all was 
the map, showing in different colors, not 
only how many states (9) already require 
voters to show a photo ID; how many (7) 
request it; but how many (19) are con- 
sidering proposed legislation to require 
it. It did, indeed, look like what the flyer 
was titled: "The return of Jim Crow." 

Registered Voter 
Philadelphia 

*** 

Obama being president is not a prod- 
uct of bourgeois politics but of decades of 
struggles from below. That's why burn- 
ing voter cards is culturally insensitive. 
Middle East people have been saying 
that it's an insane idea when people in 
the Middle East are dying for that right 


ISRAEL/PALESTINE/USA FREEDOM FIGHTERS 


I just got home from 
the Rachel Corrie trial. It 
was disgraceful. The judge 
ruled that the Israeli De- 
fense Force behaved impec- 
cably, and that Rachel had 
deliberately put herself in 
harm's way. "Any reason- 
able person would have 
moved out of the path of 
the bulldozer," wrote the judge, com- 
pletely misconstruing the point of 
nonviolent protest and the protections 
afforded human rights activists by in- 
ternational law. 

The judge never uttered a word 
of sympathy to the family facing him 
in the front row, never used the word 
"victim" in his description, never said 
"tragedy" or "tragic" — it was as if the 
state of Israel had written the verdict, 
and the judge read it out loud. 

Gila Svirsky 
Israel 


The photo of three 
determined Israeli youths 
holding signs demanding 
"NO WAR!" was a welcome 
surprise in the Aug. 24 
Chicago Tribune. Its cap- 
tion described "Israelis at 
the coastal city of Tel Aviv 
protest against a possible 
Israeli attack on Iran. Is- 
rael is thought to be contemplating a 
military strike to thwart Iran's nuclear 
capabilities." The picture looked ex- 
actly like the numerous U.S. youth pro- 
tests during the Vietnam War. 

My great surprise was not to see 
such a protest going on in Israel today, 
but to see it finally being reported in 
the Chicago Tribune. The existence of 
such protests has otherwise been kept 
very quiet, to say the least, in all the 
media! Youth keep the anti-war move- 
ment alive everywhere in the world. 

Octogenarian Anti-war protestor 
Chicago 



Rachel Corrie 



to vote right now. The demonization of 
Obama comes from the Right because 
he's a Black president, and, therefore, is 
not considered a legitimate president. A 
lot of these people don't consider Black 
people legitimate citizens. This is what 
the hard core of the Right today wants 
to go back to. Activist 

Illinois 

During the summer I taught Eng- 
lish as a Second Language at Columbia 
University. When my students expressed 
a desire to read more in class to improve 
their English, I used the Editorial in the 
July-August issue of N&L. The students 
were interested in the discussion of elec- 
tions in the U.S. and a number under- 
stood why workers need unions, how 
elections can be bought and sold, etc. 
Several related experience with sham 
"democratic" elections in their native 
countries. The discussions energized the 
class and, hopefully, aided their under- 
standing of the true nature of Ameri- 
can "democracy": bought and sold to the 
highest bidder. ESL Teacher 

New York City 


FIGHTING PATRIARCHY 

f l'm part of the far Left 
and have found that issues 
related to women are not 
considered as important as 
other issues such as work- 
ers' rights. I've had so-called 
revolutionaries tell me I'm a worker 
first, then a woman, and I don't appre- 
ciate someone defining me. At Occupy, 
women's issues are not really being 
brought up. I recently started an Occupy 
Patriarchy in Chicago. Some other cities 
already have one. Women in it are activ- 
ists. We've been talking about different 
events we want to plan, including Pussy 
Riot solidarity. 

Feminist Occupier 
Chicago 

I'm so glad N&L has a wonderful 
writer, Adele, who brought up the need 
to bring back radical feminism in her 
article in the July- August N&L. "Radi- 
cal Feminism Redux" is exactly what is 
needed today. Bi activist 

Illinois 


RACISM, SEXISM, AND THE 
OCCUPY MOVEMENT 

The first meeting we had on race in 
Occupy brought some people back who 
left Occupy because of sexism. One told 
of how women were put in the cleri- 
cal position, while men had the mega- 
phones. A lot of young women in Occupy 
don't know the history of how the Wom- 
en's Liberation Movement in the 1960s 
emerged from the sexism of the Left. I 
thought it was important that it was at 
a meeting on race where this critique 
of sexism came out. She came back the 
next week to the General Assembly and 
initiated an Occupy Patriarchy group 
which is not open to men. 

Occupier supporting the sisters 
Chicago 

I'm struck by the incongruities be- 
tween social elements. We have a Black 
president but Black issues are off the 
national agenda. There really isn't an 
anti-war movement, at least not my defi- 
nition of one. The labor movement has 
been minimized. There are objective eco- 
nomic changes that make getting real 
traction on these aspects very difficult. 
We need theoretical discussions of what 
these objective barriers are that I would 
call being at an impasse. There is a lot of 
energy, but no forward movement I can 
determine. Librarian 

Midwest 


*** 

The Occupy Movement has a lot of 
potential and yet contradictions. It's a 
question of how to work them out. From 
the beginning much of the Left ignored 
the sense in the movement of trying to 
actually work out democracy. At the ear- 
ly General Assemblies it was clear peo- 
ple were looking for new forms of orga- 
nization and new relationships. A form 
of organization by itself — even this one, 
which is deliberately anti-hierarchical — 
doesn't solve the problem and can be 
transformed into its opposite. The big- 
gest obstacles are not just racism and 
sexism, but the downplaying of theory 
and raising up action over everything 
else. We shouldn't underestimate the 
importance of that attitude of activism, 
activism, activism. Occupier 

Chicago 


KILLING THE POSTAL SERVICE 

The Post Office has to make ad- 
vance payments on future retiree health 
benefits. This is what is driving it to- 
wards bankruptcy. It sounds like funny 
government accounting, and our clown 
Congress is treating it as a hot potato 
that they do not want to touch as they 
try to get re-elected. 

All military veterans who take the 
Post Office civil service exam get extra 
points added to their exam score. There- 
fore veterans make up a higher percent- 
age of the postal population than they do 
the general population. The ruling class 
did not want all of these people that it 
had trained to kill to be wandering the 
streets, so they made sure they could get 
a job in the Post Office. Now the short- 
sightedness of our bourgeois legislators 
has them abandoning this policy and 
in the process planting the seeds of de- 
struction of the corrupt capitalist sys- 
tem. If the politicians manage to finally 
kill, i.e., privatize the postal service, it 
will certainly prove to be a gold mine for 
whatever vulture venture capitalist firm 
takes it over. It will also mean the end of 
universal service — the glue that bound 
this country together. Ex-Postal Worker 
Battle Creek, Mich. 


HUMANISM AS CORE OF MARXISM 

Re-reading Marx's "Paris Manu- 
scripts" and "On 
the Jewish Ques- 
tion" has rekin- 
dled my interest 
in the supposedly 
"early" human- 
ism of Marx. Then 
reading additional 
works on Marx- 
ism and ethics like James Daly's Marx: 
Justice and Dialectic , alongside reading 
Raya Dunayevskaya, I began to appreci- 
ate the humanist core of Marxism — all 
the more to the extent that I have dis- 
tanced myself a great deal from ortho- 
dox Trotskyism. 

Although the Degenerate Workers' 
State theory never sat well with me, 
the focus on the actual human subject 
intertwined with the social relations 
inherent in the productive process led 
me to further distance myself from the 
Trotskyist obsession with distribution, 
nationalization and other superficiali- 
ties. There was some excellent mate- 
rial on the website of the International 
Communist Current deriding the no- 
tion that there is a "break" between the 
young and mature Marx on alienation/ 
abstract labor etc, which further pushed 
me in a Marxist Humanist direction. I 
still believe in the necessity of a workers' 
political party, however, although that 
does not involve the assumption that it 
will constitute the sole leadership of the 
class simply because it wishes it. 

Marxist Thinker 
Britain 
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REVOLUTIONARY SYNDICALISM 
DISCUSSION CONTINUES 

The discussion article on "Revo- 
lutionary Syndicalism" (July-August 
N&L) reminds me of when it was consid- 
ered a major force of revolution. There 
was a syndicalist party, the Socialist 
Labor Party (SLP), that thought we 
could vote in socialism. They attempted 
to unite syndicalism and the political 
arena. We forget high points of labor 
history. If the Industrial Workers of the 
World slogan, "an injury to one is an in- 
jury to all" was taken seriously, it would 
mean a lot! Old Radical 

New York 

The syndicalist vision of unioniza- 
tion across national and craft bound- 
aries is important, but unions like the 
UAW and the Teamsters — with many 
kinds of workers — create a "unity" which 
is meaningless. So the discussion moves 
to "what kind of unity?" What is the pur- 
pose, the reality and especially the phi- 
losophy of the "unity?" Traditional big 
unions are part of the power structure, 
which the author of the discussion arti- 
cle counterposes to "self-organization of 
the working class wherever it may be." 
Let's not overlook genuine opposition 
and a vision of a better society that has 
arisen within those unions, too. Today, 
the recession, Occupy, and global revo- 
lutions are breathing new life into the 
question of "economics only" vs. "social 
justice" unionism. Retired Teacher 

New York 

Advocacy of "Revolutionary Syndi- 
calism" has become quite fashionable 
in recent years, especially in Europe, 
where a bewildering array of organiza- 
tions insist that they are "anarcho-syn- 
dicalists" even when they clearly are not! 
Here in Minnesota I have heard more 
than one person involved with the Com- 
munist Party insist on a personal iden- 
tification with "anarcho-syndicalism." In 
late 2008, it was revealed that the chief 
witnesses in court against the protesters 
arrested in St. Paul for actions against 
the Republican Party National Conven- 
tion were none other than the "leaders" 
of the anarchist Black Bloc themselves, 
each of them an on-duty undercover po- 


lice officer who had been heard to say 
that they supported "revolutionary syn- 
dicalism." 

What is most of all missing, how- 
ever, is any sense of ultimate basics — 
namely, that the first and foremost task 
of "revolutionary syndicalists" today 
must be that we challenge and contend 
with the capitalist establishment. Oth- 
erwise the ideas of Revolutionary Syn- 
dicalism become just more talk-talk-talk 
radio. The "mechanics" of Revolutionary 
Syndicalism are not important if we do 
not remember what it was all supposed 
to be about in the first place: dimension- 
al human freedom! If there is no liberat- 
ing thought and action, then we collapse 
back into a mindless state of "mechani- 
cal" inertia and vapidity! Seamas 

Minnesota 


DISABILITY RIGHTS 

We do need the 
Americans with Dis- 
ability Act (ADA) 
but most of all we 
need to change con- 
sciousness. Part of 
the aim of our movement 
is to free bodies from institutional set- 
tings. Another need is to free minds and 
souls. There's so much public insensitiv- 
ity about disability. There's cultural bias 
in special education. 

The pendulum is swinging to a Na- 
zi-esque pattern of behavior, for elimi- 
nating and purifying and releasing so- 
ciety from the burden of these "defects." 
Hitler was inspired by the U.S. eugenics 
movement. Disability rights activist 

Midwest 

*** 

When I was in South Africa I spoke 
to disability rights activists who said 
that even before the end of apartheid 
they were all colors working together 
because the difference of disability was 
greater than that of race. It's all about 
the power of difference. There's oppres- 
sion but also power in difference. 

As a caseworker in Illinois, I saw 
people with incredible talents and skills 
but no opportunity to develop and use 
them. One was a very talented blind 
puppeteer, but he never had an op- 


portunity to perform regularly for an 
audience. U.S. history has been one of 
expansion of rights, but people with dis- 
abilities have been left out. 

Disability rights radical 
Illinois 


FIREFIGHTERS ARE NOT 
EXPENDABLE LABOR 

While climate change is increasing 
the reach and dangers of wildfires, what 
is happening to the people who fight 
these fires? Politicians praise their brav- 
ery, then refuse the funds needed for 
safe working conditions and adequate 
benefits. Many of them are prisoners, 
some pressured into the work to avoid 
paying firefighters. Another 8,000 are 
seasonal federal employees who had to 
fight for access to health insurance and 
only just received it when it became na- 
tional news. 

Fighting fires is inherently danger- 
ous, but workers' lives are sometimes 
unnecessarily risked by poor planning 
and corner-cutting. In August an elite 
group of "Hotshot" firefighters walked 
out at the Steep Corner fire in Idaho, 
warning their bosses of "huge concerns" 
about "extremely unsafe" conditions and 
gave them a list of safety concerns and 
methods to follow. The next day other 
firefighters were sent in. One, 20-year- 
old seasonal employee Anne Veseth, was 
then killed by a falling tree. 

As long as capitalism continues, the 
rulers — like the logging companies who 
call the firefighting shots in Idaho — 
will keep sacrificing workers to protect 
themselves and their interests. 

Environmental justice activist 
Escondido, Calif. 


DISCOVERING AMERICA 

I don't think the world should be 
honoring Columbus on Oct. 12, the date 
that marks the 520th anniversary of his 
supposedly "discovering America." How 
can you "discover" a place that already 
has people living there? What was start- 
ed was the never-ending cycle of oppres- 
sion, slavery, dislocation and carrying 



diseases to other parts of the world. 

Instead of Columbus Day the world 
should change the holiday to Interna- 
tional Indigenous Peoples Day, honoring 
those who should be honored. It is up to 
us whether we choose to change it and 
honor what is right, or continue going 
down a path of endless retrogression. 

Dan P. 
Detroit 


VOICES FROM WITHIN 

My own answer to a writing I have 
titled "Who's Afraid of the PIC?" is: "Not 
me, because there's no such thing as a 
'Prison Industrial Complex (PIC)."' It's 
a bogeyman, whose myth serves to dis- 
guise the fact that 
most prisons are 
little more than 
warehouses used 
to store and tor- 
ture the victims 
of state oppres- 
sion (i.e., the jus- 
tice system) in the 
form of racism and class warfare. 

However unwittingly, by dissemi- 
nating the PIC myth, a section of the 
Left is misleading people into thinking 
that the prison system is a productive 
industry that may benefit them, when 
it produces little or nothing and simply 
soaks up public funds that would be bet- 
ter spent on education, healthcare and 
the general well-being of the community. 

Rand Gould 
Lapeer, Mich. 



I thank each and every one at News 
and Letters Committees for helping me 
to learn and grow in this world, despite 
being in prison. The mainstream news 
never speaks on all the issues you give 
me in your paper. Give my appreciation 
to the donor who helped me. In the name 
of justice, I will always be for everyone 
who struggles and continues to fight. 

Prisoner 
Represa, Calif. 


TO OUR READERS: Can you do- 
nate the price of a sub ($5) for a prisoner 
who cannot pay for one? It will be shared 
with many others. 
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Climate chaos and capitalism 


Mock SHU draws crowds 


Climate chaos takes an ever increasing toll. In this 
year of extremes: the sea ice in the Arctic Ocean is at 
a record low; July was the hottest month on record for 
the U.S.; almost 80% of U.S. agricultural land is in a 
drought comparable to the 1930s Dust Bowl; this year 
is on track to break the record of acres burned in U.S. 
wildfires, including the two most destructive fires ever 
to hit Colorado and the two worst in New Mexico. 

World grain reserves will decline for a third year 
as the U.S., Europe and India suffer drought. Corn and 
soybeans are at record prices, with other grain prices 
likely to rise. Yet 40% of U.S. corn is destined for fuel 
production rather than food or fodder. The world food 
crisis that began in 2007 is still with us and threatens 
to worsen again, increasing both suffering and revolt. 

Both extreme heat and extreme storms have in- 
creased. The heaviest rainstorm to strike Beijing, Chi- 
na, in over 60 years caused floods and led to the deaths 
of more than 70 people. 

In the latest weather disaster to hit The Philip- 
pines, monsoon rains flooded Manila, submerging half 
the city and killing 60 people. This follows last year's 
Tropical Storm Sendong, also known as Washi, which 
killed 1,268 people in The Philippines — characterized 
by massive flooding on a level that had been predicted 
but was dismissed by government as "too alarmist." 

Nowhere is the political system more delu- 
sional than the U.S., where Obama and Romney 
are busy accusing each other of being too slow in 
extracting every last drop of oil and coal. 

On the global level, the Rio+20 conference repeated 
the sham of the Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro, Bra- 
zil, 20 years ago. Incredibly, climate change was not one 
of its main themes, though it was central to the 1992 
Earth Summit. Thousands of people protested inside 
and outside the summit, pointing out that the "green 
economy" theme, like the theme of "sustainable devel- 


opment" that was in both summits' official names, is a 
cover-up for new forms of capitalist accumulation and 
displacement of more people from the land. 

The location of the summit in Brazil brought 
to mind another ominous record: the 106 people 
killed in 2011 in environmental struggles — en- 
vironmental activists, Indigenous people, peas- 
ants, workers. Many such struggles are directly 
related to climate change: 

• Eight days of the Coal Export Action in Helena, 
Montana, Aug. 13-20, with hundreds of participants, 
led to 23 arrests in civil disobedience. 

• On Aug. 17, members of the Tar Sands Blockade 
blocked bulldozers in Texas to resist TransCanada's 
construction of the Keystone XL pipeline to carry Ca- 
nadian tar sands. 

• First Nations in British Columbia, Canada, are 
fighting the proposed Enbridge Northern Gateway pipe- 
line that would carry tar sands bitumen to the Pacific. 
Stewart Phillip, Union of B.C. Indian Chiefs president, 
warned they will fight the pipeline with legal means 
and "on the land itself," including blockades. 

The same dynamic keeps happening. Projections 
by scientists are dismissed by politicians, ideologues, 
and other corporate representatives as "alarmist," or 
even as some sort of conspiracy. Nothing is done to pre- 
vent disaster or to prepare for foreseen events. Then 
the projections turn out to be true. Yet the deniers keep 
spouting their nonsense, and it keeps getting better 
coverage than the science, whose uncertainty is played 
up. In reality, the general trend is that the scientific 
projections have been found to be too conservative — not 
"alarmist" enough. But those who represent the move- 
ment of capital keep undermining action, pushing us 
toward a more and more perilous future. Until we can 
abolish capital, we will have no chance of avoiding cli- 
mate chaos. — Franklin Dmitryev 


Assange: Law, politics and human rights 


London — Protest can be violent. Yet whilst violence 
towards demonstrators often goes unremarked even in 
an avowedly democratic nation such as Britain, police 
violence towards foreign officials, as may have occurred 
during an attempted storming by British police of the 
Ecuadorian Embassy, seems a little too much to handle. 

Foreign Secretary William Hague has since at- 
tempted to downplay claims from the Ecuadorian Em- 
bassy that he threatened to have police officers attack 
the embassy building in pursuit of Wikileaks founder 
Julian Assange. Assange has been a resident of the 
Ecuadorian Embassy since mid-June, when he submit- 
ted a request for asylum. Mr. Hague has since stated 
there was "no threat" to the embassy, despite an ear- 
lier warning to Ecuadorian officials of the possibility of 
revoking the embassy's diplomatic status due to their 
harboring of Assange. 

Assange himself sees things differently, claiming 
that police officers have been seen "swarming" over the 
building's interior fire escape in an apparent attempt 
to intimidate the occupants. Whatever the case may be, 
Assange's recently successful bid for asylum in Ecuador, 
alongside the possibility of the UK government using 
force to retrieve him, opens up wider questions on inter- 
national law and its implementation by nation states. 

Assange is wanted for questioning by Swedish au- 
thorities regarding alleged sex offenses. This, and his 
subsequent violation of parole, are the reasons behind 
the British government's attempts to seize him. 

However, according to a recent article in The New 
Statesman, there are certain "legal myths" surrounding 
Assange's case which would suggest the non-political, 
and apparently legally valid, attempts to detain him. 

The author, David Allen Green, claims that As- 
sange's demand that, if placed in their custody, Swe- 
den deny any extradition request by the USA is "asking 
the impossible." Assange also apparently has nothing 
to fear in regards to extradition, given that he is pro- 
tected by the European Convention on Human Rights 
(ECHR), which forbids extradition to a country if the 
person concerned is at risk of torture. International 
law, it would seem, should provide Assange with all the 
assurance he needs that he would be treated humanely 
if somehow delivered into U.S. custody. 

Yet Bradley Manning is also due legal protec- 
tion under both U.S. domestic law as well as the 
International Declaration of Human Rights. 

The U.S. is also party to the International Cove- 
nant on Civil and Political Rights and the Convention 
against Torture. It is also a signatory to the American 
Convention on Human Rights. Yet this has not stopped 
the UN special rapporteur on torture, Juan Mendez, 
from accusing the U.S. of "cruel, inhuman and degrad- 
ing treatment" following an examination of Manning's 
case. In the very same report, Mendez laments Brit- 
ish intransigence on the issue of one "Mr. X" who, if 
returned from the UK to Burundi, was deemed vulner- 
able to persecution, including torture. 

Writing for The Guardian on Aug. 24, Glenn Green- 
wald attacked the notion that, if extradited to Sweden, 
any decision to send Assange to the U.S. would be de- 
termined solely by "an independent Swedish court." Ac- 


cording to Greenwald "Swedish extradition law is writ- 
ten to ensure that if an extradition is to occur, Swedish 
government officials, not its courts, are the final deci- 
sion-makers on whether that should take place." 

In both the British and Swedish cases, law 
does not exist in a separate vacuum from politics 
and the affairs of politicians. Legal decisions, es- 
pecially when involving matters of international 
law, are characterized by the political objectives 
of the contending state powers. 

The accusations against Assange are indeed trou- 
bling. Yet no rational supporter is claiming that As- 
sange cannot possibly be guilty of the accusations lev- 
eled against him by Sweden. The primary concern is 
that he may not face a fair trial and that, given the 
rather troubled history of the ECHR in association with 
the very real threat of political intervention in any legal 
proceedings, extradition to the U.S. cannot be ruled out. 

Indeed, in an article published, again in The New 
Statesman, John Pilger successfully highlights Swed- 
ish cooperation with U.S. extradition requests in the 
past, most notably in the 2001 case of two political refu- 
gees, Ahmed Agiza and Mohammed el-Zari, who were 
handed over to the CIA and rendered to Egypt. They 
later claimed to have been tortured by security forces. 

Law, and the violence practiced in its pursuit, is 
inherently political. The decision to issue ominous 
threats to the Ecuadorian Embassy over its hosting of 
Julian Assange highlights Britain's political interest in 
partaking in the "witch hunt" against whistle-blowers. 
Pursuing a purely legal argument as if the law itself 
constitutes an irrefutable defense, as Green appears to 
have done, is therefore deeply problematic and can po- 
tentially spell disaster when it comes to the protection 
of human rights. — Dan Read 



San Francisco — The San Francisco Mime Troupe 
invited the Pelican Bay Hunger Strike Support Coali- 
tion (PBHSSC) to put up a mock Security Housing Unit 
(SHU) cell at their performances of "The Poor of New 
York," a satire on bankers. The SHU is where prison- 
ers are kept in perpetual solidarity confinement under 
conditions internationally recognized as torture. The 
first performance on July 4 drew a huge crowd in Dolo- 
res Park in San Francisco. PBHSSC worked for months 
constructing the cell. Putting up this performance art 
for the first anniversary of the hunger strike was like 
an Amish community barn raising. Many visited the 
mock SHU to learn about the issues in the hunger 
strike and the views of the prisoners as reflected in our 
new pamphlet (see below). — News & Letters Participant 


“We ^te4 

Is human 


A' 


"Ci-. 




ss \i 


News 


> t Letters 




p e \\can 


Bay 


State 


prison 


riving 


From the belly of the 
beast: Pelican Bay 
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From Hiroshima/Nagasaki to Fukushima 


Evanston, III. — On Aug. 5 a unique and wonderful 
commemoration related the nuclear bombings of Hiro- 
shima and Nagasaki to the ongoing nuclear crisis at 
the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear plant in Japan. Titled 
"Hiroshima commemoration presentation: From Hiro- 
shima to Fukushima," it was sponsored by the Nuclear 
Energy Information Service (NEIS), North Shore Peace 
Initiative and Chicago Peace Coalition. 

Dr. Norma Field of the University of Chicago's 
Japanese Studies department spoke of anxious feel- 
ings among many of being caught off guard by nuclear 
disaster because of deployment of nuclear weapons 
and nuclear accidents. She reminded us that the first 
nuclear chain reaction was set off at the University of 
Chicago. Before Hiroshima, 155 scientists in the Man- 
hattan Project presented a petition to President Harry 
Truman asking that the U.S. not use the A-bomb un- 
less the Japanese were told of the effects of an atomic 
bombing and the terms of surrender were not accepted. 

Dr. Field introduced Yamada Yasuteru, a retired 
metals engineer and founder of the Skilled Veterans 
Corps for Fukushima (SVCF). SVCF was formed for 
volunteers to "work at Fukushima Daiichi to reduce 
radiation doses for younger workers." Younger workers 


are more vulnerable to radiation, while older workers 
will probably die from something else first. Younger 
workers also risk the health of their future offspring. 

Mr. Yamada told of the known damage and the 
uncertainties at Fukushima. Reactors 1 through 3 are 
stable for now, but if another earthquake hits before the 
40 to 50 years it will take to clean up and repair those 
reactors, that stability is in peril. Suspicion is strong 
that things are still very bad at Reactor 4. He presented 
tasks that should be done to clean up and repair the 
reactors as well as preventive measures that should be 
taken. The Japanese government has said it would be 
fine for SVCF people to enter the reactors and work, but 
Tokyo Electric Power Company (TEPCO) refused. 

Mr. Yamada asked us to write to the federal gov- 
ernment asking them to persuade the Japanese govern- 
ment to carry out SVCF proposed tasks: independent 
from TEPCO, employ worldwide expertise, including 
Three Mile Island and Chernobyl engineers and sci- 
entists; integrated project management; bring in an 
international inspection team. TEPCO has too much 
power and is hiding things to protect its own business 
interests. I have already written a letter to Secretary of 
State Hillary Rodham Clinton. — E.B. 


Urszula Wislanka / News & Letters 
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Quebec: elections 

Montreal — On Aug. 22, at least 50,000 students, 
workers, and social justice activists marched peacefully 
from Place du Canada through the streets of Montreal 
to Place Jacques-Cartier in "joyous protest." Some es- 
timates were as high as 100,000. Demonstrations have 
been held on the 22nd of each month since March. This 
was the largest of the summer. However, Radio-Canada 
(the French-language service of the CBC) lied about the 
numbers and claimed to have hired "experts in crowd 
evaluation" who had determined that only 12,500 had 
been there. Their "experts" were a marketing research 
firm. Radio-Canada, once accused of "radicalism" by 
former Prime Minister Pierre Trudeau, is now firmly 
under the iron fist of Prime Minister Stephen Harper, 
and has lost credibility as a source of information. 

It is in this context of social unrest that the Quebec 
provincial elections will take place on Sept. 4. By the 
time you are reading this, you will know the results, 
but at this time, nine days away, there are some general 
projections that can be made. 

The present ruling Liberal Party of Premier Jean 
Charest is not expected to remain in power because 
of the corruption scandals of the past few years (see 
"Quebec 'Maple Spring' Repression," July- August 2012 
N&L). Nonetheless, it is still a contest between three 
parties: the Liberals , the Parti Quebecois (PQ), and the 
Coalition Avenir Quebec (CAQ). They are each expected 
to receive 28 to 33% of the vote, which means that no 
party will have a majority, and that a minority govern- 
ment of two parties is probable. 

New in Quebec politics is the level of animosity be- 
tween the leaders of the three parties. It is so great that 
such a government might be unable to last six months. 

The CAQ is a new party with no elected members 
but is expected to do well because of disillusionment 
with the Liberals. Many describe it as a new version 
of the old Union Nationale party, basically Right-wing, 
with mild nationalist overtones, an attitude often 
called "soft federalism." Francois Legault, its leader, is 
a former accountant and thinks like one. CAQ members 
prefer to call themselves "coalise(e)s," but are popularly 
called "caquistes," a nasty scatological pun ("caca"). 

Pauline Marois of the PQ might form the next gov- 
ernment and is popular among some protesters, but is 
seen by others as being neoliberal. The PQ supports a 
secular Quebec, through a "charte de la laicite" by which 
religion will be kept from the political sphere entirely, 
though this is already the general practice in Quebec. It 
also is pro-sovereignist and social democratic. 

There is a fourth party, Quebec Solidaire (QS), 
which has one member of the National Assembly, Amir 
Khadir, and which has little chance, but a lot of sym- 
pathy amongst the youth. It supports labor, feminism, 
same-sex marriage, the social safety net and sovereign- 
ty, but many believe that its goals are not attainable 
under the present social order. Still, party co-leader 
Fran^oise David did well in the televised debates, and 
more QS candidates may win seats, herself included, 
which would give them a greater voice in the Assembly. 

The present demonstrations show a lot of passion, 


QUEERNOTES 


by Suzanne Rose 

Yaounde, Cameroon — Human rights leaders from 
Africa united to denounce "Gay Hate Day," which took 
place on Aug. 21 in Cameroon, and the ongoing arrests 
of people suspected of being Gay. The Archbishop of 
Yaounde contributed to this homophobic backlash call- 
ing homosexuality "shameful" and "an affront to the 
family, enemy of women and creation." He also said ho- 
mosexuality belongs with pedophilia and bestiality. The 
Aug. 21 date marks the savage murder and alleged rape 
of Narcisse Olivier Djomo Pokam. And in Aug. 2011, 
Roger Jean Claude Mbede' was arrested for "homosexual 

behavior" and sentenced to three years in prison. 

* * * 

Harare, Zimbabwe — Police arrested 44 members of 
the Gays and Lesbians Association of Zimbabwe (GALZ) 
at their offices the weekend of Aug. 10. According to 
the members, some of the police were visibly drunk 
and assaulted them using baton sticks, open hands and 
clenched fists before detaining them without charge. 
Some people required hospitalization from their inju- 
ries. The group had earlier launched a book chronicling 
human rights violations against them. Everyone was 

released on that Sunday. 

* * * 

Grand Rapids, Mich. — A clash with those protesting 
the inaugural Gay Day led a local human rights group 
to call for Grand Rapids police protection of Gay, Les- 
bian, Bisexual and Transgender people. Rape and death 
threats were made against those celebrating the commu- 
nity's diversity. Police said that "nobody came forward 
with a specific complaint, no charges were filed and the 
report has been closed." The National Organization for 
Women stated that the police's "failure to take action to 
protect our community from such horrendous threats of 
violence is alarming and unacceptable." 


in midst of revolt 

but the picket signs and discussions are not very spe- 
cific. There is a sense of a need for greater ideas than 
those which have been articulated so far. There is much 
talk and passion for a "more just Quebec," but with- 
out an idea of how to get there. One sign in the march 
said simply, "I'm so angry that I wrote this sign." What 
is new is that after so many years of stereotyping the 
youth of "Generation X" and "Generation Y" as being 
indifferent to social change, youth are once again as- 
sociated with social revolution. 

Another new development, is that the move- 
ment has spilled across international borders 
into New England and New York State, with dis- 
cussions and support groups in several places. 
On June 13, four members of Occupy Albany were 
arrested for "disorderly conduct," as the group 
marched in a solidarity demonstration with 
Quebec students. Charges were dismissed, since 
Albany County DA David Soares refused to pros- 
ecute the cases. Occupy Albany then decided to 
hold solidarity marches starting at 7:45 PM every 
Wednesday. 

After Sept. 4 a lot may have changed in Quebec. 
Still, this passion and movement for a totally new soci- 
ety will continue to grow, and will continue to inspire 
people across national boundaries. The idea of freedom 
is contagious. 

— Ti-Ouistiti, PJ, D. Cheneville, 
Aug. 26, 2012 


Boycott Chick-fil-A 



Chicago — Picketers gathered in front of the only 
Chick-fil-A in Chicago to protest the company CEO us- 
ing his chicken joint as a bullhorn to attack marriage 
and other civil rights for Gays. We were outnumbered 
by the customers who had streamed in for Chick-fil-A 
"Customer Appreciation Day," an anti-Gay campaign 
concocted by avowedly Christian groups and Fox 
News. Some customers actually changed their minds 
after talking to picketers. 

The restaurant is at Loyola University Law 
School. One young woman law student let us know 
that she and fellow students in the campus chapter of 
the National Lawyers Guild had protested leasing to 
Chick-fil-A even before it moved in. Loyola is a private 
Jesuit university and was not compelled to rent to this 
franchisee with a national reputation as a supporter 
of anti-Gay causes. 

— Picketer 


EDITORIAL 


continued from p. 1 

revolutionary Syria at all. That would threaten their 
own rule. Rather, their game plan is to weaken Assad 
as Iran's ally, and if possible to facilitate either Israeli 
or U.S. air strikes against Iran. 

This has long been the game played by Israel, Iran 
and the Saudis. Much of it has previously been for do- 
mestic consumption, but the prospect of revolution in 
Syria has turned it into an existential crisis for all 
three regional powers. In this situation, it is only the 
Syrian revolution that represents a genuine hope for 
peace. Half-measures are guarantees of future wars. 

Battles that erupted over Syria in Lebanon show 
the retrogressive nature of these games. There the fight- 
ing between Sunnis and Alawis has sometimes echoed 
the rhetoric of Lebanon's Civil War, including appeals 
to religious hatred. Thus old and discredited ideas and 
practices try to attach themselves to living revolutions. 
THE SYRIAN PEOPLE ORGANIZE 

The bases of a Free Syria have sprung up where 
the Assad regime's thugs have been eliminated. For 
example, Daraya had "been run with quiet efficiency 
by opposition activists and volunteers from the local 
community.... With no security forces on hand... activists 
would stand at major intersections and hand out leaflets 
designed to educate residents on the key principles of 
the revolution, as drawn up by committees of local men 
and women. The leaflets said there must be equality be- 
tween all religious and ethnic groups... and stressed the 
importance of ensuring justice and rejecting revenge.... 
They also spelt out that with new freedoms would come 
enormous responsibilities and duties... including car- 
ing for the environment and conserving scarce water 
resources." ("Daraya: The Defiance that led to a Mas- 
sacre," Phil Sands, The National , Aug. 27.) 

Similarly, in al-Bab near Aleppo, "Within days, the 
makings of a civil society could already be glimpsed, 
especially at night. It was then that locals and rebels 
poured out into the streets, trading their cell phones 
and Kalashnikov rifles for garbage bags, white gloves, 
and brooms.... One young boy told me he was on cleanup 
duty because for his whole life to do anything spontane- 
ous or willful in Syria required government permission. 
Another joked that the garbage bag in his hand was 
where he wanted Assad to go." ("Ramadan in Aleppo," 
Michael Weiss, Foreign Affairs, Aug. 13.) 

THE TWELVE' AND THEIR KIND 

It is the most brutal irony that so many of the state 
powers that support Assad claim "revolutionary" pedi- 
grees. Besides Russia and China, the 12 countries that 
give Assad UN cover include Cuba and the "Bolivarian" 
states; the unreconstructed Stalinists of North Korea 
and Belarus; and Zimbabwe's dictator Robert Mugabe. 
All will eventually have to answer to their own people. 

Leftists, who support Assad, show that they can't 
imagine a people's movement apart from state power — 
from state terror. They begin from the point at which 
previous revolutions have become transformed into 
their opposites, oppressive state-capitalist regimes, and 
uphold their failures and crimes as ideals. Only this 
explains the hysteria with which some have defended 
Assad and willfully ignored the genocide in Syria. 

The profound courage, dignity and humanity of 
Syrian men, women and children remain intact. In the 
words of one woman activist in Daraya, "What we are 
saying to the regime is, 'you destroy, we build, you de- 
stroy again, we will build again.' That is our revolution 
and that is why it will succeed in the end." 


Shameful lack of services for Itans seniors 


Chicago — The U.S. Department of Health and Hu- 
man Services recently banned discrimination based on 
gender identity or expression. All healthcare facilities 
which accept federal money, including Medicaid and 
Medicare, cannot discriminate against Transgender 
nor gender- variant patients. 

This only underlines how pervasive discrimination 
remains. The Services and Advocacy for LGBT Elders' 
(SAGE) report, "Improving the Lives of Transgender 
Older Adults: Recommendations for Policy and Prac- 
tice" and the Growing Old Gracefully (GOG) art and 
news program point out widespread discrimination to- 
wards Transgender seniors. 

There is a lack of competent healthcare and care- 
giving providers specifically for Transgender seniors. 
Health insurance plans, including Medicare, do not cov- 
er the healthcare needs of Transgender seniors. Like 
many younger Transgender people, many Transgender 
seniors either do not seek care when they become ill or 
delay seeking care until there is an emergency. 

Mainstream senior centers are often not places 
where Transgender seniors feel welcome or comfortable 
to be open about their lives. As a result, many Trans- 
gender people live in isolation from their families of ori- 
gin, their children, their friends and communities. It is 
no surprise, then, to learn that the suicide rate is high 
in the elder Transgender community. 

There are so many things the U.S. government and 


society can do to help Transgender seniors. Currently, 
the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual IV (DSM IV) 
states that Transgender people have gender identity 
disorder. The Transgender community and their al- 
lies are strongly proposing that the upcoming DSM-V 
drop that term and replace it with the non-medicalizing 
term gender variance. 

There is a dearth of research data and funding for 
Transgender healthcare. Healthcare workers must be 
trained to meet the needs of Transgender seniors. 

It is encouraging that there are organizations 
working to ensure that Transgender seniors have all 
the services they need and gain full, legal equality. 
SAGE has affiliates in 15 states, and the District of 
Columbia, and the National Resource on LGBT Aging 
informs and connects LGBT seniors with agencies and 
services. 

Well aware that research shows, again and again, 
that people benefit from being in settings where they 
feel welcome and able to be themselves, including being 
out about their lives, these organizations include social, 
healthcare, housing, return-to-work, counseling and 
home visiting programs for all Transgender seniors. 
The only affordable housing facility for Queer seniors 
in the Midwest is being built by the Chicago Center on 
Halsted and the Heartland Alliance, an international 
human rights and services organization. 

— Elise Barclay 
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against 2008, while Republican registrations rose. 

Pennsylvania is one of ten states that passed voter 
ID laws requiring state ID like drivers' licenses, a re- 
quirement which disproportionately affects the poor 
and minorities who ride buses. The law was cynically 
designed, as a leader of the legislature put it, to "al- 
low Governor Romney to win the state." The Brennan 
Center for Justice estimates that new laws put barri- 
ers to voting in front of more than five million people, 
mostly African American and Latino. In addition, True 
the Vote, a Tea Party group, is recruiting "poll watch- 
ers" to harass voters across the country, as they did in 
Texas in 2010. Their targets are "illegal aliens" and the 
"food stamp army." Aware of people of color's high levels 
of voting in 2008 and the growing Latino popu- 
lation, the Republicans aim to be the party 
through which future white minority rule can 
be guaranteed, and labor unions and the wel- 
fare state dismantled. 

The solidity of the Black vote is part of 
a long history in which great sacrifices were 
made to gain the right to vote to help curb the 
racist forces in society and the government. The 
Right is counting on demoralization and ideo- 
logical obfuscation to depress the Obama youth 
vote even as it plays to this society's pervasive 
racism to turn around the many white workers 
who voted for Obama in 2008. 

LABOR'S SEARCH FOR NEW BEGINNING 

A handful of anonymous and known bil- 
lionaires are funneling a tsunami of cash, 
designated by the retrogressive U.S. Supreme 
Court as "free speech," into Super PACs in or- 
der to take control of all three branches of the 
government. Romney has a 35 to 1 advantage 
over Obama in this stealth money race and is 
counting on a replay of the Right's victory over 
the initially popular recall of Wisconsin Gover- 
nor Scott Walker. Walker had sparked massive 
protests after destroying the right of public unions to 
negotiate contracts. Labor unions in the U.S. are on the 
defensive, trying to hold the line against capitalist de- 
mands for ever more takeaways. 

Though a massive infusion of money into the media 
during the election spectacle has reshaped the prevail- 
ing discourse, the specter of Occupy is still alive in mul- 
tiple forms after having been brutally removed from the 
public square. Women, Blacks, youths and immigrants 
have as well made their voices of protest heard. An Oc- 
cupy highpoint was when unemployed and immigrant 
labor took the initiative in a mass strike which, in 
conjunction with the longshore workers of the ILWU, 
closed the West Coast ports last November. (See "Port 
shutdown & forms of labor struggle," p. 5.) 

Yet when West Coast Occupys descended on 
Longview, Wash., in February to help ILWU Local 21 in 
their struggle for recognition at the new Export Grain 
Terminal (EGT), the ILWU International imposed an 
agreement on Local 21, violating the ILWU constitution. 

A fundamental issue raised by the new highly au- 
tomated grain loading system is the prerogative of capi- 
tal, the machine, to both dominate living labor in the 
workplace and create more permanent unemployment. 

The labor union bureaucracy has been transformed 
from a force that once fought for increasing the stan- 
dards of living of workers into a force that now opposes 
the workers and trumpets its cooperation with manage- 
ment. In the past decade dozens of contracts have been 
rejected by the workers, only to see the union bureau- 
cracy mobilize to force the approval of the rejected con- 
tracts. The uniting of Occupy with the Longshoremen 
in Longview reveals another way. 

The inability to break the mental shackles — the 
illusion that capital employs labor, although it is actu- 
ally labor that "builds it" — is the root of all the rotten 
compromises, the failure to find a path out of this eco- 
nomic crisis, as well as the retrogressive Romney/Ryan 
economic plan. 

OBAMA'S PRAGMATISM JUST WON'T DO 

President Barack Obama's non-ideological, prag- 
matic bipartisan approach, which has so disappointed 
the remarkable coalescence of social forces that elected 
him in 2008, won't do. In 2010 Republicans trapped 
Obama with their self-created debt ceiling crisis. They 
were willing to push the world economy over the abyss 
to get their way. Obama is finally using his own lever- 
age to not back down on letting the Bush tax cuts for 
the super-wealthy expire in the face of the year-end 
"fiscal cliff — yet another manufactured crisis set up 
by Congress, which will include cuts in defense spend- 
ing cherished by Republicans. (See also "Political spec- 
tacles cannot hide the reality of deranged capitalism," 
Sept.-Oct. 2011 News & Letters.) 

Marketing Romney on the economy is the far Right's 
plan to take over the whole government, downplaying 
at times some of their less palatable extreme sexism, 
racism, and hatred of immigrants. Romney was even 
more extreme than Gingrich in being opposed to letting 
any undocumented immigrants stay in this country no 


matter how long they've been here. The Right's simple 
math is that no president in an ordinary election ever 
gets reelected amid 8% unemployment. Unemployment 
is really over 15% if calculated according to the level 
of participation in the economy. The Republicans have 
done everything they can to make unemployment worse 
but are counting on the idea that the economy is owned 
by the president, not them. 

LABOR AND CAPITAL 

The best that is expected is that the economy will 
continue to slog on with over 8% unemployment, but it 
may get much worse. European-style austerity advocat- 
ed by Republicans is dragging down the world economy 
but, if European nationalism precipitates a collapse of 
the eurozone, the global depression will escalate. The 

severe U.S. drought, 
the new normal 
because of global 
warming, has raised 
global food prices to 
levels that triggered 
the hunger riots and 
rebellions of 2007- 
2008. Ideologues like 
Ryan, who have no 
regard for empirical 
facts, are outright 
climate change de- 
niers. However, the 
most basic perni- 
cious inversion of 
thought and reality 
is the self-delusion 
that capital creates 
jobs, that it employs 
labor, even when it 
plainly does not. 

Capital doesn’t 
exist to employ 
people but to make 
a profit and accumulate more capital. When the 
financial collapse revealed a dramatically lower 
rate of profit in the real economy, capitalists be- 
gan sitting on trillions of dollars, driving interest 
rates down to nearly zero by parking their money 
in government bonds. As a whole, the rate of prof- 
it is determined by the amount of dead labor, or 
machines, it takes to put in motion living labor. 
The ratio between those two has a tendency to 
rise because capitalists are constantly trying to 
eliminate living labor through new technology. 
Since profit can only come from living labor, the 
rate of profit tends to fall. Capitalists insist that 
too much of the social product is going to living 
labor for them to make a profit and thus they 
push for ever more austerity. The result is deep, 
intractable permanent unemployment, which 
further exacerbates the depression. 

Non-Marxist economists have, at least since John 
Maynard Keynes in the 1930s, confronted the prob- 
lem of deep permanent unemployment that isn't cor- 
rected in a normal upturn in the business cycle. To- 
day's Keynesians like Paul Krugman are somewhat 
flummoxed that what was learned in the 1930s is now 
totally ignored. For him it is very simple to "end this 
depression now" through massive government spend- 
ing putting people to work. He recently co-authored a 
Keynesian "manifesto" against those pushing austerity, 
saying their ideas have been rejected by nearly all econ- 
omists since the 1930s. ("Time to speak up: a manifesto 
for economic sense," Financial Times , June 28, 2012.) 
Krugman thinks this difficulty is a transient one and, 
after a big push from government spending, capital- 
driven growth will return. Even if that were true, the 
supposed temporary difficulties in the 1930s disgorged 
the holocaust and WWII, barbarities that were fueled 
by ideas that are similar to ones appearing in our retro- 
gressive political environment. 

Four years ago Congress signed over a whopping 
$700 billion to President George W. Bush's Treasury 
Secretary Henry Paulson to stave off a total collapse 
of the capitalist system. It was a remarkable moment 
when the masters of global capitalism, spouting an 
anti-government ideology of self-reliance, became in a 
flash what Marx dubbed "capitalist communists." Since 
being rescued, this tiny minority of financiers, who are 
at the top of the capitalist food chain, are mouthing 
their old ideology while the so-called "controlled de- 
pression" they precipitated drags on for everyone else. 

Now they have their own candidate, Mitt Romney, 
a poster boy for finance capital's disregard for employ- 
ment reflected in story after story of once viable busi- 
nesses and local economies being destroyed when "Bain 
came to town." Romney can't release his tax returns be- 
cause it would further expose, beyond his foreign bank 
accounts, the special privileges of financiers to escape 
taxation. Romney is not only appealing to the most re- 
actionary elements in society but persistently personi- 
fies money. In this election, where "money talks" above 
all other voices, money keeps repeating, "Give us more, 
for we are the job creators." The facts speak otherwise, 


pointing to a growing army of unemployed, which Marx 
said would be capitalism's gravediggers. 

Why have most economists lost all objectivity, 
making a religious conviction out of the idea that 
capital will produce jobs and anything else is so- 
cialism? They have a point in that once they let 
go of their fantasy, the opposite idea of workers 
running production together through their own 
cooperation can come to the fore. If there is a to- 
tal break with capital as that which employs the 
human being and if the content of new produc- 
tion is filled by freely associated labor, even the 
financial arena can, as Marx put it, be an impor- 
tant lever for reorganizing production. 

The Occupy movement, women's liberation, the 
Black and immigrant rights struggle and their con- 
cerns seem to have been pushed aside and overshad- 
owed by the election spectacle. But despite all the con- 
cessions workers have been forced to take, they revolt 
against them daily and in many ways — from creating 
problems on the production lines to forming groups to 
oppose and reform their bureaucracies. Beneath the 
surface of their oppression — employed and especially 
the unemployed, women, Blacks, Latinos, immigrants 
and youth — there is a seething cauldron of explosive 
proportions created by the dehumanized existence they 
are forced to live. It is from this seething cauldron that 
the new forms of a human future will be emerging. 

Review: The Conflict... 

debating motherhood 

The Conflict: How Modern Motherhood Undermines 
the Status of Women, by Elisabeth Badinter 

The Conflict is a brief overview of its subject that 
occasionally makes poorly supported generalizations, 
but it has sparked an important debate within femi- 
nism. Badinter criticizes not motherhood itself, but 
the new trend of "attachment parenting" (AP) which 
involves spending as much time with the infant as pos- 
sible and includes breastfeeding, co-sleeping, cloth dia- 
pering and natural childbirth. 

Most of the burden of AP falls on the mother, creat- 
ing a conflict between motherhood and her paying job or 
career. She supports women making their own choices, 
but she wants them to think about the effects of their 
choices on their lives and society. 

While Badinter is concerned about women wast- 
ing their potential and endangering themselves finan- 
cially, she is also concerned that women who want to 
have children are discouraged, aware of the stress in- 
volved in trying to reach this ideal of perfect mother- 
hood. While she respects those with no desire to have 
children, she says lowering the birth rate too much will 
endanger nations and their ability to pay pensions. I 
am not sure this is a threat because of immigrants add- 
ing to populations, and it needs to be balanced with the 
issue of global overpopulation. 

AP has been championed by some feminists 
as a way women can change society through rear- 
ing smarter, more emotionally and physically 
healthy children. This has an eerie resemblance 
to Right-wing propaganda that women must stick 
to nurturing roles in the private sphere or risk 
injuring their children and destroying society. 
(This propaganda has been used to bash single 
mothers and LGBT marriage and parenting.) 

Badinter shows that accepting that infants need 
constant nurturing — and only from their mothers — 
comes from animal studies whose relevance to humans 
has been debunked. 

She discusses why feminism and the Left became 
attracted to the philosophy of "naturalism" — the idea 
that anything considered "natural" is better. She be- 
lieves it is completely negative, but I think some of the 
issues she raises need more exploration. She states the 
ecology movement created paranoia about scientific 
advances, including artificial chemicals, modern medi- 
cine, and genetic engineering. While, as Badinter says, 
these have improved our lives, capitalism has contrib- 
uted to their misuse. 

She thinks the natural world is not endangered, 
but climate change and pollution are real problems. 
She uses women's fear of the side effects of the birth 
control pill as an example of pharmaceutical paranoia, 
but, although liberating, it does carry some serious 
risks, and was only made safer because women made 
its limitations public. She complains that "the vulva 
came to represent woman," but it is possible and nec- 
essary to love all aspects of our bodies and sexualities 
while still recognizing that all genders are more alike 
than they are different. 

Badinter' s book has started a debate about wheth- 
er AP is anti-feminist, but it raises other issues that 
feminists and the Left need to consider. We need to ex- 
amine what we mean by "nature" and what it symbol- 
izes. We also need to study repressive ideologies so that 
the philosophies and practices we develop to liberate 
ourselves don't lead us back in a reactionary direction. 

— Adele 



One of the many faces of the Occupy Movement, from 
Occupy Chicago, 2011. 
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Tensions over race in Occupy Chicago 


Chicago — Tensions over race came to a boiling point 
within Occupy Chicago (OC) in August. A working 
group making plans for four days of protests at Presi- 
dent Obama's campaign headquarters here, to coincide 
with the Democratic Party convention in North Caro- 
lina, included in the plans the burning of voter regis- 
tration cards. This was opposed by a majority of people 
at more than one General Assembly (GA), with a num- 
ber of people — Black, Latino, and white — invoking the 
bloody struggles that it took to win the vote. To many of 
us it was shocking that anyone would propose this. Yet 
the proponents were intransigent and it was described 
as approved by OC. We 
have also heard that Oc- 
cupies in some other cit- 
ies are going to do the 
same thing. 

Agreeing with all as- 
pects of the protests except 
for the voter card burn- 
ing, Occupy the South 
Side called for a counter- 
protest, declaring, "This 
action comes only after 
People of Color and White 
supporters of People of 
Color voiced great concern 
in regards to the message 
that the OC endorsed' ac- 
tion will send.... 

"We are not Obama- 
ites, quite the contrary. . . . 

We are people who believe that the people who risked so 
much to gain this right deserve better.... 

"This is a Movement that is supposed to include 
ALL of the 99% but has done a poor job.... This action is 
practically guaranteed to undo the progress that those 
who are in the streets have been fighting for for almost 
a year. 

"This country has a history deep in the terror and 
Hell thousands of African-Americans, women, and oth- 
ers had to suffer to get this right for all! A voter card 
burning is NOT a light matter! 

"Please join us as we give Occupy Chicago a history 
lesson and proclaim: HELL NO WE WILL NOT BURN 
OUR VOTERS CARD!" 

The issue was debated at several more GAs, some- 
times way past the usual end time. Unfortunately, the 
real ideas at stake were obscured by personal remarks, 
misinterpretations, misrepresentations, and a totally 
abstract, ahistorical way of posing revolution vs. reform. 

The reality is that the Republicans are working 
very hard to deprive people of color of the right to vote. 
This is not just about the two main capitalist parties 


competing for offices. It is about driving the politics of 
this country in a counter-revolutionary direction. It is 
about smashing Occupy, labor unions, abortion rights, 
contraception, and all freedom movements. Yet some of 
the "revolutionaries" actually hope for a Romney vic- 
tory in much the same way the Stalinists in 1930s Ger- 
many hoped for a Nazi political victory as the pathway 
to Stalinist power — "after Hitler, us." 

The "more revolutionary than thou" spout dogmat- 
ic abstractions: "voting makes no difference"; "elections 
were foisted on the people to fool them"; "voting props 
up this racist and sexist system." At least one anar- 
chist said that if every- 
one stopped voting the 
system would collapse 
and we could create a 
new one. Someone even 
said that "Minorities, as 
a whole, could change 
everything in a second if 
THEY DIDN'T VOTE!" 
What lies behind these 
absurd fantasies? 

There is a segment 
of Occupy so desperate 
for a shortcut to revolu- 
tion that they totally sep- 
arate it from the actual 
history of revolutions 
and mass movements, 
taking refuge in abstract 
revolutionism. What lim- 
ited democracy we have 
was not handed down from above to dupe the masses, 
but was won in struggle, from the revolution in the War 
of Independence, to the second revolution of the Civil 
War, to women's suffrage, to the Black revolution of 
the 1950s and 1960s. The narrowing of democracy was 
counter-revolutionary, from the enshrinement of slav- 
ery in the Constitution to the betrayal of Reconstruc- 
tion, to the last few decades' explosion of imprisonment 
and disenfranchisement. Black masses have ever been 
the vanguard of U.S. freedom struggles. 

Disconnection from this history goes hand in hand 
with being overwhelmed by the power of the ruling 
class and its state. Thus, some activists are looking 
for revolution from out of their heads — how else do you 
explain such fantasies as that people not voting would 
somehow overturn the power structure? 

We need to see that the Black dimension is testing 
the Occupy Movement. It's not too late for the abstract 
revolutionists to correct their mistake, but it has to 
start with some listening. 

—Occupier 



Homeless cltalkers demand recognition 


Los Angeles — On June 28, 75 people from the Los 
Angeles Community Action Network (LA CAN) — a Skid 
Row organization that agitates for the homeless — and 
Occupy LA demonstrated outside the downtown Sher- 
aton Hotel where the Central City Association (CCA) 
was holding a conference. They chanted: "CCA, you 
won't push us away!" and held a banner: "If you're on 
Main Street, it's progress. If we're on Main Street, 
it's criminal!" 

At one point, some protesters started to chalk mes- 
sages on the sidewalk as CCA security guards took 
notes and photographed the protestors. Twenty min- 
utes later, three police cars arrived and the police ar- 
rested, booked and jailed the chalkers. The fine for mis- 
demeanor vandalism can be as high as $20,000. Police 
had arrested and jailed other youths for chalking on 
sidewalks at previous demonstrations. 

Two weeks later, 11 Occupy LA chalkers were 
physically tackled and arrested at the monthly evening 
LA Art Walk. Art Walk attracts thousands of youths of 
all races from all over LA. It occurs on Main Street and 
Spring Street which divides Skid Row from the affluent 
downtown business area. 

As protests against the police grew, riot 
squads were called in and several hundred Art 
Walkers joined the protesters in opposing the po- 
lice making arrests. They were slowly pushed out 
of the Art Walk zone, which was televised live. 

The following month's Art Walk on Aug. 9 got a lot 
of publicity. Occupy Oakland, Code Pink, and others an- 
nounced they would be in LA to help chalk at Art Walk. 
The police captain on the Skid Row Division declared 
that chalking "is a violation of the law, it's vandalism 
and we're going to make arrests." The Art Walk CEO 
told the Occupiers to go chalk somewhere else. 

Occupy LA and their supporters decided to remain 
at Pershing Square, three blocks from the Art Walk 
zone. They chalked many messages covered live by tele- 
vision news. None of these chalkers were arrested. 

The previously arrested chalkers had no charges 
filed on their court date. The arrests, jail time and bail 
was nothing but police harassment. It's an example of a 


Skid Row police state. 

An LA CAN statement said in part: 'LA CAN 
and others are reclaiming public space and dia- 
logue in the 'New Downtown' to make it clear that 
the CCA (and their big business developer mem- 
bers) is not the only voice in downtown LA. In- 
stead of continually calling for more police that 
can do nothing to end homelessness or poverty, 
the CCA should advocate for and invest in solu- 
tions that serve everyone and uplift all of us in 
downtown... We can all share downtown, but not 
if CCA's policies are solely intended to remove, 
ignore, and criminalize us." 

In the 1920s men, women, and children were sit- 
ting and sleeping on the sidewalks of Manhattan. Skid 
Rows, ghettos, barrios and homelessness are a part of 
U.S. capitalist society that has to end. — Basho 



Disabled are human, 
deserve transplants 

A 23-year-old man was denied a heart transplant 
by the University of Pennsylvania Hospital because of 
his autism, says his mom, Karen Corby. Paul Corby has 
autism and a mood disorder. He has a good quality of 
life and a social network to support him after the sur- 
gery. Paul was diagnosed with a deadly heart condition 
that requires a transplant, but was kept off the trans- 
plant list. 

The phone call from Paul's cardiologist deny- 
ing him placement left Karen numb. "Before she 
hung up, the doctor told me to have a nice day." 
Karen says. That doctor wrote her, "I have rec- 
ommended against transplant given his psychiat- 
ric issues, autism, the complexity of the process, 
multiple procedures and the unknown and un- 
predictable effect of steroids on behavior." "I was 
devastated, " said Karen, "I don't see why anyone 
would think his life is less worthy of saving." 

Paul takes 20 drugs a day without problems and 
his medications have not caused behavior problems. 
She started an online petition on change.org to con- 
vince the hospital to change its mind. 

This case is similar to one in Philadelphia concern- 
ing three-year-old Amelia Rivera, who was born with 
a genetic condition that is characterized by a distinct 
facial appearance, delayed growth and development, in- 
tellectual disabilities and seizures. Her mom, Chrissy, 
says the Children's Hospital of Philadelphia won't let 
Amelia get a life-saving kidney transplant because she 
is "mentally retarded." 

When Rivera told the medical team who de- 
nied the transplant that a family member would 
donate the kidney, the doctor said Amelia would 
still not be eligible because of her mental delays 
and quality of life. They said transplant drugs 
would interfere with Amelia's anti-seizure med- 
ication and that she might need another trans- 
plant later in life. "So you're saying in six months 
to a year when her kidneys fail you want us to let 
her die?" Chrissy asked, and he said, "Yes." Out- 
raged, Rivera also started a petition on change, 
org that has more than 21,000 signatures. 

These two horrible examples bring up the question: 
what does it mean to be human, and who is deciding? 
The doctors and hospitals in both these cases are decid- 
ing these two people are defective human beings and 
don't deserve having scarce organs "wasted" on them. 

Pam Wood, the mother of two children with dis- 
abilities, one of whom had a liver transplant but later 
died, doesn't completely disagree with the hospitals' 
decisions. "Yes, I had to bring Quantell's school re- 
cords in and show them to the hospital to prove that he 
could progress mentally and that pissed me off. But I 
understand the reasons." She continued, "Transplants 
are hell to go through, as is the rigid and complicated 
regime of medications afterwards. What if Paul Corby 
refuses to take his medication? Just missing one can 
cause problems. Transplant teams are looking for 
adults that can take care of themselves. There are too 
many possibilities for mistakes. The hospitals are mak- 
ing these decisions because there are not enough or- 
gans to go around. They want to give the organs to the 
person who would have the best outcome.... 

"In an ideal world, whether or not someone has a 
disability should not make a difference in anything, in- 
cluding transplants. But we are not in that world." 

We have to start treating all people, including 
those with disabilities, as the complete human beings 
they are. — Suzanne Rose 

Teachers vote to strike 

Chicago — The Chicago Teachers' Union (CTU) has 
notified the Chicago Public Schools (CPS) of its inten- 
tion to strike on Sept. 10, the second week of school, 
after an unprecedented 90% of teachers had voted to 
authorize a strike. 

Thousands of teachers took to the streets to march 
in a Labor Day strike rally around City Hall, along 
with other public workers and a dozen other trades in 
solidarity. They have countered the poorly-crafted "de- 
forms" from the Rahm Emanuel administration with 
"The Schools Chicago's Students Deserve," calling for 
reduced class size; restoration of physical education, 
the arts, and libraries with librarians; support services 
such as counseling, transportation, and bilingual and 
special-needs staff; "age-appropriate (not test-driven)" 
early education; and partnerships with parents. 

Mass rallies and widespread community support 
have rolled back the CPS demand for a longer school day 
without adequate compensation for teachers. Teachers 
and community want curriculum content that engages 
and enriches students. As a result, the Board of Educa- 
tion says it will hire additional staff for the program. 

Negotiations between CPS and the CTU continue. 
Immediate issues include class size limits, compensa- 
tion, evaluation, and working conditions. Long-term 
concerns include the length of the school year, pension 
changes, and closing community schools while opening 
more charter schools. — Susan Van Gelder 
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WORLD* VIEW 


by Gerry Emmett 

Three members of the punk band/art collective 
Pussy Riot were each sentenced to two years in prison 
on Aug. 17, accused of "hoo- 
liganism motivated by re- 
ligious hatred." On Feb. 

13, they had entered the 
Cathedral of Christ the 
Savior in Moscow and cried 
out "Our Lady, chase Putin 
out!" They were removed 
by security guards with no 
further incident, then ar- 
rested on March 3, a day 
before Putin was re-elected 
President. 

There is no question 
that Putin's regime has 
singled out Maria Alyokh- 
ina, Nadezhda Tolokon- 
nikova and Yekaterina Samutsevich to intimidate a 
growing, and thinking, opposition to his authoritarian 
state-capitalist rule. The Pussy Riot collective and oth- 
ers like it have attempted to create new art forms that 
will reclaim the revolutionary ideas so long abused in 
the mouths of Stalinists. As Moscow-based critic David 
Riff has described this project, it aims at an aesthet- 
ics of resistance that can't be appropriated by the post- 
Communist elite, which is "using the entire arsenal of 
history to legitimize its position." 

THE WORD WILL BREAK CEMENT' 

Putin's rule depends, in part, on the theoretical 
weakness of his opposition. The new generation of revo- 
lutionary thinkers is attempting to connect with larger 
masses, including heavily exploited workers. Listen to 
Pussy Riot's moving statements to the court. 

"We expect a guilty verdict. Compared to the judi- 
cial machine, we are nohodies, and we have lost. On 

S. African miners 

The Marikana platinum mine massacre of 34 
miners near Rustenburg, South Africa, has outraged 
the revolutionary working class (see "Marikana mine 
massacre," p. 1). Outrage is likely to reverse the gov- 
ernment's decision to charge 270 survivors with the 
murders of fellow workers, shot by police. The workers, 
dragged to court, many still bloodstained, are threat- 
ened with the notorious "common purpose" doctrine 
that was used against the anti-apartheid movement. 

Charges have been "suspended." The Marikana 
miners are demanding a pay raise and recognition of 
a new union, the Association of Mineworkers and Con- 
struction Union, as opposed to the government-aligned 
National Union of Mineworkers. No police officer or 
other official has been charged. 

How can anyone place their faith in the govern- 
ment's promised "impartial investigation"? The moral 
and political decline of the ANC is evidenced by the fact 
that Cyril Ramaphosa, floated as a possible candidate 
for the ANC presidency, and former head of the NUM, is 
a major stockholder in Lonmin. He is also on the boards 
of numerous international firms, including Coca-Cola, 
accused of anti-worker atrocities in Colombia. 

Nelson Mandela's words to South Africa's unions, 
from 1993, come to mind now: "How many times has a 
labor movement supported a liberation movement, only 
to find itself betrayed on the day of liberation? There 
are many examples of this in Africa. If the ANC govern- 
ment does not deliver the goods you must do to it what 
you did to the apartheid regime." 


Free Pussy Riot! 

the other hand, we have won. The whole world now sees 
that the criminal case against us has been fabricated. 

The system cannot conceal the repressive nature of this 

trial. " — Yekaterina 

"Just like Solzhenit- 
syn, I believe that in the 
end the word will break ce- 
ment... Katya, Masha and I 
may be in prison but I do 
not consider us defeated. 

Just as the dissidents were 
not defeated; although they 
disappeared into mental 
institutions and prisons, 
they pronounced their ver- 
dict upon the regime." — 
Nadezhda 

"All you can deprive 
me of is 'so-called' freedom. 

This is the only kind that 
exists in Russia. But nobody can take away my inner 
freedom... This freedom goes on living with every per- 
son who is not indifferent, who hears us in this country. 

With everyone who found shards of the trial in them- 
selves, like in previous times they found them in Franz 
Kafka and Guy Debord. " — Maria 
BATTLE OF IDEAS IN STREETS 

The original Christ the Savior Cathedral was torn 
down by Stalin, to make space for his absurd (and im- 
possible to build) Palace of the Soviets. (That building 
would have seen a giant statue of Lenin on its roof, be- 
striding Moscow like King Kong.) The cathedral was 
reconstructed in the 1990s, in large part to co-opt the 
Orthodox Church as a pillar of the new state-capitalist 
order after the fall of Communism, the old state-capi- 
talist ideology. 

Since the verdict that role has been confirmed by 
repeated incidents in which crews from Russian state 
television have accompanied Church activists as they 
harassed supporters and family members of Pussy 
Riot. Their "religious outrage" is entirely an instrument 
of the state. 

This war of symbols — and ideas — is part of the 
struggle to revive a genuine revolutionary movement in 
Russia. Free Pussy Riot! 

Hurricane Isaac & Haiti 

Hurricane Isaac only skirted Haiti, but was a huge 
blow to 390,000 people still living in tent cities since 
the devastating 2010 earthquake. Only a small portion 
of the housing destroyed then has been rebuilt or re- 
paired. Witnesses report homeless camps being turned 
to fields of mud and sewage. The figure of 24 people 
killed will likely increase through disease and hunger. 

The nation is already fighting a cholera epidemic 
that has seen hundreds of thousands fall ill, and over 
7,000 die. The current government has been more inter- 
ested in rebuilding the army, and enriching the usual 
Haitian and U.S. elites, than in reconstruction, much 
less in connecting with the revolutionary solidarity 
that sustains Haiti's poor. 

Hurricane Isaac also threatened Louisiana, eerily, 
on the anniversary of Hurricane Katrina's 2005 devas- 
tation of New Orleans, an event that exposed U.S. gov- 
ernment racism. And it heralded the more active hur- 
ricane season associated with global warming, which 
threatens the poorest populations. These are not simply 
natural disasters, but a measure of the disaster human 
relations have become under capitalism. 

NEWS AND LETTERS COMMITTEES 


Shi fang protest 

Chinese officials in Sichuan province bowed quickly 
to mass protests and withdrew plans on July 3 for con- 
struction of a $1.6 billion molybdenum copper process- 
ing plant in Shifang town. Thousands of demonstrators 
faced tear gas and police batons beginning on July 1, 
surrounding government buildings and installations in 
Shifang to stop the project and the predictably high lev- 
el of heavy metal carcinogens it would spew into the air. 

Despite facing injury and arrest at the hands of 
elite anti-riot police, the protesters continued until the 
government and Communist Party did a rapid about- 
face. They moved in two days from selling the process- 
ing plant as a job creator within the interior province of 
Sichuan to publicly scrapping it. 

The crowds demonstrating had continued to 
swell, but the notable participation of high school 
students had obsessed the Party and the official 
media. Calls went out at the beginning to get high 
school students to not join in protest, and even 
afterward punishment was promised for those 
who they might blame for recruiting students. 
One can almost sense the fear of a challenge to 
the regime from the youth. 

Those who see in the successful protest in Shifang 
a sign of a kinder, gentler response to the, on average, 
400 mass incidents a day, need to recall that last year's 
Wukan village revolt and expulsion of village Party of- 
ficials did not end future land grab protests from being 
settled with police power. Even as local and provincial 
Party officials maneuver for power in advance of the 
upcoming 18th Party Congress, the regime's first alle- 
giance is to state or private capitalists who will insist 
they need the molybdenum and copper. 

— Bob McGuire 

I Neville Alexander I 

We mourn the passing of South African revolution- 
ary and scholar Neville Alexander. Born in the rural 
Eastern Cape, Alexander moved to Cape Town in 1953 
to attend university. There he was introduced to rev- 
olutionary ideas. As he said, "I was forced to grapple 
seriously with the works of Marx and Trotsky... If you 
did not know Hegel, Marx, Shakespeare, the poets and 
English literature you were simply left out of things." 
His political education was furthered during studies at 
the University of Tubingen in Germany. 

After the Sharpeville massacre of 1960, Alexander 
returned to South Africa and began teaching. In 1964 
he was sentenced to Robben Island prison after being 
accused of conspiracy to commit sabotage. This became 
his second and more profound university experience. 

Alongside Nelson Mandela and other prison- 
ers in the "University of Robben Island," he said, 
"We taught one another what we knew, discover- 
ing each other's resourcefulness. We also learned 
how people with little or no formal education 
could not only themselves participate in educa- 
tion programs but actually teach others a range 
of insights and skills." 

Alexander applied the lessons of both "universi- 
ties" to the South African freedom struggle. He made 
serious efforts at dialogue with the Black Conscious- 
ness Movement, criticizing what he saw as possibilities 
for it being co-opted by capitalism. Post-apartheid, he 
tried, through the Workers Organization for Socialist 
Action, to influence the African National Congress to 
deepen the "democratic project." 

Most importantly, though, the vision of freedom re- 
mained Neville Alexander's goal. 



Who We Are And What We Stand For 


News and Letters Committees is an 
organization of Marxist-Humanists that 
since its birth has stood for the abolition 
of capitalism, both in its private prop- 
erty form as in the U.S., and its state 
property form, as it has historically ap- 
peared in state-capitalist regimes calling 
themselves Communist as in Russia and 
China. We stand for the development of 
new human relations, what Marx first 
called a new Humanism. 

News & Letters was founded in 1955, 
the year of the Detroit wildcat strikes 
against Automation and the Montgomery 
Bus Boycott against segregation — activi- 
ties which signaled a new movement from 
practice that was itself a form of theory. 
News & Letters was created so that the 
voices of revolt from below could be heard 
unseparated from the articulation of a 
philosophy of liberation. 

Raya Dunayevskaya (1910-1987), 
founder of the body of ideas of Marxist- 
Humanism, became Chairwoman of the 


National Editorial Board and National 
Chairwoman of the Committees from its 
founding to 1987. Charles Denby (1907- 
83), a Black production worker, author 
of Indignant Heart: A Black Worker's 
Journal, became editor of the paper from 
1955 to 1983. Dunayevskaya' s works, 
Marxism and Freedom, from 1776 until 
Today (1958), Philosophy and Revolu- 
tion: From Hegel to Sartre and from 
Marx to Mao (1973), and Rosa Luxem- 
burg, Women's Liberation, and Marx's 
Philosophy of Revolution (1982) spell out 
the philosophic ground of Marx's Hu- 
manism internationally, as American 
Civilization on Trial concretizes it on the 
American scene and shows the two-way 
road between the U.S. and Africa. 

This body of ideas challenges all 
those desiring freedom to transcend the 
limitations of post-Marx Marxism, be- 
ginning with Engels. In light of the crises 
of our nuclearly armed world, it becomes 
imperative not only to reject what is, but 


to reveal and further develop the revolu- 
tionary Humanist future inherent in the 
present. The new visions of the future 
which Dunayevskaya left us in her work 
from the 1940s to the 1980s are rooted in 
her discovery of Marx's Marxism in its 
original form as a new Humanism and 
in her re-creation of that philosophy for 
our age as Marxist-Humanism. This is 
recorded in the documents on microfilm 
and open to all under the title The Raya 
Dunayevskaya Collection — Marxist-Hu- 
manism: A Half-Century of Its World De- 
velopment. 

Dunayevskaya' s philosophic com- 
prehension of her creation and develop- 
ment of Marxist-Humanism, especially 
as expressed in her 1980s writings, pres- 
ents the vantage point for re-creating 
her ideas anew. Seeking to grasp that 
vantage point for ourselves and make 
it available to all who struggle for free- 
dom, we have published Dunayevskaya' s 
original 1953 philosophic breakthrough 


and her final 1987 Presentation on the 
Dialectics of Organization and Philoso- 
phy in The Philosophic Moment of Marx- 
ist-Humanism (1989), and donated new 
supplementary volumes to the Raya Du- 
nayevskaya Collection. News and Letters 
Committees aims at developing and con- 
cretizing this body of ideas for our time. 

In opposing this capitalistic, racist, 
sexist, heterosexist, class-ridden society, 
we have organized ourselves into a com- 
mittee form of organization rather than 
any elitist party "to lead." We partici- 
pate in all class and freedom struggles, 
nationally and internationally. As our 
Constitution states: "It is our aim... to 
promote the firmest unity among work- 
ers, Blacks and other minorities, women, 
youth and those intellectuals who have 
broken with the ruling bureaucracy of 
both capital and labor." We do not sepa- 
rate mass activities from the activity of 
thinking. Send for a copy of the Constitu- 
tion of News and Letters Committees. 





EDITORIAL 


the war on Gaza! 

Nov. 14, 2012 — Israel's current onslaught against 
the Gaza Palestinians, beginning with the assassina- 
tion of Hamas military chief Ahmed Jabari, are more 
than a response to Hamas' recent round of rocket at- 
tacks. Syrian rebels have begun to take over land 
around the Israeli-occupied Golan Heights, bringing 
revolution to its borders. As with the recent bombing 
of the Yarmouk factory in Sudan, allegedly supplying 
Iranian-built missiles to Hamas, Israel's war moves are 
driven by fear of the Syrian Revolution. 

Israel’s attack must be opposed. "Operation 
Cast Lead" in 2008, Israel's last war in Gaza, killed 
thousands, including hundreds of civilians — many of 
them children. For a government that includes Avigdor 
Lieberman, the advocate of Palestinian genocide, to 
carry on a new war against Palestinians is absolutely 
unacceptable and must be opposed by all people of con- 
science. That government must be overthrown. 
PALESTINIANS ARE A TARGET EVERYWHERE 
At one and the same time, reports out of Syria de- 
scribe the shelling of the Yarmouk Palestinian refugee 
camp in Damascus by Assad's genocidal regime, a re- 
gime that Iran desperately seeks to preserve. 

It has long been clear that in a war between the 
reactionary governments of Israel and Iran, the Pales- 
tinians' very existence will be threatened. The current 
attacks in Gaza and Damascus (and previously Lata- 
kia, Syria) are a direct expression of the counter-revo- 
lutionary essence of these state powers. 

The U.S., France, Turkey and the Gulf States 
backed the creation of a new umbrella group to replace 
the Muslim Brotherhood-dominated Syrian National 
Council (SNC). The SNC had become a marginal player 

continued on p. 8 


WORKSHOPTALKS 


Just who are the 
makers and takers 

by Htun Lin 

The unparalleled billions of dollars spent in the 
2012 elections, in the midst of the Great Recession, 
drowned us in endless ads. Yet Mitt Romney was de- 
feated in no small measure by workers in Ohio and 
elsewhere. Workers saw through the glaring contradic- 
tions in the claims of the Romney campaign that as a 
seasoned capitalist he would rebuild the economy and 
help restore jobs. 

But Romney hadn't seen jobs at GM and Chrysler 
as worth saving, calling President Obama's Auto Res- 
cue Package "excessive government intrusion." The big- 
gest lie, however, is shared by both parties. It is the lie 
that it is capital which creates employment. 

Right after the election, the biggest news item re- 
ported by the New York Times and the Wall Street Jour- 
nal was that, fresh on the heels of Obama's victory, the 
first crisis to greet the newly re-elected president was 
the "looming fiscal cliff." 

THE FIRST CONCERN IS TO SAVE THE BANKS 

The first concern to greet a newly elected President 
Obama in 2009 was the looming collapse of the pri- 
vate financial sector. Obama's Treasury Secretary and 
Chairman of the Federal Reserve Board, both from Wall 
Street, distributed trillions from the TARP (Troubled 
Assets Relief Program) that Bush had signed into law. 

TARP saved Wall Street's hide and the jobs of 

continued on p. 3 
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Obama's re-election doesn't 
end clash of two worlds 


by Franklin Dmitryev 

The two worlds of the rulers and the ruled shone 
through the suffocating blanket of propaganda sur- 
rounding the election in which Barack Obama won a 
second term. A pronounced gender gap and long lines 
at the polls in African-American and Latino areas 
reflected the determination to defeat the reactionary 
Republicans and retain the first Black President. The 
biggest defeats were handed to the Tea Party and the 
Religious Right, notably with votes in four states in 
favor of marriage equality. 

At the same time a number of protests immedi- 
ately made it clear that 
the struggle continues. 

During early voting, 

Floridians in a long line 
chanted, "Let us vote!" 
after doors were closed 
in their faces. Follow- 
ing the election, protest- 
ers in Phoenix chanted, 

"Count our votes!" after 
learning of hundreds of 
thousands of provisional 
and early ballots still 
uncounted, most of them 
cast by people of color. 

Outside Democratic 
Senator Durbin's office 
in Chicago, several peo- 
ple were arrested dur- 
ing a Budget Showdown 
rally (see article page 2), demanding deficit cuts be at 
the expense of Wall Street and the wealthy, not cuts 
in social programs. Sit-ins are opposing the adminis- 
tration's behind-the-scenes preparations to approve 
the Keystone XL tar sands pipeline. And a gathering 
wave of strikes at Walmarts was building momentum 
at press time toward planned nationwide actions on 
Black Friday, the day after Thanksgiving. 

HURRICANE REVEALS TWO WORLDS 

Hurricane Sandy and its aftermath put the two 
worlds in stark relief. Its destruction punctuated the 
last few days of an interminable campaign marked 
by silence from both Obama and Mitt Romney about 
the mounting harm from global warming. Instead, 
each had jockeyed for position as the true champion of 
coal mining, of oil drilling, of fracking for natural gas. 
"We've built enough pipeline to wrap around the entire 
Earth once," bragged Obama. Despite the campaigns' 
silence on climate change, the storm's devastation 
brought the issue to the forefront of many American 
conversations. 


While people of every race and class suffered from 
Hurricane Sandy's blows, in areas like New York City's 
Red Hook, Far Rockaway and Staten Island many of 
the working class and people of color faced serious ne- 
glect from the government in the storms' aftermath. 
Occupy Wall Street activists, 350.org and others de- 
cided that they could not wait for the state to act. They 
created Occupy Sandy Recovery to help people on the 
ground, declaring, "We are creating autonomous zones 
for community and solidarity, not camps for managing 
the lives of powerless victims." In some areas this was 
the only help available for a week or more. 

It was not only in the storm-ravaged areas that 

voters faced chaos at 
the polls. Especially in 
predominantly African- 
American and Latino 
areas of swing states, 
voters faced long lines, 
incorrect or mislead- 
ing instructions, last- 
minute changes, and 
privately funded at- 
tempts to intimidate 
them. In Florida, some 
had to wait seven hours 
to vote, and Tea Party 
activists blocked vol- 
unteers from hand- 
ing out water to voters 
standing in the sun. 
Republican-controlled 
state governments had passed a blizzard of measures 
trying to prevent people of color and students from 
voting, such as photo ID requirements, restrictions on 
registrations, and cutbacks in voting hours. Many laws 
were blocked by courts, but some election officials and 
volunteers still tried to enforce them. Blacks in Ohio 
and Latinos in Arizona were disproportionately forced 
to cast provisional ballots that may never be counted. 

But the long lines were a sign that these attempts 
backfired, hardening the resolve of communities with 
a history of resisting discrimination. The racism per- 
vading the campaign was already obvious enough. In 
the end, close to 750,000 more Latinos voted for Obama 
than in 2008, and Black turnout, while down national- 
ly, rose substantially in the battleground states of Ohio, 
Michigan, Wisconsin, Florida and North Carolina. 
WOMEN FIGHT BACK 

Ayn Rand booster Paul Ryan and the Republi- 
can platform share the basic views on rape, abortion, 
birth control and women's role held by Senate candi- 
dates Todd Akin in Missouri and Richard Mourdock in 

continued on p. 10 
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From the Foreword: 

The Arab Spring can become a real 
turning point in human history. Against 
the backdrop of a state-capitalist world 
in a deep and intractable crisis, the 
vision of self-determination, courage, 
dignity and creativity can raise itself into 
an absolute opposition to the degraded 
reality of endless cutbacks, austerity, and 
accompanying bigotry that is all capital- 
ism is offering humanity.... 

In publishing this collection of Raya 
Dunayevskaya' s writings on the Middle 
East and revolution in permanence, we 
hope to be part of the worldwide dia- 
logue that will move the revolution, and 
humanity, beyond the inhuman system 
of capitalism with its eternal threats of 
war and deprivation, its racism, sexism 
and heterosexism. These horrors must 
end. In no respect are we willing to be 
passive spectators at yet another wrong 
turning of history. 
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WOMAN & REASON 


The Left and Malala 


by Terry Moon 

Meredith Tax, a women's liberationist and political 
activist since the late 1960s, author of The Rising of the 
Women: Feminist Solidarity and Class Conflict, 1880- 
1917, and now U.S. Director of the Centre for Secular 
Space, a think tank formed to oppose fundamentalism 
and promote universality in human rights, has recently 
written an important and controversial blog post, "Code 
Pink, the Taliban and Malala Yousafzai" (http://www. 
opendemocracy.net/5050/meredith-tax/code-pink-tal- 
iban-and-malala-yousafzai) . 

In her post she takes up the delegation of Code 
Pink, a U.S. peace group that purports to be feminist, 
to Pakistan, where they marched with former cricket 
champion turned politician Imran Khan to the borders 
of South Waziristan, a Taliban stronghold. There they 
protested U.S. drone strikes that have killed hundreds 
of innocent civilians, including children, and apolo- 
gized for the strikes. However, they had not a word to 
say about the many hundreds killed in Pakistan by the 
Taliban, or those killed in Mumbai, India, by Lashkar- 
e-Taiba, part of a coalition of terrorist groups supported 
by their host and guide, Imran Khan. 

ONE-SIDED SOLIDARITY 

What Code Pink didn't see coming, as Meredith Tax 
reports, is that while they were in Pakistan, "in near- 
by Swat, another Pakistani child, 14-year-old Malala 
Yousafzai, was gunned down by the Pakistani Taliban 
because she was an advocate of education for girls." 

Tax continues, "No turn of events could more 
forcefully illustrate the idiocy of the U.S. peace 
movement's one-sided approach to solidarity." 

The outcry against the shooting of Malala was so 
fierce and so passionate that, as Tax points out, "even 
Imran Khan had to condemn it, though it took him 
ten hours to do so and he didn't mention the Taliban." 
As for Code Pink: "Code Pink's Washington office also 
did a hasty press release Oct. 10 saying they prayed 
for Malala's recovery and offering $1,000 to her school, 
while making 'a connection between drone attacks and 
growing extremism in Pakistan' — as if there were no 
Taliban before there were drones." 

Tax's post let the voices of women in the region 
speak eloquently for themselves. What they said, loud 
and clear, was that they opposed both U.S. imperial- 
ism's drones and — as Afiya Zia, a feminist researcher 
and activist based in Karachi, Pakistan, said — we "'si- 
multaneously oppose the masculinist misogyny and 
non-democratic rule and violence employed by local 
authoritarian forces including the army, tribal rulers, 
landed political rulers, the ulama/clergy or indeed, any 
patriarchal forces.'" 

Scathingly, Tax conjectures that, "Perhaps the U.S. 
antiwar movement is so small because of its failure to 
develop a politics that is critical of both U.S. imperial- 
ism and fundamentalist movements like the Taliban." 
THE TRAP OF ONLY BEING AGAINST 

There were plenty of angry responses to Tax's 
post, but what those who responded could not do — in- 
cluding those from Code Pink and the other so-called 
peace delegates — was to bring themselves to actually 
condemn the Taliban as they did the U.S. Oh, well, yes, 
now that Tax brings it up, and now that they did gun 
down a 14-year-old school girl who got all that press, 
they grudgingly condemn the Taliban too. Many used 
the argument that, since they were Americans, only 
the U.S. deserved their condemnation. With that logic, 
Pakistanis could only condemn the Taliban and leave 

Abortion rights action 

Chicago — On Oct. 20 dozens of determined women 
and some men demonstrated against the war on wom- 
en, this time spearheaded by the Catholic hierarchy 
in cahoots with crazy anti-abortion, anti-birth control 
fanatics. This was the same bunch who came out on 
June 8 (see "Fighting the war against women," July- 
Aug. 2012 N&L) to try to claim that requiring employ- 
ers to include paying for contraception in the insurance 
they provide for their workers is an attack on freedom 
of religion. 

What was heartening was that, though our group 
remained about the same size, the war on women crowd 
was only about a fourth as big as they had been before. 
This time we had a bullhorn, which we all enjoyed im- 
mensely as it was both visibly irritating to those op- 
posing a woman's right to control her own body, and a 
great way to get our message across. 

I had a long talk with an older woman active in the 
Grey Panthers who was so happy to see us there that 
she joined the demonstration — and she wasn't the only 
one. That so many women and men are happy to see us 
protesting and join in is only one measure of how fed 
up people are with the attack on women's bodies that 
became so blatant in this election year. 

One sign spoke loudly to me: "When abortion is il- 
legal, women die." That is certainly the motivation for 
many of us standing there, that and a determination to 
control our own bodies, lives, and destinies. 

— Women's Liberationist 


condemning the U.S. to others. 

Tax's polemic is well taken. This is the same Left 
who is incapable of condemning both U.S. imperialism 
and Bashar al-Assad's slaughter of thousands of civil- 
ians. As Raya Dunayevskaya says in her essay on page 
four in this issue: "It is at this point that the move- 
ments opposing war show their own negative character. 
The falling into a trap is inevitable when one does not 
view positively what they are fighting for, instead of 
only what they are fighting against." 

The fact that the U.S. is such a huge and deadly 
imperialist power blinds much of the Left to the fact 
that there are two worlds in every country and we actu- 
ally can and should, at one and the same time, condemn 
U.S. imperialism and support indigenous struggles in- 
cluding — or especially — those of women, minorities and 
LGBT people. Because that's what it comes down to, 
not only that you condemn both the U.S. and the Tal- 
iban, but why. It is because you are grounded in a phi- 
losophy of liberation that you know enough to support 
those struggling for freedom and a new human society, 
even when their enemy isn't exclusively the U.S. 


Slutwalk participants showing off their signs at the demonstration on 
Sept. 1 6. Signs read: "The only time that my body 'shuts that thing down 1 
is when I go through menopause"; "My body is a flower, not to be ex- 
ploited"; and "Girls just wanna have funDAMENTAL HUMAN RIGHTS!" 

Rape and the disabled 

On Oct. 3 the Connecticut State Supreme Court 
made the inhuman and sexist decision to overturn the 
sexual assault conviction of a man who "had sex" with a 
woman who has severe cerebral palsy, with the intellec- 
tual functional equivalent to a three-year-old and who 
cannot verbally communicate. The Court held that, be- 
cause Connecticut statutes define physical incapacity 
for the purpose of sexual assault as "unconscious or for 
any other reason... physically unable to communicate 
unwillingness to an act," the rapist could not be con- 
victed if there was any chance that the woman could 
have communicated her lack of consent. 

According to the ruling, since the victim was 
capable of "biting, kicking, scratching, screech- 
ing, groaning or gesturing, " the court ruled that 
she could have communicated her lack of consent 
despite her serious mental deficiencies. 

This outrageous ruling also states that "we, like 
the Appellate Court, are not persuaded that the state 
produced any credible evidence that the victim was ei- 
ther unconscious or so uncommunicative that she was 
physically incapable of manifesting to the defendant 
her lack of consent to sexual intercourse at the time of 
the alleged sexual assault." 

Lack of physical resistance is not evidence of con- 
sent as many victims make the good judgment that 
physical resistance would cause the attacker to become 
more violent. How can someone with the intellectual 
equivalent of a three-year-old know that she had to kick 
or bite to show lack of consent? According to the Rape, 
Abuse and Incest National Network, lack of consent is 
implicit "if you were under the statutory age of consent, 
or if you had a mental defect." 

Anna Doroghazi, director of public policy and com- 
munication at Connecticut Sexual Assault Crisis Ser- 
vices, worried that the Court's interpretation of the law 
ignored these concerns. 

"By implying that the victim in this case 
should have bitten or kicked her assailant, this 
ruling effectively holds people with disabilities to 
a higher standard than the rest of the population 
when it comes to proving lack of consent in sexu- 
al assault cases. Failure to bite an assailant is not 
the same thing as consenting to sexual activity." 

Beyond all the legal jargon is the human side. 
Women with disabilities have more than twice the rate 
of rape and/or sexual assault than women without a 
disability. They are considered easy targets. It is uncon- 
scionable that the courts would make the distinction 
of saying that this victim could have somehow commu- 
nicated her lack of consent. A decision like this is sick 
and dangerous, and encourages those who would take 
advantage of someone who is disabled. — Suzanne Rose 



Slutwalk in Chicago 


Chalking a felony? 

Chicago — On Nov. 9 we held a "Budget Showdown" 
protest at the Federal Building. We were protesting the 
threatened budget cuts to Medicaid and Medicare, ral- 
lying around the Robin Hood tax that would fall mainly 
on the rich, and demanding that people get the servic- 
es they need. We came from Occupy Chicago, IIRON, 
SOUL, Northside POWER, the Lakeview Action Coali- 
tion, the Jane Addams Senior Caucus, and National 
Nurses United. 

Some people held a sit-in inside the building and 
were arrested. I was with people rallying on the outside 
who were not trying to get arrested. I came to show sup- 
port. I was in an area where some people were chalk- 
ing. The chalk messages were not threatening, but were 
G-rated messages like, "The people united will never be 
defeated." 

Police walked up behind me, pinned my arms 
and carted me off. They charged me with a felo- 
ny, destruction of public property. I was held in 
the precinct for six hours. It would not have been 
so bad, but my kids were waiting on me. The po- 
lice confiscated my phone, so I couldn't call to let 
them know where I was for two or three hours. 

The jail support from Occupy Chicago was amaz- 
ing. There were people waiting for me when I was re- 
leased. I was given a court date of Dec. 17, 2:30 PM, at 
2452 W. Belmont. This felony charge is utterly ridicu- 
lous. Earlier, another Occupy activist was cited with 
two felony charges, including assaulting a police officer 
because, according to the cop, "You damaged my hear- 
ing with your yelling." After months, that was finally 
dismissed, so I'm pretty sure this will be dismissed too. 

The Occupy Movement has shown a lot of support. 
I'm really happy about that. Still, on the day before, a 
15-year-old kid named Dakota Bright was shot in the 
head by a cop on the South Side. As a political prisoner 
I got all this support, but I'd like to see the same kind of 
support go to Dakota's family. 

I fear one day they will be shooting protest- 
ers in the head. There's been an escalation in 
the last year of police aggression toward protest- 
ers. We're seeing protesters arrested for nothing. 
That's been happening in Black and Brown com- 
munities for decades. 

The Chicago Police Department is out of hand, 
and we need to turn our attention to it. So much at- 
tention was paid to me, but not to this 15-year-old who 
got shot in the back of the head by an officer. No atten- 
tion is being paid when they opened fire on a car with 
a two-year-old in it — his dad allegedly kidnapped him 
and cops fired into the vehicle that both were in. That 
is highly reckless. More attention needs to be paid to 
these stories. — Marissa Brown 



by Artemis 

In May the first feminist radio show in Lebanon, 
"Sharika wa Laken," premiered on a top radio station, 
reaching 70% of the population. NGO representatives, 
journalists, lawyers, legislators, activists, citizens and 
public figures discuss topics affecting women such as 
the demand for citizenship to foreign husbands and 
children of Lebanese women, guaranteeing women's 
rights, economic empowerment and labor rights, social 
security, higher education, voting, and, importantly, 

sexual harassment and violence against women. 

* * * 

In October hundreds in Tunisia protested the treat- 
ment of a woman raped by a police officer, then charged 
with public indecency when she filed a complaint. Only 
after she filed her complaint did police claim they found 
her in her car in an "immoral position" with her fiance. 
Women's groups and others are calling for an investiga- 
tion of the Tunisian government and judiciary. 

* * * 

Shulamith Firestone, who wrote The Dialectic of 
Sex and helped organize Women's Liberation groups 
such as Redstockings and New York Radical Feminists 
in the 1960s, died in August. Now, feminist activists are 
petitioning the landlord of her New York East Village 
apartment to create a "Shulamith Firestone Memo- 
rial Apartment." The rent would remain below market 
rates, and would be reserved for a woman making an 

important contribution to feminism. 

* * * 

Middle Eastern women created the facebook group 
"The Uprising of Women in the Arab World" where peo- 
ple post photos of themselves with signs saying why they 
support this uprising. Facebook repeatedly disabled 
administrators and threatened to shut down their ac- 
counts for sharing a photo of Dana Bakdounes holding 
a sign stating, "I am with the uprising of women in the 
Arab world because for 20 years I wasn't allowed to feel 
the wind in my hair and on my body." Facebook claimed 
they removed the post because of offensive speech in 
the comments section, but the photo had been reported 
for "nudity" and for being "insulting," although Dana is 
completely clothed and mostly covered by her sign. 





NOVEMBER-DECEMBER 2012 


NEWS & LETTERS - www.newsandletters.org 


Page 3 


Chicago teachers strike for real reform 


New York City — Educators around the country 
cheered the gains achieved by the Chicago Teachers 
Union (CTU) strike this fall, but also echoed the sen- 
timent expressed on one picket sign, "Our strike is 
over — our fight is just beginning." How do we retain, 
replicate, and build on the 
achievements of this strike? 

The strike represented 
a mass assertion by union- 
ized teachers that they 
can create "The Schools 
Our Children Deserve," a 
document which called the 
present Chicago system 
"educational apartheid." In 
contrast, the so-called "re- 
form agenda" led by Educa- 
tion Secretary Arne Duncan 
is the agenda of 21st centu- 
ry capitalism, in which stu- 
dents, schools and teachers 
are all commodities in an 
ever more alienated system. 

Despite resistance 
to change within large 
teachers' unions like the 
NEA and AFT, movements from within like CORE 
(Caucus of Rank and File Educators) are seeking 
to organize for changes that will benefit students 
and school communities. Ideas, principles and vi- 
sions of education guided CORE'S organizing for 
two years prior to the strike in Chicago. 

Norine Gutekanst, a CTU organizer writing in La- 
bor Notes, said that the union "developed a deep new 
layer of member leaders and won broad public sup- 
port... we made it clear that our union was... part of 
a broad coalition." Calling the Chicago Public School 


WORKSHOPTALKS 


continued from p. 1 

investment bankers, not the American workers. Now 
that corporate dollars are called free speech, Wall 
Street used our very own surplus labor on their candi- 
date from Bain Capital to get him to the Oval Office, to 
allow the corporate welfare recipients on Wall Street to 
repeat their financial malfeasance. 

Then as now, the first order of the day was to save 
the banks. Then as now, the big lie is repeated that 
capital creates jobs. Save the banks first. Workers will 
follow. Another fiscal cliff looms. But we workers had 
already been pushed over the cliff a long time ago. 
UNION PUSHES COMPANY PLAN 

The Service Employees (SEIU) and its Super-PAC 
may have helped the Obama campaign counter Repub- 
lican Super-PAC s. But it is no small irony that in my 
shop and other medical facilities, our own union, the 
SEIU, is concretely implementing management's pro- 
gram in preparation for 2014, the year Obamacare is to 
be fully launched. 

The CEO of our HMO participated behind closed 
doors in drafting Obamacare legislation. They now an- 
ticipate tens of millions of new HMO customers who 
will have to sign up or pay a tax. A brand new 350-bed 
state-of-the-art hospital is scheduled to open, as well as 
clinics and medical offices. 

Meanwhile, in preparation for the new facilities 
opening, the work force is being trimmed. Many front- 
line healthcare workers report extreme exhaustion 
from speedup. Some departments are working at only 
50% staffing levels. Many of these workers say the un- 
precedented speedup by computerized automation is 
impacting patient care, and they have reported safety 
violations to the State Department of Health. 
WHOLESALE SHUTDOWNS 

Management has responded by closing "problem 
areas," shutting down whole wings of the hospital 
which have experienced repeated citations and inspec- 
tions from regulators. Workers are then forced to sign 
up for new positions elsewhere in order to continue 
working. Many are uncertain what the future holds for 
them, because looming layoffs will be conducted with 
SEIU's Labor-Management Partnership president in 
secret negotiations. 

Workers are saying the facility closings are retali- 
ation for speaking out. We are being pushed over a cliff 
because we are not "just glad to have a job." This is the 
real concrete crisis we are facing. 

The truth is we workers create capital's wealth, not 
the other way around. Company management will spend 
billions of dollars of what we have created investing in 
new facilities. Yet, in order to do that, they say they 
have to recover that money by trimming the labor force. 

For rank-and-file workers, that crisis is continuous- 
ly present and real. Nothing will change for us concrete- 
ly unless and until we defeat the forces of abstract labor 
and its idea of value production with our concrete labor. 
The only way to do that is to begin by reclaiming not 
only our labor-power but the very meaning of our labor. 


system "educational apartheid... helped show that the 
union was on the side of Black and Latino children..." 

Mark Torres, a New York public school 
teacher and leader of People Power Movement/ 
Movimiento Poder Popular, described, "A long 

history of progressive 
and radical educators 
organizing under the 
motto 'Our working 
conditions are students' 
learning conditions'" 
(from a Sept. 24 posting on 
pubedco.com, an email list 
of the Coalition for Public 
Education in New York). 

Formal evaluation of 
teachers' performance is 
here to stay. But mean- 
ingful evaluation will only 
emerge from meaning- 
ful principles. Who better 
than teachers, with input 
from administrators and 
communities, to answer 
questions like, "What do 
good teachers need to be- 
come better? How can the teaching profession establish 
and maintain standards?" 

Emerging from this strike is a recognition that a 
complete revolution, overthrowing capitalism and cre- 
ating a human society, would be needed to allow truly 
human education to flourish. One contributor to the 
discussion on pubedco.com on Sept. 24 suggested: "Ul- 
timately, reforming public education must be part of — 
not a substitute for — a broader movement for economic 
justice." 

Every one of us is either a parent, a teacher or part 
of a school community. All our voices and thoughts are 
needed to advance the struggle. — Susan Van Gelder 

Union recognized 
at Hot and Crusty 

New York City — After 55 days of a nonstop picket line 
in front of a shuttered Hot and Crusty Bakery on Man- 
hattan's posh Upper East Side, the new company man- 
agement agreed to workers' demands for recognition of 
their own independent union and a new contract. Hot 
and Crusty workers were locked out of their restaurant/ 
bakery by the former management under the guise of 
"renovations" and checking the employees' legal right to 

work in the U.S. 

Workers told News & 
Letters of abuses that mo- 
tivated them to organize. 
Managers subjected work- 
ers to verbal abuse and 
women workers to sexual 
abuse. Workers were forced 
to work overtime and were 
cheated of their pay. 

The workers contended 
that the lockout was the 
result of their efforts to or- 
ganize a union. They set up 
a picket line, and appealed 
to the public for support. 
They received it from local 
university students, com- 
munity residents, and other 
unions and workers. At the 
same time, the company 
received an official letter 
from the National Labor 
Relations Board concerning 
their illegal actions against 
the workers. 

The workers fought on. Articles appeared in the 
press concerning this battle. An Oct. 18 rally brought 
attention to the struggle. Finally, they won. As one 
worker told me, they are very happy with their victory. 

When asked if they had a message for readers of 
this newspaper, a spokesperson for the workers said, 
"We have to organize. We cannot have fear of the bosses. 
St se puede." — Michael Gilbert 
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Robots get promoted 

Detroit — More sophisticated, inexpensive and safer 
robots are on the immediate horizon. They can be used 
alongside workers to produce virtually any manufac- 
tured product requiring repetitive motions and are 
available from a firm in Boston called Rethink Robotics. 

One problem with existing manufacturing robots is 
that their speed and power require protective measures 
to keep them from harming humans, as can be seen 
on any automated production line. The Boston robot, 
called Baxter, does not move as fast and is equipped 
with sensors that will slow it when it encounters a hu- 
man, and a red button that will stop it when pressed. 

Baxter comes with a price tag of only $22,000 each 
compared with the huge amounts of capital previously 
required for robotic production. This puts Baxter in a 
price range available to manufacturers from the very 
big to the very small. It takes time and money to train 
a new employee to do a task, but with Baxter, a human 
moves the robot arms once, and it is fully trained. 

Another advantage of Baxter to the capitalist is the 
cost per hour of production, which is estimated to be $4. 
While this is not as low as the hourly wages of 50 cents 
or a dollar paid in some countries, it is very attractive 
to employers in the U.S. paying union wages, or even 
the minimum wage of $7.25 an hour. 

This means that hots will swell the ranks of the un- 
employed by replacing millions of workers, exacerbat- 
ing the crises faced by workers throughout the U.S. and 
the world. It is very clear that the advances in technol- 
ogy have outstripped the ability of capitalism to absorb 
without creating insoluble social problems. 

Since the advent of automated production, begin- 
ning with the continuous mining machine in 1949 that 
turned Appalachia into a chronically depressed area, 
technology has wreaked havoc in virtually every area 
of human life. 

We still haven't heard much from the robonaut 
in the space station circling the earth. This robot was 
purported to have many advanced features developed 
jointly by General Motors and NASA and was sent to 
the space station to test its capabilities. While we don't 
yet know what was discovered, a sure thing is that any 
feature that will aid the productive ability and capacity 
of GM, regardless of the effect on the auto workers, will 
be put into practice in GM's auto plants. As one GM 
auto worker noted, "If it's good for GM, you can be sure 
it's not good for us." — Andy Phillips 

Car wash unionizing 

New York City — Workers at Astoria Car Wash & Hi- 
Tek 10 Minute Lube voted 21 to 5 in September to join 
the Retail, Wholesale and Department Store Union. 
This is the first victory in a six-month campaign to 
unionize 5,000 low- wage car wash workers at the 200 
car washes in New York City. 

In an October election at Webster Car Wash in 
Fleetwood in the Bronx, the workers voted 23 to 5 to 
become the second such business in the city to unionize, 
citing low wages and harsh job conditions. The union 
votes follow protests and rallies to improve industry 
conditions by New York Communities for Change and 
Make the Road New York. 

"The bosses will respect us better now, and see us 
as people," said worker Francisco Lopez. Lopez, a Sal- 
vadoran immigrant who has been working at Webster 
Car Wash for a year, said he makes $6 an hour and 
doesn't always earn enough in tips to take home the 
$7.25 an hour minimum wage. 

The vote comes as state Attorney General Eric 
Schneiderman is investigating the Webster Avenue 
shop — one of ten owned by city car wash kingpin John 
Lage that are being looked at for potential wage-and- 
hour violations. — Supporter 

Workers disappear 

Los Angeles — The parking attendant where I bank 
suddenly disappeared. She had worked for many years 
in a little makeshift office with a chair and a window, 
and always greeted the customers and wished them 
well. One day the new young guy who replaced her was 
standing by a post with a machine into which he would 
insert our parking ticket to open the gate to let custom- 
ers out. "Where is your office?" I asked. "This is it, this 
is the new office," he said, pointing to the post with the 
machine on it. 

Many workers just like these parking attendants 
are getting the short end of this system. Both Romney 
and Obama promised glossy tax cuts for the working 
people, especially the middle class, without mention- 
ing that the minimum wage has not moved a bit for at 
least a decade and that many salaries are frozen. Both 
capitalist parties had nothing to say about workers, but 
a lot to say about investments in new technology and 
bringing factories back to the U.S. 

How does it help the economy to open the doors 
of factories to workers paid so poorly they do not have 
enough money to live? Romney made a lot of stupid re- 
marks about working people, and Obama gave us a lot 
of empty promises. If the workers don't have the money 
to spend, you will perish, Mr. Capitalist! — Manel 



On Sept. 10, the first day of the teachers' strike, teachers and supporters, 
including many students, parents and workers from other unions, held a 
mass march and rally that shut down part of downtown Chicago. 
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FROM THE WRITINGS OF 

RAYADUNAYEVSKAYA 


The Cuban Missile Crisis and its test 
of movements' negative character 


Editor s note: On the 50th anniversary of the 
Cuban Missile Crisis, we present Raya Dunayevs- 
kaya 's analysis of how it tested not only the rulers ' 
rash folly but the anti-war movement's short-mind- 
edness — a lesson still urgent today. She wrote this 
piece as a Political Letter on Oct. 25, 1962, titled 
"Marxist -Humanism vs. the U.S. Blockade of Cuba, 
the Russian Missile Bases There, Fidel Castro's 'Se- 
lective' Party, All Playing with Nuclear Holocaust." 
It can be found in the Raya Dunayevskaya Collection, 
#3082-87. All footnotes were added by the editors. 


Dear Friends: 

My preliminary (Oct. 23) statement on the newly 
created brink-of-war situation as a result of President 
John F. Kennedy's blockade of Cuba, Nikita Khrush- 
chev's missile bases there, and the impotence of the 
UN the minute the two nuclear titans decide to un- 
leash a war holocaust, correctly stressed the following: 

"In opposing war, we make it clear that we are op- 
posed to both nuclear giants: Russia 1 and the U.S. Un- 
der no circumstances do we get ourselves maneuvered 
into a position where we, for a single moment, sound 
so much against either one of them that we appear to 
be for the other. Above all we oppose war not only 
as ’againsters’ but primarily because we are for 
a totally new society, on new, on human begin- 
nings, free from exploitation and discrimination, 
where the population to a man has the destiny 
in his own hands, beginning with the workers at 
the point of production." 

Here I wish to develop this position on two levels: 
(1) the objective situation and nearness of war; and (2) 
ramifications of this crisis for our existence both as an 
organization and as a body of ideas, both on the ques- 
tion of continuous activity and writings, beginning 
with the next issue of the paper. 

I. Before the Blockade 

A good deal of illumination on both these factors 
can be gained if we take it out of the present moment of 
crisis and see that which was inherent in it the day be- 
fore. It happens that, on the basis of the Resident Edi- 
torial Board discussion on Cuba on Oct. 8, Inez gave a 
report to the Detroit local on Oct. 19, in which she said: 
"What is new in Cuba today is that Russia is there, 
not in spirit but in guns, tanks, missiles with nuclear 
warheads facing the U.S." This was before Kennedy's 
"discovery," timed to election politics. Then Inez con- 
tinued: "What is a year old, but has been new for the 
American movement ever since the fiasco of the U.S.- 
sponsored invasion of Cuba, is that our basic rights 
and freedoms have been jeopardized, and these will 
become more circumscribed. In opposing any invasion 
or war against the Cuban people, we cannot, however, 
let Khrushchev get away with playing 'the champion of 
peace' just because he defends Castro, who has taken 
away the rights and freedoms of the Cuban people as 
Khrushchev has of the Russian people and Kennedy 
of the American people. All three 
are ready to shed blood to preserve 
their power." 

At that same meeting — and it 
is necessary to keep in mind that 
this was held four days before the 
announcement of the blockade of 
Cuba — I stressed that what was 
wrong with people who pretend 
that Russia is not in Cuba is that 
they thereby cover up the fact that Russia is the great- 
est exporter of counter- revolution. It is easy to see coun- 
ter-revolution when it is as direct as it is in the outright 
squashing of a revolution, as the Russian destruction of 
the Hungarian Revolution. It is not easy to see counter- 
revolution when it is a question of planned exploitation 
of the proletarian in his daily life. Yet these Russian 
"technicians" have been sent there, among other rea- 
sons, in order to compel the Cuban working people, who 
are resisting anti-labor laws, fighting the diversion of 
the Cuban Revolution from its announced humanism 
to state-capitalist channels, to compel them to produce 
more and more for less and less, and at the same time 
leave their political destiny to "the party and its leader." 

Finally, those who can't get away from the spuri- 
ous ground for argument established by Communists 
for the special benefit of the liberals, to the effect that 
if the U.S. has a "right" to bases in Europe, Russia 
has a "right" to one in Cuba, fail to see that the Rus- 
sian arms imported into Cuba are not one-tenth of the 
threat to the U.S. that they are to the Cuban peo- 
ple. Small Cuba, even when armed by Russia, is no 
match for U.S. might, but it is a power against the un- 
armed revolutionary underground, and it is for this 
purpose precisely that they are intended. 


Soviet Missile Installations 
In Cuba 
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1. Dunayevskaya refused to call the state-capitalist Russian 
empire “USSR” (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics), be- 
cause it was neither socialist nor run by actual soviets, and 
was dominated by Russia. 


II. The Blockade and the Movements Opposed to It 

Out of the clear blue, a few short days after he him- 
self argued against Republican opponents who urged 
a blockade, J.F. Kennedy made the shocking, unilat- 
eral, warlike pronouncement of blockade. Outside of 
Khrushchev's break-up of the summit as a result of the 
U-2 plane spy incident, 2 when the two nuclear giants 
were pitted against each other with no intermediaries, 
the people of the world were never closer to the brink 
of nuclear holocaust. The present confrontation is not 
limited to verbal threats and busted summits. It is now 
clear beyond peradventure of doubt that both Kennedy 
and Khrushchev are mad enough to plunge the world 
into thermonuclear war. If a summit meeting should re- 
sult and stave off the day, it clearly will be only a delay- 
ing action. It is likewise clear that Cuba has become the 
possible locale of the outburst, as Berlin has been and re- 
mains to this day another focal point, but that what is 
involved is the United States-Russian competition 
for domination of the world. 

It is at this point that the 
movements opposing war show 
their own negative character. 

The falling into a trap is in- 
evitable when one does not view 
positively what they are fighting 
for, instead of only what they are 
fighting against. Thus though 
the Campaign for Nuclear Disar- 
mament (and Committee of 100) 
are supposed to be for banning the 
bomb, they had not a word to say 
against its spread to yet another 
country, in this case Cuba. Obvi- 
ously, the Trotskyites, along with 
the Communists, are not the only 
ones who think of "good" bombs 
(Russian) and "bad" bombs 
(American). The professional nu- 
clear disarmament people have 
now discovered that, in Cuban 
hands (or at least on Cuban soil 

for these are not really in Cuban, 

but in Russian, hands), the bomb inspires them to the 
following slogan, "Viva Fidel, Kennedy to Hell." 

OK, let's take up Fidel. Even without a bomb, he 
has moved so far away from the revolution he led that it 
is hard to see what he is making of Cuba other than a 
satellite of Russia, and I don't mean it only as a storer of 
missile bases, but as an outpost of single-party state-cap- 
italism. In the misnamed speech, "Marxism-Leninism," 
delivered on Dec. 2, 1961 — nearly a year ago, that is — 
Fidel expounded his conception of why an "integrated 
revolutionary organization," that is to say, a single party 
in which the Communists and what was left of the July 
26th Movement 3 merged. From urging his comrades "to 
overcome (their) scorn for military academies" through 
his love of The Plan ("I always had a plan") as against the 
"anarchism" represented by opposition to him ("I am not 
going to ask what Manolo Fernandez 4 represented, be- 
cause I believe he represented trash; 
he was a 'mad anarchist'") to his glo- 
rification of Khrushchev ("one has 
only to read Khrushchev's report to 
the 22nd Congress.... The building 
of socialism follows a well-beaten 
path by now"), this petty-bourgeois 
idiot sees the truly independent 
third road — against both U.S. and 
Russia and for a new humanist so- 
ciety — as an incursion of the "strict 
standard of selection" which must characterize "a party 
of leadership." Now if only the workers will continue to 
work, only harder, and agree that "The Ideal System of 
Government Is the Party System," he can continue to 
lead "collectively" — a la Khrushchev in Russia. 

Anyone can — though it must be admitted that Fi- 
del doesn't do it very well — repeat generalizations of 
Marxism on the role of the working class. The proof, 
the only proof, that it is a way of life, not a mere weapon 
of propaganda, is its realization in life. No such thing is 
true in Fidel's Cuba, where not a single organ — from 
the trades unions to the peasant unions, from the state 
to the party — is any longer controlled by the working 
people. Nevertheless, because so many in the nuclear 
disarmament movement have been forged as "again- 
sters" rather than as proponents of a totally new so- 
ciety, the Communists can set so fatal a trap for them 
that they forget what their very reason for existence 
is — opposition to nuclear armament — and shout "Viva 
Fidel." 

On this life-and-death question, at this life-and-death 
moment, we can under no circumstances allow ourselves to be 

2. On May 1, 1960, a U.S. U-2 spy plane piloted by Francis 
Gary Powers was shot down over Russian air space, causing 
the breakup of a U.S. -Russia summit on disarmament. 

3. The July 26th Movement was a revolutionary group orga- 
nized to overthrow Cuban dictator Fulgencio Batista. Fidel 
Castro came to be its leader. 

4. Manolo Fernandez was a Cuban labor union leader who was 

ousted by the government shortly after Castro took power. 



Women protest the Cuban Missile Crisis at the UN, 1962. 



swallowed up by this curious movement. If nothing else can 
be left unsullied, let's at least make sure that our Marxist-Hu- 
manist ideas remain the beacon for future generations as they 
are for ours. Therefore we must unfurl our banner, and 
proceed with our opposition to both poles of world capi- 
tal, putting in their rightly subordinate place those who 
"follow the leader," be that Khrushchev or Kennedy. 

III. The Testing Point 

At the same time, we cannot minimize the totality 
of the crisis by considering that, Kennedy having finally 
exposed himself as no different from the Republicans 
who had urged blockade before and now urge invasion, 
things will be in any way easier for the building of a 
Marxist-Humanist movement. It is not only the Birch- 
ers 5 that will take upon themselves the role of extra 
"enforcers." The hysteria created by the administra- 
tion is much more ominous than that created by a Sen. 
Joseph McCarthy who had no such power as Kennedy. 
Whenever a political position was proven wrong, there 
were those among the Marxists 
who tried to misuse a Marxist 
statement about the whip of the 
counter-revolution helping the 
revolutionary development. Its 
ultimate tragedy was Stalin's idi- 
otic statement, "After Hitler, us." 
First, the statement about the 
whip of the counter-revolution re- 
ferred to it urging the revolution 
on when it is already in pro- 
cess but has not yet reached 
full fruition, as, say, between 
February and before October 
1917, when the Kornilov episode 
exposed Kerensky 6 and allowed 
the full development of the Rus- 
sian Revolution. In a non-revo- 
lutionary period, the problems 
confronting Marxist-Humanism 
are made harder, not lessened, 
by the blockade, for the man who 
has the means to start a nuclear 

holocaust does not forget for a 

moment his power to press down upon the opposition to 
his war-provoking policy. 

Take even the minor question of Kennedy's timing 
his announcement of nuclear bases in Cuba to when it 
would be most useful to the Democrats running for elec- 
tion. Two percent one way or the other may win him the 
election of a Governor or a Congressman. Once won — or 
lost — however, he has to be concerned not with a 2% 
margin but with the fact that over 60% of the American 
people are opposed to invasion of Cuba. As the capitalist 
ruler he is, he then turns the power against his own 
people. Everyone who is not for his suicidal policy be- 
comes "the enemy." 

Of course, we increase our activity, not lessen it. 
Of course, we know the universal opposition to war and 
can build on that. Of course, we build our organization 
along with developing our ideas comprehensively, but 
we can do so only by being fully conscious of all the ob- 
stacles in the way. This is why the preliminary state- 
ment emphasized that: 

"We have no power other than those of ideas, even 
as the working people have no arms other than those 
of their labor power. Therefore it would be folly to act 
as if by opposition we mean the kind of arms that 
only the bourgeoisie has. They — both Kennedy and 
Khrushchev — have arms and ships and missiles and 
prisons and jet bombers. They can afford to play games 
as to who is the 'aggressor' and 'deceiver' and who is the 
violated and deceived while they jockey for best position 
to attack. We refuse to get into any such arguments.... 
Our position must be as unique as it is, not either 'pop- 
ular frontist' or pretense to power."... 

Everything we now do — whether that be a front- 
pager, a pamphlet, an educational, activity in a strike 
or picket line — must bear the positive stamp of Marxist- 
Humanism and the totally new foundations for a truly 
human society. Johnny put it succinctly enough when 
he said that we must learn to express our ideas clearly 
"in 25 words or less, " that is to say, with full conscious- 
ness that our time is not unlimited. 

While we are under no illusion that times of such 
heightened crises are propitious for building a mass or- 
ganization, we are sure that the new sense of urgency 
is just the impulse needed to intensify our activity in a 
way that the meeting of the movement from theory with 
that from practice will not be left to chance. It is a time 
of testing of individuals as well as ideas and organiza- 
tion. — Raya 


5. The extremist right-wing John Birch Society, still active 
today, claimed that labor unions and the civil rights move- 
ment were Communist conspiracies. One of its founders was 
the father of the billionaire Koch brothers. 

6. Alexander Kerensky, a socialist opportunist, headed the 
Provisional government set up following the February 1917 
Russian Revolution. General Lavr Kornilov led a failed 
counter-revolution against Kerensky in August. Lenin's 
Bolsheviks helped defeat Kornilov, opening the way for the 
October Revolution. 
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The 200th anniversary of Hegel's absolute method 


ESSAY 


by Ron Kelch 

All revolutions, in the sciences no less than in gen- 
eral history, originate only in this, that the spirit of man, 
for the understanding and comprehension of himself, for 
the possessing of himself, has now altered his categories, 
uniting himself in a truer, deeper, more intrinsic rela- 
tion with himself 

— Hegel 

Today's global search for a new world against the 
"dictatorship of capital" is seen in waves of revolu- 
tionary mass self-activity and organization in public 
squares. This global drive for freedom is happening 
on the 200th anniversary of Hegel's absolute method 
which meant so much to Marx's philosophy of perma- 
nent revolution. Marx's philosophy takes on new mean- 
ing with every revolutionary event. 

In 1812 Hegel made 
a startling proclama- 
tion, and demonstration 
in his Science of Logic , 1 
of an absolute method in 
which the concept (Notion) 
determines itself. The 
philosophical world and 
the world of revolution- 
ary theory continue to be 
alternately attracted and 
repulsed by Hegel's asser- 
tion in his 1812 Preface 
that "a given particular is not subsumed under this 
universal" {Science of Logic , 28) of absolute method. 
Rather, Hegel says, absolute method is the movement 
through which the particular, the given, the concrete, 
etc. determines itself. 

Then the dialectic is no longer a spectator sport as 
it was in the "introductory" Phenomenology of Spirit 
where the philosopher traced how consciousness, in 
its movement through each stage over 2,500 years, 
worked out the way it knows its object as itself. Hegel's 
Logic starts directly with the movement of the concept, 
thought itself, as the organization of the historical 
movement of consciousness. However, Hegel's concept, 
which has its own self for an object, is no mere turn in- 
ward. Rather, the freedom of the concept emerges out of 
this movement to engage life and spirit as a new unity 
of theory and practice. 

MOVEMENT THROUGH THE NEGATIVE 

While Hegel's self-determination of the concept is 
not "mystical," it is counterintuitive because it does not 
begin from "the understanding" — the particular con- 
ceptual framework through which facts emerge. Rather 
the conceptual framework, the paradigm, is a moment 
of the universal of thought's power of the negative. The 
conceptual framework through which facts present 
themselves as given comes out of the negation of its pre- 
decessor, just as what is currently taken as the given 
will likewise be negated and its negation will generate 
a new positive, a new set of given facts. The movement 
through negating specific, determined content always 
implies a new positive and never stops. Hegel aimed 
to overcome the pervasive prejudice which forgets this 
movement of the concept and repeatedly falls back into 
viewing thought as a general empty negative. 

In the Logic's 1831 Preface to the second edition, 
a prescient Hegel asserted that thought's movement 
through the negative even shapes "the empirical and 
natural sciences" where "the study of nature compels 
us to fix the categories" {Science of Logic, 32-33). Today 
it is commonplace to acknowledge that scientific revo- 
lutions occur through negations of given facts driving 
paradigm shifts. Thus, the Ptolemaic earth-centered 
universe gave way to the solar system and Newton's 
grand synthesis. Its negation, in turn, produced Ein- 
stein's world in which every fact is different from New- 
ton's world. 2012 is also the 50th anniversary of Thomas 
Kuhn's groundbreaking Structure of Scientific Revolu- 
tions, after which "paradigm shift" became practically 
a cliche but which Kuhn proved captured a crucial mo- 
ment in the true development of the most empirically 
oriented natural sciences. 

HEGEL'S CONFRONTATION WITH KANT 

In his time Hegel confronted the philosopher Im- 
manuel Kant. Kant, to his credit, recognized that the 
Newtonian synthesis was not just about what was "out 
there," but was impossible without pure categories of 
thought. Yet Kant was so "overawed by the object" that 
he stopped the dialectical movement dead with a purely 
thought-up abstraction, the "thing-in-itselfi {Science 
of Logic, 51). Kant posed the "thing-in-itselfi as a bar- 
rier that thought could never penetrate. 

Hegel confronted the mental barrier Kant erected 
against revolutionizing philosophy even as the French 
Revolution revealed the power of thought to totally 

1. Hegel's Science of Logic (Humanities Press, 1989). Also Karl 
Marx and Frederick Engels, Collected Works (International 
Publishers: New York) is referenced as "CW" with the vol- 
ume number and page number in the text, except for the 
commonly used Ben Fowkes translation of Capital (London: 
Penguin, 1976). 


break with the old in the arena of human institu- 
tions (spirit), resulting in a new Napoleonic landscape. 
Hegel's absolute method came out of soberly facing that 
new landscape, and the terror from which it emerged, 
as being no conscious realization of the positive in the 
power of the negative. For Hegel, such a conscious self- 
realization would become absolute Spirit, not as any 
fixity but as totally new beginnings in human freedom. 

In other words, if a conceptual movement can 
shape the natural sciences, how much more does the 
negation of the negation, the positive in the power of 
thought's negation of the old, hold for the human world 
where logic is the specifically human attribute? While 
logic, which for Hegel is the self-determination of the 
concept, is at "the very heart of things," the concepts 
that shape humans' relations with each other and with 
nature come within thought. Thus, thinking can move 
beyond "instinctive activity" to reveal the concept as "an 
intelligent and free act," that is, an act "performed with 
awareness of what is being done." In so doing "spirit 
begins to be free" {Science of Logic, 37). 

MARX'S NEW BEGINNING FROM ABSOLUTE 
METHOD 

Marx, too, begins in 1844 from what is specific to 
the human species — labor as free, conscious, life-affirm- 
ing activity in contrast to alienated labor, reduced to a 
mere means to life {CW, 3:276). Distinguishing himself 
from Hegel, Marx insists on beginning from the con- 
cept explicitly embodied in the whole human being. 

As with Hegel, this specifically human species 
character could only emerge in its own right as "nega- 
tion of the negation" {CW, 3:329). "Positive humanism, 
beginning from itself is not negatively counterposed 
to nature because human labor is itself a dimension of 
nature. Nor is positive humanism a fixed concept exter- 
nal to labor like collective property. It is, rather, labor 
which constantly transforms or negates the given state 
of nature as well as human nature. Only when labor 
is alienated does this negation express itself as a log- 
ic external to the human being like the accumulation 
of capital. Rather, negation that begins from positive 
humanism is accompanied by a negative return to self 
(negation of the negation) in which each one recognizes 
the constant expansion of human capacities in their 
own work, especially in cooperation with others {CW, 
3:341-42). 

Marx could launch such a new perspective on hu- 
man liberation in total continuity with Hegel's abso- 
lute method because method itself is subject to dialecti- 
cal development. It is why Marx could say in Capital 
that his dialectic is the "opposite" of Hegel's "Idea" as 
"creator of the world" and yet avow himself a "pupil 
of that mighty thinker" {Capital, 102) whose dialectic 
is "the source of all dialectics" {Capital, 744). At the 
very start of his focus on labor in the 1843 introduc- 
tion to the Critique of Hegel's Philosophy of Right, Marx 
warned that one "cannot abolish [Hegelian] philosophy 
without realizing it" {CW, 3:180). Realizing Hegel's self- 
determination of the concept had a pull on Marx, from 
his 1841 doctoral dissertation and his first critique of 
Hegel to the end of his life. That was when Marx ex- 
plained Hegel's {Science of Logic, 238-313) critique of 
that most thought-centered of fields, mathematics, in 
particular the invention of calculus. 

MARX'S CRITIQUE OF NEWTON 

Marx's 1881 Math- 
ematical Manuscripts 
showed, against Newton's 
and Leibniz's mystical 
form of calculus, that cal- 
culus comes out of the 
"negation of the negation" 
of the quantum in ordi- 
nary algebra. 2 Like Hegel, 

Marx criticized Newton for 
merely using calculus as 
an operational extension of 
his theories about external 
planetary motion. This critique, written toward the end 
of Marx's life, corroborated a central theme of Hegel's 
Logic, namely that fixing the idea in an abstract mate- 
rialism does not allow the idea to speak for itself, nor is 
it conducive to a genuine empiricism, that is, letting the 
world speak for itself in its absolute difference. 

It wasn't atomism (the theory that all matter is 
composed of individual particles) as an abstract materi- 
alist philosophy that interested Marx when, in his 1841 
doctoral dissertation, he claimed Hegel missed some- 
thing in the ancient atomism of Epicurus. As a young 
Hegelian, Marx confronted how to move forward after 
Hegel's total philosophy of freedom co-existed with a 
world of unfreedom. Many post-Hegelians turned in- 
ward, focusing only on the inadequacy of philosophy be- 
cause of its non-realization. Real progress, said Marx, 

2. For a summary of Marx's argument see The Fetish of High 
tech and Karl Marx's Unknown Mathematical Manuscripts 
by Ron Brokmeyer (Kelch), Raya Dunayevskaya, Franklin 
Dmitryev, et al, now available online at: http://catalog.ha- 
thitrust.org/Record/003870963 


would only come from "the party of the concept" which 
instead turned "against the inadequacy of the world 
which has to be made philosophical" {CW, 1:86). 

What interested Marx is that Epicurus introduced 
the element of freedom in the atomism of Democritus 
where everything is the result of a mechanical neces- 
sity of atoms creating different combinations as they 
fall through the void. Epicurus added the dimension of 
freedom asserting that atoms freely "swerve" 3 into each 
other and mix it up. 

Marx, in Capital, drew on Epicurus' view of atom- 
ism to criticize the capitalist cult of isolated individuals 
operating as atoms while the thoroughly social char- 
acter of their lives is determined by relations among 
things, commodities and capital {Capital, 172). The 
1871 Paris Communards, who created a new way of or- 
ganizing their lives, made it clear to Marx that the form 
in which reality presents itself to those who create that 
reality through their labor is absolutely a function of 
human relations. 

The absolute opposite of the self-alienating 
commodity-form is social individuals, recognizing 
themselves as such through freely associated labor, 
that is, freely, consciously created human relations in 
production {Capital, 171). Further, the self-alienating 
commodity-form arises, not from sensuous experience, 
but rather from the "power of abstraction." The "power 
of abstraction" specifically sets humans apart from the 
beasts because whenever humans engage each other 
and nature they do so through abstractions {Capital, 
90; CW, 30:232). Any new beginning in human "atoms" 
freely mixing it up is, as well, a new beginning in the 
self-determination of the concept. 

DUNAYEVSKAYA: ABSOLUTE AS NEW 

BEGINNING 

Hegel's absolute meth- 
od — the self-determination 
of the concept through 
the negation of the nega- 
tion — underwent another 
development when Raya 
Dunayevskaya confronted 
the problem of "what hap- 
pens after the revolution?" 

She was working out the 
meaning of the transfor- 
mation of the great 1917 
Russian Revolution into 
its opposite — a totalitar- 
ian one-party state. Ab- 
solute method never bows 
to a new given — especially 
one that is a fixed identity, 
like collective property. 

Rather, it provides a new 
vantage point for the future after the revolution. Far 
from Marxism being an external mediating force like 
a vanguard party to lead, absolute method is an orga- 
nization of thought that can be a force for a new be- 
ginning in the conscious self-realization of the freedom 
idea. What is key is that the self-development of the 
freedom idea is seen as a dimension of the spontaneous 
movement. 

MASSES IN MOTION: A FORM OF THEORY 

For Dunayevskaya, the action of masses in motion 
is not just a force or content for a preexisting theory, but 
is itself a form of theory. That form of theory manifests 
the power of abstraction. The reason in mass action 
often undermines the dualities or paradigms which 
shape the prevailing view of the world. Thus, it was the 
Black masses in the Montgomery Bus Boycott in 1955- 
56 that brought the U.S. out of McCarthyism and shift- 
ed the perspectives on freedom from "us vs. them" to 
contradictions within this country. So, too, the Hungar- 
ian revolutionaries created new Workers' Councils and 
rediscovered Marx's original humanism as a weapon 
against state-capitalist totalitarians calling themselves 
"Marxists." 

Organization that recreates Marxism for our epoch 
is the "party of the concept." That "party of the concept" 
has to explicitly bring the creative power of the negative 
into the fray in a way that it does not just undermine 
prevailing dualities but becomes recognized in-and-for- 
itself. Hegel's "self-bringing forth" of the freedom idea 
can be recognized as immanent in the masses' reach 
for totally new human relations and self-organization 
in the public square. Absolute method as new begin- 
ning shapes a new unity of theory and practice insofar 
as a new reality created by the movement is not, once 
again, experienced as a given but as a moment in a per- 
manent movement of the concept as an "intelligent and 
free act." 

3. A new book by Stephen Greenblatt, The Swerve (Norton, 
2011), tells of the 15th century rediscovery of Epicurus 
through Lucretius' "On the Nature of Things." This rediscov- 
ery of Lucretius' life-celebrating ode to Epicurus, for whom 
death was nothing to fear, animated Renaissance humanism 
against the Church's obsession with the beyond, especially 
death, and the suffering that will ensue if Church dictates 
are not followed. 
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GLOBAL CRISES, GLOBAL REVOLT HIT CAPITALISM 


"Reactionary U.S. election shows 
capital's contradictions" (Sept. -Oct. 
N&L) is good in that it is written in 
plain language and shows that it is not 
capital that creates jobs, but that in fact 
labor is the source of capital. I like that 
it does not end with hopelessness. 

Teacher 
Bay Area 

*** 

The crisis is not only economic but 
environmental. The consensus among 
climate scientists is that global warming 
is real, primarily caused by human ac- 
tivity, and is a threat to our future. The 
world population has reached 7 billion 
people who are releasing 26 billion tons 
of carbon dioxide into the atmosphere 
annually. It all stems from the fetish of 
commodities at the point of production. 
We need to achieve a 90% reduction in 
carbon dioxide by the year 2050 to have 
a chance at sustainability. Freely associ- 
ated labor would be the activity needed 
to accomplish this goal. Subscriber 

Chicago 

Even when capitalism works the 
way it's "supposed to," the economy 
moves toward crisis. At some point fi- 
nance capital and whole countries 
have to be rescued. No matter which 
way we go, capitalism is bent on self- 
destruction. Dunayevskaya wrote that it 
doesn't mean it is automatic, but needs 
a hefty revolutionary push from masses 
of workers. Yet it isn't just workers who 
have to rise up. All of humanity must 
take part in delivering the final blow. 

Asian American 
Northern California 

It is believed today that the old can 
be left behind — the big factories, the 
uneducated workers — and we will move 
into a new capitalism. But food, clothing, 
iPhones still depend on sweated labor. 
Surplus value comes from that variable 
capital, the human being who is increas- 
ingly being removed from production 
and forced into the world of low-wage, 
no-benefit work of service, distribution, 
etc. In reality capitalism produces com- 
modities, not wealth. Kevin M. 

Chicago 


LABOR AND LIFE 

Javier's article in the Sept.-Oct. 
N&L, "West Coast port shutdowns and 
forms of labor struggle," makes it clear 
that it is not new that the labor lead- 
ership betrays striking workers. Even 
when leaders are good activists, they fall 
under the illusion that capital employs 
people and give in to automation. Such 
mental barriers are at the root of the 
betrayals. The workers' question, "What 


kind of labor?" is part of the revolution 
but reaches beyond it, to a vision of la- 
bor after the revolution. So it's not just 
a question of "advancing the struggle," 
but of how both labor organizations and 
revolutions get transformed into their 
opposite. Activist 

Bay Area 

*** 

The last lines of the "Workshop 
Talks" column in the Sept.-Oct. issue 
were something I couldn't stop thinking 
about. They were about something Marx 
had been looking for in the future as 
"making labor, at last, not a mere means 
to an end, but an end in itself." I kept 
thinking, we go to work to make a liv- 
ing, and then I asked myself, "What is 
the purpose of our life?" Manel 

Los Angeles 


HURRICANE 
HORRORS 

Because 
Sandy affected 
everyone, it 
opened ground 
for relation- 
ships between 
people, which does not mean that Black, 
poor, Latino, and the elderly weren't hit 
harder. It also revealed Marx's maxim 
that having one basis for science and 
another for life is a lie. There is fear, for 
example, that industrial pollution (like 
dioxins in New Jersey's rivers stirred 
up by the storm) was carried in the 
mud that now coats so many shoreline 
homes. Occupy Sandy has been in the 
forefront of assistance to those hardest 
hit. Can new beginnings be made from 
understanding the commonality of suf- 
fering from the storms? 

Susan Van Gelder 
New Jersey 

Hurricane Sandy is an example of 
what happens to the disabled during an 
emergency. With no power, life-saving 
home medical equipment cannot be used. 
With no elevators, people in wheelchairs 
cannot get out of their apartments to 
buy food or to get their medications. 
Lack of transportation means that their 
aides cannot get to them. People have 
been forced to leave their disabled loved 
ones in bed for days because they have 
no help to dress them or get them out of 
bed or to the bathroom. Several disabled 
people have died in buildings that were 
flooded and they were unable to get out. 

Rescue workers going door-to- 
door in one high rise found a 73-year- 
old woman who was taking care of her 
97-year-old disabled mother. They were 
out of food and water, and their worker 



APPEALS FOR SUPPORT FROM RUSSIA, COLOMBIA 


An appeal from the Russian leftists 
to their comrades in the struggle: 

We, the representatives of Rus- 
sian leftist organizations, turn to our 
comrades all over the world with an ap- 
peal for solidarity. This call and your 
response to it are very important to 
us. Right now we are facing not just 
another instance of dubious sentenc- 
ing by the Russian "justice" system or 
another case of a human life broken by 
the encounter with the state’s repres- 
sive apparatus. Today the authorities 
have launched against us a repressive 
campaign without precedent in the 
recent history of Russia, a campaign 
whose goal is to extinguish the Left as 
an organized political force. The recent 
arrests, threats, beatings, aggressive 
media attacks and moves towards de- 
claring leftist groups illegal all point to 
the new general strategy on the part of 
the authorities, much more cruel and 
much less predictable than that of re- 
cent years... 

Please, send your reports on soli- 
darity action and any other informa- 
tion or questions to this email: solidar- 
ityaction2012@gmail.com. 

Solidarity is our only weapon! 


United, we will never be defeated! 

To see this letter in its entirety 
go to: http://newsandletters.org/An- 
nounce/Russia.asp 

Community leader Felix Manuel 
Banguero was among 27 Afro-Colom- 
bian and Indigenous activists arrested 
by the Colombian military in June, ac- 
cused of ties to the FARC guerrillas. 
Some of those arrested were already 
under threats by the right-wing para- 
militaries that the government claims 
no longer exist. 

Banguero was serving as Cultural 
Adviser of the town of Guachene. He 
has a long history of community activ- 
ism, and was a significant figure in the 
struggle for Law 70, which in theory 
guarantees that Afro-Colombian lands 
and culture must be respected. His ar- 
rest is one more example of how little 
the Colombian state wishes to comply 
with its own written laws. 

To support Felix Manuel Bangue- 
ro and others arrested please contact 
Charo Mina Rojas of Black Communi- 
ties Process International at charomi- 
narojas@gmail.com. Gerry Emmett 

Chicago 



was unable to get there. The woman 
couldn't leave her mother alone to at- 
tempt 15 flights of stairs. 

Disability rights advocate 
Chicago 


THE ELECTIONS 

The discussion of voting or not vot- 
ing in the Sept.-Oct. Readers’ Views was 
answered in the affirmative by other 
RVs. The knockout punch came from 
an article on "Tensions over race in Oc- 
cupy Chicago." It may be difficult for 
revolutionaries to defend voting, yet it is 
something that we can't throw away on 
the road to revolution. The Republicans 
know the value of the vote, which is why 
they are trying so hard to suppress it. 

Voter 
Bay Area 

Obama's re-election was a victory 
against hatred and the extremist Right. 
I was a volunteer for Obama in Iowa and 
Chicago. Now that he's won, it's time to 
pressure him to fulfill his stated com- 
mitment to human rights and reducing 
poverty, which he never mentions. Even 
though I like him and some things he 
has done like the healthcare bill, I op- 
pose him for continuing Bush policies 
like keeping Guantanamo open and at- 
tacking Pakistan with drones, killing 
many civilians. Where he's very danger- 
ous is the National Defense Authoriza- 
tion Act (NDAA) allowing him to jail ac- 
tivists like us for suspicion of terrorism. 

Patriot for peace and justice 
Chicago 

On Nov. 7 citizens in Michigan vot- 
ed to repeal Public Act 4, the emergency 
manager law passed by the legislature 
in 2011. There was formerly a less dra- 
conian law passed in 1990, Public Act 
72, that was in effect when Public Act 4 
was passed. Two pending lawsuits claim 
that Public Act 72 was repealed when 
Public Act 4 was passed, one brought by 
the Flint City Council, and one brought 
by the Sugar Law Center on behalf of 
various citizens. In any event, the for- 
mer law did not give emergency manag- 
ers the power to void union contracts or 
simply bypass local governments; it was 
aimed only at financial management. 

The election results show that the 
emergency manager was unpopular 
across the state. Voters in only eight 
counties out of a total of 83 counties vot- 
ed to keep Public Act 4, even though very 
few counties were directly affected by it. 
Only in Berrien County, where Benton 
Harbor is located, did voters living in a 
county directly affected by Public Act 4 
vote to keep it. Lawyer 

Flint 

A 14-year-old girl, Malala Yousafzai, 
gets shot in the head by Taliban thugs 
who feel brave for shutting up a kid 
who demands education for all girls and 
boys. You could say they're crazy in Pak- 
istan. But is it really different from the 
craziness of Todd Akin in Missouri, who 
believes women who are "legitimately" 
raped can't get pregnant? In case you 
think he's some sort of Republican odd- 
ball, don't forget that exterminators say 
for every cockroach you see, there are 
500 you don't see. (I apologize to the 
actual insects for using them as an ex- 
ample.) David 

Oakland, Calif. 


TODAYNESS OF RAYA'S ARCHIVES 

The 1964 "From the Writings of 
Raya Dunayevskaya" article in the Sept.- 
Oct. N&L was so relevant that it's scary. 
It was about the nomination of Barry 
Goldwater by the far-right Republicans, 
but I fear the extreme right wing today 
is far better organized. I appreciated the 
seven footnotes the N&L editors added 


to the article to identify names and inci- 
dents today's readers might not remem- 
ber, but Dunayevskaya' s article remains 
otherwise completely relevant to today. 

Longtime Supporter 
Los Angeles 

*** 

I loved Dunayevskaya' s column, 
"Historic roots of far Right threat to 
U.S." (Sept.-Oct. N&L)\ It is historical, 
and the footnotes extend it to today. I 
have one quibble: comparing the Right 
to cancer is not quite right, it's more like 
AIDS, in that it gives opportunities to 
other diseases. Supporter 

Bay Area 

*** 

"Historic roots of far Right threat to 
U.S." speaks about politicians igniting 
fears in the middle-class. It could have 
been written today, about the election 
we just had. This is what the prison ex- 
pansion of the last few decades is about. 
The hysteria about releasing anyone 
from prison is fueled by instilling fear 
of "the criminal," which has become a 
code word since Bush Sr.'s election. Rul- 
ing through fear is so contemporary it is 
remarkable to have that pointed out in a 
historical perspective. Urszula 

Bay Area 


PHILOSOPHY AND REVOLUTION 

Freedom for one is the very basis of 
freedom for all. This principle is the con- 
trast between bourgeois and revolution- 
ary journalism. Gerry Emmett in "Syr- 
ian revolution fights Assad's genocide, 
world powers watch" (N&L, March-April 
2012) lets philosophy speak for itself, 
full of passion, through the voices of sub- 
jectivities in a global movement. 

Prisoner supporter 
California 

The need of movements for a phi- 
losophy of 
revolution 
rests on the 
"quest for 
universal- 
ity" — which 
is the drive 
of human beings to be whole and free. 
We could see it in Arab Spring, in Syria, 
in the outpouring against the shooting 
of Malala Yousafzai in Pakistan. The de- 
sire for the right to self-development is 
universal. We need to be more explicit 
about a philosophy of revolution giving 
action a direction today. 

Women's Liberationist 
Chicago 

At Occupy Wall St. (OWS) one can 
engage in dialogue with people about 
topics from anarchism, to the elections, 
to Marxist-Humanism. At OWS Free 
University I attended classes which 
were Marxist in orientation. There 
is still a movement made up of people 
looking for a solid theoretical and philo- 
sophical base for their actions. Some 
are open to Marxist-Humanism because 
of our rejection of the vanguard party 
and embrace of the totality of Marx's 
thought. Marxism still has the power to 
change individuals and create new fight- 
ing forces ready to change the world. 

M. Gilbert 
New York 

It wasn't just to pass the time that 
at every Occupy site I visited there was 
a library and time set aside for presenta- 
tions and discussion. In a better world 
time is the space for human develop- 
ment, as Marx said it was. When we set 
aside time to examine matters and "do" 
philosophy, we move closer to the revo- 
lution Marx called for that will finally 
herald the beginning of human history. 

Marxist-Humanist 

California 
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EDUCATION AND LIBERATION 

The question of "reform" means 
very different things to the Obama ad- 
ministration and to teachers, students 
and parents. "Reform" for some has 
come to mean the top-down imposition 
of an education to meet the new needs 
of capitalism — which does not include 
poor and minority children becoming 
workers, thinkers and real citizens in 
society’s future. It also means an evalu- 
ation system that even conservative 
supporters recognize is not based on 
valid measurements, but only designed 
to wrest control from unions and to de- 
professionalize teaching, transforming 
it into "tutoring for test prep." So they 
tried to make it look like teachers and 
their unions oppose reform. That kind of 
reform, we do oppose. 

Retired teacher activist 
New Jersey 

I enjoy your paper but I would like to 
see more articles/analysis on Chicanos. 
Learning of labor and Black oppression 
is always educational, being that slavery 
built America and U.S. labor, e.g., the 
Wobblies, have had important strikes 
and are essential history. But there are 
others who have suffered oppression like 
Chicanos who got their states stolen and 
First Nations people who got even more 
land stolen. Many movement papers 
hardly touch on these peoples. 

Jose 

California 

Years ago music education in the 
Philadelphia school system was excel- 
lent — many good musicians came out of 
that system. Later, it was watered down 
and ultimately destroyed. At Bennington 
College in the past, students and teach- 
ers made up their own curricula, but 
later a lot of music teachers were fired 
so that the kids could be prepared for 
the business world. The humanism of a 
liberal education became secondary to 
survival. Jazz musician 

New York 

I'm a teacher and heard a report on 
the attacks on ethnic studies in Tucson 
that made me feel I can't begin to teach 
what I want. I have to teach the myth 


that everything is fine when it is awful. 
The event of Malala Yousafzai being 
shot in the head for wanting an educa- 
tion in Pakistan is not just about "over 
there." It's reflected in the rapists who 
fill our military. And we are constantly 
menaced by violence from the state. I 
feel a real sense of urgency because it's 
obvious that capitalism is the problem, 
while the Left gets all tied up in knots 
over a discussion of "tactics." 

Teacher 
Bay Area 

*** 

It is not just the "Old Guard" that 
refuses to acknowledge that teachers 
are part of the working class, which has 
been under attack for hundreds of years, 
but especially since the 1970s. It was 
brought out during the teachers' strike 
here in Chicago that this strike was part 
of the larger class struggle, and without 
that conviction you get stuck with "work- 
ing within the rules." 

Longtime teacher 
Chicago 

There has 
been a change 
of consciousness 
because of the 
strike. The Chi- 
cago Teachers 
Union put back on the map what you 
mean by struggle and how you can win 
even a limited strike. The question that 
remains to be worked out is how to bring 
the rest of the working class together 
with us. 

Retired teacher and activist 
Chicago 

The teachers' strike was a labor 
dispute in many ways. But teachers are 
unique because their "product" is chil- 
dren, so they have to take special care to 
protect them. Both parents and children 
were missing from the bargaining table. 
Who is going to speak up for them? 

Parent of involved children 
South Side Chicago 


AMERICAN CIVILIZATION ON TRIAL 

Next year will mark the 50th anni- 
versary of the publication of American 


Civilization on Trial (ACOT), but it's 
not a number that compels us to study it 
today. Many of the "facts" of Black His- 
tory which were rescued from obscurity 
by ACOT appear in K-12 social studies 
textbooks, but ACOT lives on because 
in the context of a philosophy, it reveals 
the revolutionary dialectic of American 
history. That is, unlike bourgeois history 
books, ACOT describes the interrelation 
of mass movements and ideas emerging 
from them. Susan 

New York 

One of the consequences of Obama 
having been elected as the first Black 
president is that it gave added impetus 
to the illusion of a post-racial society. 
Obama shied away from making race 
an issue. In the debates, race was spo- 
ken of only in the code words the Right 
uses. It gives people an underestimation 
of "Black masses as vanguard" and the 
potential of a new revolutionary explo- 
sion ahead. 

Marxist-Humanist 

Chicago 


VOICES FROM THE INSIDE 

Your pamphlet Pelican Bay Hunger 
Strikers did a good job documenting the 
event in prisoners' own words. Today 
they have yet to obtain the five core de- 
mands except some tokens. Our oppres- 
sion continues, but we gained a new 
prison movement, still in an embryonic 
stage but moving forward. The truth is 
the state ending solitary confinement 
will not fix our conditions any more than 
a bailout would fix the capitalist system. 

Prisons today are tools used to con- 
trol the masses while upholding the 
national oppression of the mostly Chi- 
cano, New Afrikan and First Nations 
here in California, but including other 
oppressed peoples across America. The 
2.4 million captives will continue to rise 
up in revolutionary convulsions that 
will continue until a Socialist revolution 
reaches our shores. 

Prisoner 
Pelican Bay, Calif. 

Please send me some literature so I 
can get a better picture of what you are 




all about. What ex- 
actly is "Marxist" 
literature? Do you 
support political 
prisoners? Radi- 
cal Social prison- 
ers? Or POW's? 
Those groups are 
very interesting, but they are always 
just complaining. They act as if they are 
fighting capitalism but they aren't doing 
anything about the problem except com- 
plaining. I have a lot of questions and 
would like some information about your 
organization. 

Prisoner 
Tehachapi, Calif. 


Your paper keeps me aware of the 
real issues facing common people. I 
love "Queer Notes." I'm Gay. Your paper 
helps me think of others' plight. If I were 
free, I would volunteer to join the fight 
in some of these causes. 

Prisoner 
Huntingdon, Penn. 


I came across a copy of News & Let- 
ters from the summer of 2005. It was 
still powerful and very informative. I'm 
housed in long-term segregation (maxi- 
mum security) where I've been incarcer- 
ated for 12 years. It means no TV or any 
other way to keep up with world events 
or other things that interest me. Being 
able to do that through someone spon- 
soring a subscription or sending me ear- 
lier copies would be greatly appreciated. 

Prisoner 
Westville, Ind. 


N&L does an excellent job in report- 
ing on issues that exist throughout the 
world communities. It would be good 
to see you create a section in the paper 
where we, as a community, can collec- 
tively discuss our understanding of the 
issues so our solutions become an inte- 
gral part of redeeming every oppressed 
community in struggle. 

Prisoner 
Crescent City, California 


TO OUR READERS: Can you do- 
nate the price of a sub ($5) for a prisoner 
who cannot pay for one? It will be shared 
with many others. 


SELECTED PUBLICATIONS FROM NEWS & LETTERS 


Books 

by RAYA DUNAYEVSKAYA 

□ Philosophy and Revolution: From Hegel to Sartre and from 

Marx to Mao 30th Anniversary edition, 2003 $24.95 

□ Marxism and Freedom: from 1776 until Today 

2000 edition. Foreword by Joel Kovel $24.95 

□ Rosa Luxemburg, Women's Liberation, and Marx's Philosophy 

of Revolution 1991 edition. Author's new introduction. Foreword 
by Adrienne Rich $24.95 

□ Women's Liberation and the Dialectics of Revolution: Reach- 
ing for the Future $14.95 

□ The Power of Negativity: Selected Writings on the Dialectic in 

Hegel and Marx $24.95 

□ The Marxist-Humanist Theory of State-Capitalism: Selected 

Writings by Raya Dunayevskaya $8.50 

□ The Philosophic Moment of Marxist-Humanism: Two 
Historic-Philosophic Writings by Raya Dunayevskaya 

Contains "Presentation on Dialectics of Organization and Philoso- 
phy of June 1 , 1 987" and 1 953 "Letters on Hegel's Absolutes" 

$3 paperback, $10 hardcover 

by CHARLES DENBY 

□ Indignant Heart: A Black Worker's Journal 

Includes Afterword by Raya Dunayevskaya $14.95 

En Espanol 

por RAYA DUNAYEVSKAYA 

□ Marxismo y libertad $10 

□ Filosoffa y revolucion: De Hegel a Sartre y de Marx a Mao.. .$10 

□ Rosa Luxemburgo, la liberacion femenina, y la filosoffa marx- 

ista de revolucion $10 

□ La liberacion femenina y la dialectica de la revolucion: tratan- 

do de alcanzar el futuro $10 

□ El Poder de la negatividad: Escritos sobre la dialectica en 

Hegel y Marx $10 

□ Dos ensayos por Raya Dunayevskaya $2 


| See our websiteorcontactusforfuller listing 

Pamphlets 

□ Bosnia-Herzegovina: Achilles Heel of Western 'Civilization' 


(Expanded edition) $5 

□ Kosova: Writings from News & Letters , 1998-1999 $3.50 


□ American Civilization on Trial: Black Masses as Vanguard, 
by Raya Dunayevskaya, 40th anniversary edition 

□ Dialectics of Black Freedom Struggles: Race, Philosophy & 
the Needed American Revolution by John Alan 

Each $8, Special: Both for $15, including postage. 


□ Pelican Bay Hunger Strikers: 

'We want to be validated as human ' $5 

□ Marx's Capital and Today's Global Crisis 

Includes critiques of Ernest Mandel and Tony Cliff $4 

□ Myriad Global Crises of the 1980s and the Nuclear World since 
World War II 

by Raya Dunayevskaya $4 

□ Nationalism, Communism, Marxist-Humanism and the 
Afro-Asian Revolutions 

by Raya Dunayevskaya $4 

□ Voices from within the Prison Walls 

by D. A. Sheldon. Prisoners' views of (in)justice system and orga- 
nizing from within $8 

For pamphlet plus donor copy for a prisoner $16 

□ Working Women for Freedom 

by Angela Terrano, Marie Dignan, and Mary Flolmes $5 

□ The Coal Miners' General Strike of 1949-50 and the Birth of 
Marxist-Humanism In the U.S. 

by Andy Phillips and Raya Dunayevskaya $5 

□ On the 100th Anniversary of the First General Strike in the U.S. 

by Terry Moon and Ron Brokmeyer $5 


□ News and Letters Committees Constitution 45 <p postage 

□ Marxist-Humanist Literature Catalog 

A full list of publications (includes many not listed here) available 
from News and Letters Committees 65 1 postage 

Archives 


□ Guides to Collection and Supplement to the Raya Dunayevs- 
kaya Collection: Marxist-Humanism: A Half Century of Its 


World Development 

Full description of 17,000-page microfilm collection $4.50 

□ The Raya Dunayevskaya Collection— Marxist-Humanism: A 
Half Century of Its World Development 

A 17,000-page microfilm collection on 9 reels available from 
Wayne State University, Detroit, Ml 48202 $165 


Newspaper 

□ News & Letters subscription 

Unique combination of worker and intellectual published 6 times 
a year. (Request information about gift subscriptions.) $5/year 

□ Bound Volumes of News & Letters 

1977-84, 1984-87, 1987-94, 1994-99, 2000-2010 $70 each 

N&L is also available on microfilm. 

Mail orders to: 

News & Letters, 228 South Wabash, Suite 230, Chicago, IL 60604, 
Phone (312) 431-8242 

Enclosed find $ for the literature checked. 

Please add $2 postage for each pamphlet, $4 postage for books. 

Illinois residents add 7% sales tax. 
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Afro-Colombians throw off shackles 


Editor s note: Witness for Peace sponsored a speak- 
ing tour for Afro-Colombian activist Francia Marquez 
Mina. In Chicago she spoke at a number of universities 
and a community meeting co-hosted by CAMI (Commit- 
tee against Militarization of Our Youth). Below are ex- 
cerpts from her talk. 

I want to speak of what 
my community, and Colombia, 
are living through. Of 10 mil- 
lion Afro-Colombians, 3 mil- 
lion have been displaced from 
their homes. Many of our peo- 
ple have been massacred, and 
we are still often threatened. 

Leaders of the resistance are 
often killed. 

Multinational corpora- 
tions like AngloGold Ashanti 
mining want the mineral 
rights in our areas, and oth- 
ers want to impose monocrops 
like sugar in our farmlands. 

Coca-Cola, Halliburton, Mon- 
santo, Glencorp, Grey Star and 
others are here. We have won 
the right to be consulted on de- 
velopment issues in court, but 
Colombia is very corrupt. 

Everything is done to protect and continue this ex- 
ploitative system. The Constitutional Court on Dec. 13, 
2010, ordered a mining project in my community, La 
Toma, to stop because they had not consulted with us. 
But just last week the Ministry of Mines and the Na- 
tional Mines Agency said that they have not suspended 
the titles because they do not have the GPS coordinates. 
That is a lie, since they had the coordinates when they 
gave the titles. That is the kind of struggle we have. 

When a river on our land was dammed for electric- 
ity, we still ended up paying the highest rates. 

The Black Communities Process is a con- 
glomeration of movements, community councils, 
and individuals organized to defend our rights as 
Black people. We organize in palenques , named 
for the runaway slave enclaves, in local areas, 
which form larger networks, which work with 
other groups nationally on these issues. 

The U.S. has given $8 billion dollars to the Colom- 
bian government to carry out a pacification program 
similar to the one in Afghanistan. It really makes the 
military here just the security arm of the multinational 
corporations. Besides that, most of the previous Con- 
gress also had ties to the narco -traficantes. 

It is the poor in Colombia and the U.S. who end up 
paying, whether through violence and displacement or 


addiction and imprisonment. We didn't make the rules 
of this game, the economics of the situation did. We 
should change this entirely by making our own rules. 

Right now the government is negotiating "peace" 
with the FARC. We support a peace process. But Afro- 

Colombians, Indigenous 
peoples, and the poor 
have many questions. The 
negotiations are only be- 
tween two parties. They 
leave out our concerns. 
This can result in just one 
more armed group being 
absorbed into bourgeois 
politics, as has happened 
so often elsewhere. 

For us the problem 
didn't begin with the guer- 
rilla war 50 years ago, it 
began 500 years ago when 
the land was conquered 
and we were brought here 
to be enslaved. With the 
Indigenous and others, 
we've formed an inter- 
ethnic committee to pres- 
ent our views. The gov- 
ernment has so far refused to address our issues and 
concerns. 

The government talks about a peace process, but 
they still plan to roll back people's rights. How can you 
have peace this way? We think this will only further the 
current exploitative economic model. 

We can spend a lifetime talking about devel- 
opment models, but in the end it's up to us to 
change it. We are fighting for a new model, not 
just for ourselves, but for humanity. Multination- 
als have the money to buy those in power. We don't have 
money, but we have the will to fight to the end. 

My own life as a woman has changed in this strug- 
gle. I have two children and was always with them, but 
now I am often away speaking and looking for allies. 
Women have been forced to organize. Before, everyone 
concentrated on their own problems. Now we are begin- 
ning to grow crops, work with youth in the community, 
and criticize machismo in our families. We have been 
inspired to demand our own rights. 

We can't allow our planet to be destroyed. Hurri- 
cane Sandy was a product of the abuse we inflict on na- 
ture, and it didn't discriminate. Our ancestors fought 
for us to be here, and we must fight for future genera- 
tions. I will do what is necessary to defend our land 
and community, and I'm not willing to subject myself to 
physical or mental shackles once again. 



Life After Death: Echols exposes system 



Life After Death by Damien 
Echols (Blue Rider Press, 2012). 

In the 1980s and 1990s 
many people, even respected 
psychologists, believed that 
satanic cults were committing 
acts of child sexual abuse and 
human sacrifice all across 
America. This hysteria was 
partially fueled by the since 
debunked theory that thera- 
pists could use hypnosis to 
recover repressed memories 
of past trauma. Even femi- 
nists pressured each other 
to believe the "ritual abuse survivors." Not many people 
discussed the fact that the religious Right promoted 
this modern witch-hunt with the purpose of convinc- 
ing people of the need for a fundamentalist Christian 
government to combat the supposed growing influence 
of a real devil. While the "satanic panic" has faded from 
the mainstream, it has left a legacy of true innocent 
victims — many people incarcerated for non-existent 
crimes. 

The case of the West Memphis Three, Damien 
Echols, Jason Baldwin, and Jesse Misskelley Jr., was 
slightly different in that there was an actual crime. 
In 1993 in West Memphis, Ark., three little boys were 
found dead, and the rural, small-town locals, includ- 
ing law enforcement, immediately decided that the 
perpetrators could only have been Satanists. Ordinary 
potential suspects were ignored in the rush to incar- 
cerate Echols, who describes in his book how he was 
scapegoated for his love of heavy metal music and wear- 
ing black. Even more shockingly, he explains how 
his poverty-stricken, fundamentalist community 
would regularly ostracize anyone who had any 
interest in self-development. 

When Echols was unable to complete high school 
due to bureaucracy, he went to the library to continue 
learning. His interest in the deeper meanings of life led 
him to explore spirituality, ranging from Catholicism 
to esoteric (mystical or "occult") religions including 
Wicca and Thelema, which fundamentalists carelessly 
confuse with Satanism. Even before the crime, the po- 
lice harassed him for their own entertainment. Echols 


explains in Life After Death that he and his family and 
friends were later interrogated, and were unaware of 
how the police had violated their rights. He briefly de- 
scribes the now famously mishandled trial and the lies 
of the media and lawyers. Echols was given a death sen- 
tence and Baldwin, implicated by being his friend, was 
given life. So was Misskelley, an acquaintance with a 
borderline I.Q., who gave a false statement under the 
duress of a brutal interrogation. Echols also states that 
the West Memphis police had botched the case and re- 
fused help from federal agents to cover up their own 
massive corruption and drug dealing. 

In the book, Echols describes in detail the hellish 
conditions of death row and states that Baldwin has 
described the rest of the prison system (which practices 
slave labor in Arkansas) as not much better. Guards 
commit violent assaults that would get anyone else sent 
to prison. The prison system deliberately erodes 
the inmates' health with poor food, confinement, 
isolation, unsanitary conditions, temperature ex- 
tremes, and vermin. 

Even when hopeful of being released, Echols was 
afraid he might first die from a "Russian roulette" of 
causes. Most people on death row are executed illegally 
because they are mentally ill or mentally challenged. 
Even mentally healthy inmates easily develop mental 
illness and do not receive treatment. Echols has been 
rightly praised for his determination to keep his sanity 
and continue his self-development on death row by his 
studies in spirituality, philosophy and history as well 
as physical exercise, but he explains that the 18-year 
ordeal has left lasting emotional and physical damage. 

However, inspired by a quote from Viktor Frankl, 
"What is to give light must endure burning," Echols, 
along with Baldwin, has vowed to find the real killers 
and fight for others unjustly convicted. Echols knows 
the West Memphis Three were only freed due to years 
of intensely persistent effort by his wife, his support- 
ers, and celebrities. He has written a very scathing 
expose of poverty, fundamentalism, and the legal, 
justice, prison, and mental health systems. I hope 
Life After Death , which is also beautiful and humorous 
and destined to be both popular and a classic, will in- 
spire readers to cultivate the same drive for justice, fo- 
cusing not only on individual cases but on changing the 
basic structures of society. — Adele 


Fighting evictions 

Van Nuys, Calif. — The Hernandez family home is one 
of 40,200 properties currently in foreclosure in Califor- 
nia. Javier Hernandez purchased the house in 2006 and 
for several years he made his payments. When the bank 
raised the interest rate, the mortgage payments went 
up. The Hernandez family found their purchase price ex- 
ceeded the current value of the house. They started the 
process of loan modification to reduce the principal and 
interest rate. 

Ulises Hernandez, Javier's brother who had been 
talking to the banks said, "Bank of America (BOA) led 
us to believe that if we missed payments the loan could 
be modified!" This is a standard foreclosure scheme. 
After three attempts for a loan modification, BOA sold 
Hernandez' home at an auction. Ulises said, "When they 
auctioned the house it was worth half of what we pur- 
chased it for." 

On Aug. 21, the Hernandezes found an eviction no- 
tice on their front door giving them five days to vacate 
their house. They decided to resist eviction and gathered 
support from activists from Occupy San Fernando, Oc- 
cupy LA, Occupy the Hood and from other foreclosure 
victims. They built a barricade around the house and 
surrounded it with Occupy tents. They called the prop- 
erty Fort Hernandez. 

On Aug. 26 they awoke expecting the police but in- 
stead found media vans along their street. A few days 
later, BOA finally reached out to the Hernandez family. 
But after months of police harassment, on Oct. 29, 75 
Los Angeles Police officers in riot gear blocked off the 
street and proceeded to tear down the barricade of Fort 
Hernandez with chain saws. Occupiers built another 
one. — Basho 


EDITORIAL 


continued from p. 1 

to events on the ground in Syria. These powers hope 
that the newly founded National Coalition of Syrian 
Revolutionary and Opposition Forces will have more 
credibility with Syria's people than the SNC, and so 
give them greater leverage as the foundation of a post- 
Assad government. 

It is the Syrian people's struggle that these world 
powers are responding to. The recently proposed Chi- 
nese "peace plan," which recognized the areas liberated 
from Assad's regime control, and Russian Foreign Min- 
ister Sergei Lavrov's call to "negotiate a settlement" (is- 
sued in Saudi Arabia) show they've been forced to rec- 
ognize the Syrian people's revolutionary gains — if only 
in the interests of undermining them. As with French 
President Francois Hollande's call to arm the rebels 
vs. U.S. President Obama's reluctance to do so because 
they may threaten Israel, it is more a division of labor 
between imperialists than a difference of aims. This is 
the unspoken, counter-revolutionary equation that has 
always been the background of their response to the 
Syrian Revolution, as to the Arab Spring in general. 
FIGHTING FOR NEW HUMAN RELATIONS 

For both Syrians and Palestinians — and for hu- 
manity itself — the stakes couldn't be higher. As in 
Palestine, the provision of arms to the most fundamen- 
talist groups, however unrepresentative of the larger 
struggle, has had consequences. For one, starving the 
larger rebel groups of weapons has allowed Assad to 
drag out his last days in genocidal bombing campaigns 
that never had to happen. Protesters in Syria Oct. 19 
said, "America, your silence is complicit in thousands 
of our deaths." 

Besides that, some episodes of rebel sectarianism, 
bloody reprisals, and even war crimes have been traced 
to the fundamentalist fighters. These have been used 
to discredit the revolution itself, despite the far greater 
crimes of Assad and the shabiha government thugs. 
Most important, the Syrians have shown that they 
are able to criticize their own revolution, even demon- 
strating against actions of the Free Syrian Army when 
called for. 

The revolution won't be decided by force of 
arms, but by the new human relations created. 
What is decisive is the kind of revolutionary vi- 
sion that allows a youth like Loubna Mrie, an Ala- 
wite woman activist, to look beyond sectarianism 
and embrace a greater idea of freedom as the 
power that can destroy the reactionary regimes 
that threaten human existence. She has opposed 
Assad's effort to promote hatred between Sunnis 
and Alawites with her very life, saying, "I decided 
I would join the revolution and die for the revolu- 
tion and never go back." 

Now opposition to all reactionary state powers and 
ideas is a life-and-death necessity in the Middle East. 
Only on revolutionary ground can the questions of Isra- 
el and Palestine, or Iran, be settled, and anything less 
courts disaster and genocide. Now is the time when we 
must fight for a vision of freedom. The old world has 
gathered around Syria, Palestine, and the Arab Spring 
like jackals offering their rotting teeth in return for our 
humanity. 
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Kurdish prisoners on hunger strike 


Below are excerpts of a Nov. 5, 2012, statement by 
Kurdish prisoners on hunger strike in Turkey since 
Sept. 12. Now thousands more prisoners are joining the 
hunger strike, making it one of the largest hunger strike 
protests in history. 


To the attention of the public; to the attention of 
all democratic people and human rights circles: 

We, prisoners of freedom, are by this action an- 
nouncing to the whole world our most basic human, 
social and political rights, which are legitimately 
ours — like our mother's milk is ours. We demand that 
atrocities end. 

Turkey's Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan 
and his crew should know that this tyrannical order, 
this sultanate of cruelty will bring no prosperity to 
those who carry it out. Those who prosper will end up 
in a dreadful state of being. 

We are asking the whole world: Who can ig- 
nore our right to defend ourselves in our native 
language? Who can deny our right to education in 
our mother tongue? Who can find it normal that a 
people's leader is kept in isolation and tortured? 
Who can reject a dialogue with our leader, who 
is the only assurance and the sole key to our liv- 
ing together? We are demanding that anyone who 
calls herself human respond to these questions! 

We are saying "Enough already," "Edi Bese /" to this 
system that ignores us as a people, refuses our exis- 
tence, and denies our liberty. To resolve the Kurdish 
issue peacefully and democratically, for our peoples to 
live in sisterhood and fraternity, for our dignity and 
freedom, we are laying our bodies down for death. 

Our action is also an appeal to conscience, a 
cry of an oppressed people, a way of calling off 
the insults hurled at our people, and through us, 
at all humanity. 

Our demands are addressed only to the JDP 


(Justice and Development Party) government. Our ac- 
tion will end when we achieve our goals. Until then new 
people will join us every day. 

To our people and to the public: 

The hunger strike that we began on Sept. 12 is in 
its 54th day as we write this. 

As of today, we are entering a new stage. From Nov. 
5 forward, we will continue our action with the involve- 
ment of 10,000 people. Beginning Monday, Nov. 5, 2012, 
all of the allied prisoners except for the sick, the elderly, 
and the children will go on an indefinite hunger strike 
without rotation. 

We are inviting to sobriety all people who approach 
us casually rather than seriously, who use all means to 
break and denigrate our strike, and who are respon- 
sible for twisting reality by misrepresenting our truth. 

We are saying, "Let us prevent any outcome that 
could endanger the willpower of our peoples to live to- 
gether and our social peace." It should be known that a 
resolution cannot be achieved by ignoring our demands, 
decrying our action and lying on television, in Europe, 
and in front of the whole world. On the contrary, the 
path to peace goes through a constructive engagement. 
To our beloved Kurdistan and our families: 

Our hunger strike, joined by the insurgency of our 
people and transformed into national unity and will- 
power, will play a historic role. We wish and expect that 
our people and friends become convinced of this as well. 

We are calling on our Turkish sisters and brothers, 
on all peoples living in Turkey and on all responsive 
parties in question to contribute to our resistance, to 
support and to give a hand to our people, who are now 
standing up. 

The winner will be our people, the winner 
will be freedom, the winner will be peace, the 
winner will be the future and democracy of our 
people. Those who lose will be the enemies of lib- 
erty. 


Honduras three years after the coup 


La Voz de los de Abajo (Voices from Below) spon- 
sored a delegation to Honduras in September, three 
years after the 2009 coup which deposed the elected 
President Manuel Zelaya. 

Under his successor President Lobo, violence esca- 
lated. Seventy Aguan campesinos (peasants) were mur- 
dered in three years. 

Honduras' homicide rate is the highest in the 
world. Lawyers, politicians, human rights workers, 
LGBT people, journalists and campesinos are mur- 
dered regularly. 

RULE BY OLIGARCHY 

On Sept. 9, 500 private guards, police and soldiers 
trashed peasant shacks in Aguan. After the campesinos 
surrendered, thugs pelted them with tear gas canis- 
ters and threw tear gas into bystanders' houses. The 
Chicago group and an official international delegation 
were fired on when they tried to investigate. 

One by one the leaders of MARCA (Authentic 
Campesino Reclamation Movement of the Aguan) have 
been picked off. In September Antonio Trejo Cabrera, a 
civil rights lawyer, got a call while at a wedding. Upon 
stepping outside, he was riddled with bullets, presum- 
ably on the order of oligarch Miguel Faccuse Barjum. 

"This is a war against the campesinos and anyone 
who offers them support — human rights workers, law- 
yers or international delegations. But the campesinos 
keep on keeping on," said Victoria Cervantes of the del- 
egation. 

PLANTATION ECONOMICS 

Faccuse and his corporation Dinant terrorize 
campesinos , Afro-Honduran Garifuna and Indigenous 
in the Aguan Valley. Faccuse's plantations of Afri- 
can palm are run much like the pre-Civil War South. 
Faccuse gets Clean Development Mechanism credits for 
"greening" Honduras, although almost all the crop is 
sent North to be burned. The jungle, a true source of 
clean air, and productive farmland were given to oli- 
garchs. 1.6 million hectares of land is devoted to mono- 
culture, while child malnutrition among the campesinos 
is 60%. Thus continues the "greening" of Honduras. 

Campesinos face another threat: charter cities. The 
government wanted to grant private jurisdictions to its 
oligarchs, but the Supreme Court has blocked the plan. 
The idea is a bigger threat to the Garifuna because, al- 
though a charter city could only be established on unoc- 
cupied land, the Garifuna could be removed from their 
land. "[T]he government is selling the country piece by 
piece, and Analisis Afrodescendiente describes this as 
the second phase of the 2009 coup." (See http://global- 
voicesonline.org/2012/10/02/honduras-charter-cities- 
threaten-garifuna-communities/) 

Women hold very few offices and get little respect. 
For example, journalist Dina Meza received an extreme- 
ly vulgar, menacing letter from Comando Alvarez Mar- 
tinez, a graduate of WHINSEC (School of the Americas) 
which included, "(you will) end up dead like the Aguan 
people". (See http://www.counterpunch.org/2012/10/09/ 
honduras-now-open-for-political-murder/) 


Add horrible prison conditions: the Feb. 16 major 
fire that killed over 350 inmates at Comayagua was 
the third in a decade. Comayagua housed twice its offi- 
cial capacity. To prevent escapes guards held the doors 
closed too long. 

FREE JOSE ISABEL MORALES 

Jose Isabel Morales, "Chavelo," a member of one 
of the campesino movements of the Aguan, has been in 
prison for three years. He was convicted and sentenced 
without any evidence that he committed a crime. Sign 
a petition for his release at hondurasresists.blogspot. 
com. 

A vigorous minority in the U.S. House of Represen- 
tatives has called for an end to military aid for Hondu- 
ras. U.S. -made weapons, which Honduras is required to 
buy with the "aid," not only are being used by the Lobo 
government to suppress protest, but the "aid" is a sub- 
sidy to the U.S. and Israeli military industries. 

—January 


QUEERNOTES 


by Elise 

On National Coming Out Day this year, youth in 
particular showed the way. Texas Tech University's 
Gay-Straight Alliance members told coming out stories. 
People wrote their sexual orientation or gender identity 
on a door provided by the University of Florida's Pride 
Student Union. Virginia's George Mason University held 
an ice cream social, a speakout/open-mic event, and an 
amateur drag show. 

* * * 

Human Rights Watch called for an immediate in- 
vestigation of violence against gay-friendly bar 7FreeD- 
ays Club in Moscow, Russia. Masked men from the 
homophobic group People's Council stormed the bar. 
Property was destroyed and patrons were kicked and 
had bottles and chairs thrown at them. This attack 
came as many regions in Russia passed laws against 

"homosexual propaganda." 

* * * 

Nepal held South Asia's first ever LGBT sports fes- 
tival. Cheered on by thousands of supporters, more than 
250 athletes participated. Conditions for Queer people 
have been slowly improving since 2006 and Nepal's Su- 
preme Court said in 2007 that the government must 
do away with all homophobic laws. Pride parades and 
Queer beauty contests have been held. A boy who un- 
derwent sex-change surgery in Thailand was welcomed 
home. Queer people are no longer beaten and arrested 
in Kathmandu. 

* * * 

In August, a Queer Pride parade was held in Ugan- 
da for the first time. Some participants were arrested, 
but the Queer community attended the parade, parties, 
and a film festival anyway. In Uganda lawmakers call for 
laws with long sentences for "promoting" homosexuality 
and death for "aggravated homosexuality." 


Pelican Bay prisoners 
aim to end hostilities 

Agreement to End Hostilities 

(NOTE: All names and the statement must be verbatim 
when used and posted on any website or media, or non- 
media, publications) 



August 12, 2012 

To whom it may concern and all California Prisoners: 

Greetings from the all PBSP-SHU [Pelican Bay 
State Prison-Security Housing Unit] Short Corridor 
Hunger Strike Representatives. We are hereby present- 
ing this mutual agreement on behalf of all racial groups 
here in the PBSP-SHU Corridor. We have arrived at a 
mutual agreement concerning the following points: 

1. If we really want to bring about substantive 
meaningful changes to the CDCR [California Depart- 
ment of Corrections and Rehabilitation] system in a 
manner beneficial to all solid individuals, who have 
never been broken by CDCR's torture tactics intended 
to coerce one to become a state informant via debrief- 
ing, now is the time for us to collectively seize this mo- 
ment and put an end to more than 20-30 years of hos- 
tilities between our racial groups. 

2. Therefore, beginning on October 10, 2012, 
all hostilities between our racial groups... in 
SHU, Ad-Seg [Administrative Segregation], Gen- 
eral Population, and County Jails, will officially 
cease. This means that from this date on, all racial 
group hostilities need to be at an end... and if personal 
issues arise between individuals, people need to do all 
they can to exhaust all diplomatic means to settle such 
disputes; do not allow personal, individual issues to es- 
calate into racial group issues!! 

3. We also want to warn those in the General Popu- 
lation [GP] that IGI [Institutional Gang Investigators] 
will continue to plant undercover Sensitive Needs Yard 
(SNY) debriefer "inmates" amongst the solid GP pris- 
oners with orders from IGI to be informers, snitches, 
rats, and obstructionists, in order to attempt to disrupt 
and undermine our collective groups' mutual under- 
standing on issues intended for our mutual causes (i.e., 
forcing CDCR to open up all GP main lines, and re- 
turn to a rehabilitative-type system of meaningful pro- 
grams/privileges, including lifer conjugal visits, etc. via 
peaceful protest activity/noncooperation, e.g., hunger 
strike, no labor, etc. etc.). People need to be aware and 
vigilant to such tactics, and refuse to allow such IGI 
inmate snitches to create chaos and reignite hostilities 
amongst our racial groups. We can no longer play into 
IGI, ISU [Investigative Service Unit], OCS [Office of 
Correctional Safety], and SSU's [Special Service Unit] 
old manipulative divide and conquer tactics!!! 

In conclusion, we must all hold strong to our mu- 
tual agreement from this point on and focus our time, 
attention, and energy on mutual causes beneficial to all 
of us (i.e., prisoners), and our best interests. We can no 
longer allow CDCR to use us against each other 
for their benefit!! Because the reality is that collec- 
tively, we are an empowered, mighty force, that can 
positively change this entire corrupt system into a sys- 
tem that actually benefits prisoners, and thereby, the 
public as a whole... and we simply cannot allow CDCR/ 
CCPOA - Prison Guard's Union, IGI, ISU, OCS, and 
SSU, to continue to get away with their constant form 
of progressive oppression and warehousing of tens of 
thousands of prisoners, including the 14,000 (+) plus 
prisoners held in solitary confinement torture cham- 
bers (i.e. SHU/Ad-Seg Units), for decades!!! 

We send our love and respects to all those of like 
mind and heart... onward in struggle and solidarity... 

Presented by the PBSP-SHU Short Corridor Collec- 
tive: Todd Ashker, C58191, Dl-119, Arturo Castella- 
nos, C17275, Dl-121, Sitawa Nantambu Jamaa (Dew- 
berry), C35671, Dl-117, Antonio Guillen, P81948, D2-106 

And the Representatives Body: Danny Troxell, 
B76578, Dl-120, George Franco, D46556, D4-217, Ron- 
nie Yandell, V27927, D4-215, Paul Redd, B72683, D2- 
117, James Baridi Williamson, D-34288. D4-107, Al- 
fred Sandoval, D61000, D4-214, Louis Powell, B59864, 
Dl-104, Alex Yrigollen, H32421, D2-204, Gabriel 
Huerta, C80766, D3-222, Frank Clement, D07919, D3- 
116, Raymond Chavo Perez, K12922, D 1-219, James 
Mario Perez, B48186, D3-124 
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Obama's re-election doesn't end clash of two worlds 


continued from p. 1 

Indiana. Akin and Mourdock just made the mistake of 
making it too clear that they believe every pregnancy, 
even from rape, is a gift from God that must not be 
questioned — and they were soundly defeated, with a de- 
cisive women's vote against them, as were several other 
Senate candidates. The same fate befell a proposed 
amendment to Florida's Constitution that would have 
prohibited use of public funds for abortions or health 
insurance covering abortion. 

When the primaries had barely started, women 
were already organizing, galvanized when state legis- 
latures' ongoing attacks on Planned Parenthood were 
joined by the Susan G. Komen for the Cure Foundation, 
a move that they saw as supremely political from an 
organization formed to fight breast cancer. 

The attack by reactionary state governments on 
women's right to an abortion — including mandating 
invasive vaginal ultrasounds and forcing doctors to lie 
to women or allowing them to withhold vital informa- 
tion from patients — caused women to organize in every 
state. No matter how Republicans denied that there 
was a "war against women," women saw it and knew it 
as a violation of their human rights. 

Republicans voted against the Lilly Ledbetter 
equal pay act but hoped to capitalize on the poor econ- 
omy's negative effects on women. Most women rejected 
these attempts but know that the challenge is to keep 
up the pressure rather than letting all that organiza- 
tion fall by the wayside because there is now a suppos- 
edly pro-choice president. It was President Bill Clinton, 
after all, who gutted welfare. 

After four years of Obama's pragmatism and caving 
in to reactionaries, much of the margin that returned 
him to office had to do with voting against the Tea Par- 
ty and the Religious Right. That does not cancel the sig- 
nificance of the big gender gap — even bigger among un- 
married women — the gap among the poorer half of the 
electorate, and the huge Obama margin among people 
under 30, Blacks, Latinos, Asians and Gays. 

LGBTQ STRIDES 

As against the passage in 2008 of California's anti- 
Gay Proposition 8, this year voters approved same-sex 
marriage in Maine and Maryland, upheld it in Wash- 
ington state, defeated a Christian Right initiative to 
ban it in Minnesota, and elected the first openly Gay 
Senator, Tammy Baldwin of Wisconsin. 

It was a stinging defeat not only for the evangelical 
Christian Right but for the Catholic Church hierarchy, 
which basically campaigned against Obama by hysteri- 
cally accusing him of attacking religious liberty — that 
is, the "right" of employers to deny health insurance 
coverage of contraception for women. The Church also 
campaigned against abortion and, along with the Mor- 
mon Church, spent millions to oppose the marriage 
equality initiatives. 

Labor faced a mixed outcome. Measures in Califor- 
nia and Florida blocked cuts in education and public 
services; the minimum wage was raised in Albuquer- 
que, N.M., and San Jose and Long Beach, Calif. Anti- 
teacher referenda were defeated in Idaho, South Da- 
kota and Illinois, but one passed in Alabama. Michigan 
voters repealed the state's anti-labor "emergency man- 
ager" law but defeated a union-backed amendment to 
put the right to collective bargaining in the state Con- 
stitution. 

Most seriously, labor — both organized labor and 
the working class as a whole — has to confront the large 
number of white workers who voted for Romney. Rom- 
ney won 59% of the white vote, and nearly two thirds of 
white men, including many workers. The fact that such 
a weak candidate could gain nearly half the national 
vote is sobering. It can only be explained by the appeals 
to sexism, homophobia and above all racism. 

In the face of the President losing the majority of 
the white vote, those who exploit racism in order to 
drag us ever closer to fascism are not just going to give 
up. The Tea Party and the Christian Coalition may be 
spent vehicles, but their members are still venting hys- 
terical rage. If they agree with rightists from Fox News 
blowhard Bill O'Reilly to the neo-Nazi Stormfront who 
are mourning the death of "the white establishment," 
will they turn away from primarily electoral means to 
impose their will? 

VOTER SUPPRESSION AND MINORITY RULE 

Their leaders, however, have not given up on trans- 
forming the electoral arena through voter suppression. 
The Supreme Court — which established its anti-democ- 
racy credentials by selecting George W. Bush as Presi- 
dent in 2000 and opening the floodgates for corporate 
campaign money with the Citizens United decision 
in 2010 — has accepted a case challenging the Voting 
Rights Act. There is a real chance that the Court will 
gut the Act, which was instrumental in blocking sev- 
eral of the recent crop of voter suppression laws. And 

Readers: We want to hear from you ! Write to us 
or email us! See contact information, p. 11. 


while the administration did fight those laws, it has no 
objection to the most important voter suppression in- 
strument: the racially biased criminal injustice system, 
coupled with laws that disenfranchise felons. 

It is true that the core of today's Republican Par- 
ty is dedicated to preserving white rule over people of 
color, even after whites become a minority in the U.S. 
The greater truth is that both major parties are part 
of maintaining rule by a minority: the capitalist class. 
Though a small minority, the capitalists dominate the 
political system precisely because of their economic su- 
premacy. 

Campaign contributions are only one of the ways 
that economic power is deployed. In 2012, it added up 
to an estimated $6 billion for Presidential and Congres- 
sional campaigns, with another $1.8 billion for state 
and local races and ballot initiatives. That sea of mon- 
ey, enough to feed 1.5 million poor families for a year, 
was slanted toward the Republican side, but failed to 
deliver total control of the federal government to them. 

It did, however, remind both Republicans and 
Democrats who fills their feed troughs. It illustrates 
yet again how self-defeating it is for labor unions and 
mainstream environmental, women's, Gay, Latino and 
civil rights groups to chain themselves to the Demo- 
crats — as if that will yield more than a few crumbs. It 
is true that there is more than a whiff of fascism in 
today's Republican Party, and the Right's electoral de- 
feat gives movements from below more room to develop, 
but that will not stop the Democrats from compromis- 
ing with the Republicans, or from trying to co-opt any 
independent movement. 

SECOND TERM AGENDA vs. WORKERS 

However much both of the capitalist parties had 
tried to co-opt the Occupy rhetoric of the 99% and the 
1%, President Obama's victory speech laid out a sec- 
ond-term agenda replete with the kinds of anti-work- 
ing-class goals that the Occupy Movement had risen 
against in the first place. He identified "the challenges" 
as "Reducing our deficit. Reforming our tax code. Fix- 
ing our immigration system. Freeing ourselves from 
foreign oil." 

Though he mentioned "the destructive power of a 
warming planet," anything he has done about global 
warming is a drop in the bucket compared to the magni- 
tude of the problem — and will be wiped out by his plans 
to "free ourselves from foreign oil" — which means first 
and foremost expanding fracking and approving the 
Keystone XL Pipeline to carry bitumen from Canada's 
tar sands. 

"Fixing our immigration system" was a nod to the 
Latino vote, but what Obama and the Democrats have 
been pushing as the Dream Act is a half-measure that 
would leave in place the U.S. economy's structure. The 
existence of a superexploited undocumented work force 
is essential to its functioning, both for the direct profit- 
making of agriculture, construction, restaurants, and 
so on, and as a weapon to force all workers to accept 
worse wages and conditions. In addition, Obama has 
presided over more than 1.2 million deportations in his 
first term, surpassing any other President. 

Finally, "reducing our deficit and reforming our 
tax code" is the banner under which Social Security, 
Medicare, Medicaid and other social programs will be 
attacked. 

Obama's speech vaguely mentioned fighting for 
new jobs, but said nothing about the reality of capital- 
ism's ongoing depression. He did not mention the five 
million people unemployed for six months or more, 
and that Black unemployment is twice that of whites. 
He did not mention that living standards for working 
people have been falling for a decade, and that many 
of the added jobs he celebrates have been low-paying 
part-time jobs without benefits. He did not mention the 
epidemic of foreclosures and the spike in homelessness. 

Instead of these pressing matters, Obama identi- 
fied "deficits and debt" as the "first order of business." 
Social Security is not running out of money, as is often 
claimed, but he supports the Bowles-Simpson Commis- 
sion, which recommended cuts to Social Security and 
Medicare. To avert the "fiscal cliff," an artificial product 
of Tea Party politics, Democrats and Republicans are 
angling for a deficit-reducing deal that would depend 
mainly on cuts to social programs. A small rise in taxes 
on the rich will give the cuts a populist covering. 
MILITARISM vs. NEW OPENINGS 

The military, however, is likely to be spared. The 
U.S. has withdrawn troops from Iraq and is reducing 
U.S. troops in Afghanistan — but at the same time the 
administration is projecting a "strategic pivot" to the 
Pacific to confront the rising power of China. And drone 
strikes will continue, no matter how many civilians 
they kill (see "Yemen: famine, drones and freedom," 
page 12). 

The revelation, two days after the election, that 
Iranian warplanes had shot at a U.S. drone five days 
before the election was a pointed reminder of the pos- 
sibility of war against Iran. Obama's reluctance to wage 
such a war is no guarantee that he can avoid being 
dragged into it, especially since Israeli Prime Minister 


Benjamin Netanyahu has been trying to start one. 

In his brief victory speech, Obama twice referred 
to the U.S. retaining "the most powerful military in his- 
tory." However, the Arab Spring and the leftward move 
of much of South America have shown a determination 
to get out from under U.S. domination. 

Neither that international domination nor the di- 
vision into two worlds within this country, neither the 
recurring economic crises nor the steady descent into 
climate chaos can be abolished through the electoral 
process. What is needed is the kind of leap to freedom 
that can only come from below, from masses in motion, 
from the unity of all races, women and men, Gay and 
straight, immigrant and citizen, organized and unorga- 
nized, and, crucially, theory and practice. 

Whether it is the revolts in the Arab lands and 
Latin America, the strikes and occupations in Europe, 
the Occupy Movement and Walmart strikes in the U.S., 
or still newer movements, the drive of the struggles for 
freedom is what must be built on. These new openings 
need to be developed, their contradictions faced, and a 
banner of total freedom unfurled to give them a direc- 
tion toward the establishment of a new human society. 


Massive London march 
against austerity 



London, England — The leader of the opposition, Ed 
Miliband, was heckled on Oct. 20 at a mass demonstra- 
tion here against austerity cuts. 

The Labour Party leader had addressed the crowd 
to garner support for his stand against the ruling coali- 
tion of the Liberal Democratic and Conservative par- 
ties. Mr. Miliband claimed the government's cutbacks 
were "too far and too fast," which prompted outrage 
from assembled activists committed to opposing cuts in 
their entirety. 

"Now of course there will still be hard choices," 
claimed Mr. Miliband, "and I do not promise easy 
times... I have said whoever was in government now 
there would still be some cuts, but this government has 
shown that cutting too far and too fast shows that this 
policy of austerity is not the answer to Britain's prob- 
lems." 

In an apparent attempt to calm the crowd, Miliband 
then posed as Left, promising to tax bankers' bonuses 
if his party was returned to government. Britain's Con- 
servative coalition has gained notoriety for its budget 
policy of cutting corporation tax whilst raising the Val- 
ue Added Tax (similar to a national sales tax) in what 
many see as an attempt to soften the blow to the private 
sector whilst hitting the consumer. The Conservatives' 
hostile policy to welfare, trade unionism and Europe- 
an Union human rights legislation has further eroded 
their popularity as the UK struggles alongside the rest 
of the Euro zone in the face of economic turmoil. 

The Oct. 20 demonstration, organized by the 
Trades Union Congress in association with the Coali- 
tion of Resistance, saw some 150,000 trade unionist 
and political activists on the streets of London. 

"I'm on this demonstration to say loud and clear 
that I am not happy with this coalition's austerity pro- 
gram," said Mark Osgood, 33, a trade unionist and 
member of the leftist Labor Representation Commit- 
tee from Portsmouth. "It is damaging to the economy, 
working people's living standards and, what's more, of- 
fers no solution. I do not agree with a single cut to the 
jobs of working people, who did not cause this crisis. It 
is a once in a lifetime opportunity for the ruling class 
to roll back the size of the state and open it up to the 
private sector. They're grabbing the opportunity with 
both hands." 

"Only industrial and political action will be suf- 
ficient to make the necessary changes," said Osgood, 
"The next stage should be a one-day general strike. 
Working people in Europe and the world over are all in 
the same boat, and the more we can link up with work- 
ers in other countries the better. As Karl Marx said, 
'...working men have no country!"' 


—Dan Read 


Dean Thorpe www.flickr.com/photoslaspexdesignl8107927106 
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Disability rights: The fight to stay alive 


Chicago — The U.S. disability rights movement has 
a rich and diverse history. It is the only class of people 
that you can suddenly become 
a member of at any time or 
place. It does not discrimi- 
nate by color, sex, income 
level, age, ethnicity or sexual 
preference. But for those who 
have had no experiences with 
disabled people, there is often 
no knowledge of the move- 
ment's history and sometimes 
lots of misunderstandings. 

One of the heroes of the 
movement was Ed Roberts, 
who had polio as a child and 
was mostly paralyzed. 

Fortunately, his moth- 
er was a good advocate. 

Ed got into the University 
of Calif. Berkeley in 1962 
but the university had 
no place to put him as he 
slept with an iron lung. 

They put him in the infir- 
mary. The other students 
formed a group called the 
Rolling Quads and started 
making demands: curb cuts, accessible buildings, 
lifts on buses. They had a huge impact on the 
university, then on the city of Berkeley. As they 
graduated, they formed the first center for inde- 
pendent living in the country. 

The Rehabilitation Act of 1973 stated that any 
facility receiving federal money had to be accessible. 
The Health Education and Welfare (HEW) Secretary 
at that time, Joseph Califano, blocked its enforcement. 
In response, people with disabilities sat in at the ten 
regional HEW centers. In San Francisco they took over 
the HEW office and did a 25-day occupation. The Black 
Panthers smuggled in food for them. This was the lon- 
gest occupation of a federal building. 

ADAPT was founded in Colorado in the 1980s. 
Leader Wade Blank had been involved in the civil rights 
and anti-war movements. ADAPT has chapters all over 
the country. Chicago ADAPT demanded lifts on buses 
and shouted down Chicago Transit Authority (CTA) 
officials at board meetings. They won in the courts 
about a year before The Americans with Disabilities 
Act (ADA) was passed in 1990, with a mandate that the 
CTA would have to become accessible over time. 

ADA did not signal the end of our struggle 
but a new beginning. ADAPT fights to keep peo- 
ple out of nursing homes and in the community. 
We fight for community and home supports so the 
disabled can live independently. We fight to have 
abusive institutions closed and have won the 
closing of several of them. 

The ADA has been under attack since it passed. 
Its protections have eroded. In one case, Chevron is 
claiming that a man would be doing harm to himself 
by taking a specific position. The ADA provides that an 
employer cannot discriminate against someone with a 
disability, which is exactly what Chevron is trying to 
do. If Chevron wins, it will weaken the ADA by allow- 
ing employers, not employees, to decide health issues. 
In the sections of the ADA related to employment, the 
scope of the act has been so drastically narrowed that 
only a small amount of the estimated 54 million dis- 
abled Americans remain covered. 

Among the most serious problems that the disabled 
face are the cuts in Medicaid that went into effect July 
1, 2012. Medicaid was bad before the cuts, now this vi- 
tal lifeline has been cut even more, affecting those who 
need the services the most. Many people have been cut 



from the program; dental care has been cut altogether 
except for emergencies; medical supplies have been cut 
and/or quantities limited; spe- 
cial permission is mandated 
to get more than four prescrip- 
tions; people are being thrown 
out of vital home care programs 
because they are no longer "dis- 
abled enough"; the hours of per- 
sonal assistants have been cut, 
2 leaving many disabled without 
$ the help they desperately need, 
oa Tragically, the waiver program 
| for technology-dependent and 
? medically fragile children has 
^ been gutted, meaning some 

J children can no longer live at 
(0 

i home. To have to give up 
"§ your child to an institution 
| is a horrible price to pay for 
the government's inhumane 
decisions. 

Movements for social 
change contain seeds for a new 
society — the positive in the 
negative. The disability rights 
movement, for example, shares 
much with other movements, 
including the civil rights and women's movements. Dis- 
ability activists are inspired by these movements. 

The disability rights movement gives us a glimpse 
into what a new society could look like and an idea of 
what it means to be human, to have new human rela- 
tions. It makes me think of a quote from Karl Marx: 
"from each according to his ability, to each according 
to his needs." People with disabilities show more than 
anyone how this is true. You can't apply equal stan- 
dards to people because they are not equal. People can't 
compete on an equal basis. The disability rights move- 
ment shows how ridiculous this idea is and, in doing so, 
points to what a new society could be. 

— Disability rights activists 


laaHMiDicaPTHis! 


by Suzanne Rose 

London, England— A disability campaigner who set up an 
e-petition to stop government benefit cuts has vowed 
to continue her fight, after gaining more than 62,000 
signatures. E-petitions need 100,000 signatures for a 
debate in parliament. Though the petition has failed 
in this regard, it is not the end for the campaign. Pat 
Onions, who is blind, said the government is treating 
disabled people as "worthless commodities" but that 
"doing nothing is not an option." The cause has struck 
a chord with people who feel the cuts are falling dispro- 
portionately on the disabled. 

* * * 

Zambia— The government is considering a bill honoring 
the principles expressed in the UN Convention of the 
Rights of Persons with Disabilities. The bill promotes, 
among other things, access to justice, participation in 
political and public life, the right to education, employ- 
ment and freedom of movement. It also prohibits tor- 
ture, exploitation, violence against and abuse of people 
with disabilities. 

* * * 

Los Angeles— The County Sheriff is looking for a man 
accused of raping a mentally disabled woman on a city 
bus. The man followed her to the back of the bus and 
raped her. A single witness tried to alert the bus driver 

that the rape was happening, but nothing was done. 

* * * 

Hollywood — A 64-year-old woman in a wheelchair died 
one day after she fell backwards down the escalator 
at the Hollywood/Highland Metro Red Line station on 
Oct. 16. Brenda Carter and her attendant used the es- 
calator because the elevator was out of service. 


Quebec gains 
a breathing space 

Quebec, Canada — The election of Pauline Marois 
as Premier of Quebec has brought some change and a 
small but significant breathing space by getting rid of 
the utterly corrupt government of former Premier Jean 
Charest. There are openings to look at problems anew 
and make needed changes. 

Marois attempted to reform the healthcare tax by 
abolishing the flat tax as a way to distribute the contri- 
butions more equitably according to income. It would 
impose new taxes on profits, dividends, and other mon- 
ies from financial speculation. Problems arose when 
she tried to make it retroactive for all of 2012 with the 
hope of reducing the government deficit. It was impos- 
sible to implement, as there was no way to trace all pre- 
vious transactions. She had to start the tax from where 
it is possible to follow the money trail. 

Marois stood up to federal Prime Minister 
Stephen Harper, and has established better in- 
ternational relations between Quebec and other 
countries. The election of Francois Hollande in 
France has been good for Quebec. The former 
President of France, Nicholas Sarkozy, openly 
detested French-Canadians. Hollande is friendly 
to Quebec, and when he and Marois met in Paris 
in October, they established important new cul- 
tural and educational links. 

More important is that Marois' election has re- 
moved one of the last barriers, the former Charest 
government itself, from the investigation by the Char- 
bonneau Commission of the massive corruption in Que- 
bec — especially in government construction contracts. 

Unfolding is a picture of vast corruption that has 
been going on for over 30 years. Often, mafia operatives 
were the actual intermediaries between parties in a 
system of collusion with kickbacks and a quasi-monop- 
oly on construction contracts. From 30% to 40% of gov- 
ernment construction projects were hugely overpriced 
and poorly done and will now soon have to be redone. 

In recent days, Montreal Mayor Gerald Tremblay 
and Gilles Vaillancourt, Mayor of Laval, were forced 
to resign. Former Deputy Premier Nathalie Norman- 
deau is deeply implicated in corruption and may face 
charges. So much is coming up that people are calling 
it the "bottomless pit." In fact the entire Quebec Liberal 
Party is tainted and it is even possible that ex-Premier 
Charest may be criminally liable. 

Another scandal involves police brutality. A 
Montreal police officer, Stefanie Trudeau, known 
as 'Matricule/Badge 728," stopped a group of 
young demonstrators, illegally took their cell 
phones, and then shouted obscenities at them. 

Too bad for her, she accidently hit the auto-dial on 
one of the phones, and her tirade went into someone's 
voicemail. The next day it was on the radio, then on 
TV, and then on the internet. Former Officer Trudeau 
is now pounding the pavement in an entirely new way. 

Elsewhere in Canada, Ontario Premier Dalton Mc- 
Guinty, the youthful darling boy of fiscal conservatism 
and social liberalism, resigned on Oct. 15 without a 
clear reason. "Something's up," as the expression goes, 
and it's something to watch. 

Canada is still a mess but we now have some wiggle 
room to figure out what to do next, and a truer picture 
of our society. The movement for a new human and col- 
lectivist society is now standing on higher ground, and 
we'll get there some day. 

— Ti-Ouistiti and D. Cheneville 
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Yemen: famine, drones and freedom 


WORLD* VIEW 


by Gerry Emmett 

Demands for freedom and dignity drove the Arab 
Spring. In Tunisia, in Tahrir Square in Egypt, in Da- 
raa, Syria, and elsewhere these weren't abstract, but 
concrete efforts to create new human relations under 
conditions of dictatorship, capitalist crisis, endemic cor- 
ruption, spiraling food prices and environmental deg- 
radation. While bourgeois commentators have 
rushed to declare the Arab Spring over, Yemen 
reveals that all these issues remain determi- 
nants. The overthrow of dictator Ali Abdullah 
Saleh was one episode in a continuing struggle. 

This year Yemen has been gripped by its 
worst recorded famine. One of every two Yemenis 
is affected by the food crisis, with a million chil- 
dren now at risk of malnutrition. The UN consid- 
ers up to five million Yemenis as being "food in- 
secure." Billions of dollars in promised aid hasn't 
materialized, and much of what has come goes 
to infrastructural development that doesn't meet 
the immediate need. 

The concurrent water crisis has added to the 
problems. Sanaa, Yemen, is in danger of becom- 
ing the first national capital to literally run dry. 

U.S. SEES CRISIS AS A WAR ZONE 

With all its problems, Yemen remains a des- 
tination for refugees from crisis-ridden Ethiopia 
and Somalia who seek work in Saudi Arabia and 
the Gulf states. Over 70,000 arrived this year. 

They have little protection, and are often subject 
to kidnapping for ransom. Many women simply 
disappear. The crisis is regional and worldwide 
as well — it is part of humanity's crisis. 

While the world has looked away from 
Yemen, the U.S. has looked and seen only a 
new battlefield in its endless "war on terror." Inno- 
cent Yemenis in al-Majalla, Abyanin, Marib and else- 
where — who weren't seen as human beings but as just 
collateral damage — have been killed by drone strikes 

Mali on the brink 

The deep contradictions Mali has been experiencing 
are about to become even more intense. The Economic 
Community of West African States (ECOWAS) has 
agreed to send several thousand troops to join Malian 
troops in an operation to take back the northern part of 
Mali. The area has been primarily under fundamental- 
ist, al-Qaeda-linked, Islamic rebel control for months. 
(See May-June and July-August N&L.) It is reported 
that the U.S. and/or France will provide air support. 

Tens of thousands of refugees have fled the reign 
of terror that several fundamentalist groups — Mujao in 
Gao, Ansar Dine in Kidal, and al-Qaeda in the Islamic 
Maghreb in Timbuktu — have inflicted on the popula- 
tion. The dysfunctional interim government in Mali 
has been completely unable to protect its citizens in the 
northern part of the country, and requested military 
intervention by West African states. 

This is a double tragedy: Not only is there tremen- 
dous suffering of the civilian population, but the libera- 
tion movement of the long suppressed Tuareg people 
in northern Africa for autonomy/independence has now 
been buried under a fundamentalist push in Mali. 

A military operation by ECOWAS with the as- 
sistance of the West may uproot the fundamentalist 
groups, though this is by no means certain. What it will 
not do is provide for genuine self-determination of Ma- 
li's population, nor of the Tuareg people. — E.W. 


controlled from thousands of miles away. 

While most Yemenis have no sympathy for al- 
Qaeda, they remain resolutely opposed to this kind of ex- 
trajudicial execution and outright murder. In the words 
of lawyer Heykal Bafana: "America has lost the war. If 
you trash your own values, if you rip up your Constitu- 
tion and destroy the very freedoms that you say define 
America just for the purpose of this 'war against terror,' 

then you've 
won the war 
for al-Qaeda. 
Because there 
is no longer an 
America that's 
recognizable." 

Yemenis 
see the drone 
strikes as 
one more in 
a long series 
of insults 
and injuries, 
including 
the U.S. gov- 
ernment's 
long-time 
support for 
the Saleh re- 
gime. These 
insults con- 
tinue, for ex- 
ample, when 
U.S. Ambas- 
sador Gerald 
Freiestein 

recently talked about business opportunities in 
Yemen without mentioning the current famine. 

As journalist Shatha al-Harazi said, "They talk 
about universal values and human rights. But their 
actual doings speak for themselves." The thinking of 
the U.S. government, where every human relationship 
must be reduced to commodity exchange, remains light 
years from the concrete struggle for new human rela- 
tions that has existed in Yemen, and which continues 
in the occupation of Change Square. 

A REVOLUTION THAT CONTINUES 

Change Square in Sanaa, the center of the revo- 
lution against Saleh, remains filled with tents, people 
and ideas. This bright light exists and contains those 
who are still fighting for Arab Spring and a new society, 
especially, of course, the women. The youth, women, 
workers and national minorities always recognized that 
getting rid of a dictator was only a first step. "We didn't 
come here to fight against one person. The goals of the 
revolution have not all been achieved," student Ibrahim 
al-Khatab told the Guardian Weekly (Aug. 21, 2012). 

There is unity among the opposition in wanting to 
be rid of the remnants of the dictatorship that include 
Saleh's son, Ahmed Ali, who still controls the Republi- 
can Guard. Saleh himself remains in Sanaa and contin- 
ues to wield significant political influence. 

Beyond this are the continuing demands of 
women and youth for a new way of life and the 
need to respond to the global capitalist crisis. Be- 
yond this remains a battle of ideas. 

This battle won't be easy. Between local oppressors, 
the neighboring Saudi oil-kingdom theocrats and their 
capitalist allies, the revolution in Yemen has powerful 
enemies. But the revolutionary Reason embodied by the 
freedom fighters can be more powerful if it articulates 


a philosophy of revolution that breaks those mental 
shackles and discloses a path to freedom as well as soli- 
darity with all those the world over who fight to be free. 

It is toward that end that Marxist-Humanists in 
the U.S. work. It is this which leads us to follow the de- 
velopment of the Yemeni revolution and solidarize with 
it. We are one with our sisters and brothers and will do 
all in our power to help you. The struggle continues. 

Post-election Venezuela 

The reelection of Hugo Chavez as president is an 
important moment in Venezuela and Latin America as 
a whole. After more than a decade in power — during 
which his administration practically eliminated illiter- 
acy, drastically reduced misery and poverty, including 
far greater access to food and healthcare, and improved 
housing — the majority of the population continues to 
support Chavez as against the right wing neo-liberal 
forces supported by the U.S. 

At the same time it is necessary to be aware of the 
limitations of this win, and the difficult problems and 
contradictions within the Venezuelan social process: 

• The personalization of the social changes in Ven- 
ezuela. Much of the election was focused on being for or 
against Chavez. His personality, his will, his ideas and 
actions, have come to represent the transformative pro- 
cess. Can Venezuela arrive at the deep changes needed 
if the changes are only embodied in a single individual, 
and not a social movement of the masses? 

• Because the project has not fully developed as a 
social movement from below, changes are dependent 
on a state and local bureaucracy which often uses the 
revolutionary process for individual, narrow ends, as 
opposed to a process that further develops and deepens 
the revolution. Corruption and putting brakes on social 
change is everywhere within the state, and rather than 
being rooted out from below, it depends on the word of 
Chavez to check or not check it. Centralization of power 
has substituted for the movement from below, and with 
this the danger of state-capitalism is ever present. 

• Objectively, Chavez's project has been a national- 
ist and democratic one, important and necessary, but 
not a socialist one, despite much rhetoric. Venezuela 
is more dependent than ever on the most crucial com- 
modity in the world, oil, including its sale to the United 
States. The establishment of socialism needs to move 
toward breaking the law of value. This can only be done 
from below; and not alone in a single country. 

• Genuine socialism is international in its view- 
point. Chavez is international in establishing an alter- 
native trade structure, ALBA, and promoting solidarity. 
However, his primary focus has been anti-imperialism. 
This is not wrong in and of itself. But Chavez's anti- 
imperialism has been narrowly focused — only against 
the U.S. This has been reduced to "the enemy of my 
enemy is my friend," as in his support of Iran's repres- 
sive regime, which crushes its own people. An interna- 
tionalism, which is viewed only through the lens of a 
narrow anti-imperialism, is not the internationalism of 
socialism. 

• Chavez has been willing to explore some ideas of 
Marx and Marxism. However, a much fuller exploration 
of Marx's philosophy of revolution is needed throughout 
Venezuelan society, particular among the masses. 

All of this is not to deny the great importance of 
the social processes taking place. However, the possibil- 
ity of success is dependent on eliciting more profoundly 
the actions and ideas of the Venezuelan masses, and on 
a fuller development and clarification of Marx's ideas 
in relation to Latin American realities. — Eugene Walker 



Yemeni women's struggle for liberation is very much a part of 
the revolution at Change Square. A young woman expresses 
herself by sending her photo to The Uprising of Women in the 
Arab World. See "Women Worldwide," p. 2. 


NEWS AND LETTERS COMMITTEES 

Who We Are And What We Stand For 


News and Letters Committees is an 
organization of Marxist-Humanists that 
since its birth has stood for the abolition 
of capitalism, both in its private prop- 
erty form as in the U.S., and its state 
property form, as it has historically ap- 
peared in state-capitalist regimes calling 
themselves Communist as in Russia and 
China. We stand for the development of 
new human relations, what Marx first 
called a new Humanism. 

News & Letters was founded in 1955, 
the year of the Detroit wildcat strikes 
against Automation and the Montgomery 
Bus Boycott against segregation — activi- 
ties which signaled a new movement from 
practice that was itself a form of theory. 
News & Letters was created so that the 
voices of revolt from below could be heard 
unseparated from the articulation of a 
philosophy of liberation. 

Raya Dunayevskaya (1910-1987), 
founder of the body of ideas of Marxist- 
Humanism, became Chairwoman of the 


National Editorial Board and National 
Chairwoman of the Committees from its 
founding to 1987. Charles Denby (1907- 
83), a Black production worker, author 
of Indignant Heart: A Black Worker's 
Journal, became editor of the paper from 
1955 to 1983. Dunayevskaya' s works, 
Marxism and Freedom, from 1776 until 
Today (1958), Philosophy and Revolu- 
tion: From Hegel to Sartre and from 
Marx to Mao (1973), and Rosa Luxem- 
burg, Women's Liberation, and Marx's 
Philosophy of Revolution (1982) spell out 
the philosophic ground of Marx's Hu- 
manism internationally, as American 
Civilization on Trial concretizes it on the 
American scene and shows the two-way 
road between the U.S. and Africa. 

This body of ideas challenges all 
those desiring freedom to transcend the 
limitations of post-Marx Marxism, be- 
ginning with Engels. In light of the crises 
of our nuclearly armed world, it becomes 
imperative not only to reject what is, but 


to reveal and further develop the revolu- 
tionary Humanist future inherent in the 
present. The new visions of the future 
which Dunayevskaya left us in her work 
from the 1940s to the 1980s are rooted in 
her discovery of Marx's Marxism in its 
original form as a new Humanism and 
in her re-creation of that philosophy for 
our age as Marxist-Humanism. This is 
recorded in the documents on microfilm 
and open to all under the title The Raya 
Dunayevskaya Collection — Marxist-Hu- 
manism: A Half-Century of Its World De- 
velopment. 

Dunayevskaya' s philosophic com- 
prehension of her creation and develop- 
ment of Marxist-Humanism, especially 
as expressed in her 1980s writings, pres- 
ents the vantage point for re-creating 
her ideas anew. Seeking to grasp that 
vantage point for ourselves and make 
it available to all who struggle for free- 
dom, we have published Dunayevskaya' s 
original 1953 philosophic breakthrough 


and her final 1987 Presentation on the 
Dialectics of Organization and Philoso- 
phy in The Philosophic Moment of Marx- 
ist-Humanism (1989), and donated new 
supplementary volumes to the Raya Du- 
nayevskaya Collection. News and Letters 
Committees aims at developing and con- 
cretizing this body of ideas for our time. 

In opposing this capitalistic, racist, 
sexist, heterosexist, class-ridden society, 
we have organized ourselves into a com- 
mittee form of organization rather than 
any elitist party "to lead." We partici- 
pate in all class and freedom struggles, 
nationally and internationally. As our 
Constitution states: "It is our aim... to 
promote the firmest unity among work- 
ers, Blacks and other minorities, women, 
youth and those intellectuals who have 
broken with the ruling bureaucracy of 
both capital and labor." We do not sepa- 
rate mass activities from the activity of 
thinking. Send for a copy of the Constitu- 
tion of News and Letters Committees. 





